



















































































183.

154.

155.

156.

157.

| assume the local authority would have checked for any convictions with the police
before | started fostering, but | don’t know what those checks would have been. The
local authority did not provide any references for my current employment in a
supermarket.

| have more memories of some of the children named in the charges than others,
however | think they got together and made up their stories. | think it was all started
by [ ho read something in the papers about me, but | do not want to
go into what they read. | know that at least two of them have gone for compensation
and | think it's partly about money.

| think, because the stories were all so similar, that they all got together and decided
what to say. At least three of them said | hit them with a belt and that never happened.
I have no proof that it didn’t happen, but | only ever smacked my own son and even
that was only with my hand. The judge said that he had to find me guilty. | read from
that that he didn't really believe it, however on the evidence he was obliged to find me

guilty.

Allegations of abuse

Awareness of abuse

| was not aware of any behaviour committed by any person that | would consider to be
abuse of foster children whilst in foster care. | do not consider any discipline,
punishment, or other practice by me toward any foster child to have been abuse, but |
can't speak for anyone else.

| am aware that says in her statement that I'd had a child removed from my

care before she was placed with me, but | have absolutely no idea what that is referring
to. | have never had a child removed from me.
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163.

164.

Reporting of abuse

If a child had any concerns or worries they could have spoken to their social worker,
or to a Family Aide, if one was involved, or to someone at the Family Centre. A lot of
the children were involved with Family Centres or were transported by Family Aides.

No foster child ever raised any concerns in relation to abuse in foster care that I'm

aware of either with me, or with any other foster carer.

| think the older children would probably have been more cautious about speaking to
people, but that's in general, not just about abuse. | don't think the younger ones
would have any problems, it's more of an age thing than an issue a child in care might

have.

| think some of the children that | looked after had been exposed to things that they
shouldn’t have seen. Some had seen a lot of alcohol abuse and a lot of drug abuse
and probably, along with that, physical abuse. | can'’t think of anything specific, but |
do know that mother used to take her out shoplifting. She would hide the
things she was stealing in buggy and she would also send-out with i
to go shoplifting for things to sell. That kind of thing damages children.

| would have passed on any concerns | had to my social worker or my link worker, but
| don't know if anything would have happened as a result.

| may have been given written or verbal guidance on the reporting of abuse of children,

but | can’t remember.

Even with the benefit of hindsight | did not see or become aware of anything that |
thought should have reported. Everything was discussed at the time and any concerns
| had | would pass on to the social worker because they were coming to my house on
a regular basis.
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166.

167.

168.

Allegations of abuse for which there has been no criminal conviction

| am aware that the Inquiry has a copy of the Complaint of the Procurator Fiscal for
Aberdeen Sheriff Court, which lists the charges of which | was convicted and also a
further three charges. Again | can’t remember exactly what they were, but | am aware

that the Complaint lists them as:

i. Assault, committed between_ 1990 and_ 1991 on

_ who was then aged nine, of which | was acquitted;

ii. Assault, committed between-1993 and - 1994 on-

- who was then aged five, which was dropped by the prosecution; and

iii.  Assault, committed between_1996 and_ 1997 on
_ who was then aged six, again which was dropped by the
prosecution.

| never did those things and | have never been the subject of any other complaint in
relation to the alleged abuse of foster children.

Reporting to police/criminal proceedings

As far as I'm aware the charges that were made against me were the only alleged
abuse of foster children who had been in my care that was reported to the police. | do
not know which police station had been dealing with the complaints that had been
made.

Prior statements

| have not given any statements about my time as a foster carer and | did not give the

police a statement when | was charged.
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170.

171.

172.

173.

174,

Specific allegations that have been made to the Inquiry

| am aware thathas made a number of allegations against me to the Inquiry.
| rememberas a fairly happy little girl. She and my daughter got on really well
and | was so surprised when | read her statement that this is what her memory is.

| can’t remember whether | ever gave a sanction or punishment, but it would not
have been anything serious like she says in her statement. | have never hit a child
with my hand or with a belt, even though | know | have been convicted of that.

| have read in statement that she says ‘Sheila was horrible to me. She gave
me into trouble all the time and was always shouting at me. | was walloped on my
little hands or slapped on the back of my head every other day. She'd come down to
my level, hold me by the wrists and then she'd wallop me again and again on the back
of my hands. The sting afterwards was very sore. This started not long after | went
to live with her’

| absolutely accept that if a child was treated in the way jisSlldescribed that would be
abuse, but it absolutely never happened. The passage of time has not affected my
recollection whatsoever.

