
Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry 

Witness Statement of 

Sister

Support person present: Yes 

Others present: 

Denis Moloney from Donnelly and Wall Solicitors representing the witness 

Una Conway from Donnelly and Wall Solicitors representing the witness 

Megan Lafferty from Clyde and Co Solicitors representing the order 

1. My name is Sister  I am known now as Sister  which 

is my religious name. I was also known as Sister from 1952 until 1990. My 

date of birth is 1934 . I am 83 years old . My contact details are known 

to the Inquiry. 

The Sisters of Nazareth 

2. I joined the congregation of the Sisters of Nazareth in 1952 and I have been with 

them since then . 

3. I went to Hammersmith in 1952 which was where I received my first training . That 

was spiritual training . I then went to Swansea in 1954 and on to Finchley in 1956 

where I did my nursery training over the following two years . I completed my National 

Nursery Examination Board (NNEB) in 1958. That was for caring for 0-5 year olds. 

4. I then moved between Birkenhead, Newcastle and Southampton before going to 

Lancaster which is where I was first involved in caring for children . I think I was at 

Lancaster from about 1968 or 1969 for about six or seven years . 
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5. Around 1976 I spent a few months at Derry then went on to Glasgow and started at 

Cardonald House , which was further childcare . I spent two years at Cardonald 

House, from 1977 to 1979, and then I went to Oxford . I came back to Scotland and 

went to Bonnyrigg, Lasswade from about 1981 until about 1983. I was back at 

Cardonald House in 1983 and again in 1998 but that was for reception and 

collecting. I stayed there but there were no children there at all then. I have also 

been at lsleworth in London, Wrexham and I was in California , from 2003 until 2015 . 

I then returned to Ireland, and I'm at Fahan near Donegal now. 

Training provided for working with children. 

6. I completed the two year NNEB child care training for 0-5 year olds in 1958. I also 

completed another child care course in Liverpool when I was at Birkenhead. When I 

arrived at Cardonald House I had a total of about seven years experience in caring 

for children. 

Nazareth House Children's Home, Cardonald House, Glasgow - 1977 - 1979 

General 

7. The first time I went to Cardonald House was in 1977 and I went for a two year 

period . I remember it was a big house and there was a children's section which was 

being renovated at the time, but we were in the main building . Up until that time the 

children had been in dormitories . To start with there was a purpose built building for 

one group of children which the diocese built. The rest of the house was then being 

renovated to accommodate another two groups of children. 

8. We were all in the one main building but it was divided up as there was also a 

section for the elderly as well. There was a section for the nuns to stay in and the 

section for the children . No staff stayed there at that time . 
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9. No other adults had any access to the children . I had two staff and two 

housekeepers and they were all female . I can only remember one member of staff 

and she was called Angela. With the exception of James Holywood who drove the 

minibus for trips and holidays, the staff were all female . 

10. My role when I went to Cardona Id House was that of house mother to the children. 

The children I looked after were aged between , about three or four up to maybe 

twelve. There were between fourteen and sixteen in the group and it was boys and 

girls. I was in charge of that group . 

11. I don't remember anyone leaving the group while I was there , as far as I remember it 

was the same group of children I looked after for the whole time I was there . My 

group didn 't have a name. 

12. There were two other groups in that section and the children in those groups might 

have been a bit older. Some of them would have been thirteen or maybe fourteen 

years old and they were similar sizes of groups. The nuns in charge of the other 

groups were Sister and Sister

13. There were our three groups and I think there was another group on its own . I think 

the other group was partly new and it was Sister that was in charge of 

that group at the time I was there. She's since died . 

14. The Mother Superior at the home when I was there was Sister  We were a 

community so there were many other nuns, they are all in heaven. I remember Sister 

 Sister Evangelista and there was Sister Oregaen , I can 't 

remember all of them now. 

First day for children 

15. When children came for the first time I would always be there . They would come and 

meet the group with whoever brought them would stay with them . That could be a 

relative or a social worker. I would meet them myself or with the staff. 
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