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Foreword by Lady Smith
A very Happy New Year. As I look to
the year ahead, during which we will
continue with the fundamentally
important work of this Inquiry, I
am pleased to report that we have
begun by publishing my findings in
relation to our case study looking
into the provision of care by
Quarriers, Aberlour and Barnardos.

of our expert trauma psychologist
and I know from comments made at
hearings by witnesses that it is that
approach that has enabled many of
them to talk about their experiences
in care. I know how difficult and
painful it was for many of them to
give evidence. Their contributions
have been of considerable
assistance and I am very grateful
to them for their bravery in
having come forward to do so.

Copies of those findings are
now available and can also be
viewed on the SCAI website.

I would also like to
take this opportunity
to pay tribute to the
hard work of the
diligent Inquiry team
which goes on daily.

Looking back to 2019, over a period
between July and November, we
focussed on three case studies
in relation to institutions run by
male religious orders (Christian
Brothers, the Benedictines
and the Marist Brothers).
During those case studies, in common
with applicants in the Daughters of
Charity and Sisters of Nazareth case
studies, many gave evidence of having
been abused and did so with striking
humility and quiet dignity. We follow
a careful trauma informed process,
based on the advice and guidance

I would also like to take this
opportunity to pay tribute to the
hard work of the diligent Inquiry
team which goes on daily. Much of
it is such that it is not and will not be
visible to the public eye, but that is
the nature of a public inquiry. The
Inquiry team cares deeply about its
work and those whose interests lie
at its heart, namely, children in care
past, present and future. We all look
forward to the day that our task here
is completed but it is in nobody’s
interest, least of all those children,
to rush this critically important work.

HEARINGS

Child Migration hearings
The Child Migration case study
hearings, which are examining the
abuse of children whose departure
from Scotland was part of the child
migration programmes, started on 3
December 2019. Over the course of
one week, evidence was taken from a
number of child migrant applicants in
Australia via video link.
After a short winter break, hearings
will recommence at the end of
February 2020, with evidence in
person from former child migrants
and other witnesses, including support
organisations and representatives
from organisations involved in child
migration. Evidence will also be heard
from expert witnesses about the
history and operation of the child
migration programmes. Hearings
are expected to last until late April.

The Inquiry’s witness support
team can be contacted
by phone 0800 0929 300
by email
talktous@childabuseinquiry.scot
by post SCAI, PO BOX 24085, EH7 9EA
 ritish Sign Language (BSL) users can
B
contact us direct through online sign
language interpreter at
www.contactscotland-bsl.org
Talk to us phone lines now open:
Mondays 10am–4pm
Tuesdays to Thursdays 8:30am–5:30pm
Fridays 10am–4pm

How to find us

HEARINGS

The public are welcome to attend
hearings. Please be aware that
in some situations the Chair may
decide to hold hearings in private
without the public present.

Male Religious Orders case study

There is no reserved seating in the
public area of the hearings venue.
If you want to come, you don’t need
to let the Inquiry know in advance.

Three separate case studies examined the residential child care
establishments run by the Congregation of Christian Brothers, with
a particular focus on St Ninian’s Falkland, Fife; residential child care
establishments run by The Order of Benedictines with a particular
focus on Carlekemp Priory School, North Berwick and Fort Augustus
Abbey School; and the Marist Brothers and their provision at St
Joseph’s College, Dumfries and St Columba’s College in Largs.

Our hearings venue is at:
3rd Floor
Rosebery House
9 Haymarket Terrace
Edinburgh
EH12 5EA
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Hearings relating to institutions run by Male Religious Orders
took place between June and October 2019 at Rosebery House
in Edinburgh.

Work has started on reviewing and analysing all the evidence
in each of the case studies. Lady Smith’s findings on each case
study are in hand and will be published as soon as possible.

FUTURE HEARINGS
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Boarding Schools
case study
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A case study investigating
abuse at residential boarding
schools throughout Scotland
is planned for later in 2020.
Details of which schools will
fall within the case study will
be announced in due course.

Foster Care case study
Last year Lady Smith announced
that a case study will be held
into foster care. This will include
children who were boarded out
as well as children who were
placed in foster care. The Inquiry
is recovering evidence from all 32
Scottish local authorities and is
gathering evidence from applicants
whose care was arranged by any
Scottish authority. The case study
is expected to begin in 2021.

How to talk to us:
We urge anyone with relevant
information to share to get in
touch with us. You can contact the
Inquiry’s witness support team:
by phone on
0800 0929 300
by email at talktous@
childabuseinquiry.scot
by post at SCAI,
PO Box 24085, EH7 9EA

CASE STUDY FINDINGS
Quarriers, Aberlour and Barnardo’s case study findings
On the 7 January the SCAI published its findings into residential institutions
run by Quarriers, Aberlour Child Care Trust and Barnardo’s (QAB) between
1921 and 1991.
During the case study, the Inquiry considered evidence about the
nature and extent of abuse of children in care at institutions run
by the QAB providers at various locations across Scotland.
In the findings, Lady Smith concludes that children were physically abused,
emotionally abused and sexually abused in harsh, rigid regimes. Many
children did not find the warmth, care and compassion they needed.

