WIT.001.002.1050

Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

FDH

Support person present: Yes

My name is [T 'y date of birth is [N 1971 My

contact details are known to the Inquiry.

Life before going into care

Before | went into care, | lived with my mum, my brother and sister at _

Il Giimerton, Edinburgh. My mum’s name was ||| G '
had a big brother,-and a little sister,- My little brother, JJJJif wasn't born

then JJfjwas born on K 9?0,-was born in -1 973 and |
was born on_1 975.

My dad’s name was_ He was in the Army. My dad is a Geordie, from
the North of England. My mum and dad had met in a pub or club in Edinburgh. My

mum was an alcoholic. She has always been a drinker. My mum and dad married in

I 1970. My mum was already pregnant with my brother. [Jlffwas born in
Edinburgh and | was born in England because my dad was posted there. My mum’s

dad lived at_ Edinburgh. | remember- and | staying at his house

and rats running over us.

As far as | know, it was never a great marriage. My dad went absent without leave
from the army. That was part of the reason that my siblings and | ended up in care. |

think the fact that my mum was an alcoholic was part of the reason that my dad left
her.
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My mum had no income. My brothers, sisters and | were put on the “At Risk Register”.
My mum was not caring for us. -and | were never properly potty trained. We did
the toilet wherever we were. When social workers came to the house, all they could
smell through the letter box was urine. We were malnourished, dirty and not properly
dressed. My mum was arrested for leaving -and | alone in the house. Mum had
gone to the pub and a neighbour phoned the police. We had to go into care overnight.
Another time, [Jffrad got a hold of a box of matches and set fire to the kitchen.

The only real memory that | have of my mum is of being at home with her and-
My mum left us with a young girl so she could go out. To me, the girl was just a child.
My mum sang us the song, “Save all your kisses for me” before she left us.-
and | were crying because we didn’t want her to leave us but that was obviously her

lifestyle. | don’t remember my dad at all as a child.

Our living conditions were dire. | was so young, it was all | knew. | didn'’t feel like |
wasn’t being loved. | first went into Clerwood Children’s Home when | was three, in
1974. | went to Clerwood for a second time when | was four, in 1975. | was moved to
South Gyle Children’s Home in 1977. | went into foster care in 1978.

Clerwood Children’s Home, Edinburgh

Secondary Institutions - to be published later




WIT.001.002.1052

Secondary Institutions - to be published later
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South Gyle Children’s Home, 2B South Gyle Gardens, Edinburgh

Secondary Institutions - to be published later
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Secondary Institutions - to be published later
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24 Secondary Institutions - to be published later
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Secondary Institutions - to be published later
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Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Leaving South Gyle Children’s Home

37. | wanted to stay at South Gyle because Auntie Wullie and Uncle Walter showed us
love. | wasn’t bothered about moving on. | knew, realistically, it wasn’t meant to be

long term. Auntie Wullie and Uncle Walter were friends with [N

That was why we ended up going into foster care with the [l in- 1978.
S =n¢ [l vanted to take two sisters from South Gyle. Auntie Wullie and

Uncle Walter persuaded il and [ to take the four of us.
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| think the thought of taking on four children was daunting for [fiSlIEa"d S They
weren’t sure their house would be big enough for all of us. Our family were probably
the best ones to be re-homed first because our mum had given up parental rights. We
were fostered by and [ with the potential of them adopting us.

To prepare us for leaving South Gyle,and would come to the Gyle for
visits. My brothers, sister and | spent time with them over a couple of months. We
would go to the park with them, Auntie Wullie and Uncle Walter. We had settling in
visits to their house in Penicuik. We went for visits for a half day, a day, weekend and
overnight. The summer came and went and we had to go back to school. By October

we moved to [ and [ so that we weren’t moving school too far into the
new school year. When we went to|faliil2nd i we did have things to take

with us, like clothes and bits and pieces.

