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Support persons present: Brother John Burke (Supporter, Christian Brothers) 

Ross Gardner (Legal representation, Adams Whyte) 

Others present: Blair Johnstone (Clyde & Co) 

1. My name is  I was known as Brother however, most 

people call me They have done for years. My date of birth is 

1936. My contact details are known to the Inquiry. 

Life before joining St Ninian's 

2. I lived in Limerick until I was fourteen. I left the family home for the purposes of 

education. I started at a school called St Joseph's in the Wirral, Merseyside, in 

about 1950. I had three years' worth of education there. I then spent a year in 

education learning what the Christian Brothers were about. After I'd completed that, 

I joined the Christian Brothers. That was in 1954. 

3. I then spent about a year in a Christian Brothers house in Cambridge. At that time 

there were a number of Brothers who were at university. The idea for me was to 

attend the local polytechnic and then apply to one of the colleges in Cambridge. 

However, I ultimately went to be an assistant teacher. Our system at that time was 

that we were expected to get some experience of teaching before we entered 

teacher training. The Order did that to make sure that those who wanted to become 

a teacher were suitable to be teachers. 
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4. I spent a year working as a teaching assistant at a school called St Brendan's in 

Cambridge. I worked with a novice master called Patrick Ellis. He was from 

Liverpool. He was a brilliant teacher. He used to emphasise that if you were in 

education you educated "the whole man." I remember that he was in contact with a 

group in New York who were interested in a French philosopher called Pierre 

Teilhard de Chardin. Pierre Teilhard de Chardin worked at Peking University. My 

master got access to Pierre Teilhard de Chardin's work through this group. Back 

then Pierre Teilhard de Chardin's work was the latest in thinking. He was trying to 

put together basic ideas on where evolution came from. He looked at how, as 

people, we all evolved from different structures. He emphasised listening to people 

to understand where they are. 

5. I then ended up being sent to a school called St Boniface's in Plymouth. I took the 

place of another teaching assistant in about 1955. It was a direct grant grammar 

school. It had a boarding section. However, I wasn't associated with the boarders. 

6. After St Boniface's I went to St Mary's University in Twickenham, London. The 

University was run by ascension priests but it was part of the wider education 

system. You didn't have to be someone who was involved with the Christian 

Brothers to attend there. I'd say that there were probably only four students, 

including myself, from the Christian Brothers out of the 169 students in my year. 

There were lots of lay people of both genders at St Mary's. 

7. I was at St Mary's for two years. After those two years I became a qualified teacher. 

I finished the qualification. I was in the last group who could do that in two years. 

After I graduated the course became a three year long course. I was recommended 

by two of my tutors to go back for a third year. However, my provincial said I couldn't 

do that. He made me go up to St Ninian's. That was in 1959. I was told I was 

going up there to do relief work over

8. I didn't go through an interview process before I was given my role at St Ninian's. I 

was just told to go there by my provincial. He felt that that was the best place for me 

to go. I don't think there were people queuing up to go to St Ninian's back then. 
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Childcare qualifications and training before going to St Ninian's 

9. Before joining St Ninian's I had worked as a teaching assistant but I hadn't worked 

as a full time teacher. I was given no training after I arrived at St Ninian's with 

regards to my new role. I wasn't given any training or sent on any courses to learn 

how to look after the boys. 

St Ninian's, Falkland, Fife 

10. I went to St Ninian's in 1959. I ended up staying there for seven years. I left in 

1966. St Ninian's was a residential school. It was very different to what I had 

experienced before. When I arrived there were only twenty eight boys. I remember 

that over the years the highest number of boys who were there was thirty-six. The 

number of boys at St Ninian's may have gone above that after I left. 

11. The boys had to be twelve years old to go to St Ninian's. They left at school leaving 

age. I can't remember what age that was because it changed between fourteen and 

sixteen and I can't remember when that change happened. All the boys were 

residential. There were no day pupils. 

Layout at St Ninian's 

12. St Ninian's was like an old manor house. It had a large courtyard. The CDT rooms 

were where woodwork, metal work and mechanics were done. They were located 

on the lower floor of the main house. The science lab was located on the ground 

floor. The other classrooms were on the first floor of the main house. In time we 

built up quite a large mechanics section in the dungeons. The dungeons were what 

we called the basement in the main house. There were two cars on brick pillars. 

The boys could work on the cars there. There was a gym where they could play five

a-side football. 
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13. When I first arrived at St Ninian's the grass hadn't been cut for years. I remember 

that the grass was so long on the playing fields that I could only see the crossbar of 

the football posts sticking out and that was it. The moles had run riot on the field. 

got a tractor and cut the fields like a normal school would. After that we used the 

fields for football, rugby and athletics. 

14. I made an area outside the backdoor of the house where the boys could play 

football. I built, with Mr an army obstacle training course. The boys could go 

there and do what they wanted. 

15. At one stage people were thinking, instead of just having the main house, we'd have 

four houses built on different corners of the estate for the boys to board in and the 

main house would only be used for the school. I think it was realised that it wouldn't 

be practicable, in such an isolated place, to get the staff to be able to do that. 

Houses, housemasters, house captains, house rooms 

16. When I joined St Ninian's I agreed with the other staff there that we would form two 

houses. The houses were called the Ramsays and the Stewarts. All the boys were 

divided between the two houses. 

17. Brother and Brother became the housemasters in the sense that they 

were heads of each of those houses. I remember that the Stuart house wasn't as 

family orientated as the Ramsay house. That was because Brother used to 

spend a lot more time with the boys in his house. Brother wasn't as involved 

as Brother was with his house. 

18. Each house had their own house captain selected from the senior boys in that 

house. There were lots of magnificent boys at St Ninian's during my time there. 

Some of them were very mature. The house captains generally decided where the 

boys would sleep if I didn't have a reason for putting a boy in a particular place. It 

was really the house captains who decided which boys went together. 
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19. Each house had its own house room. The house captain, the housemaster and the 

house members of the particular house were the only ones allowed into those 

rooms. You couldn't just walk into the house rooms. I remember that a young boy 

had been badly treated. I went looking for the boy who had done what he had done 

to the young boy. I went into the Ramsay house room. I remember that a boy called 

told me to get out because I wasn't part of that house. I was told to 

get out because I hadn't asked anyone to be in there and I shouldn't have been in 

there. That's how firm the rule was. 

The children at St Ninian's 

20. Brother told me that the school had been set up as a school and home for 

orphaned and neglected boys. There wasn't really any information given to us about 

the specific backgrounds of the children. We knew that many of the boys had had a 

difficult time up until the point they came to the school. It wasn't necessarily the case 

that all the boys came from difficult backgrounds. Some of the boys were orphans 

who had never been given a chance. 

21. For better or worse, I decided that I didn't want to know about the backgrounds of the 

boys who were there. I wanted to see each boy as their own boy. I didn't find that 

there was any great difference between the boys at St Ninian's and those I had 

taught before. 

My role at St Ninian's 

22. I don't remember what I was told about my role before I went to the school. What I 

became was a subject teacher at St Ninian's. I mostly taught  and 

However, I also had to pick up other bits and pieces as well. I ended 

up teaching some and classes. What I taught depended upon 

what staff we had at a particular time. 

23. I also became the housemaster looking after the dormitories. I was the only one who 

had that role. I didn't know that I would be taking on that role until I started at St 
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Ninian's. Brother appointed me to that role. Nobody else wanted that role 

throughout the six years I was there. In my role as , I was responsible 

for the boy's behaviour and making sure they had what they should have. 

The staff at St Ninian's 

General comments on the staffing at St Ninian's 

24. Throughout the academic year there were always about four teaching staff present 

who were Brothers. Most of the Brothers had experienced working in grammar 

schools. On top of that there was one lay teacher who came in from the village. 

arrived during the holiday time. When I arrived at the school there were only two 

staff members including myself present. That was because the other two staff 

members were on holiday. 

25. St Ninian's was very much understaffed. It was not that easy to get staff because we 

were out in the sticks. Not many people were self-mobile in those day. Staff would, 

more or less, have to 'live in' if they worked at the school. We definitely didn't have 

sufficient staff at St Ninian's. 

26. We had no backup of any kind in terms of staffing. Sometimes classes went 

unsupervised because there weren't enough staff members. If I had a boy who was 

being difficult I couldn't send him out of the class to see someone because there 

wasn't anyone I could send them to. That was the same for the other teachers and 

their classes. You just had to deal with things there and then. That is different to all 

the schools I worked in since. There was always someone free who I could send a 

pupil who was having a troubling spell to. There was always someone available to 

supervise that pupil in those circumstances. We had nothing like that at St Ninian's. 

27. If I had to send boys out of class I wouldn't send the boy to Brother I would 

send them to Mrs Robertson. She was by far the best person to deal with boys who 

misbehaved. We even used her when boys used mild violence against staff. She 
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was the person that we sent boys to. As a seamstress, Mrs Robertson, whilst being 

in regular contact with the boys, was a stage removed from the school situation. She 

could be immediately available to help. The boys and staff appreciated her 

personality. 

28. Another effect of being understaffed was that it was very difficult for the staff and 

Brothers to have a group meeting at St Ninian's. I had no free time or free periods at 

school to do that. There was never the time to meet. 

29. I remember that we were so understaffed that sometimes boys would come up to me 

and say that there was nobody supervising a particular class. The boy would come 

and tell me that because they would be afraid of being left unsupervised and get 

bullied from the other boys. 

30. After I left St Ninian's they did increase the staff numbers. I know that when I left 

three new Brothers came in. I think the number of Brothers went up to about six 

Brothers. 

Brothers at St Ninian's 

31. Brother was the I would say he was in his fifties when I was 

there. He taught History, Geography and whatever else needed to be picked up. He 

was Scottish qualified. That was essential for a back then. He left 

before I did. Brother took over  from Brother before I left. 

32. Brother  would have been in his early sixties when I arrived. 

He was 

the He didn't have a teaching role but he supervised all of the meals. He 

was the . I remember that Brother was ill 

when I arrived. He had high blood pressure and something else which I can't 

remember. He was like the grandfather of the house. The boys used to like him 

very much. The boys' interactions with him were very good. 
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33. Brother was a teacher. I'd say he was in his forties when I 

arrived. He was known as Brothe by the boys. I have forgotten what the 

main subject was that he used to teach. He did teach some of the maths classes 

though. He didn't really have interactions with the boys. He just came in, taught his 

classes then left. I think Brother came to St Ninian's at the same time as me. 

I don't remember how many years into my time there that he left. 

34. Brother was a Brother who was there whilst I was there. He was young. He 

left before I left. 

Lay staff 

35. Mr was a lay teacher who came in from the village. He was there the whole 

time as me. He was maybe in his late forties when he was with me. He taught 

He would combine with me on particular subjects to do 

project work. We combined a lot of our work and taught the children as one group. 

Mr would provide the equipment to make things like friction boards or that type 

of thing. 

36. Mr first name was The boys always called him They used it 

as an affectionate term. They really were fond of him. His interactions with the 

children were excellent. He was able to joke with them. That wasn't something I 

could do. I was always sort of deadpan. 

37. Mr didn't live in the school but he spent so much time there he might as well 

have. He had his own family in the village. He was an elder with the local Church of 

Scotland kirk. He was ex-RAF. He was a fitter by trade. He was a champion shot

putter and discus thrower in the RAF. He was a lovely footballer. He could have 

been a first division footballer. His mum wouldn't allow his family to make whatever 

money from whatever skills they had. His mother was very religious. 
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38. We had a student at St Ninian's called Mr Donan. He had been a clerical student 

with the Jesuits. He was an albino. He helped out at the school for one year. He 

was very helpful. He didn't have a teaching role but he used to sit in on lessons. 

39. Mrs Robertson was the seamstress. She came from the village. My guess is that 

she would have been in her sixties when I was at the school with her. I regarded her 

as a member of staff rather than just a seamstress. I think she was an extraordinary 

person at St Ninian's. 

40. Mr Robertson, who was Mrs Robertson's husband, was the gardener. His nickname 

was Geordie. He lived with Mrs Robertson in the village. He would sometimes look 

after the boys at break times in the mornings so the staff could get a coffee. 

41. There wasn't a matron at the school when I started. That all started later on. During 

my time at the school there were a number of matrons who came and went. I can't 

remember their names. They all lived in a self-contained flat in the school. The 

matrons would supervise the charges, which were chores for the boys, and make 

sure the place was clean and swept. 

42. There were two resident cooks who cooked all the meals. They had their own flats. 

One was called Mary. I don't remember the other one's real name. I remember that 

she was nicknamed Caw Caw by the boys. She was called that because she had a 

husky voice. The boys thought that when she spoke she sounded like a crow. 

Brothers I am aware worked at St Ninian's but weren't there during my time there 

43. I replaced Brother so I did not work with him during my 

time at St Ninian's. I'd say he would have been about sixtyish when I took over from 

him. I heard from the boys after I arrived that Brother  was 

quite a strict disciplinarian I understood that he would shout at 

them and things like that. There was no mention of physical abuse. My 

understanding was that it was more verbal than anything else. 
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44. I did meet Brother on occasion later on. We talked about 

me taking over his classes. I remember that he had built up an international 

geological collection that I was very interested in. He had got the collection from a 

parson who had had to downsize his collection. That had been left at St Ninian's for 

the boys to look at in a cabinet. 

45. Brother came after me. I didn't work with him. I think he came to St 

Ninian's after I left. I replaced him later on in a place in Gibraltar. Brother

was not there whilst I was there. Other Brothers I remember arriving 

after me are Brother Bob Hanley and a Brother called Frank. I can't remember his 

surname. He taught PE and sports. 

Routine and life at St Ninian's 

Admission 

46. I did once ask a Children's Officer from Edinburgh "on what do you decide when you 

decide to send a boy to St Ninian's?" He told me that they wanted the children who 

went to St Ninian's to be educated. He said that some of the places where they sent 

children were places where they just 'minded' the children and nothing else. 

47. New children would come throughout the year. When a new boy came in Brother 

Brother and the two house captains got together and decided who 

would get the new boy who had come in. I wasn't involved with that. The house 

captains would then decide where the boy would sleep. 

Daily routine 

48. I woke the boys up in the morning. I would go from room to room clapping my hands 

telling them to get up. I would turn the lights on if need be. That would have been 

about 7:30 am. Once the boys got up they turned their beds down then went to their 

wash room. The boys would wash their hands and faces before returning back to 
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their rooms. The boys then got dressed before heading down for breakfast. 

Breakfast was held at about 8:00 am. 

49. After breakfast the boys were split into two groups who took it in turns either to clear 

up after breakfast or go up to their rooms in order to tidy up. After that the boys did 

their charges. A bell would then ring to assemble all the boys together from 

wherever they would have been in the house. All the boys would assemble in the TV 

room for about 9:00 am. Brother would then say something for the day ahead. 

After that the boys went off for their classes for the morning. Dinner was had about 

12:00 noon. After that the boys had a break. There were then classes in the 

afternoon. I would imagine they ended at about 4:00 pm. The boys would then have 

their tea. 

50. After tea we had outdoor games if the weather was fine. It would be football, rugby 

or athletics. After games there was time for the boys to wash if they wanted to. After 

that there was homework. Homework was a flexible thing. Sometimes the boys 

would give talks instead of doing homework. It could be on science or whatever the 

boy was interested in. Sometimes members of staff would arrange for something to 

be put on. After that the boys went to bed. Lights out was about 10:00 pm or 10:30 

pm. I'd have a chat with the boys in each room before I turned the lights out. After 

that I went to my own bed to sleep. 

