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Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry 

Witness Statement of 

James FARQUHAR 

Support person present: No 

My name is James Napier Farquhar. My date of birth is 

contact details are known to the Inquiry. 

EXPERIENCES AS A FOSTER CARER 

Background 

1956. My 

2. I don't have any qualifications. I started off as a market gardener in Musselburgh and 

from there I went to work at Asda on Milton Road, Edinburgh. I think that's now some 

sort of naval school or something like that. Then I went to the wire mill, Gilby-Brunton, 

but I can't remember how long I worked there. I then worked at Ideal Standards for 

three years and from there I went to Edinburgh council and worked as a bucket man. 

I've also had some security jobs. I worked as a security guard at Bilston Glen pit during 

the miners' strike. I patrolled the grounds and reported any incidents like coal thefts. 

After that, I was a self-employed painter and decorator. I'm skilful with a paintbrush. 

My last job was delivering flowers for Floral Ambitions in Edinburgh, but thanks to 

some keyboard warriors, I lost that job. 

Becoming a Foster Carer 

3. I can't remember exactly when I became a foster carer. I think I was still working for 

Edinburgh Council at the time and living at in Edinburgh. I imagine 

my time as a foster carer ended in 1999 as that's when I went to prison. I stopped 

being a foster carer after I was arrested as a result of the allegations made against me 

and I was going to court. 
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4. - and I discussed wanting to become foster carers because we thought we 

could help folk. I assume we contacted the Social Worked Department to start the 

process off. I can't remember all the details of becoming a foster carer because it was 

so long ago, but I know it was a long involved process of interviews and background 

checks. They spoke to your family members and friends about you. I can't be sure, but 

I'd say it took between six months and a year to go through that process from start to 

finish. 

5. I do remember speaking to other foster parents at that time. That was part of the 

process of becoming a foster carer. If I remember rightly, our Church of Scotland 

minister and his wife were foster carers so we also spoke to them about it. I think the 

minister's name is Alistair Morris, but I'm sure he'll be retired now. 

Training 

6. I don't remember needing any qualifications or specific experience to become a foster 

carer. We did get some training before we started fostering and it was ongoing while 

we were foster carers. There were meetings and training sessions in various places. 

These were run by other experienced foster carers and the Social Work Department. 

There were also home visits to check the house for safety and I imagine they were 

also looking to see how clean it was. 

7. During the meetings with other foster carers, they would discuss scenarios and how 

to deal with them like kids running away or their parents not turning up for visits. One 

of the main priorities was trying to make sure that the kid never lost respect for their 

parents, despite the situations they were going through being difficult. We had to make 

sure that the respect for their parents, from both the kids and us, was maintained. 

8. There were always ongoing checks while we were fostering. There was a social worker 

called Lubiska or something like that. l could never remember her name so I called 

her 'biscuit' . She was high up in the Social Work Department at Springwell House in 

Edinburgh. She was one of the Social Workers I remember carrying out some of the 

checks. We met her a few times at the Social Work Department and the house. 
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9. We did get training on how to deal with kids that had been through difficult experiences 

like abuse or kids that had disabilities or additional support needs. I remember we had 

one kid that was wired up to a machine. He was just a wee baby. Every time the 

machine went off we had to go through to check on his breathing. I can't remember 

exactly what was his condition was. I'm sure we must have also got some sort of child 

protection training and training on how to discipline the kids. I do remember thinking, 

at the time, that the training was quite good and I thought it was useful. Whether it 

would be useful today, I don't think so, as things have moved on and everything has 

changed. 

10. I imagine we would have also been given written information and guidance and I 

remember we could phone the Social Work Department at any time if we had 

questions. Foster parents were assigned their own Social Worker and the kids had a 

separate Social Worker. Sometimes, the kid's family would also have a Social Worker. 

It could be difficult getting everyone involved to meet at the one time. Things would 

happen like the parents wouldn't turn up, the kids Social Worker wouldn't turn, the 

family Social Worker wouldn't turn up or our Social Worker would have some sort of 

emergency. There were times when the meetings would have to take place separately. 

We'd have our meeting with our Social Worker. They kid would have their meeting 

with their Social Worker and then I think the Social Workers would meet to discuss 

things between them. 

11. Over the years we had quite a few Social Workers. I remember we had one that used 

to like sitting watching our fish tank and there was a guy called Phil who drove a 

Citroen 2CV. Other than that, I can't remember who they were. This was twenty years 

ago and it's in the past for me. 