Contact
Talk to us
The SCAI wants to ensure that all available evidence is
gathered. If you have any relevant information, please
contact our witness support team as soon as possible.
We carry out our investigations and hearings as part
of what is called an “inquisitorial” process meaning we
decide what matters to investigate, rather than relying
on others to choose what evidence to present to us
about those matters. An inquisitorial process does
not involve putting anyone on trial. No one is treated
by us as if they are facing a criminal charge. We can’t
decide if anyone has committed a crime or is at fault
in law, nor can we award damages or compensation.
These matters can only be decided by the courts.
We can and do decide what facts are established.

We always act independently of any person,
group, organisation or body. We are not part of
the Scottish Government. We are independent
of Scottish Government and all organisations.

INFORMATION

Trauma-Informed Approach
Information from Anne McKechnie,
Consultant Forensic Clinical Psychologist
At the core of the Inquiry is the concern that
children were abused within care systems. We
have learned from applicants that consequences
may be mistrust in authority, fear of being hurt,
anger, and even feelings of shame, guilt and grief.
The trauma-informed approach taken at SCAI
aims, at every point, to be mindful of the possible
consequences of abuse in care. We aim to ensure
all of our witnesses are not exposed to repeated
distress in the course of their contact with us.
The principles of trauma-informed care are to
establish Trust and help people feel Safe by
Collaborating, offering Choice and Empowering
them as far as possible in how they engage with
our systems. When children are abused in the
care system, none of these principles apply.
What this means for a legal process such
as a public inquiry is not simple, but is at
the forefront of our daily practice.

Below are just a few ways we try to do this:
• Initial training and annual refresher training
for all staff on the impact of abuse in care.
• All teams are expected to attend what we
call reflective practice to enhance their
understanding of the impact of trauma.
• Careful planning of private sessions so
all applicants and witnesses feel they
are consulted on arrangements.
• It is important that people feel safe and supported
when giving evidence. This may not happen
easily so we spend time building relationships
before, during and after sessions and hearings.
• It is vital that in taking a trauma-informed
approach, we do not make false promises.
Above all, we believe that learning from all those
who have contact with the Inquiry continues
to build and strengthen our understanding
of the trauma-informed journey.

Materials available to stakeholders
The Inquiry has created a series of leaflets and
posters, as well as social media graphics, to raise
public awareness about what the Inquiry does and
ensure that those who may have information they
wish to share know how to get in touch with the
Inquiry. If your organisation would like to obtain any
of the publicity material, please contact 3x1 Group:
by telephone at 0131 225 7700
or 0141 221 0707
or by e-mail at SCAI@3x1.com

HEARINGS

Communications Campaign
Care leavers
In October 2019, materials with details of how to get
in touch with the Inquiry were distributed at various
events taking place across Scotland throughout National
Care Leaver’s Week and Care Experienced Week.
The Inquiry is interested in hearing from people of all ages who
wish to share their experience of their time in foster care.
Prisoners
The Inquiry continues to work closely with the Scottish
Prison Service and the Prison Service in England and Wales
to ensure it can receive information and hear evidence
relevant to the Inquiry’s work from individuals in prison.
Arrangements are in place to ensure interviews
can be conducted safely and discreetly.

FAQs
I want to give a statement to the Inquiry
– how long will it take to arrange my
private session?
It may take us time to arrange a private session
near you. This does not mean that your
experiences are not important to us. Your
witness support team contact will keep in touch
with you. When we are ready to meet with you,
your witness support team contact will get in
touch with you to discuss where is easy and safe
for you to meet us for a private session.
Can my evidence to the Inquiry be prioritised
if I am elderly or ill?
Please speak to your witness support contact if
you have any concerns about your health and
think that you might need to give your evidence
at a private session more quickly.
Will I be asked to give evidence at a
public hearing?
For some people, their witness statement will be
the whole of their evidence to the Inquiry.
Some people will be asked by the Inquiry to give
evidence at a public hearing. Not everyone who
has given a witness statement to the Inquiry will
be asked to give evidence at a public hearing.
At your private session or review meeting with
the Inquiry you will have been asked if you are
prepared to give evidence at a public hearing.
People who tell us they were abused will not be
made to give evidence in public about their own
abuse if they do not feel comfortable to do so.

What happens to my statement to
the inquiry?
Your statement is very important to the Inquiry.
Once your statement is signed, it is evidence
before the Inquiry and will be considered by
the Inquiry as part of a continuing process.
Will all announced investigations
be part of a case study?
There are currently more than 80 announced
investigations which are listed on the Inquiry’s
website www.childabuseinquiry.scot/evidence/
investigations/
The Inquiry is looking at different types of care
providers within its terms of reference and will
consider some in detail as part of a case study.
Case study evidence will be held in public.
Not all institutions which are listed will
become a case study. However, all evidence
is important to the Inquiry and will be
considered as part of the Inquiry’s work.