51. There was a structure during weekends. Saturday mornings for the boys were free 

apart from looking after their beds and their own hygiene. In the afternoon the boys 

tended to have sporting fixtures arranged against teams from the other villages 

nearby. It was usually football but there were sometimes rugby fixtures. The football 

fixtures happened fairly often. Everybody went to church on a Sunday morning. 

After that the boys were free to go wherever they wanted. Some of the boys would 

go and meet the girls in the village. 
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Sleeping arrangements 

52. We had a group of rooms in a 'U-shape' around the courtyard at St Ninian's. There 

were at least ten rooms. They would have been the old servant's quarters when the 

place was a manor house. Some of the rooms were larger than others. I had one of 

the ten rooms. It was a small box room in the 'U-shape' where the dormitories were. 

It was a wholly separate single room on its own. That's where I lived really. Down 

some stairs further on were the other rooms. The rest of the Brothers were in other 

parts of the building. 

Washing and bathing 

53. The boys had a washroom. It had a bank of footbaths and ordinary basins. There 

was a shower room. The shower room had shower cubicles. It was unheated. 

Food 

54. Brothe would get the dining room ready for meals before the boys came 

down. 

Clothes 

55. The boys brought clothes with them when they arrive. The boys were also allocated 

clothes. Mrs Robertson looked after all of that. She would give them all a change of 

clothing once a week. I don't know where she got the clothes from. I don't 

remember whether the clothes were new or second-hand. 

56. We had a uniform for the boys for when we went out. They had a blazer that was 

similar to the be worn by Scotus Academy in Edinburgh. If I remember right Scotus 

Academy copied us rather than the other way round in terms of uniform. If we 

weren't out and about the time boys just wore a shirt and tie. 
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Charges 

57. Charges were given to all the boys to do during the week. Charges were like chores. 

Charges were what we called their area of cleaning. It was sweeping the stairs or 

something like that. I don't think charges were done at the weekends. 

58. I think the headmaster or the matron allocated the charges. If a boy didn't do their 

charge the matron would look for the boy and get him to re-do or do whatever it was. 

If the boy continually didn't do their charge then she would get the boy to come to 

speak to me. If a boy came to speak to me I would have a chat with them and tell 

them that if he didn't co-operate he could get punished. 

Leisure time 

59. St Ninian's was quite well known for its games. We had teams who went out by 

coach and played fixtures against other schools. There was a group of people they 

called The Carthenians. They were sort of a group of business people who helped 

out with the school. One of the members of the group was a former teacher. I can't 

remember his name. He helped me with the arranging with me sporting fixtures 

against other schools for the boys. 

60. Part of the thinking at St Ninian's was to introduce new things when we could. We 

had all sorts of activities. There was a room where there were table tennis tables. 

There was a fair amount of 'unofficial boxing' amongst the boys. Because of that we 

decided to set up a boxing ring and buy some equipment. We did boxing for around 

about a term. I ended up having to cancel it because all the boys were doing during 

bouts was aiming for each other's noses. I would end up having to stop each bout 

as soon as the boys were bleeding. Had there been concerns or instances of ring 

injuries we would not have been able to continue with the boxing. No boy was 

required to have medical treatment. 

61. I remember Mr organised chess tournaments. All the boys would get dressed 

up as the chess pieces and the floor on the gym would be marked out like a chess 
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board. Then boys would arrange themselves on the board and play against one 

another. That took up quite a while. There would be biscuits and whatnot at the end 

of it. 

62. Brother filmed a lot of the boys' activities using an old RAF Canon 16mm 

cine-camera. He would film the football, rugby and chess games. He would show 

the films to the boys during the winter time. I don't know where the films were 

stored. I presume the house captains would have had them. They would have been 

kept in a cupboard in one of the house rooms. 

Possessions 

63. The boys were allowed to keep personal possessions. The boys had a bedside 

cabinet where they could store them. 

Trips home to see relatives 

64. None of the boys returned to their families at weekends. They had nobody to go to. 

Holidays 

65. The boys would have been allowed to go on holiday during the holidays if they had 

somewhere to go. However, in reality the boys had nowhere to go. During my time 

at St Ninian's most of the boys stayed at the school during school holidays. There 

were no classes during the school holidays. We did a lot more activities during those 

days when we could afford it. 

66. Brother was a  Every year he took a group of boys camping in 

Scotland. I don't know who else went with him. I didn't go on those trips because I 

was on holiday during those parts of the summers. During the summer holidays two 

of the Brothers took the first three weeks off as holiday and two of the Brothers took 

the last three weeks off as holiday. 
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67. Every second year we saved up to hire a coach and take a group of boys camping in 

France and Spain. I didn't have anything to do with the planning of those trips. 

Brother and Brother organised all of that. Most of the staff would go 

on those trips. It was usually only the cooks and the matron who wouldn't go. Mrs 

Robertson didn't want to go. Mr acted as the cook on those trips. I remember 

that we were often hungry during the three weeks. We camped at various sites all 

the way down to Lourdes and a little way into Spain. 

Trips 

68. Mr was a highly qualified swimming coach and lifeguard from his years in the 

RAF. We went to Perth swimming baths when we could. We got there by coach. 

69. We occasionally took a group of boys out for the day. The house captains would be 

involved in sorting out the groups. I remember being given a group who wanted to 

go to Edinburgh. I ended up taking the group to Edinburgh. When we got to 

Edinburgh the boys had different options for what they could do. Some wanted to 

have a meal in a cafe on Princes Street. We ended up going to Princes Street to 

look at a number of cafes. The boys chose Crawfords on Princes Street. 

70. I looked at the cost of things before we went in and agreed with the people inside 

what we could afford. The cafe agreed to let us in. They put some tables together. 

I'm sure they thought, because of the blazers the boys were wearing, we were from 

Scotus Academy. One time one of the boys made a mistake or something and 

started laughing. By the time we left the whole cafe was laughing with the boys. 

The Army's involvement with the school 

71. The army's recruiters used to come to visit the school. Somebody must have got 

them interested in our place. They became very familiar with the boys. I remember 

that The Corps of the Royal Electrical and Mechanical Engineers (REME) had an 

army training centre near Carlisle. That was like an army apprenticeship school. 

The commandant of that centre would ask us whether we would like to send some 
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boys there when they were free. They had different camps at different places. I 

would ask the senior boys whether they wanted to go. They always would want to 

go. The army would then come on the Friday to pick four or five boys up and take 

them camping for the weekend. That might have happened about once a month or 

something like that. 

72. I remember that I went down a couple of times to visit the REME training centre near 

Carlisle. I went to visit the boys who had left St Ninian's and got in there. I 

remember the commandant there told me that they boys who came from St Ninian's 

were very good and that they fitted in easily to the camp. He said that they had 

sometimes had problems with boys who had come from homes but that wasn't the 

case with the boys from St Ninian's. 

Birthdays and Christmas 

73. The boys' birthdays weren't celebrated. Quite often we got presents from some of 

the newspapers to give to the boys at Christmas time. The boys would write back to 

the people who sent the presents to say thank you. 

Pastoral care 

7 4. There wasn't a psychologist or counsellor who came into the school. I remember 

that Brother  was a member of a group who met in Kirkcaldy. I don't remember 

what that group was. One of the members of that group was a psychologist. I 

remember that Brother  used to discuss the problems we had with boys with 

this person. I don't remember him sharing what he had learnt from that group with 

us. 

75. The only person who dealt with the emotional needs of the children was Mrs 

Robertson. I realised very early on that Mrs Robertson was very important for the 

boys. She was the staff member that most of the boys asked to go and see if they 

had a complaint about something. I don't think she had any training. She was just a 

natural. I tried to get Brother to recognise Mrs Robertson as a member of staff 
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and not just a seamstress. I tried to expand Mrs Robertson's role. Brother

didn't agree to that. In reality her role expanded anyway. 

76. Both Mrs Robertson and I were interested in having a system of evaluation to look at 

what was happening. Mrs Robertson used to serve tea and biscuits after dinner. 

She would invite all the staff into her sewing room. She, more or less from the 

beginning, took charge of the agenda. Some staff didn't like her doing that because 

they felt that she was just a seamstress. However, she really just had the interest of 

the boys at heart. A small group of us persevered with the meetings. We would 

bring up whatever points we wanted to discuss. Mrs Robertson would, on occasion, 

tell me that I needed to apologise to a particular boy. She had no problem with 

telling anybody anything about what she thought. 

Sex education 

77. I taught sex education in my classes. I used to share with the boys BBC 

schools programmes from the TV and radio. We followed those programmes 

closely. We always did that in class. The BBC radio programmes were very explicit. 

Sex for the boys was just another personal aspect of life. There was nothing 

extraordinary about it. 

Bed-wetting 

78. We always had boys who had problems with wetting their bed. I saw all of that 

happening often. Some boys wet their beds almost every night. There were two 

rooms nearest to the showers. One room had five beds in it and the other had four 

beds in it. We used those rooms for children who wet the bed. Those boys also had 

an oil sheet. 

79. When I started at St Ninian's I was told by Brother that, by law, we had to 

have a night watchman to make sure that there was someone looking out for things 

like fires. Brother also told me that I had to call in on the boys who wet the 

bed on the hour every hour throughout the night. I was told I needed to go into the 
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dorms of the boys who wet their beds, turn the light on once and make sure the boys 

who wanted to went to the toilet. It was then up to them whether they wanted to go. 

I soon gave up doing that every hour. 

80. I gave that up going into those dorms hourly probably after a few months. I ended 

up assuming into my routine calling in on the boys once throughout the night and 

that was it. I'd do that around about midnight. I never checked the sheets or the 

beds. Nobody ever checked the beds like that. The boys knew when they had wet 

the bed. They just got up and they used the showers. 

81. Sometimes, when I went in at midnight to check on the boys who wet the bed, their 

beds would already be wet. They would just tell me if that was what had happened. 

Mrs Robertson had two cupboards where she kept extra sheets for boys who wet the 

bed. If a boy told me they needed another sheet I'd take the boy to those cupboards 

to get fresh sheets. 

82. Brother was the one who dealt with the boys who were found to have wet their 

beds in the mornings. He stayed in another part of the building. He'd come across 

in the morning. He would call in on the boys who were in the rooms for boys who 

wet their beds before I called in on the other boys. If Brother  found out a boy 

had wet their bed he would take the boy down to wash their sheets and pyjamas in 

the sinks in the showers. The boy would wash their sheets and pyjamas in the sinks 

whilst wearing a towel around them. They would then have a shower themselves. 

The boy would then take their wet washed sheets and pyjamas to where they would 

be dried. We never had a problem with drying the sheets and pyjamas. 

83. I remember that Brother introduced a scheme for the boys who wet their beds. 

If the boys had a night where they hadn't wet their beds they would be given an extra 

threepence pocket money. The scheme didn't work. 

84. Brother took over from Brother before I left St Ninian's. 

can't remember whether Brother continued doing what Brother did with 
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the boys who wet the bed when he took over. I don't remember what happened 

when he took over. 

Schooling 

85. When I joined St Ninian's I was young and mad keen on school. I was newly 

qualified. Comprehensive education was on the go at the time. I was really keen to 

get involved. I remember that Brother said to me that I could make any 

changes I liked as long as I didn't make any more work for him. After some time 

getting to know the place better I started developing the timetable with Brother

I think I started to develop that during the first year I was there. I ended up being 

involved with organising the timetable right up until I left. 

86. I don't remember there being a teaching syllabus in place when I arrived. However, 

a formal schooling syllabus was eventually put in place. I don't remember what the 

structure of that syllabus was. I don't know who put that in place. I don't remember 

much about it. 

87. I remember that I tried to introduce a course with Scottish examinations attached. 

That's the way that I wanted to teach. I ended up having to change those ambitions 

when I discovered that schools in Scotland allowed their children out to go potato 

picking for three weeks a year. I remember I went to Brother and said that I 

objected to us sending boys out to do that. Because of the geography of the area 

we sent the boys to pick potatoes, the three weeks for picking potatoes often 

became six weeks because of bad weather. For me, sending the children away for 

that period of time caused tremendous interruption to their education. So much so 

that it stopped the children from getting enough education to do exams. 

88. There was one exam that I did teach the boys towards. It was called The Army 

Apprentice Exam. It was a qualification that was just below 'O' Level standard. It 

was for those boys who were interested. There was never any pressure for the boys 

19 

WIT.001.002.6233

MOA

MOA

MOA



to become involved. I remember that the army recruiting group would help the boys 

with what they needed to pass that exam. 

Healthcare 

89. The GP resided in the village. The first GP I remember was a man called Dr White. 

We could send the boys down to him if we needed to. It was up to the matron to 

decide whether a boy should see the doctor. If we didn't have a matron employed at 

a particular time then Mrs Robertson decided whether a boy should be sent to the 

doctor for an appointment. 

90. There was always a suspicion when we sent the boy down for his appointment that 

he may not go to it. We ended up making sure that the boy met with someone we 

knew in the village to make sure they went to their appointment. I remember that Dr 

White eventually arranged to have a room at St Ninian's where he could come in to 

exam the boys in rotation once a week. After a while, unfortunately, Dr White 

contracted an illness to do with his lungs. Another doctor then took over. The 

replacement doctor didn't want to continue with the arrangement so we ended up 

going back to just sending the boys down to the village for appointments. 

91. There was a dentist who used to come to the village from Glasgow once a week. 

Either the matron or Mrs Robertson would decide whether a boy needed to be sent 

down to the dentist. I remember that that there was a problem with the dentist. A 

complaint was put in about him by a parent of child in the village who said that he 

had hit her during an appointment. When that happened he asked us whether we 

would like his dental chair. We then arranged for a room for him at St Ninian's to put 

the chair in. After that he came up every two weeks or so to examine the boys in 

rotation. I'd say that started sometime in the sixties. 
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Deaths 

92. one of the boys was a tremendous fighter. He always had a black 

mark on him from fighting with other boys. He was that way inclined. He just wanted 

to fight. It seemed to me that there was a problem. I organised for  to 

be sent to Dr White. It was his advice after he saw him that shouldn't 

play games or swim. I decided to try and occupy during games after he 

stopped being able to do that. He became something like my right hand man. He 

would go into the  and tidy up or help try and make models. I trusted 

him with all of my keys. 

93. used to go and see the matron on occasion. On one particular occasion 

he managed to persuade the matron to ask me to allow him to play some games. I 

still refused. The matron then sent to the doctor again. By this time Dr 

White was off with tuberculosis and it was a new doctor. This new doctor 

recommended that be allowed to play football. I refused to allow it 

because the doctor hadn't put that in writing. I asked the matron to ask this doctor to 

put his advice in writing. When she did that the doctor refused. He said that it was 

sufficient for him to just tell us what he thought. Because we never got in writing the 

doctor's advice I continued to stop playing games. 

94. One day it was too wet for us to go out for games. We decided to have an indoor 

session instead. Mr  took half of the boys into the gym. I took the other half of 

the children into the TV room. I made, with the boys, some space in the room for 

them to do some indoor wrestling. It was a very mild thing. It was basically one boy 

lifting another off of the floor. was initially with Mr group but he 

asked Mr whether he could come in and see me. Mr  agreed and

came into the TV room. I asked o sit down on a chair to join us and 

watch. We carried on with the wrestling. I don't know what happened to make him 

do it but kicked a boy who got near his bum. The boy's name was 

I ended up intervening to stop the two boys entangling with each 

other. carried on trying to lift him though. Low and behold

tried to kick again. I separated them again. 
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95. At this point both the boys asked me whether they could sort out their differences in 

the boxing ring. They asked me whether they could put the boxing gloves on. 

