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Support person present: No

My name is My date of birth is- 1952. My contact

details are known to the Inquiry.

Life before going to Merchiston Castle School

| was adopted. My adopted parents were called -and_

They are both dead now. | have one sister called - She is eighteen months
younger than me. The family home was in Stranraer. In many ways it was a happy

relatively middle class upbringing.

My father was a builder. He had come up to work for the Stranraer branch of a
building company. He eventually became a partner. Whilst he was in Stranraer he
met my mother. My mother was local to the area. | was adopted in 1952. My sister

was adopted eighteen months later.

Growing up | came to realise that my parents had quite a restrictive social circle. My
father was very English and didn’t drink. | think that put him at odds with the farming
community of Stranraer. | don’t know whether you could call it a tension but there
was an awareness that my father employed many of my friend’s parents. We also

lived in a_house that my father had built himself. -
_ | suppose we were very much categorised as

middle class and separate from the rest of the community.
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end and how he had become a serial masturbator. He told us that that had carried

on until he found Christianity and, | think, a woman.

My housemaster in Rogerson East was a man called Balfour Paul. He was my last
housemaster. He was quite a kindly soul. He was a kind of rugged, thoughtful,
gentle kind of man. His natural demeanour rendered him quite a likeable fellow. |
think he had been in the East during the war. He used to wander around the house
late at night in his shorts smoking a pipe. | think he was just an insomniac. He
seemed to be quite a reasonable fellow despite the wandering around in his shorts

when he couldn’t get to sleep.

[ remember that there was another housemaster by the name of B | am not
certain that was his name as it could have been|fElIIl He was also a teacher. |

think he was housemaster for a couple of years in Chalmers West before moving to
Rogerson West. He wasn’t a housemaster in any of the houses | was in when | was
there but he was at the school at the same time as me. He left during my time in

Merchiston.

| seem to recall that there was always a problem with housemasters in Rogerson
West. | think the last housemaster they got in Rogerson West whilst | was there was
a person by the name of Thomson. | think he was forced into doing it. _

I think he was also a relative of a teacher by the name of Mair.

There always seemed to be a tension between Balfour Paul and Donaldson and, on
the other side, Preston. They just seemed to keep their distance from one another.
All the other teachers would socialise with one another apart from Preston. He
would only socialise with his cohort. That may have been something. That may

have been nothing. Preston was the one out of them that was the most powerful.
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Staff - teachers

At the bottom of the pecking order were the teachers. It was all male in terms of the
teachers. They were mainly teachers from grammar schools in England. As faras |

can recall most of them were eminently reasonable.

There was an apartheid between the teachers. There were the jobbing teachers and
the teachers who also had responsibilities attached to the houses. The jobbing

teachers weren't inclined to get involved in anything else other than teaching. There
were cliques between certain teachers. In amongst them there was what | would call

a fifth column of younger teachers who were followers of Mervyn Preston.

Mair was one of the teachers at the school. He was formidable and hard. He had
been at Arnhem. He carried a wound from that. In terms of the pecking order he
seemed to be level in terms of the pecking order with Mervyn Preston. There

appeared to be some sort of a divide between the two.

There was an English teacher called Smith who was fine. | didn’t have him much to
do with him. There was a Maths teacher from Manchester called McLean who was
also fine. There was an Arts teacher called Scobie who was also fine. The science
teacher was called Patterson. He was also fine. There was one overtly gay teacher
called He used to smoke cigars. | think the maths teacher was
called Mr Gibson. He gave the impression that he was an alcoholic. He was barely

coherent when he taught.

There was a fellow called Houston who used to be an Irish rugby international. |
don’t think he was much good for anything else. He was a teacher of sorts. | think

he had only been put on the staff because he could coach rugby.
Staff — other staff

In the latter years there was someone called Sl /10 joined as a house-
| think his first name was He came in about 1967. We heard he was
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said “well get him out of here.” | was then dispatched. At the time | didn’t think it
was significant but looking back | wonder whether it was. If you want to abuse
people you need opportunity. | don’t think the sanatorium was supervised and that
was a place Preston could go.

Another potential avenue for abuse for Preston was Sunday afternoons. Preston
always went out of the school on Sunday afternoons. He used to make a big thing
about how he had a room in the Caledonian Hotel. On one occasion, one of the
maids reported to me that one of the new maids had seen Preston with what she first
thought was a blonde girl. | can’t remember where it was but it was some distance
away from the Caledonian Hotel. She later identified him as - | think the
new maid had been mistaken because on Sundays you had to wear a kilt for Sunday
service. In terms of hard evidence there is nothing to suggest that Preston had
taken-out for anything other than lunch. That would have been acceptable.
However, in hindsight it might have been something else.