They came to pick us up in their car. [igljand house was in a terrace. You
had to walk past all the other houses to get to theirs, it was second from the end. You
could almost see the neighbours twitching at their curtains. It felt like we were on show.

The house was nothing fancy. It was a council house. When you came in the front
door, the stairs were in front of you. On the ground floor there was a kitchen and a
living-room. The bathroom was at the top of the stairs. There were three bedrooms
upstairs. | shared a room with-We had two single beds. At some point, we

moved from _because it was a bigger house. There were still

three bedrooms but a bigger garden.

I don't think [Slanc Sl had fostered before they fostered us [f5SIllhad some
experience with children. She had helped a widower with his children, [l and

--and_came round to visit with their dad.was in
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her thirties. | found out later [f5Slffhad lost a baby in her twenties and couldn’t have
children.

Relationship with Foster Parents

| didn't like going to live atand | didn't like being taken away from
South Gyle where | was comfortable and happy. It felt quite strange because we were
being told that these people were going to be our mum and dad. | thought, no, that is
not happening. The connection wasn't there.

| was seven and -was eight. -and | were getting a bit more independent.
For us, it was just another change. [ and 1 could see, quite clearly, that the
situation was, take the four of them or take none of them. The focus was on-

and a1 the time. S anc Sl vere always saying that [Jlijand | should

set an example to the little ones and we should know better.-and | always got

the blame for things.

At first IS and il had a very gentle approach with us, getting to know us. The
routine wasn'’t strict. There was no shouting. Looking back, we were being lulled into
a false sense of security.

We were encouraged to call them ‘mum and dad’, more by |l than-
and [l were only littie so they did call and [RASEE‘mum and dad’. That was
the big thing because, as far as- | were concerned, that just wasn't happening.

Il 2 | didn't know how long we'd be with S - Sl 't was just another

move to us.

We had a new social worker. When the social worker came round,would say
that-and | were not calling them ‘mum and dad’. | would say that | didn’t want
to. The social worker encouraged us to call them ‘mum and dad’. The social worker

would say that we were going to be staying there, we were not going back to our mum
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and we should try to be like a real family.-and | were stubborn. It wasn't the life
we wanted to live. We wanted to be back with our mum.

Routine in Foster Care

Once we were in school and settled and [ffwas in nursery, things became more
of a routine. | went to Eastfield Primary School at first. In primary three or four a brand
new school was opened called Ladywood Primary and | went there. We came home
from school and we did our homework.

You helped with preparing the evening meal. If you didn’t help preparing the meal, you
would wash the dishes and tidy up. The tea was on the table forcoming home
from work. We'd all sit at the table and have our meal together. The food was home-
cooked stews, soups and mince and potatoes. At the weekends, we made biscuits
and cakes. You were encouraged to eat but there was no punishment for not eating.

After tea, you would polish your shoes and go for a bath.

There was one bath between the four of us. If you were last, the bath was cold and
filthy‘would get mad about stupid things. There was a mirror on the back of
the bathroom door. It got steamed up at bath-time. Someone wrote- in the
steam.-was only at nursery and couldn’t write his name.m.anted to know
who wrote it and we all denied it. | don’t know who wrote it, it wasn’t me. | wasn’t
allowed to go to Brownies. We were sent to bed until she found out who had done it.

At Christmas, [iSgl] would ask what we would like from Santa. | would never get
what | asked for, I'd get something else or something- had asked for. One year
-wanted a pram, so we both got prams. | didn’t want a pram. It was almost like
FH was taunting me, building up my hopes to bring them crashing down.

The first birthday | remember was when | was ten years old. It was the first time | was
allowed to have classmates round from school. | don’t remember any birthdays after
that. Presents would be things you needed, which | can understand. In the back of my
mind, | knew and had income coming from the social work department.
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| wondered if they spent that money on us or used it to pay for the rent. We never got
pocket money.