12. I really don't remember all the details of what was involved in the training process. I 

haven't kept any paperwork at all from my time as a foster carer. I really thought that 

the training was ok. That's just how it was done at the time and I haven't got the 

mentality to question things like that. I just did what I had to do. I'm sure by today's 

standards it wouldn't wash. 
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Foster Care Arrangements 

13. I've never really thought about my legal relationship with the Local Authority or whether 

I thought I was employed by them or not. I looked at fostering as a vocation. Your heart 

goes into it, but because of my experience, I wouldn't recommend anyone do it today. 

14. We definitely had a say in the type of fostering we wanted to do such as long term, 

short term or emergency placements. We also had a say in whether we wanted to 

foster girls or boys and the age range. - and I always worked on the basis that 

if we had space and thought we could help the kid and the family we would. We may 

have set guidelines to start off with, but as we went on fostering, if we could provide 

help, we would do it. 

Financial Support 

15. - used to deal with the financial side of things. I couldn't even tell you what we 

have in the bank just now as she deals with all of it. Even when I was working, I just 

gave her the money I earnt and she dealt with it. Is she goes first, I'm up the creek 

without a paddle. 

16. I imagine we were given quite a bit of money by the council or the Social Work 

Department for fostering and - kept a tight rein on the budget. The kids were 

our priority and the money was used to get them whatever they needed, give them 

pocket money, pay for their clubs, travel and to buy food. We were probably given 

some material support as well, but I couldn't be specific about that. 

Your Foster Home and Household 

17. When - and I started fostering, it was just us and our two children,- and 

- I think - was seven years old and - was eight years old. After we 

started fostering, we had a boy called- come to live with us. He was at primary 

school when he came to us. We ended up adopting - after a while. I can't 

remember how old- was when we adopted him, but he was still at primary school. 
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I haven't seen - for two or three years now. He only stays down the road from 

me, but he never pops up. I only see him if I bump into him when I'm out walking the 

dog. I still get on with him. If he needs something I know he'll come to us, but other 

than that, he's got his own life to lead. 

18. We lived in a flat in Wester Hailes when we were fostering. We had lived in

- but I don't think we started fostering until we moved to Wester Hailes. It was a 

top floor flat over two stories. When you went in the front door, the stairs were on the 

right. To the left was the living room and the kitchen. There was a bedroom off the 

kitchen. That was - s room. Upstairs, there was a toilet, my bedroom and two 

further bedrooms. One of the bedrooms was for the boys and we used the other as a 

girl's bedroom. Our flat was in good condition. - and I spent time painting and 

decorating it. We never had any complaints from Social Workers about the flat and we 

always made sure it was safe. For example, I think we had to have a fire extinguisher 

and a fire blanket in the kitchen. 

Children Fostered 

19. I couldn't' tell you how many children we've fostered over the years. I think we fostered 

for roughly thirteen years so it would be quite a few. It will be on record somewhere, 

but I don't know. One of the first kids to stay with us was a boy. I think he was about 

thirteen. Then his sister came to us shortly after that. She was fifteen going on sixteen. 

I don't want her name mentioned because I'm still in touch with her to this day. I can't 

remember if he and his sister were both with us at the same time. They both came 

back to live with- for a period while I was in prison. 

20. I believe all of our foster placements came through the Local Authority which was 

Edinburgh Council, but I don't know if they collaborated with the likes of Barbados or 

anyone else. I didn't know any of the kids prior to fostering them and I wasn't related 

to any of them. 

names of the foster children who stayed with us. 

Placement Preparation 

5 



2·1. Befwjtewe started fostering,_ and I spoke to our kids about it and after we were 

fostering we continued to talk to them about each child we fostered. When a kid was 

qqming to stay with us, we didn't tell our kids about their background as we didn't feel 

that was something they needed to know. Once the foster kid was with us, we would 

talk to our kids to see if they felt they could live with the foster kid in the house. We 

wanted our kids to feel like they were always involved. 

22. The preparation for each foster care placement would depend on the circumstances 

that the kid's family were in. We would always get notice of a placement, but how long 

that notice was would depend on the type of placement. It could vary between a week, 

a couple of weeks or sometimes longer. In some cases, if it was a real emergency 

placement, you might only get a couple of hours' notice. Over the thirteen years we 

were fostering I don't think that happened very often. 

23. As foster parents, we always had the opportunity to refuse a placement and the Social 

Work department always tried to match children to the best foster carers for them. 