I thinkmemory is all jumbled up. She starts off saying in her statement what a
wonderful time living with her mum was and yet at the end she says it was horrible. |
don’t think she has a full recollection of where anything happened. She’s also blamed

nearly every foster carer for the same thing.

| have read thatalso says ‘One of the reasons | would get hit was for helping
myself to food (...) I'd take a block of cheese out of the fridge and just start eating it. |
used to get smacked if | did that at Sheila's. | was clearly hungry, but she still refused
me food. Her own children were allowed to help themselves to food in the fridge (...)
| remember dragging the chair over to the fridge and getting another mousse. Sheila
found me with it and she walloped me on the hands. |JJija/ways remembers

32



175.

176.

177.

178.

179.

180.

Sheila shouting, "l don't get enough money to give you two chocolate mousses after
every meal!". | only remember it because he used to tell me.’

That would certainly be abuse if a child was treated in that way, but it didn’t happen.
It may have happened at home with her mother, but it certainly didn’t happen
in my house.

il continues ‘Any time Sheila's daughter got hurt when we were playing, | got the
blame for it (...) banged her head one time and we ran to Sheila and explained what
happened, and | got walloped for it’

| have not hit a child since my son was four. | would never smack a child. If a child
gets hurt they get sympathy, they get empathy and they get sent out to play again, as
long as nothing has fallen off.

| have also read that jisSlllsays ‘/ was force-fed chocolate mousse. | didn't want to eat
it and Sheila rammed the metal spoon info my face. The chocolate was all over my
face and | was crying. My brother intervened and said that | didn't want it, that I'd had
enough. | was always crying at Sheila's. | was always hysterical. | think the force-
feeding happened more than once’

That absolutely never happened. | have never force-fed a child, which | accept would

be abuse.

has been through many traumatic events in her life, which have maybe damaged
her. She seems confused and conflicted about events that have happened in her life,
and about where and when they have happened. She even writes in her statement
that she may be wrong with ages and dates, which makes me wonder if she is
misremembering what has happened to her and who did it to her. She accused her
step dad of hitting her with a belt and then attributes that to me as well. She also

seems to accuse all foster carers of similar things.
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182.
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184.

185.

Helping the Inquiry

I'm sure things are very different now to how they were when | was fostering in the
eighties and nineties, but I'm not involved in childcare anymore, so | don’t know.

I think there will always be kids who are damaged, but they are damaged whether they
go into foster care or not. It is how you try and best support them that is important,
but | don’t have a magic wand for that. | tried to do the best that | could to support the
children and | think | did a good job, although some say that | didn't.

You can't protect anybody that is involved in childcare and perhaps | was even more
vulnerable because | was a single parent. Anybody can turn round and say anything
and my conviction is a prime example. | had no evidence to say that it didn’t happen
other than my mum and my daughter saying that it didn’t.

Children should be listened to, but | don’t know how you can tell what is the truth and
what is not. | can understand people believing children in care, but to ruin somebody’s
life is awful. All | know is that what | was convicted of was not true and that is what is
so hard. | could have appealed the conviction, but my solicitor told me | could have
been given a custodial sentence. | have no proof that it didn’t happen so | decided not
to appeal.

I think children should have a diary for themselves about their own day to day
experiences in care. It can be written up by their foster carer to record how they were
when they first came to stay, how long they took to settle, what they did or didn’t like
to eat and any other things that may happen. That diary could then go to every
placement with the child and they could start writing in it themselves when they are
old enough to do so. | think that would offer them a clearer timeline of how things
unfolded in their lives and fill any gaps that might be created in their memories later

on.
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188.

Other information

My time fostering was a very interesting time. | loved it and | don't believe | ever did
anything that would have seriously damaged any children emotionally. | did the best
| could, which | think was pretty okay and I'm just sad about what ultimately happened.

My conviction has impacted my whole family, my job, my physical health and my
mental health. It has impacted every aspect of my life and the allegations are not true.
| reached the age of sixty without so much as a parking ticket and now | have
convictions for child abuse. It seems as if everybody believes the kids and not me.

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence

to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.
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