Unfortunately, I agreed to that. Both the boys put the gloves on. They wandered 

around the boxing ring. They never touched gloves.  then came across 

to me and said he was very tired. I looked down and could see a big bulge in his 

chest. I told to sit down on a chair. He tried to sit down on a chair but 

slipped to the ground. He started to froth at the mouth. I sent one boy out to get the 

matron and another to get Brother  I told the boy who went to get Brother 

to say to him to ring for the doctor from the village. 

96. The doctor came within five minutes. was dead though. I carried him 

up in my arms to his dormitory. I then went back to my group. I don't think any 

support was provided to the children when I went back down. We just put the TV on. 

Some of the boys played table tennis. 

97. Mrs Robertson told me that she washed body. She told me that when 

she washed him there wasn't a mark on him. The doctor then informed the police. 

The police then came that night to investigate. I spoke to them. I asked them 

whether they wanted to speak to any of the boys who had witnessed what 

happened. Four boys ended up speaking to the police. 

98. didn't have any family so there was no one to inform of his death. 

think he was left in a cardboard box with a Franciscan church in Glasgow. I believe 

that they tried to find his relatives but couldn't. 

99. There was a fatal accident inquiry. It was held in Fife. I was summoned to 

that. I was the only one who got a summons to it. When the inquiry was concluded 

the outcome was read out by the sheriff. His verdict was that death 

was accidental. He then told the jury that if they disagreed with the verdict they 

could put their hand up. None of them did though. They all accepted the sheriff's 

verdict. 
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100. There were no procedures in St Ninian's for when boys died. We just played it by 

ear. There were no procedures put in place after death for how to 

deal with things like that in the future. I remember that the boy's Children's Officer 

and Brother were called to a meeting in Edinburgh by a representative from 

London. I believe that they were told that if it happened again then they would be 

sacked. I don't know why they would be sacked but I did hear that's what happened. 

101. In about 1994 a past pupil, who was living rough on a beach in Denmark, made an 

accusation that had been murdered. I was never told the name of the 

person who made the accusation. The past pupil's accusation got to the archbishop 

in Edinburgh. He passed it on to the police and then that, in turn, was passed on to 

one of the Order's head offices in Manchester. When I found out about the 

accusation I found it very difficult to get any information from our headquarters in 

Manchester about what was going on. All I could get out of them was that I was one 

of six people that the police wanted to speak to. 

102. Two detectives ended up investigating what had happened. They didn't speak to 

me. They decided that there was no need to speak to me at that time. I never gave 

them a statement. I was never informed of any subsequent developments, other 

than what is stated. I did pass on the information that there was a hearing held in 

Cupar, Fife to the police though. 

103. I did speak to a lawyer. The lawyer was from a firm called Hill Dickinson in 

Liverpool. I spoke to him and gave him a statement. My statement was at least 

twenty pages long. I found the experience all very gruesome. 

104. I am aware that made a second statement to the Police. I understand 

that this contains contradictory information to his first statement. 
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Religious instruction 

105. The thinking of the staff at the school was that the school was a Catholic school. 

myself felt that the boys should have a choice whether they wanted to become 

involved in that side of things. When I first went to St Ninian's all the boys used to go 

to Mass first thing each morning. However, in time the boys made it clear to me that 

they didn't think that was a good idea. I agreed with them that it shouldn't be every 

day. Gradually, the boys and I managed to get the agreement of the other people in 

the community that they needn't attend every single day. We got it down from five 

days a week to three days a week. 

106. The Brothers and the boys would sometimes go down to the palace for a religious 

service. It would be at Christmas and Easter and that type of thing. 

Visitors 

Visits from friends and family 

107. I only remember about five occasions over the six years I was there where members 

of the boys' families came to visit St Ninian's. St Ninian's was too difficult to get to. 

Usually the way I found out that someone was visiting was that one of the boys told 

me that there was someone ringing the doorbell. They would just turn up. I wouldn't 

imagine that there was a record kept of when a visitor came. The person would then 

get to see whatever boy it was that they had come to visit. 

Visits from Children's Officers 

108. The Children's Officers came from the local authorities where the boy had come 

from. The Children's Officers were mostly always male. They didn't come to visit 

the boys very often. I did have some contact with the Children's Officers. Usually 

when they came I would sit down and have a cup of tea with them alongside the 

other staff. I presume that the Children's Officer was in conversation with Brother 
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regarding the boys. They would sometimes take boys out for the day. They'd 

go out for a meal or something like that. Not all of the Children's Officers did that. 

109. I think that a Children Officer's visits would be the sort of thing that went into the 

annals. The annals were what we called the daily records of St Ninian's. It would 

have been Brother or Brothe who would have recorded that. 

Records and record keeping 

110. I didn't keep records of the boys in my role as I knew them all. They 

knew me. The only place I kept any records was in the notebook I kept in my inside 

pocket. There was no book or document I wrote into other than that in terms of 

keeping records. I would tear pages out of my notebook and hand it to the 

headmaster if I had made a note of punishing a particular boy. 

111. There was a system called 'the annals.' The annals were like a diary of what went 

on during the day in the school as a whole. The annals were like the daily history of 

the school. I think the duty for keeping the annals updated was initially Brother 

 However, as time went on I think that duty was passed on to Brother 

I never wrote anything into the annals. I don't know where the annals were 

kept. 

112. When senior administrators from the Order came to make their annual visitation they 

would ask to look at the annals. They would look to see that they had been kept and 

check to see what had been written down. I remember that the senior administrator 

would discuss the contents of the annals with people. 

113. Brother kept a punishment book. It was his role to write in that. I don't know 

whether that information was placed anywhere else. I don't think it got put into the 

annals. I never wrote into the punishment book. 
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114. I'd imagine that there were records kept of what boys and staff came and went. If 

there was such a book it would have been Brothe who would have kept that. 

Inspections 

115. Every year all our communities have an assessment made of what is going on. We 

called it 'a visitation.' Visitations were undertaken by one of the senior administrators 

from the Order. They're usually from England. That's where the head house is. 

116. When they came to St Ninian's they interviewed people at the school. They'd go 

around the school and look into everything. I don't remember them sitting in classes. 

I do remember being spoken to though. A visitation sometimes lasted four or five 

days. It could be longer. It all depended on what they wanted to see. After the 

visitation a report would be written up by the assessors. That would come back to St 

Ninian's. It would discuss their findings. 

117. I don't remember the senior administrators speaking with the children formally. They 

would have chatted with them but they wouldn't have had formal interviews with 

them. 

118. I don't remember there being any inspections undertaken by the local authority. 

There was at least one general inspection of St Ninian's by the Scottish education 

department whilst I was there. I remember only one inspection but I'd be surprised if 

there wasn't another one. That inspection lasted some days. They inspected 

everything. They even inspected the kitchens. I remember the inspector was very 

interested in the science we were doing. I didn't see a report following that 

inspection but Brother mentioned that there had been one. 
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Review of care I a child's progress 

119. The children didn't get report cards or progress reports. I presume that Brother 

and Brothe kept a record of the boys' progress during their time at the 

school. As a housemaster or teacher I didn't note anything down anywhere with 

regards to the boys' progress at St Ninian's. I did talk with Brother about 

things like that but I don't remember having to note anything or approve anything he 

had written down regarding a particular boy. 

Discharge from St Ninian's 

120. It was up to the Children's Officer to arrange for boys to leave. The boys could leave 

St Ninian's whenever the Children's Officer decided that it was good for them to do 

so. 

121. I remember there were a number of occasions when I felt that a boy was ready to go 

home. I would recommend to Brother that the boy go back to their family. I 

did that a number of times with boys I felt were ready to go back. After I spoke to 

Brother it was his role to speak with the Children's Officer. 

122. I remember there was one boy who came to us via a Children's Officer in Fife. The 

boy came at the request of the M.O.H. for Fife. I can't remember the boy's name but 

I can visualise him. He was very quiet and pleasant. The Children's Officer asked 

us to take the boy because the boy was having problems at school. He asked us to 

provide him with a place. I agreed to provide the boy with a place at St Ninian's. 

The boy joined us and settled down within six months. The boy was a very pleasant 

youngster. I reckoned that he was ready to leave after those six months. I 

recommended to Brother that the boy should go back to his family and normal 

school. However, even though I gave that recommendation, the boy wasn't given 

the chance to go back to his family. If I remember rightly the boy ended up staying 

with us for three years. 
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123. I don't know whether the boys who were leaving us were given any notice. The 

Children's Officer would come to collect the boy. The boy would just say cheerio and 

that was it. I don't know where the boys went after they left. 

Extension of time at St Ninian's for boys who requested that 

124. One year, one of the senior boys asked me whether he could stay on an extra year. 

I think the boy's surname was He was the boy in the place. He was 

a chronic bed-wetter but a wonderful person. I think he was afraid of leaving. I 

talked to him about it. I explained that there would have to be extra classes laid on. 

I said that there would need to be more boys than him in such a class. 

125. There ended up being a small group of boys who wanted to stay on for an extra year 

longer than they should do. There were five or six who wanted to stay on. In the 

end we did put on an extra year at the school for those boys at their request. 

My system of evaluation at St Ninian's 

126. Every institution has a way of going about things. Underlying all of that are 

processes. They are, if you like, the rules and regulations in place for when things 

take place. For the last twenty-five years of my teaching I developed an alternative 

type of curriculum for three types of students. I was always interested in groups. I 

had a curriculum for students who were antisocial, students who were getting lost in 

the school and students who had poor attendance. I developed a programme for 

those types of students. I ended up teaching twelve week courses on my system of 

evaluation. 

127. I prepared an early version of my system of evaluation with Mrs Robertson during my 

time at St Ninian's. Mrs Robertson was interested and had an input into it. I 

produced a document concerning a system of evaluation. I still have a later version 

of the document I drafted during my time at St Ninian's. I continued to use versions 
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of that throughout my career as a teacher. I may have shared an early version of it 

with the Brothers during my time at St Ninian's. I certainly shared a version of it with 

Mrs Robertson. I don't think Brother would have been particularly interested in 

it. 

128. Contained within the document I have now it says 'every person should feel good 

and wanted at the end of a session.' A session might be a class, a games session, a 

football match or whatever. Another part states 'the adult is in charge, and remains 

so, whilst the youth decides what about activity' and 'an adult will remain very helpful 

with a youth even when the youth has to sit apart until he calms down.' If I had a boy 

in class who would, for example, shout at you I would make sure that they sat 

separately from the rest of the class. I would have an area for them to sit. 

129. I wouldn't call my way of doing things punishment exercises. They were ways to get 

the boy to realise that they were part of the class, match or whatever. It was a way 

of getting them to realise that they needed to contribute towards the class. 

130. I also say in the document 'if an adult feels under pressure then the youth's 

wellbeing takes precedence.' For me the youth's wellbeing should always take 

precedent because the adult should be able to cope with whatever it is. The adult 

should be able to make whatever has happened better. It shouldn't effect 

relationships. 

Discipline and punishment 

Roles and responsibilities when it came to disciplining the boys 

131. By and large I found the behaviour of the boys quite positive. Most boys in St 

Ninian's during my time there never needed to be punished. However, when a boy 

did misbehave the person who was usually responsible for discipline and 

punishment was the headmaster. Serious things in terms of the boys' behaviour 

were always dealt with by the headmaster. 
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132. Brother attitude towards discipline was quite firm. Brothe had a 

completely different view of discipline to the Brother He was very casual. 

He'd talk with the boys whenever he could. 

133. I'd mostly discipline the boys myself, rather than sending them to Brother  if 

there was something that needed to be dealt with on the spot. I found that to be the 

most effective way. I would do that with things like bullying. There was no point 

disciplining a boy a week later on for something like that. I would talk to the boy who 

had been bullying at some time that day on their own. If the boy continued to bully 

then I would give them the strap. 

134. If I did punish a boy I would always try to write down what I had done in a notebook I 

carried in my inside pocket. I would let Brother know what I had done. I would 

tear the page out of my notebook and give it to him when I next saw him. 

135. Some members of staff might have particular problems with particular boys. 

Sometimes the boys wouldn't co-operate. Sometimes the other Brothers would refer 

boys to me if they had an issue with a boy's behaviour. Brother  used to do 

that with boys who had misbehaved in the dining room. I might have a chat with 

Brother in those circumstances. 

Corporal punishment 

136. A leather strap was used in St Ninian's by me to discipline the boys. Brother

was the one who gave me the strap that I used. I don't think other Brothers in St 

Ninian's used a strap. I don't think they had a strap. I never saw M  discipline 

or reprimand the children. He wouldn't have been able to use the belt on children. 

would imagine that I was provided with some sort of guidance on how to discipline 

the boys but I can't remember what that was. 

137. I think I was the only one given a strap because I was the I think I was 

given that when I arrived. Boys would only get the strap for persistent problems. 
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would, for example, give the strap if a boy bullied another boy and continued to do so 

after being talked to. I would give the boy the strap on their bottom. It would be two 

strokes over the boy's garments. I'd sometimes use it on the boy's hands. I did that 

on rare occasions. If it was on the hands it could be one or two strikes. 

138. I wrote down what the belt was used for. I gave that paper to Brother  Brother 

 was fairly meticulous about things. I assumed he kept it in the punishment 

book he maintained. I never put entries into that book. I don't recollect seeing the 

punishment book in St Ninian's. 

Removal of privileges 

139. We never used the removal of privilege as a way of disciplining the boys. I was 

against that. Boys who do something wrong just forget about what they had done. 

Boys would have disagreements with each other, sometimes with me, and just move 

on. 

Recollections of specific incidents of discipline and punishment 

140. I remember that on one occasion a boy physically assaulted Mr Mr ended 

up getting a black eye. Mrs Robertson came to see me about the incident. She 

advised me what she thought I should do. She said that she thought the boy should 

be strapped. The headmaster wasn't around for some reason at that time. I told her 

that it was a job for Brother not me. I passed on all the details to Brother 

when he came back. I can't remember what Brother ultimately did with 

the boy. I don't know what happened by way of punishment. There wasn't time for 

me to find out. My schedule was too full. Brother didn't feed back to me what 

he did with the boy. 

Abuse in St Ninian's - specific incidents witnessed or heard of by me 

141. I never saw any form of abuse undertaken by any of the staff towards the boys 

during my time at St Ninian's. In the time I was there I never saw any of the Brothers 
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or staff being physically abusive toward the boys. In the time I was there I never saw 

any of the Brothers or staff being verbally or emotionally abusive towards the boys. 

In the time I was there I never saw any of the Brothers or staff being sexually 

abusive towards the boys. However, I did hear of instances which I set out below. 

Brothe

142. Brothe didn't inspire a great deal of confidence in me. Boys would come and 

tell me sometimes that he hadn't come to take his class. I'd end up having to go up 

to his room and drag him down to take his class. 

143. One evening we went back to the house after games. Mrs Robertson was working 

late that evening. A boy came up to me and told me that Mrs Robertson wanted to 

see me. I don't recall the boy's name. I then went to see Mrs Robertson. She told 

me that a young boy had burst into her room after games and told her that Brother 

had touched his privates on the rugby pitch. She said the young boy told her 

that Brother grabbed his privates through his strong rugby shorts whilst a 

scrummage was taking place. I don't recall the young boy's name. She said that the 

boy had been shouting about it all. I remember that the boy in question had a 

hearing problem. He was one of the quietest boys in the school. Given that, she 

was surprised that he would be shouting. I talked with Mrs Robertson about what 

had happened. This type of complaint was unknown to me at the time. I don't recall 

there being any procedures in place for the reporting of such complaints or record 

keeping. 

