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sports man himself so he appreciated the work | was doing with the rugby teams and
the cricket teams.

By the time boys reached Rogerson East, they had been out of Pringle House for three
years. They would say things like, “At least we're not in Pringle anymore. We get
treated like adults.” | never went into that sort of stuff with them, but they clearly felt
like they were treated like little kids in Pringle. The boys called him, “JRB,” like it was
a little clique and they were part of his clique. They seemed to resent that a bit as they
got older.

| did see James Rainy Brown with the children around the school. | would describe
him as being avuncular. He wasn't like the rest of the staff there, who were much more
black and white, “I'm the teacher, you're the pupil.” He was like an overgrown school
kid at times. If the boys were climbing trees, he’'d be climbing trees with them and that
kind of thing. | never saw him disciplining the boys.

| never saw James Rainy Brown abusing children. | would say that | never heard about
him abusing children, but there were innuendos. They would say things like, “Mr Rainy
Brown follows us up trees, he follows us here and there.” At the time, | never took any
interest in those kind of comments at all. It's only looking back that | remember these
kind of things being said. | certainly never witnessed anything.

QZA

| think jas arrived at the same time as me. | seem to recall going to a social
event with some other teachers. They were explaining things to him, as if he was new
to the school. | think he was there for the whole time that | was there. He wasn’t much
older than me, in his mid-twenties. He taught - and later became the
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was Doug Brook, who was also the head of the French department. | think Doug Brook

stood down from_and QZA

| found Nl to be a very agreeable man. I got along with him, aithough never
particularly in a personal sense. | would say that | didn’t really know him, but | found

15




58.

59.

60.

61.

him to be pleasant enough. | didn’t really see him with the boys. | don't think | saw him
disciplining the children, but | got the impression that he was one of a number of
masters who did it strictly by the book. | do recall that he was a disciplinarian. | didn't

see or hear of [N 2busing children.

CDR

was_of the school. He also taught- He was in his

mid-thirties. [Nl =5 2t the school when | arrived. I think he was there until
about 1980, 1981. As | recall, he left fairly suddenly and people weren't talking about
him leaving next term or whatever. | think he left hastily, but | have no idea what the
reason for that was. Our roles didn'’t cross, but | did see a lot of him. I lived on the top
floor of the boarding house. On floor below, the |Jjjj\vxurious apartment
separated the dorms for East and West. Because he was in the same building as me,
| was bound to bump into him so | came into contact with him quite a bit.

| felt very uncomfortable in his presence, although he was one of the staff who made
me feel quite welcome at the start. It was a bit odd because on the face of it he was
charming, but there was something that made me feel uneasy. Within a fairly short
space of time, | felt that he wasn’t someone I'd want to socialise with. | thought he was
two-faced. It dawned on me that the charm wasn’t what it seemed. He never crossed
my path or did or said anything to me that | could take personally, he just wasn't an
individual that | took to.

Lo did a lot of beating, or so it seemed to me. | think he was renowned for
it. On one occasion, it was a really bad night and there was almost a riot in the senior
boarding house, Rogerson West. | remember being in discussion with him about
punishing boys and he made an extraordinary statement. It's forever implanted in my
mind, crystal clear. He said that it was his duty as |Jjffftc et boys see the crueller
side of life which they would experience after leaving school. | didn't know what to say.
I've never forgotten it.

When he made that comment, I'd been at the school for about two years. Initially, |
had found him to be quite supportive. He had been happy to help me out and give me
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advice. | got on with him well in a kind of superficial way in the early stages. After he
said that, | looked at him in a different way. In a way, | think | knew
better than James Rainy Brown or When you take exception to
something someone has said or done, you look more closely at the person you're
dealing with.

| did see SuMII vith the boys. | would say that he was patronising. He would
use his charm to try and get them round to his way of thinking. There may have been
boys that he got on with very well. I'm not suggesting that any time he was getting on
with a boy he was been patronising, but | did feel that was part of his style. | didn’t see
COR disciplining the boys. | never actually witnessed what happened when
he did, but | would assume that he used the cane. | never saw or heard of him abusing

any boys.

BRW

i was at Merchiston when | arrived. He was probably about fifty, maybe not

quite as old as that. | think he taught -but | can’t remember what other
responsibilities he might have had. | had no personal links to at all. All'l
can do is describe, as a newcomer, how he came over to me. By the time | arrived at
Merchiston,was already losing his voice. | don’t know what iliness it was
that he had.

Because he couldn’t talk to a class. held his classes in his private rooms.
That seemed a bit odd to me. My point of view was that | wouldn’t have had my class
in my private rooms, but he did so on a regular basis. Because he was clearly ill, |
didn’t want to pass judgment on him. | never knew him at all as a person. | don’t think
we ever even exchanged any words. | don’t remember anything else about him. | didn't
see or hear of him abusing any boys. He left about four years into my time at
Merchiston, | think due to the iliness.
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OZK

OzK was at Merchiston when | arrived and left a couple of years into my time

there. He was quite young, maybe in his early thirties. He was an-teacher and
the assistant housemaster of Chalmers West. Our roles didn’t cross. Merchiston was
a bit of culture shock for me. | couldn't believe the sight of [EaSIIij as he would
walk up and down the main drive. He would wear a frock coat and a big black-rimmed
hat and looked like something from bygone ages.