Another thing we noticed was that, as opposed to us, the boys who engaged in
homosexual activity would find it very easy to get out on Sundays. | suppose in the
cold light of day all of this is circumstantial. However, from my experience of Preston
he was a full blooded paedophile. He wasn't just fiddling about with boys. In my
opinion, he was doing this on a fairly industrial scale.

s by e -

There was one boy who was desperately immature and desperate to become one of
us.. The boy reported to us that there was inappropriate behaviour on
il oart. He reported hands on knees whilst he was wearing a kilt, touching and
asking how puberty was coming on. He said thathad suggested to
him that maybe a physical examination should be done to see how things were

coming on.
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Abuse by staff — Mr

I recall that our counterparts who were two years above us loathed a housemaster
by the name of | remember that there was a real intensity of feeling towards
him by the people in that year. There was a hatred there. People didn’t use the term
paedophile in those days but that was essentially how he was described. |
remember hearing that on the last day of term in 1968 the pupils in that house
smashed room up, smashed his red sports car up and tried to smash
up himself. | don’t know how many boys were involved. ended up
running for safety. | heard that the reason that those boys did that to sl vas

because he was engaged in such serious paedophilic behaviour that the pupils just
wanted to get him. Apparently, the police were never called even though it was all
serious GBH sort of stuff.

Reporting of abuse at Merchiston Castle School

The root of the problem with reporting was that if you had any problems you had to
go through your housemaster. That was always the assumption. There was no one
outwith the house you could speak to or open up to. did develop a
“pastoral role” for himself. However, there wasn’t any guidance that he was the
person to speak to if you had any issues. You just wouldn’t speak to the staff about

what was going on.

| did speak to my parents. | didn’t really understand the term paedophile at that time.
The term | probably used was “dirty old man.” My parents just saw in Mervyn
Preston a quintessential English gentleman. Nothing happened as a result of

speaking with my parents.

| can remember a boy calied_and | talking about writing to either the

Daily Record or the Sunday Post. That would have been in about 1968. | am certain

it related to inappropriate behaviour at the school. | thought it was a really good idea

to expose what was going on. _was far less enthusiastic. | can
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remember putting something in writing but | cannot recall what specific incident it
referred to. We went to post the letter. We later discovered from Mary that Mrs
Anderson had intercepted the letter. | have no idea what happened to the letter. In
hindsight, | think | should have probably persevered with speaking to the press.

I am not aware of any reports being made to the police at all. | think the police were
very much viewed as working class back then. You just didn’t do that. There was a
deference there.

Leaving Merchiston Castle School, Edinburgh

| think, before | left, things started to escalate at Merchiston. About that time
Preston’s term as the acting headmaster was coming to an end. had had his
room and car trashed. A friend of ours called ||| illhad brought some dope
back. He caught some sort of bug and ended up having to have a blood test.
Cannabis showed up in his blood result. There was shock and horror and he was
never seen again. That sort of thing was viewed as above the usual misdemeanours
in the school. Me and another guy got caught by the police on our way from going to
see two of the domestic staff who had a flat in Edinburgh. | was totally unrepentant.

They were funny times. A lot was going on.

| think, by that time, my defiance and opposition was obvious to Preston. | was part
of a group of boys who had started to rebel. | desperately wanted to leave.
Increasingly people like me were disenchanted with the place. | suppose they
thought that if they cut out the bad wood then they might be able to get the place on
an even keel again.

It may have been all these factors that contributed to me leaving. However, it also
may have just been that my father’s benefactor, if his boss was the benefactor, had
run out of money. The business was in trouble at that time. It was also probably
obvious to my father by that time that it wasn't a good investment keeping me in the
school. It just all stopped one day in 1968 when my parents came to pick me up.
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| am sure there are far stronger and harrowing stories of abuse than mine. | don’t
know whether the things | experienced places Preston in the realms of Jimmy Saville
territory. | think in comparison to that it was fairly minor. However, | do think Preston
manipulated his power. You instinctively knew that he did what he did as a living
and on a daily basis. | suspect there will be hundreds of others he has also
manipulated. | suspect that one of the issues is how much of that died with him.

People in authority are sometimes deemed beyond reproach. | think we sometimes
let people off the hook because of their status and reputation. Irrespective of status
everybody should undergo the same degree of scrutiny as anybody else. It seems
sometimes very easy for people in authority to get away with things. If abuse is still
going on then it will be going on through the people who are still in power. Preston
couldn’t have got away with what he did without having power and authority. If there
is an examination of power and privilege in this Inquiry, especially amongst the great
and the good, then | believe that will be all to the good. You should never ever take
things at face value.

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence

to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

ccz
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