At the weekend you had to clean your bedroom and one other room in the house,
before anything else was done. -would do the hall because that was the easiest.
When | was eight | was taught to iron. I’'m not saying that was bad because later on in
life, | had these life skills.

and S sent us to Sunday School every week. There was no choice. None
of my friends went to Sunday School. My friends would get to go the cinema in
Penicuik. | didn’t get to go because | didn’'t have money. If | was allowed to go up the
street to meet my friend, it was a treat.

Clothes were a sore point with me. Our clothes came from jumble sales and charity
shops. | would sometimes get_clothes. It was very seldom | would get new
clothes. | was teased at primary and high school about the shoes and trousers | wore.
Going back to school,wouid tell you which shoes you were getting. The shoes
had to last the school year. You would get cheap trainers for the weekend or I'd be
given- old ones. | got a skirt and a top for a cousins wedding. | thought | was
the bees knees because it was the first new oulffit I'd had.

In primary seven, at school, | was really competitive, especially at sports day. | wasn’t
really into sports but | did the hurdles. | got the belt from the headmaster once for
being cheeky, after he called me the wrong name. | went to Penicuik High School for
first year. Another new high school, Beeslack High School, opened. | moved there for
second year to fourth year. | was easily distracted at school. Until | ran away from

foster care, | went to school, | behaved, | did what | was meant to do.
We were given information about starting your periods and having sex at school. When

| started my periods.made a big song and dance about it. The whole street
knew.

12
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Leisure time and holidays

had odd jobs but mainly worked_as a cleaner. One good

thing was that | got free [ lessons and learned || When that job stopped,
the [l stopped. | went to Brownies and later the Guides. -went to Cubs and

-went to gymnastics.

At high school, | played brass instruments. | played the trumpet, the coronet and the
tenor horn. Music was my one outlet.

RO and had a caravan. We would get away for weekends and holidays. It
was nice. Nothing bad happened at the caravan. You could run about in the caravan
park.-and I would go off fishing. We would play card and board games. We had
a wee dog called Tink.

Abuse in Foster Care

Living with and was like living behind closed doors. It was all a front for
people on the outside. To everyone else, we were an idyllic family. People thought
S -l [ESl e re a wonderful couple for taking on four children. When no-one
else was around, it became a whole different way of living. The abuse began within
six months of us moving there and continued until | ran away six and half years later.

With Sl it was physical abuse. Nobody had ever actually physically beat me like
that before. This was a new experience to me. | was about eight years old. N
would hit you with her hand, everywhere on your body. hit me right across
the ear, the face, the head, the arm and the legs. If you tried to duck away, you got it
worse. | had red marks and bruising.-and | were hit at least once a week, if not
more.

13



63.

64.

65.

66.

67.

WIT.001.002.1063

Il /25 sneaky. Something would happen between|Jjfand I | knew to keep
my voice quiet because | didn’'t want jiSaEEE shouting and asking what was going on.
rd say to [ auietly, “Gonna stop doing that” and | would shout, “Stop hitting
me!” | hadn’t done anything to her. would come rushing upstairs and whack
me, saying to leave my sister alone.

One particular time, [JJjwas out with his pals. ||| ) Il and | were kept up

out of bed until -came home. This was to show us what would happen if you
didn’t toe the Iine.-came in very late. He had wee speedo trunks on, he’'d been
swimming in a nearby pool of water, we called it the Elephant Hole, with his pals.

andjust went for him, and | mean, went for him.-was battered up

and down the living-room. This was the only time | saw [ it . N R
and | were sitting on the couch. | said to “You're no meant to hit us.”
said, “Who’s no meant to hit you?” Then, | just saw her coming for me across the room.

Bl oattered me too. |2 Sl said to |l an ol never to copy

their brother and sister because that's what they'd get.

There were times I'd be in my bedroom, I'd turn around and her hand was right there,
ready to hit me. It would be because I'd done something wrong, like not peeling the
potatoes right or not cleaning my shoes right. The beatings were for stupid things, not
things you should be hitting a child for. | never saw-and-getting hit.-

and | were the targets. We were used as an example. would find any reason
to beat us.

