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Lating SG (Shirley)

From: Trifkovic A (Alexandra) on behalf of Minister for Education and Young People

Sent: 09 November 2004 09:49

To: Laing SG (Shirley); Minister for Education and Young People

Subject: RE: :BACKGROUND BRIEFING NOTE ON COMMITTEE DEBATE ON PETITION
PE535

Shirley,

Mr Peacock has seen and noted your email.

Thanks

Alex

Alex Trifkovic
APS/Minister for Education and Young People

---——-0riginal Message-----

From: Laing SG (Shirley)

Sent: 02 November 2004 19:02

To: Minister for Parliamentary Business

Cc: Minister for Education and Young People; Deputy Minister for Education and Young People; PS/ED;
MacLean CR (Colin); Edgar R (Rachel); McKinlay FE (Fiona); Phillips D (Danny); Clark M (Matthew); Press
Education

Subject: I:BACKGROUND BRIEFING NOTE ON COMMITTEE DEBATE ON PETITION PE535

Importance: High

PS/Minister for Parliamentary Business

Copy as above.
BACKGROUND BRIEFING NOTE ON COMMITTEE DEBATE ON PETITION PE535
Purpose

To provide the Minister with some background information in advance of her discussions with the
Presiding Officer regarding the potential Committee Debate on 1% December.

Timing - Immediate
Background

Mr Peacock appeared before the Public Petitions Committee on 29 September to explain and
apologise for the delay in the Executive responding to the petition of Mr Daly seeking an Inquiry into
abuse in List D and other residential establishments. Mr Peacock: reiterated that the Executive does
not plan to hold an Inquiry; outlined actions that the Executive is taking to address the needs of
survivors and to ensure such abuse cannot happen again; acknowledged that abuse took place and
expressed profound sorrow about the damage that had been caused to individuals. The words that he
used were carefully chosen to reflect concerns from OSSE that the Executive is not seen to accept
liability for abuse (given a number of current cases in which the Executive is cited as a defender).

Mr Peacock told the Committee that the Scottish Law Commission had been asked by Ms Jamieson
to undertake a review of the law on limitation which currently stops many survivors from bringing
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We recommend that the Minister notes the above information.

Shirley Laing
ED-LACY]1

27d November 2004