144. I can't remember whether we got Brother in then or whether it was later on that 

evening. He was however informed at some point. I can't say what Brother

thought but Mrs Robertson and I found what the boy was saying was credible. 

can't say why we thought what the boy was saying was credible. We just did. I told 

Brother that I believed that Brother should be sacked. Brother

however, thought there wasn't sufficient reason for Brother to be removed. 

That's more or less what he said to me. 
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145. It was ultimately decided to get the provincial in. He came to St Ninian's from the 

Order's headquarters in Gloucestershire. The provincial's name was Brother 

Colman Carran. He is now dead. Brother Colman Corran's decided that the thing to 

do was to stop the boys playing rugby. I said to him that we had fixtures arranged 

against other schools. I said that we had made a commitment to those schools and 

we had to keep the fixtures. Brother Colman Carran still maintained that the solution 

was that rugby should be stopped at the school. I then gave Brother Colman Carran 

an ultimatum. I said that if Brother did not go then I would leave the school. 

After some discussion he asked for things to be left with him. I told him that things 

couldn't be left long. I said that he had to make a decision within a short period of 

time concerning how to deal with Brother

146. In the end Brother Colman Carran took Brother out of the school. I am not too 

sure about the timeframe for that. It could have been after a week. It might have 

been more than that. Prior to the incident I describe here I had heard nothing from 

the boys of a similar nature concerning Brother  I had never seen Brother 

doing anything like what the boy had described. I had never seen him 

abusing the boys physically, verbally or sexually. 

147. My guess is that the police were not informed and, as we had little knowledge of the 

family members, it would not have been possible to have informed them. At the 

time, I insisted that the Provincial be informed and action taken immediately. Mrs 

Robertson would have chatted to the boy and reassured him as she usually did. 

don't recall any other aspects of the event, along the lines of concern. 

Brother

148. There was an incident where a group of boys came up to speak to me about Brother 

Brother had hired some ice skates and taken some boys ice skating on 

the lake in the quarry at the back of the house. The water in the quarry had 

completely frozen.  captain of Ramsay House, spoke on behalf of 

the group of boys. He told me that some of the younger boys had been sitting on the 

banks watching them being taught to skate. He told me that they saw the younger 
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boys trying to break the ice. He said that when they saw that they refused to stay on 

the ice. They were scared they would fall through. They refused to skate. He said 

that after the boys came off the ice Brother told them that he would hire the 

skates again so as they could try and skate again the following Wednesday. He said 

that Brother had told them that they couldn't refuse. The group of boys said to 

me that they didn't want to go skating the following Wednesday. They felt it was 

dangerous. They told me that the villagers wouldn't have allowed anyone to go out 

onto the ice. 

149. The boys said that they had decided to speak to me because they wanted to see if I 

could sort it out. I then went to Brother to explain the things that the boys had 

said to me. He told me that his authority would be at stake if he didn't take the boys 

out. I told Brother that he couldn't take the boys out and that I would be taking 

them for games. I told him that was that. Brother didn't bother after that. 

That's the only time any of the boys reported anything to me about the way Brother 

was doing something. 

Peer on peer sexual abuse 

150. I know that boys sexually abused other boys whilst I was at St Ninian's because that 

was reported to me by Brother  There were some of the boys who used to 

masturbate one another. I personally got to know about that from Brother

The only time Brother and I met was at mealtimes. At those times we 

discussed whatever was immediate. I was aware that sexual activity between boys 

of equal age was different to sexual activity between senior and very junior boys. I 

was more concerned about the junior boys. I don't think that Brother and I had 

a shared view on sexual activity amongst boys in a severely single-sex teenage 

environment. 

151. I remember that there was another incident where a boy was taken to Brother

because his foreskin had been pulled back and he was unable to put it back to 

normal. The boy was called  He was a recently arrived, quite small and 
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young boy. older half-brother,  was also in the school. I don't 

recall how went to Brothe or who initiated the event. 

152. Brother sent  to the Dr White in the village. Dr White reported back via 

letter to Brother  that he had a concern that there might be some sort of 

homosexual behaviour going on. Brother was very annoyed by that. His view 

was that we were a Catholic school and that type of thing didn't go on. Brother 

 annoyance was expressed directly to me. 

153. Dr White said in his letter that it was his view that the boy was being abused. I don't 

know whether the letter was shared with all the Brothers. I can't remember whether I 

saw the letter. I imagine Brother just told me what the doctor had said so that I 

would be aware of it. I accepted the doctor's concern. 

154. I don't know what happened after that. I wasn't involved with any of the discussions. 

Brother dealt with it. I would never get involved if another Brother was dealing 

with a situation. We all felt that it wasn't good to have more than one person 

involved with disciplining the boys at the same time. I imagine that Brother got 

the boys concerned and talked to them. 

155. Later we discovered that some senior boys would take new boys into the bushes, 

near the house, take their trousers down and handle their foreskin, showing who was 

boss. I personally cleared the area of bushes and developed with Mr  a 

grassed area for recreation and the housing of pets such as rabbits, guinea pigs, 

mice, rats and hamsters. 

Bullying 

156. By and large, the boys who came to St Ninian's were boys who were used to not 

having their own privacy. They were used to always being supervised. We tried to 

change that. We wanted to allow them to have more space. It was about trying to 

create a bit of balance 
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157. Unfortunately, allowing the boys more space led to there being some bullying. Some 

of the senior boys bullied junior boys. There was another group of senior boys who 

would report these other senior boys for bullying the youngsters. 

Specific allegations of abuse against me 

Recollections o

158. I don't remember I am aware that he has provided a 

statement to the Inquiry and has made allegations against me. There are 

considerable contradictions between Mr statement to the police and 

his solicitor's statement with a view to obtaining compensation for him. 

Allegations made against me by

159. has said in his statement "Brothe got in bed beside 

me and touched me. He was clothed, and I had my pyjamas on. He touched me 

everywhere. I don't like saying that because it makes me feel dirty when I talk about 

it." That is false. 

160. has said in his statement "He touched my genitals and it 

happened quite a few times. It didn't happen every night, maybe because he was off 

duty. I didn't react to it or look, I froze. I hated what was happening. I was thirteen 

when it happened and just starting adulthood as I call it, maturity. I wanted more 

privacy." That is false. 

161. There weren't nights when I was off duty. My sleeping quarters were like a box room 

near the dormitories. It would hold only one bed. I didn't have sleeping 

accommodation anywhere else in St Ninian's. I didn't have a room in any other part 

of the building. Occasionally, when I was very tired, Brother would cover the 

dormitories for a couple of nights. He would sleep in my room and I would sleep in 

his room over in the other side of the house. Brother didn't assist at any time. 
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162. has said in his statement "Brother was tall with black 

hair and heavy rimmed glasses. I think he was Scottish. I would say he was about 

40. When he got into bed beside me his body was close to me." That is false. 

163. has said in his statement "I always thought because I was still 

a bed wetter there, maybe he was checking to see if I had wet the bed. That's what I 

thought; maybe he is checking but why not just feel the sheet? That's what I thought 

he was doing." I never checked the sheets or the beds. Nobody ever checked the 

beds like that. The boys knew when they had wet the bed. They got up and they 

used the showers. My door was always ajar. I was rarely called when a boy had 

wet the bed through the night. Any of the boys could ask me if they needed fresh 

sheets. We would go to Mrs Robertson's room and give them a sheet. That didn't 

happen very often. 

164. has said in his statement "I think Brother  was some 

kind o person because he put me in the rugby team although I had no interest. 

He was the teacher. I think when I reflect on it, he liked to be amongst young boys. 

You know what rugby is, it's a close touch body sport. I think he enjoyed it." I was 

involved with the rugby team. I was the only one who knew enough about rugby to 

coach it and referee it. What he says is just a load of rubbish. Most teachers who 

coach or referee rugby have no problems. 

165. has said in his statement "I think it was his way to get to 

boys, handling them. I think that's why he put me in the team. Brothe

touched me during the rugby and during the ruck, I could feel his hands. It wasn't a 

mistake and was his way of getting at boys." I'm under the impression that he has 

not remembered this but has spoken to someone who has made him say that. The 

boy would not have known the word "ruck" when he was at St Ninian's. That's a 

word that has become common nowadays. What he is saying is absolute rubbish. 

Firstly, when there's a ruck the referee doesn't get into the rucks. Secondly, if what 

he says is true, I can't run around a field with the whistle in one hand and have my 

other hand on him. It's all too ridiculous. 
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166.  has said in his statement "I always felt Brothe was 

watching me. I was watching him as he was watching me. He was watching the 

other boys in the showers. In the shower there was no privacy. There would be 5 or 

6 boys go in the one shower and wash away, which I wasn't happy with." There was 

only one person who could fit into each shower cubicle at any one time. There was 

no way I could have watched anyone in the showers. A shower could only hold one 

boy. There couldn't be any number of other boys in a cubicle. 

167. has said in his statement "I remembe  standing at the 

sink watching quite often. I remember him being there quite a lot. We were told to 

shower at nights, most nights especially after rugby. We would go to other schools 

to play rugby and I was terrified to take my clothes off and come out." I had to 

supervise the washing at the sinks at night time. On one side of the room were 

footbaths where the boys washed their feet and legs. On the other side were the 

hand basins where the boys washed their hands, faces and teeth. It was just an 

open space where they went in. I would stand there and supervise. They would 

present their hands and feet to me to show they had been washed. These boys 

quite often had to be supervised otherwise they wouldn't get washed. 

168. has said in his statement "I would get belted for trivial things. 

I was quite quiet, but I was getting older and I would start talking but he didn't like 

you to talk. I don't know why, but he loved giving me the belt, he thrived on it. I was 

belted on the hands. It was embarrassing getting the belt. You cried." That's just 

rubbish. The boys could talk all they wanted. 

169. has said in his statement "You got the belt for any trivial 

thing, like talking in the showers, you just had to go in there and do what you have to 

do and keep quiet. Everything was timed." The boys couldn't talk to one another 

because they were all in their own cubicles. Quite often, when they came out, they 

may be laughing and joking about how cold it was. They would then have to run in 

their towels to the changing room or up to their dormitory. 
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170.  has said in his statement "There was no one else in St 

Ninian's that I remember acted inappropriately towards me. It was jus he 

was the worst guy in there to me. I don't know what I done to desetve it. I don't 

know why he took a dislike to me." I don't think this boy has written these things off 

of his own bat. All the things he is talking about just didn't happen. 

171. I don't think I can provide an explanation why Mr is saying these things 

now. I wouldn't have any idea why he is saying these things. I presume it has been 

established by the Inquiry that Mr did attend St Ninian's? Judging by all 

the things that he has said, he didn't go there. There was no one patrolling 

dormitories and there was no one supervising showers in a way that they could see 

the boys showering. The way he describes things makes me wonder whether he 

was actually at St Ninian's. 

Reporting of abuse at St Ninian's 

172. When I arrived at St Ninian's I got the staff to agree that any boy, at any stage, could 

go to a teacher or a staff member if they wanted to go and see another teacher or 

staff member. They agreed that if any boy asked to do that then the teacher or staff 

member they spoke to would allow the boy to do that. 

173. Other than that I wasn't aware of there being a formal system in place at St Ninian's 

for boys to report things if they were unhappy about something. The boys pretty 

much used Mrs Robertson for that purpose. She acted as their aunt. 

17 4. I am not aware of any reports being made to Mrs Robertson concerning abuse at St 

Ninian's from any of the other boys other than the ones I have set out in this 

statement. Mrs Robertson would have spoken to me if she had been told anything. 

We had fairly regular meetings to discuss any concerns. She would have told me 

her concerns at these meetings. 
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Leaving St Ninian's 

175. It wasn't my decision to leave. One of the senior administrators from the Order made 

that decision following an assessment made during a visitation. I'd been working 

fourteen to sixteen hours a day, seven days a week. I was very tired. I wanted to do 

a degree in Geology. They decided that it was a good idea for me to move on. 

Prior statements 

176. I haven't been interviewed by the police other than immediately afte

died. I did speak to a lawyer from Hill Dickinson in about 1994 concerning  

death following an accusation that he had been murdered. I provided the 

lawyer with a statement. 

Closing thoughts 

177. About five years ago I stopped giving support to people I considered 'losers'. I came 

to the conclusion that anyone can bring an accusation against me no matter how 

long ago the substance of the accusation is remembered to have occurred. 

Memories can fester over the years leading to strongly held views. I have also come 

to the conclusion that fake accusations given initially, are worthy of hearing. 

178. Both of these conclusions have caused me to do some fundamental assessing about 

where I could have put my energies. When society doesn't put sufficient resources 

into an area of need, society needs to be left to pick up the pieces, not individuals. 

No individual should be left in the position, as I am, where they are devastated with 

accusations that are, for me, absolutely false. Nobody is sifting accusations out, like 

the ones made against me, before they get to me and devastate me. 

179. Well-meaning individuals may not be able to win. Certainly, remembered events 

have given me a great deal of concern over the years. I haven't been able to 
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understand how credence is apportioned to conflicting evidences relating to very 

many years ago. It is still a question that I have. I can highlight three ways in which 

the past and the future seem radically different to me. I remember the past and not 

the future. Causes precede the effect. I can make choices that effect the future but 

not the past. 

180. With the best will in the world I can't conjure up sufficient resources for the past. 

Public transport between St Ninian's and the boys' homes. Sufficient staff to apply 

modern thinking. Sufficient money to buy better trained staff, better food, better 

clothing, better counselling, better protective legislation, better schooling, better 

parents and better" administration of the boys and their needs. No matter what the 

Inquiry comes out with, if this doesn't apply, nothing much can happen. 

181. The only option I have is to live in the present. The causes which I refer to above 

are seen by the accuser are different from the causes seen by the accused. This to 

me is very important. If different causes are seen then responsibility for the effects 

are seen on different plains. Mr will see the effects on one plain. Mr 

will see the effects on another plain. Thinking and assessment may also be 

on different plains. Mr ill be assessing on one plain and Mr will 

be assessing on another plain. 

182. Losers are people who have not availed themselves of their free energy over a long 

period. Examples of free energy can be gained from courses, help centres, from 

good use of resources given and from employment. By this I don't necessarily mean 

meaningful employment. A poor person like Mr may not ever had 

meaningful employment. Some employment could be helpful if he had been able to 

avail himself of it. 

183. I was asked to write a profile of me for a webpage. On that webpage I said that I 

was fortunate to have experienced teaching in different types of schools and 

colleges. Teaching in the orphanage at St Ninian's made a lasting contribution to 

me. Some of the pupils were really wonderful people. However, a fourteen year old 

became ill and suddenly died in my care. 
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184. As far as the fnquiry is concerned I hope that it is very successful. Success will 

depend on money. 

185. I have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence 

to the Inquiry. I believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true. 

Signed ...... ······················ 

Dated ....... ~ .. 4./5./~.P../.'J .............................................. . 
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4. I spent a year working as a teaching assistant at a school called St Brendan's in 

Cambridge. I worked with a novice master called Patrick Ellis. He was from 

Liverpool. He was a brilliant teacher. He used to emphasise that if you were in 

education you educated "the whole man." I remember that he was in contact with a 

group in New York who were interested in a French philosopher called Pierre 

Teilhard de Chardin. Pierre Teilhard de Chardin worked at Peking University. My 

master got access to Pierre Teilhard de Chardin's work through this group. Back 

then Pierre Teilhard de Chardin's work was the latest in thinking. He was trying to 

put together basic ideas on where evolution came from. He looked at how, as 

people, we all evolved from different structures. He emphasised listening to people 

to understand where they are. 