One day, | sneaked the shoes I'd got for the wedding out of the house and put them
ontogoto school.drove past me on the way to her work and saw me. When
K came back home that night, | got battered for that. took the shoes off
me. | never saw the shoes again.

Soon after we moved to [iaII2nd X when [l was going shopping or
taking i anc Il ovt somewhere, I'd be kept at home by ISl Sometimes
I vould be at home too. At first, | didn't think it was anything untoward. | thought,
great, he likes me. Again, it was being lulled into a false sense of security.-would
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be having a nap or be in his bedroom. and | would be alone in the living-room.

As time went on, the abuse started.

| thought, this is nice, | feel warm, someone’s giving me a hug. | was about seven and
half years old. used all the psychological tricks. He'd say it was between the
two us, that it was because | was special, he loved me so much, he knew S hit
me and this was to show they did love me.would say to me to not tell anyone
or that | would be taken away from | Sl knew it would break me to take |l
away from me. | couldn’t say anything to anyone.

The abuse happened at least every week. When | was younger, it wasn't full on sex.
would touch me and play with me. When | was twelve years old, it became
more sexual. By the time | was fourteen, the abuse was getting more intense. My
periods had started. I'd learned about body changes and that you could have babies.
| thought, I'm not wanting to do this anymore. | wanted out of there.

| had started smoking when | was twelve. One time when | went home, said |
was stinking of smoke. | said I'd been playing ‘Peanuts’ with my friend’s dad and the
dad had been smoking. got really angry at the thought | was interacting with

another male.

-ran away when he was fourteen because he had enough of the beatings.
would say, “Your brother's not here to protect you now, you're all mine.” | was really
struggling by that point. | realised-wasn’t coming back when | was fourteen. |
thought, | don’t need to stay here anymore. | ran away. It meant leaving -and
-behind but I never felt there was any threat to them. It was always-and |
who'd been abused.

- ran away when she was fourteen, just because -and | had. There was

nothing else going on. | spoke to [l at length when she left. I didn't tell her what
happened to me but | poked and prodded for a reason why she left. | asked-
social worker to check that there was nothing going on that shouldn’'t have gone on.
As far as | know, RS did not abuse-
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Visits/ Supervision/Oversight/Inspection by fostering authority

After the first time thathit me, my social worker came out to the house. | asked
to be on my own with the social worker but it was not allowed. Every time | asked to
see the social worker on my own | was told that and [BASE had to be there to

know what was going on.

No matter how many times | asked, my brothers, sister and | were never allowed to be
on our own with the social worker. The social worker was the one person who | thought
could get me out of the situation. | was never given the opportunity to speak to a social
worker on my own, until | ran away when | was fourteen years old.

My social worker changed two or three times. | never knew who | could trust. You
always knew when the social worker was coming. It was like military precision. We
were told to get changed and told how to behave. It was like the Queen was coming.
We would lay on a show. It was all fake.

We had no contact with our mum in foster care. My mum had given up her parental
rights. She didn’t care. | would ask my social worker if they'd seen my mum or if she’d
been in touch. It was very difficult because wanted us to call her ‘'mum’.
would ask why we would ask that as she was our mum. It felt like you were
betraying by asking and that you had to forget about your life before foster
care.

In foster care, we still had an annual medical. The doctor would ask if you were happy,
if there was anything you wanted to discuss or tell him. You were never allowed to
speak to the doctor on your own, was always there. You couldn't tell the doctor
anything about the abuse.

When-ran away, no-one spoke to us to try to find out why he had run away.
FKQ

and were seen as angels by the social work department because they'd
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taken four children. We were allowed to see - The social worker told us where
Il /25 and encouraged contact with him.

