






























kids would go out at the weekend to their parents or a sister or brother's house. We 

wouldn't necessarily take them and some of them were old enough to make their own 

way there. 

72. The kids' social workers would come to the house to do their job and see the kids 

themselves. That's the only time I would see those social workers. I would be in the 

same room when they came to see the kids, but if they wanted privacy and wanted to 

talk somewhere else they could. That wasn't a barrier. Sometimes their social workers 

would take them out to talk to them. Sometimes those social workers would speak to 

me to ask how the kids were getting on. I think they would also let me know how things 

were going in the foster child's family. I'm not sure if they said how long the kids would 

be with us for. 

Siblings 

73. We had the two wee boys who were brothers and they were the only siblings placed 

together with us. 

Visitors 

74. I can't say how often the children's social workers came to visit us. Our social worker, 

Liz Coleridge, came to visit us but I can't remember how often she came. She was in 

quite often. To me she was good at her job and experienced. I could just tell she was 

good, from the way I got on with her. I'm not sure if Liz would speak with the kids or if 

that was left to their own social worker. I don't think there were any unannounced 

social work visits. There weren't any inspections of the property. 

Review of Care/placement 

75. The whole time we were fostering we had meetings in Haddington with other carers to 

discuss our situations. I'm not sure if it was every month or every two months. They 

were helpful. I learned different things about other family situations and they learned 

from our experiences. I don't recall the social workers interrupting us to give us advice 
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on how to deal with a situation. We were learning from each other in those meeting 

and we learned more as we went along from our own experiences. 

76. I can't remember going to any children's panels in relation to a child we fostered. When 

a child was removed from the placement with us we could give our opinion on what 

should happen to them, but we didn't have a say in what happened to them after they 

left us. 

77. After they left us we often kept up to date with the kids themselves. Like with -

we kept up to date with her and met her and her bairn and went to see her in her own 

house. I used to run into another foster girl,_ at the place where she worked. If 

one of my friends would ask me who she was I would pretend she was my niece as I 

didn't want them to know her business. Two or three of the lasses we fostered came 

to my wife's funeral. 

78. I don't think the children's views were always taken into account by social workers. 

The kids could express their feelings quite well themselves if they weren't happy with 

what the social worker did. Sometimes they felt they weren't being listened to. During 

a meeting in our house I could hear it. Maybe one of their parents would be there with 

the kid's social worker, our social worker, Liz Coleridge and us would sit in the living 

room. The kid would speak up and say if they weren't happy about something and 

make their feelings plain. I thought that was the right way and the right thing to do. 

79. They weren't always being listened to. There was one girl, - who ran out of the 

house a couple of times because she felt she wasn't getting listened to. It's a difficult 

situation for a kid to be in, staying in a house with strangers, it must be difficult for 

them. I think it was the role of their own social worker to be listening more to them in 

those sorts of meetings. That's the feeling I got when - ran out upset. I think it 

was something to do with her own family or her dad. She used to fall out with her dad 

a lot. Her mum and dad had split up and that's why she was in care. I couldn't swear 

to that. She ended up with her own wee flat too. 
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80. We had a meeting in the house every so often to discuss things and the kids to say 

their piece. If a parent wanted to come along, or both of them, they could come along. 

Everyone would sit together and give their point of view. 

Records 

81. We weren't required to keep any written notes or records. 

Moving Placement 

82. When it came time for a child to leave us we were given notice. I couldn't give a time 

scale of the notice we were given. It's all decided before they leave. When you come 

to the end of the time with a child a procedure gets put in place. When it came to them 

leaving I would have a chat with them and when it came to packing up their clothes 

Ila would do that. 

83. With regard to the two young boys we had, it was just for a fortnight when they were 

being prepared for adoption. They were a handful and had us tired, but they were 

good. 

84. With some children we felt we'd gone as far as we could and sometimes things were 

not plain sailing. Another couple might suit them better. The decision on that would be 

a combination of our views and what the social worker thought. It wouldn't just be us. 

I don't know what other foster parents the child would be matched with as that was left 

to the social worker. 

85. Some of them would be going into their own place, like--and - did 

and getting their own job. Their own social worker would be helping them with that. I 

don't know what choice they had with where they went to live. They came out of foster 

care altogether. I think that would be around the age of sixteen. I can't remember the 

exact age they were when they were with us. 
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Leaving the Care System 

86. The decision for the child to move on I think is made between foster parents and the 

social worker, maybe two social workers. I'm not sure. Also, I'm not sure about the 

child's view being taken into consideration when it came to them moving on from care. 

87. I don't know if any of the children in our care had external emotional support like 

counselling. I can't remember any of them getting counselling. When it came to leaving 

the care system I don't know what support they got with going into further education 

or training. I think they got some financial support to get started. They didn't have the 

option of staying on with us when they were leaving care. Normally when they left us 

another kid would take their place. We maintained contact with some of them when 

they left care. 

88. I don't think there is anything that could have been changed about my experience. 

Maybe they could have helped with more, but we learned a lot as we went along. 

That's the way it was for me. If a child, like - had a diagnosis that would 

probably have helped us of we'd been told about it. With her I can't remember anything 

about her, but it probably would have been a help to us. In general we would have 

benefitted if we'd been told the foster children had any educational or emotional needs. 

89. If me or my wife had issues with our role as foster carers we could have spoken to Liz 

Coleridge about it. 

Convictions 

90. I have not been convicted of any criminal offence. 

Allegations of Abuse 

Awareness of Abuse 
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91 . I was not aware of any behaviour that I would consider as abuse of foster children 

whilst in foster care with us. 