They would try to suit whatever guidelines we had set like age range, but you would 

sometimes be asked to foster a child outside you specified range. That happened if 

the Social Work Department felt that the kid was best suited to stay with us. We would 

be given information about the kid's family background, but only about the situation 

they were in at that time. We weren't given information about extended family unless 

they were requesting visiting rights. We were also given some information about the 

kid's medical history and school, if they were of school age. 

24. Unless it was an emergency placement, the kids would meet us, meet our kids and 

come to see the house before they came to stay. The first meeting would either be at 

our house, their family house or the Social Work Department with the kid's Social 

Worker and sometimes their parents present. The introduction let us see if we thought 

we could help the kid and it let the kid have some choice in whether they wanted to 

come to stay with us. I'm sure there were some kids who chose not to come to stay 

with us after that initial meeting. There were also some kids that we chose not to foster 

for whatever reason. I can't remember anyone specifically. 
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25. All the kids settled in at their own pace. Some settled really well and others took longer. 

I think in most cases, having our own kids made settling in easier for the foster kids. 

I'm sure in a few cases it made it more challenging, but on the whole, I'd like to think 

it made it easier. The biggest thing I remember was the day the kids arrived, they came 

with their wee black bag with their stuff in it. Just taking them out to get them new 

shoes and stuff to wear and the fact that they had the choice, within reason, to pick 

what they wanted, increased their confidence massively. You could see the lift in them. 

26. If for some reason one of our foster kids was moving to another foster carer, we always 

made sure they knew where they were going and we tried to go with the kid to meet 

the new foster carer. If the kid wanted to talk to us about it fine, if not then that was 

between the kid and their own Social Worker. 

Daily Routine and Sleeping Arrangements 

27. - was the one who dealt with most of the kids' daily routine, especially during 

the periods I was working. I think I was working for Edinburgh Council as a bucket man 

when we started fostering so I would be out of the house before anyone else. -

would get the kids up, dressed, fed and organised for school. I don't really remember 

being around for the morning routine. When the kids came back from school, if they 

had homework they would do that. If they didn't have homework or they had finished 

their homework they could go out to play before dinner. After dinner, they could go 

back out to play or stay in. It was their choice. Bedtime would depend on the age of 

the kid, but it was probably about 9:00 pm. Whether they actually went to sleep at 9:00 

pm or whether they played about in their room, I don't know. 

28. I don't really remember the foster kids or our kids having any specific chores other 

than maybe doing the dishes and keeping their room tidy. - was fit and able 

then and she would do all the cleaning. 
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Washing and Bathing 

29. We had one bathroom in the flat with an over bath shower. The kids could choose 

whether they wanted a bath or a shower. I'm sure - must have helped the 

younger kids to get washed. The older kids had privacy in the bathroom and the door 

had a lock on it so they could use that. It was like all bathroom locks. You could lock it 

from the inside, but you could unlock from the outside with a screwdriver. I think that 

was for safety. If the bathroom door was locked, everyone knew someone was in there 

and they had to wait their turn. 

Clothes and shoes 

30. We bought the kids clothes and shoes from the money we got for fostering. If they 

needed something specific, like a school uniform, we could go to the Social Work 

Department and ask for a grant to buy it. If it was something the kid needed and we 

felt it was beneficial for them, we would fight for it. It could be difficult at times to get 

the grant, but we would get what the kids needed one way or another. 

31 . Like I said before, the kids got to pick their clothes and shoes within reason. Kids can 

be cruel and will go for the obvious. Like if you're fat, they'll call you fat. If you've got 

glasses, they'll call you 'four eyes' . I never knew what the kids were wearing at school 

so we wanted our foster kids to choose what they wanted. We tried to accommodate 

them as best we could. Each kid had their own clothes. Whether they swapped them 

between themselves, I don't know. - washed and ironed all their clothes. 

Mealtimes 

32. We would all sit in the kitchen and eat dinner together. Depending on numbers, we 

would sit around the kitchen table. If space was tight around the table, I would usually 

sit at the kitchen counter to eat - and I both did the cooking. We would make 

things like mince and tatties, stews, pies and fish and chips. I think the kids quite 

enjoyed when I did the cooking because I'd put some herbs and seasoning in my food. 
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33. If we cooked something that one of the kids didn't want to eat, we would talk to them 

to figure out why they didn't like it. Maybe something happened to them while they 

were eating that meal before. We would try to find out so we could avoid having that 

meal again. We would ask them to at least try it, but if they didn't like it after that we 

would get them something else to eat. 