In my first term,invited me to an uncomfortable one-to-one social in his
flat. It was odd because he wasn’t involved in sport and we weren’t involved in teaching
— In a sense, we didn’t have anything in common. There were a few
occasions that stuck in my mind when | moved on from Merchiston and my experience
with was one of them. | remember thinking that | never wanted to be in a
situation where I'm with people like that again.

| think his flat was on the top floor of the Chalmers building. When | went to his flat, he
plied me with alcohol. He started talking about things to do with the boys in the school
that were not my idea of a social at all. | can’t remember everything that he said, but
one comment always stuck in my head. He said, “Do you see enough of the boys?” |
recall looking at him and asking him what he meant. | can’t remember what he said in
response, but | thought it was a very strange question. | can’t really say anything more
than that, other than that | was very uncomfortable in his presence.

After that evening, | made a conscious effort to avoid | never really
examined it at the time. Perhaps it wasn'’t a conscious effort and it was just my reaction,
but | never really came into contact with him again. | don’t think | ever saw him with
the boys. | didn’t hear of him abusing boys, but there were rumours from time to time.
One would hear something or become conscious that there was talk. | think the talk
might have been in the pub down the back drive out of the school. | would go there
with Doug Brook and one or two others after a match. We tended to let off steam and
talk over a pint of two.
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Merchiston Castle. From my personal point of view, | did feel that | paid the price for
not getting along with the head. Even if there hadn’t been a repeat of the hole in the
crotch incident, | feel my days would have been numbered anyway.

The second complaint emerged within a year of my argument with Mr Spawforth. |
knew that was it. On the second occasion, the boy concerned accused me at the time.
His surname was [gEdilfand | think his first name was [l or Sl The boy was one
of two or three boys that | had a lot of difficulty with. | had difficulty with very few and
got on with the vast majority of boys. He was what | would call a bit of an upstart. He
was very good at sport, but he wouldn't listen and always knew better than the coach.
In the classroom, he was the sort of boy who liked a bit of banter as long as it wasn't
at his expense.

| think it happened the day after the end of term or at half term. The boy came up to
hand me some late work or a blue paper. | was just sitting there. He handed me the
work. Within a few seconds, he was accusing me. | looked down at my trousers and
thought, “Oh, Christ. Not again.” The boy left my study in a shot. | couldn’t call him
back or anything. | suspect he went straight to the headmaster and banged on his
door. | thought | should go and see the headmaster without waiting to be summoned.
| crossed the quad to his study and when | got there, he was just getting off the phone.
Mr Spawforth put the phone down and said that he thought | might be over. He had
already phoned the boy’s father. | got to the head in a couple of minutes but he already

knew about it.

| told him that lightening doesn’t strike twice but that it just had and that | couldn’t
believe it. | said | could see that | had no option other than to voluntarily resign. It was
at that point that he said he’d make sure that I'd get good references because I'd been
a stalwart at the school for so many years. He told me to keep quiet about what had
happened. He didn't want me to disclose the reason for my departure with future
employers because it might raise questions about what was happening at Merchiston
Castle. He said that it was in my interests that he didn't tell them my partin it. | was a
bit surprised, but in a sense | was glad that he was taking that point of view.
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Criminal proceedings at Edinburgh Sheriff Court

| was at Bloxham School when things started to resurface. It was May 2015 when |
became aware the police were investigating Merchiston Castle. | was working as the
exams officer at Bloxham, which | really enjoyed. I'd just started off a GCSE exam in
the sports hall. | was making my way back to my classroom when a colleague informed
me that the headmaster wanted to see me. | went to the headmaster’s study and there
were two gentlemen there from Police Scotland. They asked me whether | was aware
that James Rainy Brown had committed suicide. | told them that | was aware of that
through the grape vine. They said they wanted to speak to me about certain things
that happened whilst | was at Merchiston Castle.

Within a short space of time, my head was spinning. | realised that they were talking
about me, they weren’t talking about James Rainy Brown. | was arrested and taken to
Banbury Police Station. They provided me with a solicitor. | told the solicitor what had
happened at Merchiston, but it was the first time I'd had to recall it after thirty years.
The solicitor advised me to make no comment to every single question that | was
asked. The police asked me all sorts of questions and | responded by making no
comment throughout.

There was enough evidence for a prosecution so the case went to court, but it wasn’t
the boys who hadn’t raised the complaint. As far as | understand it, the matter was
driven by Police Scotland. Upon investigating James Rainy Brown'’s suicide, they had
looked through the school’'s files. They came across historic complaints and then
obtained statements from the former pupils. My lawyer said the police wanted brownie
points for as many prosecutions as they could get. That's my understanding of how it
all came back out into the open again.

| remember four former pupils giving evidence in my trial at Edinburgh Sheriff Court.
Two of them had it in for me and, to be frank, | didn't like them as kids. Their names
were R and Sl and they really dug the knife in. When they gave their
evidence in the court, my mind just went back 35 years. They seemed to be exactly
the same as they had been back in the classroom. They had exactly the same tone
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