Reporting of Abuse 

92. If a child felt they had something to report they had access to their own social worker. 

They had the ability to contact them from the telephone in our house. There was no 

barrier to stop them speaking to their own social worker. They also had pocket money 

they could use to contact social work. 

Reporting to Police/Criminal Proceedings 

93. No report was made to police apart from a kid who had run away from the house. I've 

never had to take part in a police interview. 

94. I have not been subject to any complaint dealt with by police or social work. 

Specific a/legations that have been made to the Inquiry 

95. The only thing I remember about - came from something the Inquiry had said 

to me that made me think back. I remember taking her down to Dunbar Grammar 

because her taxi couldn't pick her up for some reason and she normally went to school 

by taxi. What I found out later, and we all found out, was I was letting her off at the 

gate and going away and she was coming back out of the school again. She was 

saying she was getting bullied at school. That's the only thing I remember. I can't really 

remember her staying with me. I can't remember what she looked like. She was at the 

high school so she was maybe thirteen or fourteen, but I'm not sure. 

96. - has said in her statement at paragraph 80, 'Angela McKay was my social 

worker at that time. She was hideous.' I vaguely remember Angela McKay. She was 

quite flamboyant, with colourful clothes that she wore. I didn't have a lot of interaction 

with her. Maybe llilldid, but I didn't. I don't know if I came across Angela McKay 

when- was placed with her as I can't remember - s time with us or if I 
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came across her with the other foster kids. A lot of the social workers would have a do 

now and again in a hotel and the carers and social workers would all be there to meet 

up and talk about things. I may have met her at a couple of them and that would be it. 

97. With regard to her relationship with her foster parents, - has said in her 

statement at paragraph 81 fiaand- were very short-fused, especiallylll. 

My wife had a wee bit of a short fuse, but it was for their own good I think. Now and 

again you would shout at a bairn and then a wee while later you would regret it, 

because maybe they got scared when you shouted at them. - stated that we 

were both short-fused. I could have shouted at them a couple of times. Later on, after 

it, I would think I shouldn't have shouted, because the bairn would have got a bit 

feared. I wouldn't say I was short-fused, the opposite actually. I might have shouted 

at them if they'd stayed out all night or a couple of nights. I would be annoyed at that 

and tried to let them know they'd been in danger. That's probably what I've done. I 

can't remember but that would be the kind of th ing, if I shouted. I wouldn't swear at 

them, no way. 

98. - goes on to say in her statement at paragraph 81 'I don't think they knew 

about my diagnosis, because I would have been treated a bit differently.' I can't 

remember anything about her. I certainly can't think if she had a certain diagnosis or 

if I knew about it. I don't think so. She goes on to say 'there were sweets that went 

missing and although I'd stolen things in the past I hadn't taken them. I remember 

- accusing me, but it was actually the girl who I shared a room with.' I can't 

remember her sharing a room with anybody. The only thing I know about the sweets 

is what I've read in the statement. I can only think if there was a fall-out over sweets I 

wasn't there and I was at my work. I can't recall it at all. I think there would be sweets 

in the kitchen. It was around Christmas time and we used to buy the big tins of sweets. 

99. - goes on to say in her statement at paragraph 82 'I started to kick about with 

another girl in Dunbar who was also in foster care. We hung around in Haddington 

and the other girl would go to visit her mum and take me with her. There were drug 

users and addicts in the house. I wasn't given anything though, there was no heroin 

given to me or anything like that. I was not wise to drugs, but I was being introduced 
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to them by this girl taking me to the house. Her foster parents said that I was a bad 

influence and I wasn't to go near her, when actually she was the one taking me to the 

house and she taught me to shoplift. When I went back to my foster parents they were 

having a go at me because I was a bad influence.Ill had spoken to the other girl's 

foster parents who were saying that I was to blame . .. . they were saying I was a bad 

influence and I was sensing that bad energy again that I was a bad influence and a 

bad kid.' I don't remember any of that at all. I don't remember the other girl who was 

staying with us in the house at the same time as -

100. - goes on to talk about leaving foster care in her statement at paragraph 87 '/ 

think I was only there for a matter of weeks after Christmas and then I ended up at 

Pathways Resource Centre. I don't know why I was moved, but the social work placed 

me. Angela McKay took me there. I think they just needed me to go somewhere that 

was better equipped for me.' I don't remember anything about the reasons for­

leaving us. It makes me think that she wasn't with us for long, because the other girls 

and boys we had I can remember somethings that happened with them, butllillll 

is a blank. 

101 . I don't remember anything about - s demeanour or her personality when she 

was with us. 

Helping the Inquiry 

102. I think they should listen more to what they're saying. Give them a voice. A lot of adults 

get together and maybe there's a couple of kids. I remember one of our foster girls, 

- ran out of the room saying 'they're not listening to me'. I feel they're not getting 

listened to all of the time. It could be better that way. If something could be done about 

that and have a better procedure to give them a voice. 

103. Matching certain ch ildren to specific foster parents is a hard one. I'm not sure what 

can be done to make it better. When a kid comes to your house and you don't know 

each other, the only way you're going to get to know each other is to wait awhile and 
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you'll find out. You learn something all the time. You'll be told certain things about 

them, but you've got to find out for yourself. It's a learning process. You've got to listen 

to people more. 

Other information 

104. I'm proud of what we did as foster parents and we did a pretty good job. We did our 

bes! and I'm quite happy with what we did to help kids in any way we could. It started 

out as a job for us, but it was more than a job and we got enjoyment out of it. 

105. I have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence 

to the Inquiry. I believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true. 

Signed .... 

Dated ......... (:~ .. /.5. /. d. .. l ..................................................... . 
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