Leisure Time 

34. If the kids weren't at school and didn't have homework to do, they could go outside to 

play with their mates. I always told them they could play as long as they were within 

shouting range. I would go out onto our balcony and shout for them when it was time 

for them to come in. The Greenway ran through Wester Hailes so they had plenty of 

space to run about outside. At that time, there were still community huts at Wester 

Hailes Park with a football pitch so they could also play there. I never had any 

complaints about bad behaviour for any of our kids when they were out playing. 

35. The kids also had their own toys, games and books which we encouraged them to 

share with each other. Some of them had Gameboys. They also went to various clubs. 

I remember one boy called - who played for the school football team. I would 

drive him to and from practices and games. We had a TV in the living room so they 

could watch their kids' programmes. We would also take them to places like the 

cinema when we could afford it and they would go out with their Social Worker came 

for a visit. 

Pocket Money 

36. We used to give each of the kids pocket money. The foster kids got the same as our 

kids. I can't remember how much they got. If they did something wrong, they would 

get a deduction from their pocket money. I would talk to them so they knew why they 

were getting a deduction. It was really to teach them a lesson, but - would 

actually set aside whatever we deducted and they would get in back at some point so 

they never actually lost any of it. 
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Trips and Holidays 

37. We would go on trips with our kids and our foster kids. I don't remember going on an 

annual holiday or anything like that. It was more short trips or day trips we would take. 

I remember going to Bournemouth and getting the bus there and the train back 

because- couldn't stand the bus. We would sometimes go to Dundee for the 

day. We also visited a Haven Caravan Park, but I can't remember where it was. I 

remember that trip as - got into a bit of bother for going in the pond there. If we 

were taking the kids away for mo.re than a day trip, we would ask for their parents' 

consent. If the parents said no then the trip was snookered. 

Schooling 

38. If the kids we fostered were of school age they did go to school. What school they 

went to would depend on the child and their family situation. If they were already at 

school when they came to us, then we would try to keep them at that school. Either 

we would take them or the Social Worker would arrange transport for them. If the kid 

was having contact with their family, Social Work would try to keep the kid at the school 

where the family were living. If that wasn't possible or they started school while they 

were living with us, they went to the local school. I think it was called Hailesland 

Primary. It was within walking distance from our house. I don't think Hailesland Primary 

exists now or it might be called something else. - and I would try to go to the 

kids' parents evenings when we could. 

39. I think we only ever fostered one kid with special educational needs. He was a little 

boy with Downs Syndrome. I think the school he went to was called 'Cains'. It was up 

Dalkeith way. He got a taxi to and from school as far as I remember. 

40. When the kids came home from school we always tried to make sure they did their 

homework before anything else. They would usually do it at the kitchen table or at the 

coffee table in the living room. Somewhere we could keep an eye on them. If the work 

they were doing was easy, like basis maths, reading or writing, I could help them with 

it. If it was anything more than that, I couldn't really help. If it was reading, I'd sit and 
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listen to them read. If they were stuck on a word, I'd help them. - would help 

too. With some of the longer term foster placements we would sometimes see their 

school work pick up over the time they stayed with us. 

Healthcare 

41 . - and I would both deal with any health concerns that the kids had. If they 

needed to see a doctor, then either one of us or both of us would take them. 

Sometimes their Social Worker would take them to the doctor too. The kids always 

had regular health checks when they stayed with us. I think we registered the foster 

kids with our doctor and dentist. We certainly would have if it was a longer term 

placement. I assume, if it was very short term, we would have taken the kid to their 

own practice. 

Christmas and Birthdays 

42. We always tried to make Christmas and birthdays a bit special. If the kid could, they 

would spend time with their own family. This was arranged through the Social Work 

Department. If a kid couldn't spend time with their family at Christmas, they would have 

a family Christmas with us. would come over and we 

would all have Christmas dinner together at ours. The foster kids and our own kids 

were always treated equally and got presents. If a foster kid was with us for their 

birthday, we wanted to make them feel like it was their special day. They could choose 

what they wanted to eat and what birthday cake they wanted. Some of the kids we 

fostered hadn't had cake before. - would make their birthday cakes. She would 

make them a cake that had something to do with their specific interests. I remember 

she made a t-shit shaped cake for one kid and a spanner cake for another kid who 

was doing a mechanics course. It was their day. If we could afford it, we would maybe 

go bowling or something like that. 
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Discipline 