Running away from Foster Care

| ran away from [ d B when | was fourteen. The day | ran away | had
music practise. | packed my tenor horn case with some clothes. | had to walk from
Penicuik to where-was, at the Adolescent Unit in Mayfield, Dalkeith. | had to
figure out how to get there by staying off the main roads, so nobody would see me and

question me. If | saw a car coming, I'd hide in a bush.

I got to where|Jjwas staying. JJlwas annoyed at me at first. 1 told [

couldn’t take it anymore. | told him whathad been doing to me.-was the
first person | told. He told me he wasn’t going back and neither was |.

A member of staff asked me what was going on. | said | didn’t want to stay with
and S anymore. | didn’t tell them about the abuse, | couldn't. | told the social
workers | hated staying at [l 2nc ik and it wasn't nice. The Adolescent Unit
phoned my social worker. My social worker was female, | can’t remember her name. |
was taken to a place at Mortonhall in Edinburgh, | think it's now called Howdenhall
Secure Unit, to stay overnight. The social workers didn’t try to find out why I'd run

away. | just kept saying, if they sent me back, I'd run away again. | found out later that
didn't want me back.

S - Sl 2de a point of expelling [l and | from the family because we'd

run away.and did everything in their power to stop us seeing-
and || S orought I 2ol to Edinburgh twice after I'd left. Those

were the only times | saw them for a proper visit. | thinkwas concerned that

- | would entice il anc It leave too.
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Reporting of Abuse in Foster Care

My social worker at Southhouse asked me why | was doing the things | was doing. |
said to her nobody cares, | was just going to do what | wanted. My social worker asked
what did | mean, nobody cares. That was when | first opened up and told her about
the abuse in foster care. | can’t remember the social worker's name. She ended up
working at the children’s unit in Craigmillar. The social worker was quite young and
pretty. She had blond hair. This was the first time I'd been on my own with a social

worker, without someone else there.

| told the social worker about [Jand I told her about the physical and the
sexual abuse. JJJlihad left by then but|Jlffwas still there. The social worker said

Il /ould automatically get pulled away from [SlIand [l Again, | felt like |
was being brainwashed into saying nothing because it was going to affect my wee

brother.

| was made to feel guilty because I'd be ruining- life. The social worker said
-was happy and settled.-was having holidays abroad, money was not an
issue. [l was having everything we'd never had. Nothing happened about my

report of abuse.

Life in Care, after Foster Care

| went to stay for a few weeks with l was fourteen years old. They
were a lovely old couple living across the road from the Howdenhall unit. They did
short term, emergency, foster care. Social work tried to get me to go back to

and [l ! carried on going to school at Beeslack High School. | saw [Jijand

-at school.

-told me that our wee dog Tink was going to be put down. | asked my guidance
teacher at school if | could go and see Tink. | turned up at [l anc door.
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Nobody knew | was coming. | held the dog and cried. Then | left. That was the last
time | saw | was almost sixteen.

Things started to go badly for me. | had lunch money, pocket money and bus fares.
That was a whole new experience for me. | was smoking, | was drinking. | would go
up town on a Saturday. | went to ‘Coasters’, a roller disco in Edinburgh, on a Saturday
night. | would get the last bus home. | would be paralytic with drink. | stole alcohol from
the various foster parents that | stayed with.

When | was fifteen years old, 1 went to stay with -and_ at-
- in West Linton. They were a lovely couple. The ||l had an daughter,
she was much older than me. The ||l 2'so fostered a badly disabled girl. The

house was in the countryside. | had my own bedroom. There was an open fire. They
had horses, dogs and goats. | helped see to the horses and muck them out. | went
out horse riding. Disabled children came to ride the horses and | helped out. It was a
pleasant experience. They were kind. It was what family life is all about.

| stayed with the-for a few months. | went off the rails. | wasn’t doing what
| was meant to do. | wasn’t getting the last bus home. | went downhill at school. The
_got fed up of my shenanigans. | understood why they got fed up. They had
a disabled child to look after too and | was being rebellious and a brat.

| was sent to stay with a minister, his wife and their family at ||| ||| | ' tv to
block that time out. | was always saying, “For God’s sake” and getting into trouble for
using God’s name in vain. | didn’t want to go to church on a Sunday. | rebelled about
that but the minister and his family would drag me to church. | think the social work
thought this family would make me toe the line. | felt | was going backwards. | went to

my good friend,_who stayed in Bilston. | refused to go back to the
minister's house.

