Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

MJV

Support person present: Yes

My name is My date of birth is 1938. My contact details
are known to the Inquiry.

Life before going into care

| was born in the Springburn area of Glasgow. | lived with my mother-, father
-and older sister [l who was four years older than me. | know from my
sister that | also had a younger brother-He was about four years younger than me
but | don’t remember him at that time. | wouldn’t meet-until after | had been in care

in Australia.

My mother was very sick after my brother was born. She was on her own and my
father was away to the war. | think that may have been a reason why my sister and

me were taken away and eventually put into care in Edinburgh.

I remember going to a lot of different places for evacuees during the war. | was always

with my sister at all of these places.

My sister went into care before me. She went to the Good Shepherd Orphanage at
Colinton in Edinburgh. After this | fretted and cried until eventually | was allowed to go

there as well.

| was taken in a double decker to the home at Colinton. | hadn’t had any contact with
my mum and dad when it was decided | would join-
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Dormitories

The dormitories were upstairs. | was in a huge dormitory with a whole lot of other girls.
There was a nun in charge of each dormitory. The younger girls were on one side and

the older ones on the other side.
Clothing

You had to queue up for your clothing at the laundry. There was an older English girl
there who worked in the laundry. She would dish out the clothing to you. For some
reason this girl didn’t like me. She tried to give me clothes which didn’t fit. When one

of the nuns heard the commotion she told the girl not to treat me in that way.

Mornings

You got up every morning before 07:00 am. Sisterwould come in
reciting the bible to wake us up. The first thing was to kneel at the side of the bed and

do your prayers. After this you got washed and dressed. When you made your bed it

had to be done a certain way.

My sister used to wet my hair and try put a curl in it with the brush. One morning Sister

came in when she was doing this. She grabbed the brush from-

and went to hit me and--grabbed the brush from her and said, “Don’t you
dare hit my sister”. Sisterbacked off and didn’t try this again.

Mealtimes
You lined up at the dining room and walked in together for your meals. It wasn’t nice.
Before you went into the dining room you were given Epsom salts. | think this was for

your bowel movements.

It was porridge for breakfast every morning. | didn't like it.
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Sister Clare came to the orphanage after we arrived. She was actually very good with
the girls. She would try and get us toothbrushes and places for our personal

possessions. | think that she got a lot of flak from the other nuns for trying to help us.

The orphanage was very different to Scotland where we could go out and socialise
with our friends. There was no brownies or getting the bus to school. It was a total

institution.
Schooling

The school was within the orphanage. The nuns would teach you even though they
weren’t qualified. | used to help some of the younger girls who had problems with their

reading.
| regret that the education | had in Scotland didn’t continue at Goodwood.

My sister was taken out of school even though she was only fourteen. She was made
to work in the front parlour so that it was nice for visitors. She also had to do some

cleaning. This meant that she had to miss out on her schooling.

The Mother Superior would visit the school. She would ask who wanted to be a nun.
The nuns tried to groom - into becoming a nun. They said she would get an

education if she became a nun.

Sister Clare, taught me short hand, bookkeeping and typing skills. This would help me

when | left the convent.

. MJW S . : MJIwW
Slster_taught drama, art and singing. Despite how Slster_

was with us in the dormitory | enjoyed these classes. It gave me a love of music in

later life.






69.

70.

71.

F2;

73.

74.

75.

I 25 ucky that she had the [Jlf iooking out for her. 1 was glad that she was

able to get way from the convent when she did.

After- left she went and stayed with the- She started to work with the

Water Board.-stayed with the-until she was married.

Visitors

Il sti! came and visited me regularly. She was working locally so it wasn't too

difficult to visit.

Review of care/detention

At some point there were visitors at the convent from either England or Scotland. They
were there to check how the kids were getting on. We never got the opportunity to

speak to them.

The nuns would have knew in advance they were coming. This meant that everything

would be fine for the visit.

Family

At some point | was told by one of the nuns that my mum and dad were dead. [ just
believed this. | thought it must be right as that's why we would be in an orphanage. |
just felt that everyone had deserted us.

Discipline

The head nun, was pretty brutal. If you did something wrong you
would be sent to her. She would give you the strap.

| saw some of the older migrant girls being punished. They had run away. When they

were brought back to the orphanage the nun in charge gathered everyone together.
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She made an example of the girls. She hit them with the strap on the back and the

buttocks. It was horrible.

Life after St Vincent de Paul’s Orphanage

Leaving

There was a lawyer who would hand in fruit to the nuns. He told Sister Clare that he
was looking for a junior. Sister Clare said she had just the person for this. | went to his

office for an interview. | was successful and started as the lawyer’s receptionist.

| was able to leave the orphanage and | found some accommodation. My friend-,

from the orphanage, came to stay with me as well.

When | left the orphanage there was no preparation. | think | left with virtually what |

was standing in.

At the lawyers office the wages were good. | was given a pay rise every year. | was

treated as an equal.

| used to keep in touch with Sister Clare right through to when my daughter was born.

It was like a friendship as she was the one who put me on the road to my first job.
Other information

When | was young | moved around a bit before travelling abroad for about a year. |
then returned to Adelaide. It was the first time | had been there for about five and a
half years.

| started moving around again and eventually arrived in Perth, Western Australia. | met

my daughter’s father and the travelling stopped. We were engaged but never married.

We split up before my daughter was born. After this it was just me and my daughter.
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As a result of all the suffering there should be compensation for the families from both
the Australian and British governments. The governments should also understand that

any monetary measures will not undo the heartache and sadness that was our lot.

| don't think that the Australian Government has ever really acknowledged the child

migrants. | think they would rather forget about it.
Nationality/passport

| had no problems obtaining an Australian passport. The only issue was that the
records showed my surname was My This should have been.

| eventually became an Australian citizen. When | did this you could become an
Australian even though you were a British citizen. There was an agreement between
the governments for this to happen. Years later this changed. It no longer automatically

happened.

| still see myself as a Scottish national. | feel very strongly about this and see Scotland
as my home.

Impact

| protect my daughter Iike-used to protect me.-had a tremendous burden

to bare when we were in care in Australia. She acted like a mother to me.

| like to think | have a certain amount of stability because of my background. | don’t let

life pull me down. | am much stronger for it. | am fiercely independent.

My time in care left me without faith. | make up my own mind about things now. | have

my own opinions on issues and won't be dictated TO.
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| feel that as a result of being a child migrant | was robbed of my heritage and
nationality. This is something that has always stayed with me. | feel very strongly about
this.

| am so grateful my sister was with me in Australia. She took so much on to help me.
| can’t think how | would have managed without her. She was definitely like a mother
to me.

Final thoughts

1 think that countries need to view the child migrant scheme as a large injustice they
facilitated. They really need to think of the enormity of it and how it impacted on every
one of us. The countries invoilved need to hear about the individual traumas that
children suffered as a result of the scheme. It is not enough to say it was because of
the times and use that as an excuse.

| think that the welfare institutions of the time when | was put into care should also be
held accountable. They looked on poor families in a way that was not acceptable. They
thought they could do with you what they wanted. It was such a huge thing taking you
away from your parents without any consideration about how you felt or your parents
feelings. | have such a deep sadness for what happened to me and my sister.

There has to be an accountability and acceptance from the institutions that things
happened. It is also not acceptable to say that it was just because of what happened
in the times then.

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence
to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

MJV
Signed