5. I then ended up being sent to a school called St Boniface's in Plymouth. I took the 

place of another teaching assistant in about 1955. It was a direct grant grammar 

school. It had a boarding section. However, I wasn't associated with the boarders. 

6. After St Boniface's I went to St Mary's University in Twickenham, London. The 

University was run by ascension priests but it was part of the wider education 

system. You didn't have to be someone who was involved with the Christian 

Brothers to attend there. I'd say that there were probably only four students, 

including myself, from the Christian Brothers out of the 169 students in my year. 

There were lots of lay people of both genders at St Mary's. 

7. I was at St Mary's for two years. After those two years I became a qualified teacher. 

I finished the qualification. I was in the last group who could do that in two years. 

After I graduated the course became a three year long course. I was recommended 

by two of my tutors to go back for a third year. However, my provincial said I couldn't 

do that. He made me go up to St Ninian's. That was in May 1959. I was told I was 

going up there to do relief work over May, June and July. 

8. I didn't go through an interview process before I was given my role at St Ninian's. I 

was just told to go there by my provincial. He felt that that was the best place for me 

to go. I don't think there were people queuing up to go to St Ninian's back then. 
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Childcare qualifications and training before going to St Ninian's 

9. Before joining St Ninian's I had worked as a teaching assistant but I hadn't worked 

as a full time teacher. I was given no training after I arrived at St Ninian's with 

regards to my new role. I wasn't given any training or sent on any courses to learn 

how to look after the boys. 

St Ninian's, Falkland, Fife 

10. I went to St Ninian's in 1959. I ended up staying there for seven years. I left in 

1966. St Ninian's was a residential school. It was very different to what I had 

experienced before. When I arrived there were only twenty eight boys. I remember 

that over the years the highest number of boys who were there was thirty-six. The 

number of boys at St Ninian's may have gone above that after I left. 

11. The boys had to be twelve years old to go to St Ninian's. They left at school leaving 

age. I can't remember what age that was because it changed between fourteen and 

sixteen and I can't remember when that change happened. All the boys were 

residential. There were no day pupils. 

Layout at St Ninian's 

12. St Ninian's was like an old manor house. It had a large courtyard. The CDT rooms 

were where woodwork, metal work and mechanics were done. They were located 

on the lower floor of the main house. The science lab was located on the ground 

floor. The other classrooms were on the first floor of the main house. In time we 

built up quite a large mechanics section in the dungeons. The dungeons were what 

we called the basement in the main house. There were two cars on brick pillars. 

The boys could work on the cars there. There was a gym where they could play five

a-side football. 
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13. When I first arrived at St Ninian's the grass hadn't been cut for years. I remember 

that the grass was so long on the playing fields that I could only see the crossbar of 

the football posts sticking out and that was it. The moles had run riot on the field. 

got a tractor and cut the fields like a normal school would. After that we used the 

fields for football, rugby and athletics. 

14. I made an area outside the backdoor of the house where the boys could play 

football. I built, with Mr Joliff, an army obstacle training course. The boys could go 

there and do what they wanted. 

15. At one stage people were thinking, instead of just having the main house, we'd have 

four houses built on different corners of the estate for the boys to board in and the 

main house would only be used for the school. I think it was realised that it wouldn't 

be practicable, in such an isolated place, to get the staff to be able to do that. 

Houses, housemasters, house captains, house rooms 

16. When I joined St Ninian's I agreed with the other staff there that we would form two 

houses. The houses were called the Ramsays and the Stewarts. All the boys were 

divided between the two houses. 

17. Brother Nugent and Brother Blake became the housemasters in the sense that they 

were heads of each of those houses. I remember that the Stuart house wasn't as 

family orientated as the Ramsay house. That was because Brother Nugent used to 

spend a lot more time with the boys in his house. Brother Blake wasn't as involved 

as Brother Nugent was with his house. 

18. Each house had their own house captain selected from the senior boys in that 

house. There were lots of magnificent boys at St Ninian's during my time there. 

Some of them were very mature. The house captains generally decided where the 

boys would sleep if I didn't have a reason for putting a boy in a particular place. It 

was really the house captains who decided which boys went together. 
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19. Each house had its own house room. The house captain, the housemaster and the 

house members of the particular house were the only ones allowed into those 

rooms. You couldn't just walk into the house rooms. I remember that a young boy 

had been badly treated. I went looking for the boy who had done what he had done 

to the young boy. I went into the Ramsay house room. I remember that a boy called 

Vincent McGuire told me to get out because I wasn't part of that house. I was told to 

get out because I hadn't asked anyone to be in there and I shouldn't have been in 

there. That's how firm the rule was. 

The children at St Ninian's 

20. Brother Nugent told me that the school had been set up as a school and home for 

orphaned and neglected boys. There wasn't really any information given to us about 

the specific backgrounds of the children. We knew that many of the boys had had a 

difficult time up until the point they came to the school. It wasn't necessarily the case 

that all the boys came from difficult backgrounds. Some of the boys were orphans 

who had never been given a chance. 

21. For better or worse, I decided that I didn't want to know about the backgrounds of the 

boys who were there. I wanted to see each boy as their own boy. I didn't find that 

there was any great difference between the boys at St Ninian's and those I had 

taught before. 

My role at St Ninian's 

22. I don't remember what I was told about my role before I went to the school. What I 

became was a subject teacher at St Ninian's. I mostly taught General Science and 

Mathematics. However, I also had to pick up other bits and pieces as well. I ended 

up teaching some Religious and English classes. What I taught depended upon 

what staff we had at a particular time. 

23. I also became the housemaster looking after the dormitories. I was the only one who 

had that role. I didn't know that I would be taking on that role until I started at St 
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Ninian's. Brother Blake appointed me to that role. Nobody else wanted that role 

throughout the six years I was there. In my role as housemaster, I was responsible 

for the boy's behaviour and making sure they had what they should have. 

The staff at St Ninian's 

General comments on the staffing at St Ninian's 

24. Throughout the academic year there were always about four teaching staff present 

who were Brothers. Most of the Brothers had experienced working in grammar 

schools. On top of that there was one lay teacher who came in from the village. 

arrived during the holiday time. When I arrived at the school there were only two 

staff members including myself present. That was because the other two staff 

members were on holiday. 

25. St Ninian's was very much understaffed. It was not that easy to get staff because we 

were out in the sticks. Not many people were self-mobile in those day. Staff would, 

more or less, have to 'live in' if they worked at the school. We definitely didn't have 

sufficient staff at St Ninian's. 

26. We had no backup of any kind in terms of staffing. Sometimes classes went 

unsupervised because there weren't enough staff members. If I had a boy who was 

being difficult I couldn't send him out of the class to see someone because there 

wasn't anyone I could send them to. That was the same for the other teachers and 

their classes. You just had to deal with things there and then. That is different to all 

the schools I worked in since. There was always someone free who I could send a 

pupil who was having a troubling spell to. There was always someone available to 

supervise that pupil in those circumstances. We had nothing like that at St Ninian's. 

27. If I had to send boys out of class I wouldn't send the boy to Brother Blake. I would 

send them to Mrs Robertson. She was by far the best person to deal with boys who 

misbehaved. We even used her when boys used mild violence against staff. She 
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was the person that we sent boys to. As a seamstress, Mrs Robertson, whilst being 

in regular contact with the boys, was a stage removed from the school situation. She 

could be immediately available to help. The boys and staff appreciated her 

personality. 

28. Another effect of being understaffed was that it was very difficult for the staff and 

Brothers to have a group meeting at St Ninian's. I had no free time or free periods at 

school to do that. There was never the time to meet. 

29. I remember that we were so understaffed that sometimes boys would come up to me 

and say that there was nobody supervising a particular class. The boy would come 

and tell me that because they would be afraid of being left unsupervised and get 

bullied from the other boys. 

30. After I left St Ninian's they did increase the staff numbers. I know that when I left 

three new Brothers came in. I think the number of Brothers went up to about six 

Brothers. 

Brothers at St Ninian's 

31. Brother Blake was the headmaster. I would say he was in his fifties when I was 

there. He taught History, Geography and whatever else needed to be picked up. He 

was Scottish qualified. That was essential for a headmaster back then. He left 

before I did. Brother Ford took over as headmaster from Brother Blake before I left. 

32. Brother John Kevin Nugent would have been in his early sixties when I arrived. He 

was the one who opened St Ninian's. He did all the initial work setting it up. He was 

the bursar. He didn't have a teaching role but he supervised all of the meals. He 

was the housemaster of the Ramsay house. I remember that Brother Nugent was ill 

when I arrived. He had high blood pressure and something else which I can't 

remember. He was like the grandfather of the house. The boys used to like him 

very much. The boys' interactions with him were very good. 
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33. Brother Bernard Michael Gavin was a teacher. I'd say he was in his forties when I 

arrived. He was known as Brother Gavin by the boys. I have forgotten what the 

main subject was that he used to teach. He did teach some of the maths classes 

though. He didn't really have interactions with the boys. He just came in, taught his 

classes then left. I think Brother Gavin came to St Ninian's at the same time as me. 

I don't remember how many years into my time there that he left. 

34. Brother Mosely was a Brother who was there whilst I was there. He was young. He 

left before I left. 

Lay staff 

35. Mr Jollif was a lay teacher who came in from the village. He was there the whole 

time as me. He was maybe in his late forties when he was with me. He taught 

woodwork and metalwork. He would combine with me on particular subjects to do 

project work. We combined a lot of our work and taught the children as one group. 

Mr Joliff would provide the equipment to make things like friction boards or that type 

of thing. 

36. Mr Joliff's first name was Sam. The boys always called him "Sir Joliff." They used it 

as an affectionate term. They really were fond of him. His interactions with the 

children were excellent. He was able to joke with them. That wasn't something I 

could do. I was always sort of deadpan. 

37. Mr Jollif didn't live in the school but he spent so much time there he might as well 

have. He had his own family in the village. He was an elder with the local Church of 

Scotland kirk. He was ex-RAF. He was a fitter by trade. He was a champion shot

putter and discus thrower in the RAF. He was a lovely footballer. He could have 

been a first division footballer. His mum wouldn't allow his family to make whatever 

money from whatever skills they had. His mother was very religious. 
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38. We had a student at St Ninian's called Mr Donan. He had been a clerical student 

with the Jesuits. He was an albino. He helped out at the school for one year. He 

was very helpful. He didn't have a teaching role but he used to sit in on lessons. 

39. Mrs Robertson was the seamstress. She came from the village. My guess is that 

she would have been in her sixties when I was at the school with her. I regarded her 

as a member of staff rather than just a seamstress. I think she was an extraordinary 

person at St Ninian's. 

40. Mr Robertson, who was Mrs Robertson's husband, was the gardener. His nickname 

was Geordie. He lived with Mrs Robertson in the village. He would sometimes look 

after the boys at break times in the mornings so the staff could get a coffee. 

41. There wasn't a matron at the school when I started. That all started later on. During 

my time at the school there were a number of matrons who came and went. I can't 

remember their names. They all lived in a self-contained flat in the school. The 

matrons would supervise the charges, which were chores for the boys, and make 

sure the place was clean and swept. 

42. There were two resident cooks who cooked all the meals. They had their own flats. 

One was called Mary. I don't remember the other one's real name. I remember that 

she was nicknamed Caw Caw by the boys. She was called that because she had a 

husky voice. The boys thought that when she spoke she sounded like a crow. 

Brothers I am aware worked at St Ninian's but weren't there during my time there 

43. I replaced Brother Patrick Alfonso McKenna so I did not work with him during my 

time at St Ninian's. I'd say he would have been about sixtyish when I took over from 

him. I heard from the boys after I arrived that Brother Patrick Alfonso McKenna was 

quite a strict disciplinarian in the science lab. I understood that he would shout at 

them and things like that. There was no mention of physical abuse. My 

understanding was that it was more verbal than anything else. 
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44. I did meet Brother Patrick Alfonso McKenna on occasion later on. We talked about 

me taking over his science classes. I remember that he had built up an international 

geological collection that I was very interested in. He had got the collection from a 

parson who had had to downsize his collection. That had been left at St Ninian's for 

the boys to look at in a cabinet. 

45. Brother Gerald Ryan came after me. I didn't work with him. I think he came to St 

Ninian's after I left. I replaced him later on in a place in Gibraltar. Brother John 

Baptist Collins was not there whilst I was there. Other Brothers I remember arriving 

after me are Brother Bob Hanley and a Brother called Frank. I can't remember his 

surname. He taught PE and sports. 

Routine and life at St Ninian's 

Admission 

46. I did once ask a Children's Officer from Edinburgh "on what do you decide when you 

decide to send a boy to St Ninian's?" He told me that they wanted the children who 

went to St Ninian's to be educated. He said that some of the places where they sent 

children were places where they just 'minded' the children and nothing else. 

47. New children would come throughout the year. When a new boy came in Brother 

Nugent, Brother Blake and the two house captains got together and decided who 

would get the new boy who had come in. I wasn't involved with that. The house 

captains would then decide where the boy would sleep. 

Daily routine 

48. I woke the boys up in the morning. I would go from room to room clapping my hands 

telling them to get up. I would turn the lights on if need be. That would have been 

about 7:30 am. Once the boys got up they turned their beds down then went to their 

wash room. The boys would wash their hands and faces before returning back to 
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their rooms. The boys then got dressed before heading down for breakfast. 

Breakfast was held at about 8:00 am. 

49. After breakfast the boys were split into two groups who took it in turns either to clear 

up after breakfast or go up to their rooms in order to tidy up. After that the boys did 

their charges. A bell would then ring to assemble all the boys together from 

wherever they would have been in the house. All the boys would assemble in the TV 

room for about 9:00 am. Brother Blake would then say something for the day ahead. 

After that the boys went off for their classes for the morning. Dinner was had about 

12:00 noon. After that the boys had a break. There were then classes in the 

afternoon. I would imagine they ended at about 4:00 pm. The boys would then have 

their tea. 

50. After tea we had outdoor games if the weather was fine. It would be football, rugby 

or athletics. After games there was time for the boys to wash if they wanted to. After 

that there was homework. Homework was a flexible thing. Sometimes the boys 

would give talks instead of doing homework. It could be on science or whatever the 

boy was interested in. Sometimes members of staff would arrange for something to 

be put on. After that the boys went to bed. Lights out was about 10:00 pm or 10:30 

pm. I'd have a chat with the boys in each room before I turned the lights out. After 

that I went to my own bed to sleep. 

51. There was a structure during weekends. Saturday mornings for the boys were free 

apart from looking after their beds and their own hygiene. In the afternoon the boys 

tended to have sporting fixtures arranged against teams from the other villages 

nearby. It was usually football but there were sometimes rugby fixtures. The football 

fixtures happened fairly often. Everybody went to church on a Sunday morning. 

After that the boys were free to go wherever they wanted. Some of the boys would 

go and meet the girls in the village. 
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Sleeping arrangements 

52. We had a group of rooms in a 'U-shape' around the courtyard at St Ninian's. There 

were at least ten rooms. They would have been the old servant's quarters when the 

place was a manor house. Some of the rooms were larger than others. I had one of 

the ten rooms. It was a small box room in the 'U-shape' where the dormitories were. 

It was a wholly separate single room on its own. That's where I lived really. Down 

some stairs further on were the other rooms. The rest of the Brothers were in other 

parts of the building. 

Washing and bathing 

53. The boys had a washroom. It had a bank of footbaths and ordinary basins. There 

was a shower room. The shower room had shower cubicles. It was unheated. 

Food 

54. Brother Nugent would get the dining room ready for meals before the boys came 

down. 