The social workers were telling me what | needed to do but no-one was listening to
me. That's when | went to Southhouse Adolescent Unit, short term. | was still fifteen.

At Southhouse, a video recorder went missing. | knew it was given to some guys to
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buy drugs. | was taken to the police station. The social work were showing me, this is
what can happen to you. | didn’t care. There were two girls at Southhouse who were

having a bad influence on me, so | was moved again.

| went to stay with a woman, |l in Drylaw. It was temporary foster care.
Il had two daughters. | shared a room with the oldest daughter. | hated staying
there. The only good thing about that house was that one night | went out and walked
the streets and a dog followed me all the way home. The dog had been ill-treated so

B et it

| left school when | was sixteen. | passed maths, secretarial studies and arithmetic. |
had started applying for jobs when | was in foster care with the_ | knew my
time in care was coming to an end. | got a job but only lasted a few weeks. Then |
went to college. The Youth Training Scheme came into place. | got a job at John

Menzies on ||l which | loved.

had died. | didn’t
know if | was crying because | was happy or because | was sad. [JJjjjwas living in
Livingston. He was really into drugs. | went to Livingston to tell ||l that S had
died.

When | was seventeen, | got a phone call at work to say that {id

| went to funeral at Mortonhall Crematorium. | wasn'’t part of the family group

at the funeral. | was made to sit up at the back.-and B cre down

at the front with jiig sisters and [ESII family, even though [ had left too.
-turned up late. Ifhad hurt anyone else, he couldn’t hurt anyone any
more. His life was cut short. | had no sympathy for him.

| got involved with a guy called - | thought I'd be happy for the rest of my life.

| left | home and went to live in a wee place called [l near Faikirk.
- 1 ived with Il orother, [ and his girtfriend, Il They had one

child and [ was due a second | lfwas in his mid-twenties.
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Leaving Care

| pretty much snubbed the social work department after | told my social worker at
Southhouse what had happened to me in foster care. | really wasn't interested. | didn’t
get any help from them when | left care.

Life After Care

In -I lived with-,- -pregnant wife and their child.-and | were

there for a few weeks then one day,-went out and he never came back. | was left
in this house, on my own il started abusing me. He raped me. | only managed
to get away because- had had the baby, they were all focusing on her and |
quietly sneaked out of the house. | don’t know how | had managed to get in touch with
FKQ FKQ ; ;

-but | had. -sent me £18 for my eighteenth birthday. | packed a few
things in my bag and walked to Polmont Young Offenders Institution. From there | got
a bus to Edinburgh.

| had just turned eighteen. | got back to Edinburgh. | went to the social work department
in Leith for help. The social work department told me that, because | was eighteen, the
department had dismissed all parental rights over me. They said there was nothing
they could do for me. That was it, | was on my own.

| was walking about Edinburgh. | happened to bump into_ | knew

his brother [ from the roller discos in Edinburgh. |l family were in and out
of Saughton Prison. [JJffwas staying at his mother’s house because he had split

up from his wife. His mother was called ||| |} QNN she didn't stay at the
house. |JJllsaid 1 could stay with him JJlfwas twice my age. | was 18 years
old. He was 36 years old. We got closer.- hit me once and | was out of there,

right away.

| found -again.-was sharing a house in Pilton with a guy called - I

went to stay with --was a grass for the police. One night a brick came
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through the window because-had been found out. It was a warning. | found out
| was pregnant. [ Jjoum I and his sister, I came to I door-
They threatened to kick the baby out of rne.- wanted me to get rid of the baby
but | didn’t want to. | climbed over a six foot fence to get away. | thought, I'm not having
any more people battering me.

