Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

BLQ

Support person present: No

vy name s G 'y e of birtn is I 9-7. vy

contact details are known to the Inquiry.

Life before going to boarding school

| was born in Glasgow. My mum’s name was_and she worked

as a housewife. My dad was called ||l anc he was a builder and property
owner. | have three siblings, two sisters and one brother, and they are all older than

me. In age order they are_, she is seven or eight years

older than me. My older brother_is around six or seven years older

and_ She is around five years older than me.

| initially went to a pre-school in Pollockshields called Mrs Berry’s when | was four
years old. The family then moved to Bearsden and | went to Bearsden Academy for a
year. Then we moved back to Pollockshields and | was sent to Albert Street Primary
School for eighteen months. At the age of eight | was sent to a boarding school for
boys called Crawfordton House in Moniave that was about twenty miles from Dumfries.
This was a private prep school and | was there for four and a half years.

My young life was based around school. | didn’t see much of my parents once | started
at Crawfordton House. | don’t know why that school was chosen. | felt | should have
gone to a Glasgow school to get to know Glasgow instead. | never asked my parents
and | couldn’t have spoken to my dad about it in any case. My older brother-
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The school is split into four houses and boys progress from one to another on the
basis of their age. The first school house is called Chalmers West, then after a year
boys went to Chalmers East. Then boys progressed to Rogerson East before ending
their school career doing their A’ Levels at Rogerson West. Boys moved house at the
end of each school year.

The school is set in massive grounds in Colinton. They are impressive buildings with
facades and turrets. To the right were the two Rogerson houses that were semi-
detached from each other. On the left were the two Chalmers buildings, also semi-
detached, but detached from the main building where the classrooms were. Boys lived
separately inside these houses and they were all run separately. Meals would be taken
in the main hall in the main building for all the school years together.

The headmaster was a man called Alan Bush. | had no dealings with him other than
in passing encounters. All the appeals went to him such as an issue | had about the
school searching our lockers and | have described that event later in this statement.

| don't know how many boys were in the school, | would guess around three hundred.
Someone once told me that Chalmers West had 56 boys in it, but | have no idea. So
there could be around four times that many boys at the school. The boys were mainly
boarders, but there were some day pupils too. They were not popular in the school
just because they weren't boarders. They were inferior and they didn’t pay the same
fees as the boarders. They weren’t treated any differently by the staff as far as | know.

The four school houses had the same layout inside. They were all basically the same
building. Chalmers West had a common room. The Master of the House had rooms
on the ground floor and lived there. The house master was Mervyn Preston. There
were showers on the ground floor and changing rooms. The boys’ bedrooms were
upstairs. In Chalmers West there was a house master and sub-house master.
GFk was the sub and he had a flat upstairs in the building and that was the same
level as the boys’ dormitories. There wasn’t anyone presented to us as being there for

pastoral care and someone to go to with non-educational issues. There was also a
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teacher who taught German and Religious Instruction and | believe was German. He
was known as Mr Morrison Cleator. He was harmless and got abuse hurled at him by

the boys because they believed he was German.

| don’t remember how many beds there were in a dormitory. There was a row of beds
on each side of the room. Outside the room was an area of toilets, sinks and baths at
the back of the room. Each dorm had the same layout. The common room had tables
and chairs, books, comics and board games. It was a place to go to. We were allowed

to have transistor radios and we could lock them away in a cupboard.

After Chalmers West | moved onto Chalmers East and it also had a house master and
sub. | don’t recall their names. In Rogerson East the house master was called lan
Balfour-Paul and his sub was a new guy, RN that we all called RGN
Balfour-Paul was weird and he was considered to be a D-Day hero.
was good fun and he was obsessed by The Beatles. He was always immaculately
dressed and drove a Lagonda. He would invite six of us into his room to listen to
Beatles records and rave on about them. | was asked by the police, when | made a
report to them two years ago, if | had been touched by and | wasn't. He was a
good laugh and a nice guy.

| can’t say who was house master and sub in Rogerson West as | never got that far in
the school. | was taken away before that.