Clothes 

55. The boys brought clothes with them when they arrive. The boys were also allocated 

clothes. Mrs Robertson looked after all of that. She would give them all a change of 

clothing once a week. I don't know where she got the clothes from. I don't 

remember whether the clothes were new or second-hand. 

56. We had a uniform for the boys for when we went out. They had a blazer that was 

similar to the be worn by Scotus Academy in Edinburgh. If I remember right Scotus 

Academy copied us rather than the other way round in terms of uniform. If we 

weren't out and about the time boys just wore a shirt and tie. 
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Charges 

57. Charges were given to all the boys to do during the week. Charges were like chores. 

Charges were what we called their area of cleaning. It was sweeping the stairs or 

something like that. I don't think charges were done at the weekends. 

58. I think the headmaster or the matron allocated the charges. If a boy didn't do their 

charge the matron would look for the boy and get him to re-do or do whatever it was. 

If the boy continually didn't do their charge then she would get the boy to come to 

speak to me. If a boy came to speak to me I would have a chat with them and tell 

them that if he didn't co-operate he could get punished. 

Leisure time 

59. St Ninian's was quite well known for its games. We had teams who went out by 

coach and played fixtures against other schools. There was a group of people they 

called The Carthenians. They were sort of a group of business people who helped 

out with the school. One of the members of the group was a former teacher. I can't 

remember his name. He helped me with the arranging with me sporting fixtures 

against other schools for the boys. 

60. Part of the thinking at St Ninian's was to introduce new things when we could. We 

had all sorts of activities. There was a room where there were table tennis tables. 

There was a fair amount of 'unofficial boxing' amongst the boys. Because of that we 

decided to set up a boxing ring and buy some equipment. We did boxing for around 

about a term. I ended up having to cancel it because all the boys were doing during 

bouts was aiming for each other's noses. I would end up having to stop each bout 

as soon as the boys were bleeding. Had there been concerns or instances of ring 

injuries we would not have been able to continue with the boxing. No boy was 

required to have medical treatment. 

61. I remember Mr Joliff organised chess tournaments. All the boys would get dressed 

up as the chess pieces and the floor on the gym would be marked out like a chess 
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board. Then boys would arrange themselves on the board and play against one 

another. That took up quite a while. There would be biscuits and whatnot at the end 

of it. 

62. Brother Nugent filmed a lot of the boys' activities using an old RAF Canon 16mm 

cine-camera. He would film the football, rugby and chess games. He would show 

the films to the boys during the winter time. I don't know where the films were 

stored. I presume the house captains would have had them. They would have been 

kept in a cupboard in one of the house rooms. 

Possessions 

63. The boys were allowed to keep personal possessions. The boys had a bedside 

cabinet where they could store them. 

Trips home to see relatives 

64. None of the boys returned to their families at weekends. They had nobody to go to. 

Holidays 

65. The boys would have been allowed to go on holiday during the holidays if they had 

somewhere to go. However, in reality the boys had nowhere to go. During my time 

at St Ninian's most of the boys stayed at the school during school holidays. There 

were no classes during the school holidays. We did a lot more activities during those 

days when we could afford it. 

66. Brother Blake was a scout master. Every year he took a group of boys camping in 

Scotland. I don't know who else went with him. I didn't go on those trips because I 

was on holiday during those parts of the summers. During the summer holidays two 

of the Brothers took the first three weeks off as holiday and two of the Brothers took 

the last three weeks off as holiday. 
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67. Every second year we saved up to hire a coach and take a group of boys camping in 

France and Spain. I didn't have anything to do with the planning of those trips. 

Brother Blake and Brother Nugent organised all of that. Most of the staff would go 

on those trips. It was usually only the cooks and the matron who wouldn't go. Mrs 

Robertson didn't want to go. Mr Jollif acted as the cook on those trips. I remember 

that we were often hungry during the three weeks. We camped at various sites all 

the way down to Lourdes and a little way into Spain. 

Trips 

68. Mr Jolliff was a highly qualified swimming coach and lifeguard from his years in the 

RAF. We went to Perth swimming baths when we could. We got there by coach. 

69. We occasionally took a group of boys out for the day. The house captains would be 

involved in sorting out the groups. I remember being given a group who wanted to 

go to Edinburgh. I ended up taking the group to Edinburgh. When we got to 

Edinburgh the boys had different options for what they could do. Some wanted to 

have a meal in a cafe on Princes Street. We ended up going to Princes Street to 

look at a number of cafes. The boys chose Crawfords on Princes Street. 

70. I looked at the cost of things before we went in and agreed with the people inside 

what we could afford. The cafe agreed to let us in. They put some tables together. 

I'm sure they thought, because of the blazers the boys were wearing, we were from 

Scotus Academy. One time one of the boys made a mistake or something and 

started laughing. By the time we left the whole cafe was laughing with the boys. 

The Army's involvement with the school 

71. The army's recruiters used to come to visit the school. Somebody must have got 

them interested in our place. They became very familiar with the boys. I remember 

that The Corps of the Royal Electrical and Mechanical Engineers (REME) had an 

army training centre near Carlisle. That was like an army apprenticeship school. 

The commandant of that centre would ask us whether we would like to send some 
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boys there when they were free. They had different camps at different places. I 

would ask the senior boys whether they wanted to go. They always would want to 

go. The army would then come on the Friday to pick four or five boys up and take 

them camping for the weekend. That might have happened about once a month or 

something like that. 

72. I remember that I went down a couple of times to visit the REME training centre near 

Carlisle. I went to visit the boys who had left St Ninian's and got in there. I 

remember the commandant there told me that they boys who came from St Ninian's 

were very good and that they fitted in easily to the camp. He said that they had 

sometimes had problems with boys who had come from homes but that wasn't the 

case with the boys from St Ninian's. 

Birthdays and Christmas 

73. The boys' birthdays weren't celebrated. Quite often we got presents from some of 

the newspapers to give to the boys at Christmas time. The boys would write back to 

the people who sent the presents to say thank you. 

Pastoral care 

7 4. There wasn't a psychologist or counsellor who came into the school. I remember 

that Brother Blake was a member of a group who met in Kirkcaldy. I don't remember 

what that group was. One of the members of that group was a psychologist. I 

remember that Brother Blake used to discuss the problems we had with boys with 

this person. I don't remember him sharing what he had learnt from that group with 

us. 

75. The only person who dealt with the emotional needs of the children was Mrs 

Robertson. I realised very early on that Mrs Robertson was very important for the 

boys. She was the staff member that most of the boys asked to go and see if they 

had a complaint about something. I don't think she had any training. She was just a 

natural. I tried to get Brother Blake to recognise Mrs Robertson as a member of staff 
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and not just a seamstress. I tried to expand Mrs Robertson's role. Brother Blake 

didn't agree to that. In reality her role expanded anyway. 

76. Both Mrs Robertson and I were interested in having a system of evaluation to look at 

what was happening. Mrs Robertson used to serve tea and biscuits after dinner. 

She would invite all the staff into her sewing room. She, more or less from the 

beginning, took charge of the agenda. Some staff didn't like her doing that because 

they felt that she was just a seamstress. However, she really just had the interest of 

the boys at heart. A small group of us persevered with the meetings. We would 

bring up whatever points we wanted to discuss. Mrs Robertson would, on occasion, 

tell me that I needed to apologise to a particular boy. She had no problem with 

telling anybody anything about what she thought. 

Sex education 

77. I taught sex education in my science classes. I used to share with the boys BBC 

schools programmes from the TV and radio. We followed those programmes 

closely. We always did that in class. The BBC radio programmes were very explicit. 

Sex for the boys was just another personal aspect of life. There was nothing 

extraordinary about it. 

Bed-wetting 

78. We always had boys who had problems with wetting their bed. I saw all of that 

happening often. Some boys wet their beds almost every night. There were two 

rooms nearest to the showers. One room had five beds in it and the other had four 

beds in it. We used those rooms for children who wet the bed. Those boys also had 

an oil sheet. 

79. When I started at St Ninian's I was told by Brother Nugent that, by law, we had to 

have a night watchman to make sure that there was someone looking out for things 

like fires. Brother Blake also told me that I had to call in on the boys who wet the 

bed on the hour every hour throughout the night. I was told I needed to go into the 
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dorms of the boys who wet their beds, turn the light on once and make sure the boys 

who wanted to went to the toilet. It was then up to them whether they wanted to go. 

I soon gave up doing that every hour. 

80. I gave that up going into those dorms hourly probably after a few months. I ended 

up assuming into my routine calling in on the boys once throughout the night and 

that was it. I'd do that around about midnight. I never checked the sheets or the 

beds. Nobody ever checked the beds like that. The boys knew when they had wet 

the bed. They just got up and they used the showers. 

81. Sometimes, when I went in at midnight to check on the boys who wet the bed, their 

beds would already be wet. They would just tell me if that was what had happened. 

Mrs Robertson had two cupboards where she kept extra sheets for boys who wet the 

bed. If a boy told me they needed another sheet I'd take the boy to those cupboards 

to get fresh sheets. 

82. Brother Blake was the one who dealt with the boys who were found to have wet their 

beds in the mornings. He stayed in another part of the building. He'd come across 

in the morning. He would call in on the boys who were in the rooms for boys who 

wet their beds before I called in on the other boys. If Brother Blake found out a boy 

had wet their bed he would take the boy down to wash their sheets and pyjamas in 

the sinks in the showers. The boy would wash their sheets and pyjamas in the sinks 

whilst wearing a towel around them. They would then have a shower themselves. 

The boy would then take their wet washed sheets and pyjamas to where they would 

be dried. We never had a problem with drying the sheets and pyjamas. 

83. I remember that Brother Blake introduced a scheme for the boys who wet their beds. 

If the boys had a night where they hadn't wet their beds they would be given an extra 

threepence pocket money. The scheme didn't work. 

84. Brother Ford took over from Brother Blake as headmaster before I left St Ninian's. 

can't remember whether Brother Ford continued doing what Brother Blake did with 
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the boys who wet the bed when he took over. I don't remember what happened 

when he took over. 

Schooling 

85. When I joined St Ninian's I was young and mad keen on school. I was newly 

qualified. Comprehensive education was on the go at the time. I was really keen to 

get involved. I remember that Brother Blake said to me that I could make any 

changes I liked as long as I didn't make any more work for him. After some time 

getting to know the place better I started developing the timetable with Brother Blake. 

I think I started to develop that during the first year I was there. I ended up being 

involved with organising the timetable right up until I left. 

86. I don't remember there being a teaching syllabus in place when I arrived. However, 

a formal schooling syllabus was eventually put in place. I don't remember what the 

structure of that syllabus was. I don't know who put that in place. I don't remember 

much about it. 

87. I remember that I tried to introduce a course with Scottish examinations attached. 

That's the way that I wanted to teach. I ended up having to change those ambitions 

when I discovered that schools in Scotland allowed their children out to go potato 

picking for three weeks a year. I remember I went to Brother Blake and said that I 

objected to us sending boys out to do that. Because of the geography of the area 

we sent the boys to pick potatoes, the three weeks for picking potatoes often 

became six weeks because of bad weather. For me, sending the children away for 

that period of time caused tremendous interruption to their education. So much so 

that it stopped the children from getting enough education to do exams. 

88. There was one exam that I did teach the boys towards. It was called The Army 

Apprentice Exam. It was a qualification that was just below 'O' Level standard. It 

was for those boys who were interested. There was never any pressure for the boys 
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to become involved. I remember that the army recruiting group would help the boys 

with what they needed to pass that exam. 

Healthcare 

89. The GP resided in the village. The first GP I remember was a man called Dr White. 

We could send the boys down to him if we needed to. It was up to the matron to 

decide whether a boy should see the doctor. If we didn't have a matron employed at 

a particular time then Mrs Robertson decided whether a boy should be sent to the 

doctor for an appointment. 

90. There was always a suspicion when we sent the boy down for his appointment that 

he may not go to it. We ended up making sure that the boy met with someone we 

knew in the village to make sure they went to their appointment. I remember that Dr 

White eventually arranged to have a room at St Ninian's where he could come in to 

exam the boys in rotation once a week. After a while, unfortunately, Dr White 

contracted an illness to do with his lungs. Another doctor then took over. The 

replacement doctor didn't want to continue with the arrangement so we ended up 

going back to just sending the boys down to the village for appointments. 

91. There was a dentist who used to come to the village from Glasgow once a week. 

Either the matron or Mrs Robertson would decide whether a boy needed to be sent 

down to the dentist. I remember that that there was a problem with the dentist. A 

complaint was put in about him by a parent of child in the village who said that he 

had hit her during an appointment. When that happened he asked us whether we 

would like his dental chair. We then arranged for a room for him at St Ninian's to put 

the chair in. After that he came up every two weeks or so to examine the boys in 

rotation. I'd say that started sometime in the sixties. 
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Deaths 

92. Alex Harvey, one of the boys was a tremendous fighter. He always had a black 

mark on him from fighting with other boys. He was that way inclined. He just wanted 

to fight. It seemed to me that there was a problem. I organised for Alex Harvey to 

be sent to Dr White. It was his advice after he saw him that Alex Harvey shouldn't 

play games or swim. I decided to try and occupy Alex Harvey during games after he 

stopped being able to do that. He became something like my right hand man. He 

would go into the science labs and tidy up or help try and make models. I trusted 

him with all of my keys. 

93. Alex Harvey used to go and see the matron on occasion. On one particular occasion 

he managed to persuade the matron to ask me to allow him to play some games. I 

still refused. The matron then sent Alex Harvey to the doctor again. By this time Dr 

White was off with tuberculosis and it was a new doctor. This new doctor 

recommended that Alex Harvey be allowed to play football. I refused to allow it 

because the doctor hadn't put that in writing. I asked the matron to ask this doctor to 

put his advice in writing. When she did that the doctor refused. He said that it was 

sufficient for him to just tell us what he thought. Because we never got in writing the 

doctor's advice I continued to stop Alex Harvey playing games. 

94. One day it was too wet for us to go out for games. We decided to have an indoor 

session instead. Mr Jollif took half of the boys into the gym. I took the other half of 

the children into the TV room. I made, with the boys, some space in the room for 

them to do some indoor wrestling. It was a very mild thing. It was basically one boy 

lifting another off of the floor. Alex Harvey was initially with Mr Jollif's group but he 

asked Mr Jollif whether he could come in and see me. Mr Jollif agreed and Alex 

Harvey came into the TV room. I asked Alex to sit down on a chair to join us and 

watch. We carried on with the wrestling. I don't know what happened to make him 

do it but Alex Harvey kicked a boy who got near his bum. The boy's name was 

James MacDonald. I ended up intervening to stop the two boys entangling with each 

other. James MacDonald carried on trying to lift him though. Low and behold Alex 

Harvey tried to kick James MacDonald again. I separated them again. 
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95. At this point both the boys asked me whether they could sort out their differences in 

the boxing ring. They asked me whether they could put the boxing gloves on. 

Unfortunately, I agreed to that. Both the boys put the gloves on. They wandered 

around the boxing ring. They never touched gloves. Alex Harvey then came across 

to me and said he was very tired. I looked down and could see a big bulge in his 

chest. I told Alex Harvey to sit down on a chair. He tried to sit down on a chair but 

slipped to the ground. He started to froth at the mouth. I sent one boy out to get the 

matron and another to get Brother Blake. I told the boy who went to get Brother 

Blake to say to him to ring for the doctor from the village. 

96. The doctor came within five minutes. Alex Harvey was dead though. I carried him 

up in my arms to his dormitory. I then went back to my group. I don't think any 

support was provided to the children when I went back down. We just put the TV on. 