| went to an adolescent unit in Pilton. | stayed there for one night in one of the staff
bedrooms. The next day, they got me into a homeless place on Minto Street. Later, |
was put into another homeless unit in Niddrie. It had a section for pregnant women. |
saw my pregnancy out there. It was nice. | had a bedroom and a bathroom. | shared

the kitchen with one other lassie.

| gave birth to my son, ] on the | 1990. | was eighteen. | started my

life as a mother. JJand | moved into our first wee house in ||| | NI L<it.
six weeks after [Jjwas born. [ was back in my life. [jig was actually there
when | had [l Our relationship wasn't great but [l couldn’t control what | did

anymore, | was an adult now. Later, | had my daughter, |}

| tracked down my mum and dad when | was pregnant with- My dad was in
Newcastle. My mum was in Edinburgh. I'd been living parallel to her. | could have
walked past her in the street and not known who she was. | got a letter from my mum
saying she was really sorry for what she did. | read it and threw it in the bin. The one
question | asked social work was whether my mum and dad had wanted to see us or
if they had sent us letters. They'd never made the effort to look for us. There was

nothing whatsoever from mum and dad in the file.

1086. --and | met my dad at the adolescent unit-was staying in. My dad

denied -was his son. | was nervous as hell. In walks this guy. He was a male
version of me. My dad brought his wife and her two children with him. All my dad was
interested in was his grandson,- not us. | didn’t let him see- | walked out.
My dad turned up at my flat, asking to see- | never let him in. I've never seen him
again.
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112. [l was born in Germany, that's where my dad was posted at the time. Even the

113.

114,

115.

116.

Army weren't doing anything about our well-being. | can understand why that was in
Edinburgh because we weren't on an Army base. In England and Germany we lived
on an Army base. It's clear from my social work records that we were seen by doctors
on the base. An indication of a child’s well-being is how tidy and clean they are. The
doctors noted we were underweight, had nits, the list goes on and on. People were
seeing and writing about the neglect but no-one was doing anything about it.

We were on the at risk register but nobody took ownership of our problems in the UK.
The resources were there in terms of social work, general practitioners and police. The

attitude was, we've written it down, move onto the next child.

At the time | was put into care, the social work department very much tried to keep
families together before taking children away. It was bad enough for-and I, why
was my mother allowed to have two more children? It wasn't just two people’s lives
that were ruined, it was four, as well as the other people surrounding them.

When social work were trying to find a family for us at South Gyle, there was never
anyone willing to take four children. People would want- because he was the
youngest or- and one other. There was always that feeling of not being wanted.
Now, if | get connected to someone in life, | don’t want the connection to stop. | kept
in contact with Auntie Wullie and Uncle Walter for years after | left the Gyle and | kept
in touch with the_after | left their care.

What always sticks in my mind is the nighi-came back from the pool and
watching and beat the living daylights out of him. | think about me
saying, “You can’t do that" and [} fiying across the living room towards me. |
think, | could have stopped that but | didn’t, | should have done something but | didn't.
| wish I'd known what | know now, back then. | wish | could have acted the way | would
act now. | was letting adults treat us in a way you shouldn’t treat children. | knew that
R and weren't allowed to hit us. | remember hearing at a social work
meeting thatandwere not allowed to have physical contact with us. As
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| got older, | despised SN Ml 2nc Rl vere being paid to care for children
who they then abused.

When | was teenager, | was the brat from hell. | was a mess. | went out drinking and
sleeping with guys. Anything | wasn’t meant to do, | did it, from the age of fourteen to
sixteen. If people tried to put boundaries in place, | would fight against them. | fought
against the social work department, foster carers and society. There was no advice
from anyone about contraception and keeping yourself safe. | didn't care about
anything. | was going to live my life the way | wanted to. Nobody was going to dictate
to me. | gave up on social workers.

| wish a social worker had sat me down and taken a hold of me. | wish someone had
taken the time to speak me properly and said let’s talk and that | couldn’t behave like
that. Instead, the social workers just put me down as another stroppy teenager who

was in care. | wish | hadn't been a brat. | wish | hadn’t rebelled against everyone.