Routine at Merchiston Castle School

First day

| don’t remember my first day at the school. | don’'t remember if there was any proper
welcome for the boys or being shown round and | don’t recall any initiation amongst

the boys. I'd already visited the school when I'd had my interview and | knew roughly
where everything was.
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newspapers of our choice. | ordered two newspapers, the Glasgow Herald and the
Daily Express. This was my first year in the school. | walked into class and he asked
me what | was carrying. | explained it was the papers. | was thrown out of the class for

having The Express as he regarded it as tabloid trash.

| was left standing outside of the class in the corridor. By chance the headmaster, Alan
Bush, came wandering along the corridor and wondered what | was doing. | explained
the teacher had asked me to leave the class as he'd taken exception to my newspaper.
The Head just told me to change my newspapers and walked off. So | did and then
got the Daily Record as well as the Herald as | knew that would irritate him more and

he couldn’t stop me.

Abuse at Merchiston Castle School

I was beaten for drinking in a pub in Haymarket after a national rugby match at
Murrayfield that I've never been in. We were encouraged to leave the school premises
to watch Scotland play rugby, but we had to get permission. A prefect or senior boy
reported seeing me and another boy called _drinking pints in the pub. |
was aged fifteen or sixteen. | was beaten by the captain of the school, who was
effectively head boy.

In those days the captain of the school had the power to beat boys. You'd wear scarves
round your wrists to protect the undersides from the tawse. | don’t know the name of
the captain, but the guy who reported me was called- | was strapped on the
hands and six on each hand. This happened in the head boy’s study in Rogerson
West.

If your shoes were dirty you'd get one warning then the next time, beaten with the
tawse. It was a three fingered leather strap. It was short at about eighteen inches long.

The sub-housemaster in Rogerson East, would strike a boy twice
for no reason. He'd just say ‘two strokes’ randomly to a boy in the middle of class, belt
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him and then carry on teaching afterwards. It happened in every one of his classes.
Teachers had the power to issue the belt but | think they didn’t. It was only him that
did, he was notorious for it. The headmaster could use the belt and also the captain of
the school.

Prefects had power and they could make you do lines or ‘biue papers’. If you didn’t let
a prefect through the door first you'd get beaten. When | open a door now | still look
to see if there is anyone behind me to let them through first. The prefect wouldn’t do
the beating, but they would refer it up. By my time the school had taken that power
away from them, but you were beaten by the school captain and the witness, the boy
who'd reported you. In my older brother’s era at the school all of the prefects would be
in the room to witness it. By my time that had stopped and it would be the school
captain and one witness to oversee the beating. Normally the person who had made
the complaint. By the next generation of boys, after me, the school had stopped that
too. The beating wouldn’t be recorded in writing as far as | know.

CER was the sub-Housemaster at Chalmers West. He was a [Jjjjjjand
had appeared on a TV programme called _ My father’s sister was
a i} and had been on the same programme. When my brother || was at
Merchiston, EESIIlloroke his leg and my brother looked after his car when

was immobile and |l loved cars.

i was invited to come to see us at the family home in Pollockshields

when he had recovered and he stayed overnight. We were listening to music and
EER enthusiastically went to his car to get his clarsach, a small harp, and then
started playing it and singing which my father wasn’t impressed with. Then| NN
started dancing with our housekeeper. | was told to go and get my guitar, so | did and

started to play a few songs.
had an guitar at school and he told me when | started at the school |

must come to his room and play his guitar. | arrived later on at Merchiston and
CFK reminded me | was to go to see his guitar. | started at the school aged

19



96.

97.

98.

99.

thirteen. I'd been there about one month and on a weekend | went to his study which

was also his bedroom.

The guitar was hung up on the wall above the bed. He got the guitar down and | played
a few tunes and then he asked me to put it back on the wall. | had to kneel on the bed
to reach the hooks to put the guitar on the wall.leapt on me and pinned me
down. He tried to put his hands down the front of my shorts and tried to stick his tongue
down my throat. | pushed him off and he tried to do it again and | pushed him off me
again. | left the room. He didn’t say anything to me while he was doing this and he was
fully clothed. He left me alone after that and the incident was never discussed.