Some of the boys played table tennis. 

97. Mrs Robertson told me that she washed Alex Harvey's body. She told me that when 

she washed him there wasn't a mark on him. The doctor then informed the police. 

The police then came that night to investigate. I spoke to them. I asked them 

whether they wanted to speak to any of the boys who had witnessed what 

happened. Four boys ended up speaking to the police. 

98. Alex Harvey didn't have any family so there was no one to inform of his death. 

think he was left in a cardboard box with a Franciscan church in Glasgow. I believe 

that they tried to find his relatives but couldn't. 

99. There was a fatal accident inquiry. It was held in Cupar, Fife. I was summoned to 

that. I was the only one who got a summons to it. When the inquiry was concluded 

the outcome was read out by the sheriff. His verdict was that Alex Harvey's death 

was accidental. He then told the jury that if they disagreed with the verdict they 

could put their hand up. None of them did though. They all accepted the sheriff's 

verdict. 
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100. There were no procedures in St Ninian's for when boys died. We just played it by 

ear. There were no procedures put in place after Alex Harvey's death for how to 

deal with things like that in the future. I remember that the boy's Children's Officer 

and Brother Blake were called to a meeting in Edinburgh by a representative from 

London. I believe that they were told that if it happened again then they would be 

sacked. I don't know why they would be sacked but I did hear that's what happened. 

101. In about 1994 a past pupil, who was living rough on a beach in Denmark, made an 

accusation that Alex Harvey had been murdered. I was never told the name of the 

person who made the accusation. The past pupil's accusation got to the archbishop 

in Edinburgh. He passed it on to the police and then that, in turn, was passed on to 

one of the Order's head offices in Manchester. When I found out about the 

accusation I found it very difficult to get any information from our headquarters in 

Manchester about what was going on. All I could get out of them was that I was one 

of six people that the police wanted to speak to. 

102. Two detectives ended up investigating what had happened. They didn't speak to 

me. They decided that there was no need to speak to me at that time. I never gave 

them a statement. I was never informed of any subsequent developments, other 

than what is stated. I did pass on the information that there was a hearing held in 

Cupar, Fife to the police though. 

103. I did speak to a lawyer. The lawyer was from a firm called Hill Dickinson in 

Liverpool. I spoke to him and gave him a statement. My statement was at least 

twenty pages long. I found the experience all very gruesome. 

104. I am aware that John Swanson made a second statement to the Police. I understand 

that this contains contradictory information to his first statement. 
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Religious instruction 

105. The thinking of the staff at the school was that the school was a Catholic school. 

myself felt that the boys should have a choice whether they wanted to become 

involved in that side of things. When I first went to St Ninian's all the boys used to go 

to Mass first thing each morning. However, in time the boys made it clear to me that 

they didn't think that was a good idea. I agreed with them that it shouldn't be every 

day. Gradually, the boys and I managed to get the agreement of the other people in 

the community that they needn't attend every single day. We got it down from five 

days a week to three days a week. 

106. The Brothers and the boys would sometimes go down to the palace for a religious 

service. It would be at Christmas and Easter and that type of thing. 

Visitors 

Visits from friends and family 

107. I only remember about five occasions over the six years I was there where members 

of the boys' families came to visit St Ninian's. St Ninian's was too difficult to get to. 

Usually the way I found out that someone was visiting was that one of the boys told 

me that there was someone ringing the doorbell. They would just turn up. I wouldn't 

imagine that there was a record kept of when a visitor came. The person would then 

get to see whatever boy it was that they had come to visit. 

Visits from Children's Officers 

108. The Children's Officers came from the local authorities where the boy had come 

from. The Children's Officers were mostly always male. They didn't come to visit 

the boys very often. I did have some contact with the Children's Officers. Usually 

when they came I would sit down and have a cup of tea with them alongside the 

other staff. I presume that the Children's Officer was in conversation with Brother 
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Blake regarding the boys. They would sometimes take boys out for the day. They'd 

go out for a meal or something like that. Not all of the Children's Officers did that. 

109. I think that a Children Officer's visits would be the sort of thing that went into the 

annals. The annals were what we called the daily records of St Ninian's. It would 

have been Brother Blake or Brother Nugent who would have recorded that. 

Records and record keeping 

110. I didn't keep records of the boys in my role as housemaster. I knew them all. They 

knew me. The only place I kept any records was in the notebook I kept in my inside 

pocket. There was no book or document I wrote into other than that in terms of 

keeping records. I would tear pages out of my notebook and hand it to the 

headmaster if I had made a note of punishing a particular boy. 

111. There was a system called 'the annals.' The annals were like a diary of what went 

on during the day in the school as a whole. The annals were like the daily history of 

the school. I think the duty for keeping the annals updated was initially Brother 

Blake's. However, as time went on I think that duty was passed on to Brother 

Nugent. I never wrote anything into the annals. I don't know where the annals were 

kept. 

112. When senior administrators from the Order came to make their annual visitation they 

would ask to look at the annals. They would look to see that they had been kept and 

check to see what had been written down. I remember that the senior administrator 

would discuss the contents of the annals with people. 

113. Brother Blake kept a punishment book. It was his role to write in that. I don't know 

whether that information was placed anywhere else. I don't think it got put into the 

annals. I never wrote into the punishment book. 
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114. I'd imagine that there were records kept of what boys and staff came and went. If 

there was such a book it would have been Brother Nugent who would have kept that. 

Inspections 

115. Every year all our communities have an assessment made of what is going on. We 

called it 'a visitation.' Visitations were undertaken by one of the senior administrators 

from the Order. They're usually from England. That's where the head house is. 

116. When they came to St Ninian's they interviewed people at the school. They'd go 

around the school and look into everything. I don't remember them sitting in classes. 

I do remember being spoken to though. A visitation sometimes lasted four or five 

days. It could be longer. It all depended on what they wanted to see. After the 

visitation a report would be written up by the assessors. That would come back to St 

Ninian's. It would discuss their findings. 

117. I don't remember the senior administrators speaking with the children formally. They 

would have chatted with them but they wouldn't have had formal interviews with 

them. 

118. I don't remember there being any inspections undertaken by the local authority. 

There was at least one general inspection of St Ninian's by the Scottish education 

department whilst I was there. I remember only one inspection but I'd be surprised if 

there wasn't another one. That inspection lasted some days. They inspected 

everything. They even inspected the kitchens. I remember the inspector was very 

interested in the science we were doing. I didn't see a report following that 

inspection but Brother Blake mentioned that there had been one. 
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Review of care I a child's progress 

119. The children didn't get report cards or progress reports. I presume that Brother 

Blake and Brother Ford kept a record of the boys' progress during their time at the 

school. As a housemaster or teacher I didn't note anything down anywhere with 

regards to the boys' progress at St Ninian's. I did talk with Brother Blake about 

things like that but I don't remember having to note anything or approve anything he 

had written down regarding a particular boy. 

Discharge from St Ninian's 

120. It was up to the Children's Officer to arrange for boys to leave. The boys could leave 

St Ninian's whenever the Children's Officer decided that it was good for them to do 

so. 

121. I remember there were a number of occasions when I felt that a boy was ready to go 

home. I would recommend to Brother Blake that the boy go back to their family. I 

did that a number of times with boys I felt were ready to go back. After I spoke to 

Brother Blake it was his role to speak with the Children's Officer. 

122. I remember there was one boy who came to us via a Children's Officer in Fife. The 

boy came at the request of the M.O.H. for Fife. I can't remember the boy's name but 

I can visualise him. He was very quiet and pleasant. The Children's Officer asked 

us to take the boy because the boy was having problems at school. He asked us to 

provide him with a place. I agreed to provide the boy with a place at St Ninian's. 

The boy joined us and settled down within six months. The boy was a very pleasant 

youngster. I reckoned that he was ready to leave after those six months. I 

recommended to Brother Blake that the boy should go back to his family and normal 

school. However, even though I gave that recommendation, the boy wasn't given 

the chance to go back to his family. If I remember rightly the boy ended up staying 

with us for three years. 
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123. I don't know whether the boys who were leaving us were given any notice. The 

Children's Officer would come to collect the boy. The boy would just say cheerio and 

that was it. I don't know where the boys went after they left. 

Extension of time at St Ninian's for boys who requested that 

124. One year, one of the senior boys asked me whether he could stay on an extra year. 

I think the boy's surname was Simpson. He was the tallest boy in the place. He was 

a chronic bed-wetter but a wonderful person. I think he was afraid of leaving. I 

talked to him about it. I explained that there would have to be extra classes laid on. 

I said that there would need to be more boys than him in such a class. 

125. There ended up being a small group of boys who wanted to stay on for an extra year 

longer than they should do. There were five or six who wanted to stay on. In the 

end we did put on an extra year at the school for those boys at their request. 

My system of evaluation at St Ninian's 

126. Every institution has a way of going about things. Underlying all of that are 

processes. They are, if you like, the rules and regulations in place for when things 

take place. For the last twenty-five years of my teaching I developed an alternative 

type of curriculum for three types of students. I was always interested in groups. I 

had a curriculum for students who were antisocial, students who were getting lost in 

the school and students who had poor attendance. I developed a programme for 

those types of students. I ended up teaching twelve week courses on my system of 

evaluation. 

127. I prepared an early version of my system of evaluation with Mrs Robertson during my 

time at St Ninian's. Mrs Robertson was interested and had an input into it. I 

produced a document concerning a system of evaluation. I still have a later version 

of the document I drafted during my time at St Ninian's. I continued to use versions 
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of that throughout my career as a teacher. I may have shared an early version of it 

with the Brothers during my time at St Ninian's. I certainly shared a version of it with 

Mrs Robertson. I don't think Brother Blake would have been particularly interested in 

it. 

128. Contained within the document I have now it says 'every person should feel good 

and wanted at the end of a session.' A session might be a class, a games session, a 

football match or whatever. Another part states 'the adult is in charge, and remains 

so, whilst the youth decides what about activity' and 'an adult will remain very helpful 

with a youth even when the youth has to sit apart until he calms down.' If I had a boy 

in class who would, for example, shout at you I would make sure that they sat 

separately from the rest of the class. I would have an area for them to sit. 

129. I wouldn't call my way of doing things punishment exercises. They were ways to get 

the boy to realise that they were part of the class, match or whatever. It was a way 

of getting them to realise that they needed to contribute towards the class. 

130. I also say in the document 'if an adult feels under pressure then the youth's 

wellbeing takes precedence.' For me the youth's wellbeing should always take 

precedent because the adult should be able to cope with whatever it is. The adult 

should be able to make whatever has happened better. It shouldn't effect 

relationships. 

Discipline and punishment 

Roles and responsibilities when it came to disciplining the boys 

131. By and large I found the behaviour of the boys quite positive. Most boys in St 

Ninian's during my time there never needed to be punished. However, when a boy 

did misbehave the person who was usually responsible for discipline and 

punishment was the headmaster. Serious things in terms of the boys' behaviour 

were always dealt with by the headmaster. 
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132. Brother Blake's attitude towards discipline was quite firm. Brother Ford had a 

completely different view of discipline to the Brother Blake. He was very casual. 

He'd talk with the boys whenever he could. 

133. I'd mostly discipline the boys myself, rather than sending them to Brother Blake, if 

there was something that needed to be dealt with on the spot. I found that to be the 

most effective way. I would do that with things like bullying. There was no point 

disciplining a boy a week later on for something like that. I would talk to the boy who 

had been bullying at some time that day on their own. If the boy continued to bully 

then I would give them the strap. 

134. If I did punish a boy I would always try to write down what I had done in a notebook I 

carried in my inside pocket. I would let Brother Blake know what I had done. I would 

tear the page out of my notebook and give it to him when I next saw him. 

135. Some members of staff might have particular problems with particular boys. 

Sometimes the boys wouldn't co-operate. Sometimes the other Brothers would refer 

boys to me if they had an issue with a boy's behaviour. Brother Nugent used to do 

that with boys who had misbehaved in the dining room. I might have a chat with 

Brother Blake in those circumstances. 

Corporal punishment 

136. A leather strap was used in St Ninian's by me to discipline the boys. Brother Blake 

was the one who gave me the strap that I used. I don't think other Brothers in St 

Ninian's used a strap. I don't think they had a strap. I never saw Mr Jollif discipline 

or reprimand the children. He wouldn't have been able to use the belt on children. 

would imagine that I was provided with some sort of guidance on how to discipline 

the boys but I can't remember what that was. 

137. I think I was the only one given a strap because I was the housemaster. I think I was 

given that when I arrived. Boys would only get the strap for persistent problems. 
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would, for example, give the strap if a boy bullied another boy and continued to do so 

after being talked to. I would give the boy the strap on their bottom. It would be two 

strokes over the boy's garments. I'd sometimes use it on the boy's hands. I did that 

on rare occasions. If it was on the hands it could be one or two strikes. 

138. I wrote down what the belt was used for. I gave that paper to Brother Blake. Brother 

Blake was fairly meticulous about things. I assumed he kept it in the punishment 

book he maintained. I never put entries into that book. I don't recollect seeing the 

punishment book in St Ninian's. 

Removal of privileges 

139. We never used the removal of privilege as a way of disciplining the boys. I was 

against that. Boys who do something wrong just forget about what they had done. 

Boys would have disagreements with each other, sometimes with me, and just move 

on. 

Recollections of specific incidents of discipline and punishment 

140. I remember that on one occasion a boy physically assaulted Mr Jollif. Mr Jollif ended 

up getting a black eye. Mrs Robertson came to see me about the incident. She 

advised me what she thought I should do. She said that she thought the boy should 

be strapped. The headmaster wasn't around for some reason at that time. I told her 

that it was a job for Brother Blake not me. I passed on all the details to Brother 

Blake when he came back. I can't remember what Brother Blake ultimately did with 

the boy. I don't know what happened by way of punishment. There wasn't time for 

me to find out. My schedule was too full. Brother Blake didn't feed back to me what 

he did with the boy. 

Abuse in St Ninian's - specific incidents witnessed or heard of by me 

141. I never saw any form of abuse undertaken by any of the staff towards the boys 

during my time at St Ninian's. In the time I was there I never saw any of the Brothers 
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or staff being physically abusive toward the boys. In the time I was there I never saw 

any of the Brothers or staff being verbally or emotionally abusive towards the boys. 

In the time I was there I never saw any of the Brothers or staff being sexually 

abusive towards the boys. However, I did hear of instances which I set out below. 

Brother Gavin 

142. Brother Gavin didn't inspire a great deal of confidence in me. Boys would come and 

tell me sometimes that he hadn't come to take his class. I'd end up having to go up 

to his room and drag him down to take his class. 

143. One evening we went back to the house after games. Mrs Robertson was working 

late that evening. A boy came up to me and told me that Mrs Robertson wanted to 

see me. I don't recall the boy's name. I then went to see Mrs Robertson. She told 

me that a young boy had burst into her room after games and told her that Brother 

Gavin had touched his privates on the rugby pitch. She said the young boy told her 

that Brother Gavin grabbed his privates through his strong rugby shorts whilst a 

scrummage was taking place. I don't recall the young boy's name. She said that the 

boy had been shouting about it all. I remember that the boy in question had a 

hearing problem. He was one of the quietest boys in the school. Given that, she 

was surprised that he would be shouting. I talked with Mrs Robertson about what 

had happened. This type of complaint was unknown to me at the time. I don't recall 

there being any procedures in place for the reporting of such complaints or record 

keeping. 