When | was seventeen and died, part of it died for me then. | didn’t think about
the bigger picture, whether there were other people to blame and whether the social
work department could have done more to prevent the abuse.

When | got away from [JJJJJjjin IEEEE | (ost all of my possessions. All of my
photographs, all of my belongings, everything to do with my childhood. | had pictures

from Clerwood and the Gyle. | think there was one picture of my mum.and
had stuff too but they wouldn’t give me any of it. They told me that | came with
nothing and | was leaving with nothing.

The social work department abandoned me when | was eighteen and | came back to
Edinburgh from- The social work department didn’t take any interest in me.
They didn’t ask where I'd been or if | was alright. They should have had a duty of care
to me beyond the age of eighteen.

Alcohol is my demon. | was fourteen when | started drinking. There is a family history
of alcoholism, as well as my drinking being related to being in care. You can block
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| hate Christmas because ofand I'd rather treat it as a normal day.

Relationship with siblings

The ten years | lost with [JJlijis 2 big thing for me. | lost those years because of my
ex. It was right in a way. | wasn't taking enough care of-and- | wish | could
have found a happy medium where | could have had both. | see -daughter,

-I keep in touch with- ex-wife, [ fjand his daughter|jjjjijthrough

Facebook and text messages.

I s 2 alcoholic. She had five children. | only knew about two of the children.
The children were taken into care because [JJJffwas always drunk. | saw | at
-funeral. The alcohol is killing her.-is in Newcastle. He has a wee girl
who's about ten years old. I've never spoken to- | know he’s very much in touch
with Being in care has affected my relationship with my brothers and sister.

Counselling

I've gone to Crossreach counselling. That was more to do with my drinking and my
relationship with | if Crossreach knew I'd been in care but not about the abuse. |
just couldn’t go back that far.was dead. I'd moved on. | just had to deal with
the underlying issue, the drinking.

Reporting of Abuse

[ was living in Dunbar when two plain clothes police officers turned up at my door. The

. . S dary Institut -tob blished lat . . .
police were asking SR ' oid think, never mind

RSSiaatl should | be saying to them about Penicuik? | put it to the back of my mind
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and said no, | couldn’t remember anything. | just let it go. The police were only

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

interested in

Records

When | was pregnant with-l decided to look for my mum and dad. | wish | had
never started the ball rolling. | got a new social worker who helped me go through the
old archives, to find as much paperwork about my past as she could. The social worker

was lovely. It took months. | was allowed to go into a place and look at the files but not
to take anything away. Anything related to- orJffwas blanked out.

| have some paper files in my possession now. | know it's just a fraction of what's
stored by the social work department. When | got my records, what struck me was the

severity of our neglect as small children.

Lessons to be Learned

As a parent, your responsibilities to your children never stop. There should be support
for children, for whom the social work depariment have assumed parental
responsibility, after the age of eighteen. I'm not saying it should go on indefinitely but
certainly beyond eighteen. Even if it's just an ear to listen, the way you would go to
your mother or an email to ask how you are doing. A child in care shouldn’t be cut off
dead at eighteen, as | was.

There should be someone in the social work department who knows you through the
years and knows where you're coming from. Children are human beings. They have
feelings. Children might be angry and abusive. There’s a reason why children act like
that. Social workers, teachers and police should to find out why. It's all about spending
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time with the children. Care should be all about the children. The children should feel
like they’re important. That way, you'll get more out of them.

There has to be some system out there to make sure that abusive people do not get
through the net. People are still abusing children now, whether it's in care or in their

own homes. Children are still neglected and living in squalor.

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence

to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

FDH
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