43. I don't really remember having to discipline the kids too often. Their behaviour was just 

normal kid behaviour, like slamming doors, or being moody. If a kid had misbehaved 

we made a point of talking to them about it. We would talk through what they had done 

and try to work out why they were behaving like that. As I said before, as a punishment 

they would get a deduction from their pocket money, but that was always set aside for 

them so they could get it back later. The only other thing I remember doing was maybe 

taking away a toy or their game boy or asking the kid to go to their room until I could 

talk to them about it. That was to give them space to cool off too. We tried to emphasise 

how disappointed they would be in themselves for misbehaving. Both - and I 

would discipline the kids. If I was at work then - would deal with it because it 

wasn't fair to the kid to make them wait until I came home. The kids were never 

physically punished. I imagine we were given guidance on how to discipline, but I can't 

remember and I don't think any record was kept of a kid being punished. 

Bed Wetting 

44. I imagine some of the kids we fostered did wet the bed. I can't specifically remember 

it happening. I'd like to think we wouldn't have made that much of an issue about it 

and just encouraged the kid and reassured them. I'm sure we would have told them 

not to worry about it and that it was ok. I would probably have taken the sheets away 

to clean them and let- get the kid cleaned up. There wouldn't have been a fuss 

about it. 

Relationship with Foster Children 

45. I had a good relationship with our foster kids. It was just normal family life. We treated 

them the same way as we treated our own kids. If they wanted a cuddle, they got one, 

but we always left it up to them to come to us. So they felt comfortable. If they were 

upset, I was there for them. I'd talk to them, sit beside them and listen to what they 

had to say. The foster kids also had a good relationship with my own kids. Of course, 

they had normal kid arguments, but on the whole it was good. 
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Contact with Family 

46. The amount of contact each of the foster kids had with their families would differ from 

kid to kid. Some had supervised contact visits with their parents. It was supervised by 

the Social Work Department. They would arrange the time and date and they would 

pick the kid up and take them to contact. The Social Work Department arranged all 

the family contact, including contact with their siblings. If contact wasn't supervised, 

the kid's family member would sometimes phone us on the day to check the 

arrangements, but that was rare. If the kids wanted to speak to their family, they could 

always phone them. That was never a problem. It wasn't our job to encourage or 

discourage contact, just to facilitate it. We may have had an opinion on contact, but it 

wasn't our place to share it. We just tried to make sure the kid got as much contact as 

they wanted. If there were any problems with contact, like the kid was more upset than 

usual coming back to us, we would tell the Social Worker. At the time, I thought contact 

was adequately dealt with. 

Social Work Visits 

47. I couldn't say how often the kids Social Workers visited. Sometimes it would be regular, 

sometimes there would be big gaps between visits. The Social Workers obviously had 

more than one case to deal with so it would vary. Sometimes when it was arranged 

for them to come for a visit, the Social Worker would phone to say they had an 

emergency and couldn't come. Then it would be left to us to explain to the kid that the 

Social Worker wasn't coming that day. That was sometimes upsetting for the kid. 

48. The visits would be for different reasons. Sometimes the kids Social Worker would 

spend some time in the house with us. We would sit down, have a cup of tea and a 

chat about how the kid was doing and what they were doing at school. The Social 

Worker would check if there was anything the kid needed. If the Social Worker was 

coming to see the kid specifically, they would always go out of the house. The Social 

Worker might go upstairs and have a look at their room and things like that, but the 

visit with the kid would be outside the house. 
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49. The visits with our Social Worker would cover how family life was going, how the 

different foster kids were settling in and getting on. I can't say how often our Social 

Worker visited, but we could always phone them. I can't remember if our Social Worker 

spoke to the kids. I wouldn't have thought so as I don't think that would have been 

right without having the kid's Social Worker present. 

Review of Care/placement 

50. I do remember there being reviews of the kids care plans. We were involved in those 

along with the kid and the Social Work Department. I don't remember how often they 

would take place, maybe once a year if you were fortunate. The review would look at 

how the kid had settle in, how they were behaving, their family contact, school work 

and stuff like that. I also remember some Children's Panel Hearings, but I don't know 

who they were for or how often. Nothing specific sticks in my mind. 

51 . Some of the kids we fostered felt abandoned and angry, which is understandable. I 

think they mostly spoke to their Social Worker about stuff like that. We just got the 

huffy side of them and I think the Social Worker got the anger. We always left the door 

open for the kids to come to us if they wanted to talk about anything. I don' think we 

really went to them and asked for their thoughts. I could have done that a lot better. 