He would also touch up boys in crowded areas in the corridors and as we passed by
him you'd feel an exploring hand around your testicles. If | was walking down the
corridor next to someone he'd barge in between the two of us and touch us up.
CFK was notorious for it. It wasn'’t talked about and nobody told me the same
thing had happened to him, but it was common knowledge that he was someone to
avoid.
CFK was eventually caught in my third year at the school and removed from

Merchiston. Three of the senior boys at the school, one of them was called-
-and two others went to the headmaster, Alan Bush, and told him what had been

going on.CESlwas gone that same night. He allegedly ended up teaching at a

girls’ boarding school in England

Mervyn Preston was the housemaster at Chalmers West and he had his own study
and bedroom in the house. He was the person that we had to ask for ‘leave out’ so we
could go out of the school. We always had to go to his rooms to ask him for it at night
time. He would be in his room with a dressing gown on and his hands behind his back
and the dressing gown open in the front so he was totally exposed and naked. You'd
have to ask him for the leave and every time he'd be standing by the fire place in the
same manner. It happened to me and to other boys.
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Rainy-Brown was completely wired to another planet. He took a dislike to me because
of the searching of the lockers and | said the school couldn’t search them without
consent. Also | refused to let him beat me for not showing enough enthusiasm at the
cricket match. He was creepy. | was street-wise after the incident with
and knew what | was looking out for. | didn't receive any sexual advances from him,

probably because he'd begun to hate me.

Later on the school turned the Sanatorium into Pringle House, for younger children. 1
told the police when | made a report two years ago how crazy that was. | was told one
wee boy’s father went to see Rainy-Brown about a report the boy had made and within
an hour of the meeting taking place Rainy-Brown had taken his own life. He was a
man of 77, never married and a highly suspicious character and the school put him in
charge looking after wee boys. He should have retired by 65 and left the school.

Reporting of abuse at Merchiston castle School

| never told anyone about the abuse at school or what Sl did to me. |
couldn't have spoken to my father about SIS 2 | thought he would have

told me | was talking nonsense. When | told my elder sister more recently she said |
should have told our father who would have done something about it. There wasn't
anyone in place that | could have told at the school about and Preston.
Apart from the Head there was no-one in place. | wouldn’t have felt able to trouble the
headmaster with things like that.

Leaving Merchiston Castle School

| put a lot of these stories in writing and the document was found at the end of term.
Some of it had gone down the back of a radiator. | was summoned home and my father
said who do you think you are, James Bond? There was the names of who was doing
what to whom. It was all rumours and gossip about boys with boys and not staff. I'd
destroyed the stuff I'd written about what happened to me and it was the things I'd
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They did ask me for names of other people they could contact and | gave them my
brother's name as he’d introduced me to -then phoned me
after they spoke to him and wanted to know why | went to the police He hadn’t
experienced any sexual abuse. He was as hard as nails and would have taken their
teeth out. | told him about the Inquiry because what happened in Merchiston and in
the other Scottish boarding schools wasn’t right.

Lessons to be Learned

In a way | recommend boarding school and I'm not against them. My daughters have
been successful thanks to their education at boarding school and went onto university.
My two sisters never saw anything abusive in their boarding schools. | think it just
happened in boys’ schools.

Hopes for the Inquiry

| hope schools will be sorted out, with a better vetting process to find the abusers
amongst the teachers. Modern pupils won'’t put up with what we went through in my
school. My three nephews went to Merchiston, although one left after one term, the
other two stayed there and were fine. The school had totally changed and pupils were
encouraged to follow their individual interests whether that was music or sport and
education wasn't just about the ‘3 Rs’. They didn’t beat pupils anymore and they were
allowed out of school when they wanted to. There still needs to be some form of
discipline used.

Other information

| went back to Merchiston about twenty years ago with some other men who had been
pupils. | was fine with the visit, but one of my friends couldn’t go through the school
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gates in his car. He tried twice and couldn’t do it. He lived in the Colinton area as well
and it was his house | used to visit on ‘leave outs’ granted by Mr Preston. He was

terrified and wouldn’t drive through them. | just felt disgust at what was allowed to go
on.

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence

to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.
BLQ
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