
1. 

Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry 

Witness Statement of 

Support person present: Yes 

My name is My date of birth is 
are known to the Inquiry. 

Life before going into care 

1938. My contact details 

2. I was born in the Springburn area of Glasgow. I lived with my mother., father
- and older sister -who was four years older than me. I know from my
sister that I also had a younger brothe-He was about four years younger than me
but I don't remember him at that time. I wouldn't meet.until after I had been in care
in Australia.

3. My mother was very sick after my brother was born. She was on her own and my
father was away to the war. I think that may have been a reason why my sister and
me were taken away and eventually put into care in Edinburgh.

4. I remember going to a lot of different places for evacuees during the war. I was always
with my sister at all of these places.

5. My sister went into care before me. She went to the Good Shepherd Orphanage at
Colinton in Edinburgh. After this I fretted and cried until eventually I was allowed to go
there as well.

6. I was taken in a double decker to the home at Colinton. I hadn't had any contact with
my mum and dad when it was decided I would join -





















-was lucky that she had the- looking out for her. I was glad that she was
able to get way from the convent when she did.

69. After- left she went and stayed with the - She started to work with the
Water Board .• stayed with themlllluntil she was married.

Visitors 

70. - still came and visited me regularly. She was working locally so it wasn't too
difficult to visit.

Review of care/detention 

71. At some point there were visitors at the convent from either England or Scotland. They
were there to check how the kids were getting on. We never got the opportunity to
speak to them.

72. The nuns would have knew in advance they were coming. This meant that everything
would be fine for the visit.

Family 

73. At some point I was told by one of the nuns that my mum and dad were dead. I just
believed this. I thought it must be right as that's why we would be in an orphanage. I
just felt that everyone had deserted us.

Discipline 

74. The head nun, was pretty brutal. If you did something wrong you 
would be sent to her. She would give you the strap. 

75. I saw some of the older migrant girls being punished. They had run away. When they
were brought back to the orphanage the nun in charge gathered everyone together.
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She made an example of the girls. She hit them with the strap on the back and the 
buttocks. It was horrible. 

Life after St Vincent de Paul's Orphanage 

Leaving 

76. There was a lawyer who would hand in fruit to the nuns. He told Sister Clare that he
was looking for a junior. Sister Clare said she had just the person for this. I went to his
office for an interview. I was successful and started as the lawyer's receptionist.

77. I was able to leave the orphanage and I found some accommodation. My friend.,
from the orphanage, came to stay with me as well.

78. When I left the orphanage there was no preparation. I think I left with virtually what I
was standing in.

79. At the lawyers office the wages were good. I was given a pay rise every year. I was
treated as an equal.

80. I used to keep in touch with Sister Clare right through to when my daughter was born.
It was like a friendship as she was the one who put me on the road to my first job.

Other information 

81. When I was young I moved around a bit before travelling abroad for about a year. I
then returned to Adelaide. It was the first time I had been there for about five and a
half years.

82. I started moving around again and eventually arrived in Perth, Western Australia. I met
my daughter's father and the travelling stopped. We were engaged but never married.
We split up before my daughter was born. After this it was just me and my daughter.
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