Thinking back, I could have gone to them and asked them more about what they were 

thinking and feeling. I don't think foster kids are listened to enough by all involved or 

sometimes they are listened to and then disregarded. I think we could have listened 

more and acted on it. 

Records 

52. I'm sure we were given some information about each of the kids we fostered and I'm 

sure we had to keep some records, but- tended to deal with all that. I imagine 

our records would be about their development, their progression at school, clubs and 

things like that. Perhaps- would have taken notes about all these things. She 

probably would have discussed it with me, but she would be the one that wrote it down. 

We had a locked cabinet and I think - kept any paperwork in there, but I don't 
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remember there being a lot of paperwork. Our Social Worker would have had access 

to these records and I think they would go with the kid if they moved. We also chose 

to make a life book for each of the kids we fostered. It was like a scrap book of their 

life with us. The kids could see the book whenever they wanted and it went with them 

when they left. 

Moving Placement 

53. The Social Work Department mainly handled preparing the kids for leaving foster care. 

We were more involved if a kid was moving to another foster care placement. We 

would speak to the kid about moving and make sure the kid was happy with what was 

happening. If it was another foster parent they were going to, we would meet the new 

foster parents with the kid. Sometimes we met the prospective foster parents on their 

own first and then with the kid. Kids would move for lots of different reasons. If they 

were going to a secondary school that was out with the area or they might be getting 

moved back home to family. Sometimes the foster placement just broke down. The 

kid might not be settling in or might be disruptive and if we felt we couldn't help the kid 

they would get moved. It must have happened over all the years we were fostering, 

but I don't think it happened very often. I'm sure there would have been a joint meeting 

about any kid moving placement and the kid might have been asked for their views. I 

can't remember to what extent the kids views were taken into account. 

Leaving the Care System 

54. I don't remember much about the process of kids leaving care as I don't think that 

many of the kids that left us were leaving care. I think most of them were either moving 

to other foster carers of going back home to family. I remember going to the housing 

department with one of the kids I fostered. It think she was sixteen or seventeen at the 

time. It was the girl I'm still in touch with today. She had left our care and gone back 

to stay with her mother for around six months. Then her mother died and she wanted 

to take over her mother's house. I helped her with that. Her brother was still in our care 

at the time. I had to break the news to him that his mother died. That's the only time I 

really remember being involved. 
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55. When the children were leaving care, I would say this is the one stage that the Social 

Work Department fell down on. They did help them get a house, but they could have 

helped them a lot more. I don't know if they got financial support from the Social Work 

Department. I don't think the kids were really equipped for moving on and I think there 

does need to be more support put in place. I suppose - and I could have done 

more too. Once the kids left our care, we didn't keep in touch with them. 

Complaints 

56. - and I never had any reason to make a complaint against the Social Work 

Department while we were fostering. I would assume if we did have to make a 

complaint, it would have to be done in writing. 

57. As far as complaints against - and I go, there obviously were complaints about 

me because I was put in jail. I can't remember any specific complaints being made by 

kids while they were being fostered by us. If there had been, I assume the Social 

Worker would have come to discuss it with us. 

Convictions 

58. I was convicted towards the end of 1999, but I maintain my innocence. I can't 

remember what the specific convictions were, but generally they were Lewd and 

Libidinous practices. It all started because an allegation of sexual abuse was made 

against me and as soon as- and I were notified of the allegation by the Social 

Work Department, we contacted the police ourselves. We asked them and the Social 

Work Department to investigate it. I can't remember how long that took. The police 

came back and said I had nothing to answer to so we just got on with our lives and 

continued fostering for another one or two years. Then the police came back and 

arrested me for that allegation and by this point there were more allegations made 

against me. I was convicted of some of the allegations, but not all, at Edinburgh High 

Court in 1999. I got a six year sentence, but got out after four years in 2003. I had to 

do the last two years under supervision. The only conviction I had prior to becoming a 
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foster carer was for smashing a milk float when I was a teenager. I was admonished 

for that. 

59. I find it really hard for me to get my head around an allegation being made, being 

cleared of it by the police, being allowed to continue fostering and then being arrested 

for it years down the line. Before the initial allegation was made, - and I were 

considering packing in fostering to retire. Perhaps we should have just packed it in 

then. After I was charged we obviously stopped fostering and the Social Work 

department cut all contact with us. 

Allegations of Abuse 

Awareness of Abuse 

60. I didn't recognise any signs of abuse in the kids we fostered. To be honest, I didn't 

really give it a thought to look because my focus was seeing that the kid was ok, happy 

and getting on with it. 

