WIT.001.002.3404

Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

CDA

Support person present: No

My full name is GG v date of birth is [ 1945. 1 am 73

years old. My contact details are known to the Inquiry.

Life before going into care

| was born in the West Riding of Yorkshire, near Leeds. My mum’s name was |||}l
and my dad’s was [JJJlj | was the first child. My dad was in the army and working in
the Far East when | was born. We were living with my mother’s parents.

My brother, [l was bom two years after me. We were still living with my mother's
parents at the time. My dad came back in 1946 and when he did, he went back to
university. His education had been disrupted by the outbreak of world war two.

My father wanted to be an architect, but my grandparents were very high up in the
I incustry in Yorkshire. My father was told that if he went into the
I industry, with a degree in [l then he would be assured a good job on

completion of his degree.

When my dad completed his degree, no job was given to him in the family business.
My grandparents reneged on their promise, which really annoyed my dad. My
grandfather bought my dad a directorship in a small [l company in [l just
outside of Stirling. We moved up to Kinross-shire in Scotland at the end of 1949.
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Loretto School, Musselburgh

The main grounds were on the old A1, opposite the race course in Musselburgh. The
main grounds consisted of School House, which was the main school building and
also where the dining room for the whole school was. School House also had
accommodation in it and was used as a boarding house. It had the dining facilities,
library, gymnasium and the armoury for the Combined Cadet Force. There were
various classrooms dotted around the place, as well as the chapel. They were quite
extensive grounds.

There were another four houses that were used for boarding. Across the road from the
main house, was Pinkie House. There was a house next to Pinkie House, where |
stayed for a while later on, which was Linkfield House. There was another boarding
house called Newfield House, which was much further away, across the River Esk and
it had large sports grounds. Then there was also Holm House, where | stayed when |
first arrived.

It was an all-boys school for thirteen to eighteen year old boys. | think there were about
120 boys in Loretto in total. There were probably up to 25 boys in each house, and
they would be a mix of ages from thirteen to eighteen year olds.

| was allocated to Holm House, which was around the back of the school, just outside
the main school grounds. You would normally stay in your house for the first two years
there.

Holm House was two stories and had about six dormitories. The size of the rooms
varied from four occupants to about eight. The housemaster, Mr GEal lived there
with his family.
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We were all invited to tea with Mr[gjallland his wife the first weekend we started. We
were also invited to tea at the headmaster’s house during our first term. His name was
Forbes-Macintosh. It was a very stilted affair.

Routine at Loretto

| don’t remember going to Loretto on my first day. There were two ways | would usually
get to Loretto. Either my mum would drop me off and pick me up at the beginning and
end of term, or | would go by train, directly into Musselburgh.

You were told what to do and where to go when you first got there, but really you just
followed the crowd and soon got into the routine.

There were six dormitories in my house, and each dormitory had between four to eight
boys in it. The only personal, living space you had was your bed and your bed side
locker. Everything else was communal space.

There was a mix of ages between thirteen and eighteen year olds in my dormitory. |
think that was the same for every dormitory. There would be a boy who would be the
head of the room, and he would usually be a sixth former.

There were two different types of prefects. There was a house prefect and a school
prefect. The school prefect was the highest, and was chosen by the headmaster and
based on academic rigour and sporting achievement.

There would normally be a school prefect as well as a house prefect in each house.
The two prefects in the house would usually share a room or have a room each. It
would be rare for them to share a dormitory with a few other boys.

| had more contact with Mr[SEall in the first term. | think he wanted to make sure we
were settling in and we were to see him or his wife if we had any problems. His wife
was I - &l v2s also a teacher at the school, but he never taught
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| assume that it was only senior boys, and dare | say staff, who initiated the abuse.
The younger you were, the more vulnerable you were. It came out much later, years
after | left Loretto, that my housemaster, Mr gl had been involved in the abuse of
young pupils. | don’t know if he was doing it whilst | was at the school. | know that |
certainly didn't hear it, see it or feel it.

When | found about Mr GESlll years later, | thought it was interesting because my
abuse took place while he was my housemaster.

The first time it happened to me, | was in Holm House. For some unknown reason |
was in my dormitory alone in Holm House. This guy, who was a house prefect, came
in. This was some time in the afternoon. | didn’'t know what he was doing in the house
or in my dormitory. | immediately felt threatened because | didn'’t like him at all. He
approached me and started to try and climb on my back. | don’t remember if he said
anything.

| managed to escape and ran out of the room. | didn’t tell anybody because | thought,

who could | tell? | also thought | would get into trouble because he would deny it.

| tried to avoid the boy like the plague after that. He didn’t say anything to me again
after that. | didn’t have anything to do with him again until about four months later,

when | was in a different dormitory in Holm House.

Later on, while | was still in Holm House, | was in a different dormitory. | was at the
end of my second year, and was fifteen years old. It was the last day of the summer
term before we went on holiday, and was my last term in that house. | remember that
boy was still there, and | believe he was about to leave school after that term. That
last night, after lights out, which was well after 10 pm, he climbed into my bed,
unbidden. He abused me by encouraging me to masturbate him, and he was touching
me inappropriately. Then he left after leaving a mess on my sheets.

It left me feeling disgusted and shocked. | felt ridiculous at the same time.
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system. You had enough intelligence to understand what was happening, and that it
was character building.

| was born into a privileged world. | was very proud of being a Lorettorian, and still am,
despite what went on. | was surprised by how Spartan it was but there was a real
sense of community. The system let me down at the time but it didn’t stop me being

proud and part of the Lorettorian community.

The problem that everyone seems to be having with this business of abuse is that it
was an accepted part of life, which it shouldn’t have been. Loretto is a different and
wonderful place now.

When somebody reports any form of abuse, | don't think the students should
automatically be believed. Teachers need to be listened to as well. | have seen many
teachers being drummed out of jobs because a student has had a grudge against
them.

People who work with children need to have an open and honest system. The people
who deal with any complaints of abuse should be the right sort of people who have no

axe to grind.

| have no objection to my withess statement being published as part of the evidence

to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this withess statement are true.

Datedb‘?///"rz/j@/&
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