144. I can't remember whether we got Brother Blake in then or whether it was later on that 

evening. He was however informed at some point. I can't say what Brother Blake 

thought but Mrs Robertson and I found what the boy was saying was credible. 

can't say why we thought what the boy was saying was credible. We just did. I told 

Brother Blake that I believed that Brother Gavin should be sacked. Brother Blake, 

however, thought there wasn't sufficient reason for Brother Gavin to be removed. 

That's more or less what he said to me. 
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145. It was ultimately decided to get the provincial in. He came to St Ninian's from the 

Order's headquarters in Gloucestershire. The provincial's name was Brother 

Colman Carran. He is now dead. Brother Colman Corran's decided that the thing to 

do was to stop the boys playing rugby. I said to him that we had fixtures arranged 

against other schools. I said that we had made a commitment to those schools and 

we had to keep the fixtures. Brother Colman Carran still maintained that the solution 

was that rugby should be stopped at the school. I then gave Brother Colman Carran 

an ultimatum. I said that if Brother Gavin did not go then I would leave the school. 

After some discussion he asked for things to be left with him. I told him that things 

couldn't be left long. I said that he had to make a decision within a short period of 

time concerning how to deal with Brother Gavin. 

146. In the end Brother Colman Carran took Brother Gavin out of the school. I am not too 

sure about the timeframe for that. It could have been after a week. It might have 

been more than that. Prior to the incident I describe here I had heard nothing from 

the boys of a similar nature concerning Brother Gavin. I had never seen Brother 

Gavin doing anything like what the boy had described. I had never seen him 

abusing the boys physically, verbally or sexually. 

147. My guess is that the police were not informed and, as we had little knowledge of the 

family members, it would not have been possible to have informed them. At the 

time, I insisted that the Provincial be informed and action taken immediately. Mrs 

Robertson would have chatted to the boy and reassured him as she usually did. 

don't recall any other aspects of the event, along the lines of concern. 

Brother Blake 

148. There was an incident where a group of boys came up to speak to me about Brother 

Blake. Brother Blake had hired some ice skates and taken some boys ice skating on 

the lake in the quarry at the back of the house. The water in the quarry had 

completely frozen. Vincent McGuire, captain of Ramsay House, spoke on behalf of 

the group of boys. He told me that some of the younger boys had been sitting on the 

banks watching them being taught to skate. He told me that they saw the younger 
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boys trying to break the ice. He said that when they saw that they refused to stay on 

the ice. They were scared they would fall through. They refused to skate. He said 

that after the boys came off the ice Brother Blake told them that he would hire the 

skates again so as they could try and skate again the following Wednesday. He said 

that Brother Blake had told them that they couldn't refuse. The group of boys said to 

me that they didn't want to go skating the following Wednesday. They felt it was 

dangerous. They told me that the villagers wouldn't have allowed anyone to go out 

onto the ice. 

149. The boys said that they had decided to speak to me because they wanted to see if I 

could sort it out. I then went to Brother Blake to explain the things that the boys had 

said to me. He told me that his authority would be at stake if he didn't take the boys 

out. I told Brother Blake that he couldn't take the boys out and that I would be taking 

them for games. I told him that was that. Brother Blake didn't bother after that. 

That's the only time any of the boys reported anything to me about the way Brother 

Blake was doing something. 

Peer on peer sexual abuse 

150. I know that boys sexually abused other boys whilst I was at St Ninian's because that 

was reported to me by Brother Blake. There were some of the boys who used to 

masturbate one another. I personally got to know about that from Brother Blake. 

The only time Brother Blake and I met was at mealtimes. At those times we 

discussed whatever was immediate. I was aware that sexual activity between boys 

of equal age was different to sexual activity between senior and very junior boys. I 

was more concerned about the junior boys. I don't think that Brother Blake and I had 

a shared view on sexual activity amongst boys in a severely single-sex teenage 

environment. 

151. I remember that there was another incident where a boy was taken to Brother Blake 

because his foreskin had been pulled back and he was unable to put it back to 

normal. The boy was called George. He was a recently arrived, quite small and 

34 

WIT.001.002.6248



young boy. George's older half-brother, Mitchell, was also in the school. I don't 

recall how George went to Brother Blake or who initiated the event. 

152. Brother Blake sent George to the Dr White in the village. Dr White reported back via 

letter to Brother Blake that he had a concern that there might be some sort of 

homosexual behaviour going on. Brother Blake was very annoyed by that. His view 

was that we were a Catholic school and that type of thing didn't go on. Brother 

Blake's annoyance was expressed directly to me. 

153. Dr White said in his letter that it was his view that the boy was being abused. I don't 

know whether the letter was shared with all the Brothers. I can't remember whether I 

saw the letter. I imagine Brother Blake just told me what the doctor had said so that I 

would be aware of it. I accepted the doctor's concern. 

154. I don't know what happened after that. I wasn't involved with any of the discussions. 

Brother Blake dealt with it. I would never get involved if another Brother was dealing 

with a situation. We all felt that it wasn't good to have more than one person 

involved with disciplining the boys at the same time. I imagine that Brother Blake got 

the boys concerned and talked to them. 

155. Later we discovered that some senior boys would take new boys into the bushes, 

near the house, take their trousers down and handle their foreskin, showing who was 

boss. I personally cleared the area of bushes and developed with Mr Joliffe a 

grassed area for recreation and the housing of pets such as rabbits, guinea pigs, 

mice, rats and hamsters. 

Bullying 

156. By and large, the boys who came to St Ninian's were boys who were used to not 

having their own privacy. They were used to always being supervised. We tried to 

change that. We wanted to allow them to have more space. It was about trying to 

create a bit of balance 
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157. Unfortunately, allowing the boys more space led to there being some bullying. Some 

of the senior boys bullied junior boys. There was another group of senior boys who 

would report these other senior boys for bullying the youngsters. 

Specific allegations of abuse against me 

Recollections of John William Swanson 

158. I don't remember John William Swanson. I am aware that he has provided a 

statement to the Inquiry and has made allegations against me. There are 

considerable contradictions between Mr John Swanson's statement to the police and 

his solicitor's statement with a view to obtaining compensation for him. 

Allegations made against me by John William Swanson 

159. John William Swanson has said in his statement "Brother Fogarty got in bed beside 

me and touched me. He was clothed, and I had my pyjamas on. He touched me 

everywhere. I don't like saying that because it makes me feel dirty when I talk about 

it." That is false. 

160. John William Swanson has said in his statement "He touched my genitals and it 

happened quite a few times. It didn't happen every night, maybe because he was off 

duty. I didn't react to it or look, I froze. I hated what was happening. I was thirteen 

when it happened and just starting adulthood as I call it, maturity. I wanted more 

privacy." That is false. 

161. There weren't nights when I was off duty. My sleeping quarters were like a box room 

near the dormitories. It would hold only one bed. I didn't have sleeping 

accommodation anywhere else in St Ninian's. I didn't have a room in any other part 

of the building. Occasionally, when I was very tired, Brother Blake would cover the 

dormitories for a couple of nights. He would sleep in my room and I would sleep in 

his room over in the other side of the house. Brother Ford didn't assist at any time. 
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162. John William Swanson has said in his statement "Brother Fogarty was tall with black 

hair and heavy rimmed glasses. I think he was Scottish. I would say he was about 

40. When he got into bed beside me his body was close to me." That is false. 

163. John William Swanson has said in his statement "I always thought because I was still 

a bed wetter there, maybe he was checking to see if I had wet the bed. That's what I 

thought; maybe he is checking but why not just feel the sheet? That's what I thought 

he was doing." I never checked the sheets or the beds. Nobody ever checked the 

beds like that. The boys knew when they had wet the bed. They got up and they 

used the showers. My door was always ajar. I was rarely called when a boy had 

wet the bed through the night. Any of the boys could ask me if they needed fresh 

sheets. We would go to Mrs Robertson's room and give them a sheet. That didn't 

happen very often. 

164. John William Swanson has said in his statement "I think Brother Fogarty was some 

kind of sport person because he put me in the rugby team although I had no interest. 

He was the teacher. I think when I reflect on it, he liked to be amongst young boys. 

You know what rugby is, it's a close touch body sport. I think he enjoyed it." I was 

involved with the rugby team. I was the only one who knew enough about rugby to 

coach it and referee it. What he says is just a load of rubbish. Most teachers who 

coach or referee rugby have no problems. 

165. John William Swanson has said in his statement "I think it was his way to get to 

boys, handling them. I think that's why he put me in the team. Brother Fogarty 

touched me during the rugby and during the ruck, I could feel his hands. It wasn't a 

mistake and was his way of getting at boys." I'm under the impression that he has 

not remembered this but has spoken to someone who has made him say that. The 

boy would not have known the word "ruck" when he was at St Ninian's. That's a 

word that has become common nowadays. What he is saying is absolute rubbish. 

Firstly, when there's a ruck the referee doesn't get into the rucks. Secondly, if what 

he says is true, I can't run around a field with the whistle in one hand and have my 

other hand on him. It's all too ridiculous. 
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166. John William Swanson has said in his statement "I always felt Brother Fogarty was 

watching me. I was watching him as he was watching me. He was watching the 

other boys in the showers. In the shower there was no privacy. There would be 5 or 

6 boys go in the one shower and wash away, which I wasn't happy with." There was 

only one person who could fit into each shower cubicle at any one time. There was 

no way I could have watched anyone in the showers. A shower could only hold one 

boy. There couldn't be any number of other boys in a cubicle. 

167. John William Swanson has said in his statement "I remember Fogarty standing at the 

sink watching quite often. I remember him being there quite a lot. We were told to 

shower at nights, most nights especially after rugby. We would go to other schools 

to play rugby and I was terrified to take my clothes off and come out." I had to 

supervise the washing at the sinks at night time. On one side of the room were 

footbaths where the boys washed their feet and legs. On the other side were the 

hand basins where the boys washed their hands, faces and teeth. It was just an 

open space where they went in. I would stand there and supervise. They would 

present their hands and feet to me to show they had been washed. These boys 

quite often had to be supervised otherwise they wouldn't get washed. 

168. John William Swanson has said in his statement "I would get belted for trivial things. 

I was quite quiet, but I was getting older and I would start talking but he didn't like 

you to talk. I don't know why, but he loved giving me the belt, he thrived on it. I was 

belted on the hands. It was embarrassing getting the belt. You cried." That's just 

rubbish. The boys could talk all they wanted. 

169. John William Swanson has said in his statement "You got the belt for any trivial 

thing, like talking in the showers, you just had to go in there and do what you have to 

do and keep quiet. Everything was timed." The boys couldn't talk to one another 

because they were all in their own cubicles. Quite often, when they came out, they 

may be laughing and joking about how cold it was. They would then have to run in 

their towels to the changing room or up to their dormitory. 
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170. John William Swanson has said in his statement "There was no one else in St 

Ninian's that I remember acted inappropriately towards me. It was just Fogarty, he 

was the worst guy in there to me. I don't know what I done to desetve it. I don't 

know why he took a dislike to me." I don't think this boy has written these things off 

of his own bat. All the things he is talking about just didn't happen. 

171. I don't think I can provide an explanation why Mr Swanson is saying these things 

now. I wouldn't have any idea why he is saying these things. I presume it has been 

established by the Inquiry that Mr Swanson did attend St Ninian's? Judging by all 

the things that he has said, he didn't go there. There was no one patrolling 

dormitories and there was no one supervising showers in a way that they could see 

the boys showering. The way he describes things makes me wonder whether he 

was actually at St Ninian's. 

Reporting of abuse at St Ninian's 

172. When I arrived at St Ninian's I got the staff to agree that any boy, at any stage, could 

go to a teacher or a staff member if they wanted to go and see another teacher or 

staff member. They agreed that if any boy asked to do that then the teacher or staff 

member they spoke to would allow the boy to do that. 

173. Other than that I wasn't aware of there being a formal system in place at St Ninian's 

for boys to report things if they were unhappy about something. The boys pretty 

much used Mrs Robertson for that purpose. She acted as their aunt. 

17 4. I am not aware of any reports being made to Mrs Robertson concerning abuse at St 

Ninian's from any of the other boys other than the ones I have set out in this 

statement. Mrs Robertson would have spoken to me if she had been told anything. 

We had fairly regular meetings to discuss any concerns. She would have told me 

her concerns at these meetings. 
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Leaving St Ninian's 

175. It wasn't my decision to leave. One of the senior administrators from the Order made 

that decision following an assessment made during a visitation. I'd been working 

fourteen to sixteen hours a day, seven days a week. I was very tired. I wanted to do 

a degree in Geology. They decided that it was a good idea for me to move on. 

Prior statements 

176. I haven't been interviewed by the police other than immediately after Alex Harvey 

died. I did speak to a lawyer from Hill Dickinson in about 1994 concerning Alex 

Harvey's death following an accusation that he had been murdered. I provided the 

lawyer with a statement. 

Closing thoughts 

177. About five years ago I stopped giving support to people I considered 'losers'. I came 

to the conclusion that anyone can bring an accusation against me no matter how 

long ago the substance of the accusation is remembered to have occurred. 

Memories can fester over the years leading to strongly held views. I have also come 

to the conclusion that fake accusations given initially, are worthy of hearing. 

178. Both of these conclusions have caused me to do some fundamental assessing about 

where I could have put my energies. When society doesn't put sufficient resources 

into an area of need, society needs to be left to pick up the pieces, not individuals. 

No individual should be left in the position, as I am, where they are devastated with 

accusations that are, for me, absolutely false. Nobody is sifting accusations out, like 

the ones made against me, before they get to me and devastate me. 

179. Well-meaning individuals may not be able to win. Certainly, remembered events 

have given me a great deal of concern over the years. I haven't been able to 
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understand how credence is apportioned to conflicting evidences relating to very 

many years ago. It is still a question that I have. I can highlight three ways in which 

the past and the future seem radically different to me. I remember the past and not 

the future. Causes precede the effect. I can make choices that effect the future but 

not the past. 

180. With the best will in the world I can't conjure up sufficient resources for the past. 

Public transport between St Ninian's and the boys' homes. Sufficient staff to apply 

modern thinking. Sufficient money to buy better trained staff, better food, better 

clothing, better counselling, better protective legislation, better schooling, better 

parents and better" administration of the boys and their needs. No matter what the 

Inquiry comes out with, if this doesn't apply, nothing much can happen. 

181. The only option I have is to live in the present. The causes which I refer to above 

are seen by the accuser are different from the causes seen by the accused. This to 

me is very important. If different causes are seen then responsibility for the effects 

are seen on different plains. Mr Swanson will see the effects on one plain. Mr 

Fogarty will see the effects on another plain. Thinking and assessment may also be 

on different plains. Mr Swanson will be assessing on one plain and Mr Fogarty will 

be assessing on another plain. 

182. Losers are people who have not availed themselves of their free energy over a long 

period. Examples of free energy can be gained from courses, help centres, from 

good use of resources given and from employment. By this I don't necessarily mean 

meaningful employment. A poor person like Mr Swanson may not ever had 

meaningful employment. Some employment could be helpful if he had been able to 

avail himself of it. 

183. I was asked to write a profile of me for a webpage. On that webpage I said that I 

was fortunate to have experienced teaching in different types of schools and 

colleges. Teaching in the orphanage at St Ninian's made a lasting contribution to 

me. Some of the pupils were really wonderful people. However, a fourteen year old 

became ill and suddenly died in my care. 
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184. As far as the fnquiry is concerned I hope that it is very successful. Success will 

depend on money. 

185. I have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence 

to the Inquiry. I believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true. 

Signed ...... P....11. ...• ';}.~···································· 

Dated ....... ~ .. 4./5./~.P../.'J .............................................. . 
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