Reporting of Abuse 

61 . If any of the kids we fostered felt like they were being abused, they could have talked 

to anyone outside the house about it I suppose. Who they spoke to outside the house 

I had no control over. They could have spoken to their friends or their friend's parents. 

They could have come and spoken to - and I, but none of the kids we fostered 

ever raised any concerns. If we ever had any concerns we would have spoken to our 

Social Worker about it. I assume it then would have gone up the chain of command. 

Even with the benefit of hindsight, I can't think of anything that I think we should have 

reported, but didn't. I dare say there would have been information given to us about 

the reporting of abuse, but I don't remember it now. 
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A/legations of Abuse for which there has been no Criminal Conviction 

62. The only allegation of abuse I'm aware of, that I wasn't convicted of, was by- I 

think she made the complaint to her adoptive parents after she behaved 

inappropriately with her brother. - went to the police and then the police came to 

me. I was charged with the allegation she made, but it was flung out of court. I couldn't 

believe what she said. I'm not sure if I've ever given a statement to police about my 

time as a foster carer. I may have, but I don't recall. I also don't remember if I've ever 

been asked about abuse of foster kids by other people. It's too far back for me to 

remember. The biggest thing that sticks in my mind was the children's homes being 

investigated for abuse at the time I was charged. I think I suffered because of that. 

Because of all the hype about abuse at the time. 

Specific Allegations that have been made to the Inquiry 

63. - has given an account to the Inquiry of alleged abuse that she suffered while in 

my foster care. I remember - as a normal wee lassie. She played with her toys. 

She would interact with me when she wanted to. She was just a wee kid. In her 

statement she has made allegations against me and 

64. - has said "We were never taken out. I went to School and that was it. The only 

time I was taken out was when Jimmy would take me to his friend's flat in Wester 

Hailes. They took photographs of me without my clothes on there, but I liked going 

there because there was a girl of a similar age to me and I used to play with her. We 

never went to the park. I didn't even know how to run when I was adopted. My parents 

had to teach me. I hated the grass because I'd never felt it on my legs." I can't explain 

why she said that because it's not true. It didn't happen. 

65. - goes on to say "There was a chair when you went into the living room that was 

my chair. I wasn't allowed to get off that chair all weekend. WWF wrestling was always 

on the TV. I hated it. I wasn't allowed to play with my brother .• used to cry, but I 

wasn't allowed to get up and help him. I just had to sit on that chair." That just never 

happened. I haven't a clue why she's said that. 
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66. - continues 'The dogs were horrendous. They were used to punish us. If I did 

anything wrong, they used to put the dog right up to my face. They would keep it on 

the lead so it wouldn't bite me, but it would bark at me. I have a baby myself now and 

it's awful to think of this, but- used to sit in the playpen and the dogs would run 

around it, barking at him." I've had dogs all my life. Never ever would I allow and animal 

to be used in that way. One time during the fostering, my dog bit a Social Worker when 

he came in the door. I got the dog put down because I couldn't trust it anymore. I would 

not allow a dog to be used in that manner. 

67. - says "Sometimes I wasn't allowed to eat with the family. I had to eat from the dog 

bowl on the floor. There would be potato peelings in the dog bowl that I could eat or I 

was allowed to lick water from the dog's bowl. " That never happened. I've never fed 

my dog tattie peelings. There's just no way I'd allow a kid to eat out of a dog bowl. 

68. - has said in her statement that she was terrified of- and I. She says 'There 

was arguing and violence between Jimmy and the older boys, but I never knew what 

that was about. I never misbehaved. It was such a stark contrast to (previous foster 

carers). There was so much control. I was dressed in boys' clothes. I wasn't allowed 

to get off the seat. I was Jocked in a room. I wasn't allowed to go and nurture my little 

brother when he was crying. I wasn't a little girl at all". That never happened. I'm not 

saying - and I didn't argue and I'm not saying I didn't have arguments with the 

boys, but they were normal family arguments. Nothing like - has described. 

69. - goes on to say "In the evenings or at the weekend they made me sit in the chair 

in the living room. They didn't talk to me. I didn't have a book or anything. I just had to 
sit there and be quiet. If I got off the chair to go and touch my little brother or if I spoke, 

Jimmy would make me sit between his legs whilst he was watching the wrestling. He 

would rea/Jy strangle me with his legs. I wasn't allowed to move from there. Either that 

or they would make the dog bark in my face." That's just not true. It didn't happen. I 

just can't understand why she's saying this. 

70. - makes allegations about us not feeding her brother,_ She says - was 

in the play pen all the time. My brother was 7/b 10oz when he was born, despite being 
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born at 37 weeks to and IV drug user. He failed to thrive when we were in the foster 

home. He hardly put on any weight over the first six weeks we were there. When he 

was adopted at two years old, the medial reports said he was the weight of a one year 

old. It was put down to him being born to a drug user, but his weight was fine when he 

was born. JF-FPH didn't feed him." Again, this simply isn't true. 

71 . - continues "By the time my brother moved into my room with me, I used to feed 

him the inside of pillows because he was screaming so much in our bedroom. He was 

still very young when he moved in with me. Frequently, we were locked in our room 

all weekend. The door handles were taken off the door and the light bulb was taken 

out. We weren't allowed out. They didn't give us anything to eat and drink when we 

were in there. I used to urinate in a bowl and give it to - to drink. I had little cups. 

It was raining one day and I put them outside the window to catch the rain, so we had 

something to drink. I used to wake - up during that time to play with me, just 

because I was bored." Again, this just didn't happened and I have no idea why she is 

saying it did. 

72. - has made accusations of sexual abuse by 

Inquiry she says "I was sexually abused by ft 

happened frequently. I would be in my bedroom with my brother in the cot. My brother 

was one and a half to two at that time. It was always at night time. It was always vaginal 

penetration. He would lie on top of me. I remember knocking on his door sometimes, 

asking him if he was going to come in that night. It must have been so regular for me 

to do that, at the age of four. That's how normal it was to me." This was mentioned 

during my court case, but if it had happened, - would have been arrested and 

charged. To my knowledge he never has been. There was one time I remember we 

went upstairs and- was crying and - was standing on the landing, but that 

was it. Nothing else was ever said about that. 

73. - has also made allegations of sexual abuse by me. She says "The abuse by Jimmy 

used to happen when- was downstairs or out of the flat. It always happened 

in the bathroom. Jimmy would ask me to suck on his penis. He would sit on the side 

of the bath and I would be on the floor. It happened most Saturday mornings. I used 
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to sit at the bottom of the stairs and say to Jimmy, "Is it time to come up yer'." That did 

not happened and I can't explain why she's said that. 

74. Lastly, - has said "Jimmy had a friend who came to visit with his dog. His name 

was He was the adoptive father of my friend, . He wasn't very nice 

either. Jimmy would take me to a house where I thought- lived. I would stand on 

a piece of newspaper and they would take photographs of me. I wasn't wearing any 

clothes. I don't remember being touched there. I never knew who those friends were 

at the time. We would walk to their house, under a tunnel and they lived in Wester 

Hailes. It was a similar flat to the one Jimmy lived in." The photographs never 

happened. She may have went to - and - house, but there were never any 

photographs taken of her. Also, there was no tunnel on the way to- house. He 

lived in the same street a couple of doors along from us. 

75. I accept that if the behaviour described by - had happened, it would amount to 

abuse, but it just didn't happen. I can't explain why she has said these things. 

Final thoughts 

76. These days I just don't think about my time as a foster carer. I don't think about kids 

in care or the Social Work Department at all. I don't read anything in the papers about 

it. I'm just trying to live my life and I'm not being allowed to. When I got the letter from 

the Inquiry, I didn't want to come. To me, it's like I have no rights because I'm not 

getting listened to. 

77. I'm on the Sexual Offences Register and I comply with it. It feels like I'm still in prison. 

Yes, I have a key to the door and I can go in and out, but I have to abide by that 

Register because I was convicted. I have to tell them if I change my car, my bank, my 

phone number. I had to inform them when I went into hospital to get my pacemaker 

fitted. I had to tell them when I came out of hospital. If I go away for the weekend I've 

got to tell them. That's why I never go anywhere. 
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78. As far as jobs go, if I'm asked about a conviction, I have to disclose it because it's not 

spent. As soon as you disclose that, there's no chance of getting a job. I did get one 

job delivering flowers for Floral Ambition. I was there for around two or three years, 

but some keyboard warrior splattered my convictions all over the internet so I lost that 

job. Even when I'm walking about outside I occasionally get someone who shouts 

abuse at me. I ignore them now because I'm too old to get into any bother. When I 

was younger, I used to run because I was fast and they couldn't catch me. I'm too old 

now. This is how I'm forced to live. 

79. I have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence 

to the Inquiry. I believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true. 

Signed 
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