Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

CDR

Support person present: No

My name is My date of birth is the ||| 1o+

My contact details are known to the Inquiry.

Background

| attended Merchiston Castle School as a boarding pupil between 1954 and 1959. |
left Merchiston at age 19 having stayed on for an extra year to retake the Oxford
entrance exam which | had failed the previous year. | was not aware of any abuse

when | was a pupil at Merchiston.

| returned to Merchiston between 1966 and 1979 when | took up the role of || .

I also taught I ac | ' 2'so took on the role of resident

boarding house tutor.

When | left Merchiston as a pupil in 1959 | completed a degree at Oxford in-
and- | went on to Glasgow University where | obtained a degree in-
Whilst | was in my last year in Glasgow University | was contacted by the then

Headmaster of Merchiston a man called Alan Bush. He asked if | would be interested
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Culture of the school.

| thought it was a good school and | am not embarrassed of being a teacher at the
school at that time because | felt that they gave the boys a good deal. The boys were
well coached. There were teaching weaknesses in very few members of staff but the
weaker staff members didn’t tend to stay long.

| was aware of fagging whilst | was a pupil but | have no memories of the fagging
system whilst | was a teacher.

Bullying and abuse

| am fairly confident to say that there were none, if any, incidents of abuse or
bullying. It would come to light if there was an incident and the Headmaster would be
involved. If one of the prefects over stepped the mark he would be spoken to by the
Headmaster.

Concerns about the school

| am only aware of one incident of concern that happened in Merchiston. | don’t
recall an outside body or agency being involved with the school over any incident. |
know that from time to time we would hear that a teacher within the Scottish
Independent Schools system had left in a hurry for acting inappropriately. It seemed
to be accepted that this was a risk that was there and you couldn’t rule it out. If it
happened the teacher would be “down the drive” and gone from the school.

| was never involved in any incidents at the school where there were allegations
made against teachers apart from one incident involving a teacher called
BZ3l. Ssome years later | was interviewed by the police in connection with Sl
EZ3l and | provided them with a statement.
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Incident involving reacher

In my time teaching at Merchiston there was one incident | was directly involved with.
It was the day after the end of _ 1977 and the school was empty. |
was still there as the teacher in charge of [Jjjjj The |l as also there as they
were competing in a-tournament on one of the first days of the holidays.

At six in the morning | received a knock on my bedroom door. There were two boys
there. | could see that they were upset. They sat down in my sitting room and spoke
to me for about an hour. One of them had been assaulted by a master who had
taken private parts of a boy in his mouth.

| was told by the boys that they had gone to the Headmaster and he was aware of
their complaint but they needed to speak to someone so they came to me. One of

the boys was the || 2¢ the other boy was his friend. The

master concerned was a house tutor called who had rooms in the same

house as the boys. The boys were called | NN -~ IININENGGE
was e

The boys who were both eighteen years of age told me that they had been at a party
in Edinburgh somewhere and when they came back to their boarding house in
Merchiston they were met by SZSI who had invited them into his sitting room
where the sexual assault occurred. There are a lot of the details that | don’t know like

how they had ended up in RSN s rooms.

| listened to their story and provided what pastoral care | could. | didn’t get a lot of
the details but | could see they were very upset. | assumed that the Headmaster was
dealing with the matter as | never managed to speak to him about the incident and |
don't think that he knew that the boys had consulted me.
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| took two actions. | managed to get a replacement for the-. | then went
across to Chalmers House to see [SZSJJll| | was concerned for him as he was a
practising Christian. When | got to his room it was locked. It took a while for him to
answer the door. When he opened it | noted that he was black and blue. He told me
that the boys who were big lads had come back and beaten him up. | didn't stay with
him long. He was packing his bags to leave.

The result of this incident meant that the Master was “down the drive”
next morning. There was no police involvement. The way the schools dealt with that
sort of incident was to dismiss them on sight and then block any future teaching
positions they may try to apply for through the references. It should have been the
end of a teaching career. The decision was made by the Headmaster Donald
Forbes. According to the culture of the time it was dealt with correctly. | appreciate
that in 2020 it would have been reported to the police immediately.

| later heard that S ad gone down south to England to live with his sister
and was working as a librarian. | don’t know if the incident was recorded anywhere.

Between five and ten years ago a police woman contacted me and came to visit me
and take my statement. | described this whole incident to her. She told me that she
would be back in touch but | have not heard from her since. | don’t know the
outcome of the police investigation and | can’t recall the police woman’s name.

| don’t know what the procedure in regards to informing the parents of the boys was.
| would imagine that Donald Forbes the Headmaster would contact them to let them
know what had happened. | know that in the Independent schools network the word
would travel very quickly amongst boys, former pupils and parents.
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Child protection

I think that | was given some minimal instruction on child protection issues although it
had no meaning to me at that time. The 60’s and 70’s were a different time and
although questions about child protection are appropriate today they had not come to
the surface when | was teaching at Merchiston.

There were informal systems of child protection. | had access to the dormitories day
and night but there were sixteen boys in the dormitory and they would know if
anything was going on. | did see boys naked in the showers and in the dormitories. |
was discrete and the boys were also discrete. It was just part of the school routine
and | didn't think anything of it. | don’t think that the boys did either and | had first-
hand experience of this when | attended the school as a pupil.

| have never given evidence at any trial into abuse at Merchiston. | have only ever
provided one statement to the police in connection with the incident involving (el
| don't know what the outcome of that was.

Official visits

Apart from the one visit in the 1970’s | don't recall any other official visits from an
Educational Authority in all the time | was at Merchiston.

Report cards/record keeping
| only kept records of the performances of my class pupils. Those records were not
mandatory and were only for my own information. | did not keep a record of any

discipline issues. | did not keep a written record anywhere of when | had to punish a
boy. | don’t know where these records are now.
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There was a report card that went round every three weeks. The boys were
responsible for going to each of their teachers who would add a comment regarding
the progress with each subject. The card would then go to the Housemaster who
would add a comment. The Housemaster would identify any issues with regards to
the subjects being studied. If necessary the Housemaster would call the boys in to
speak to them if there were issues. The report card then went to the Headmaster.

The Headmaster produced a report card that was sent out at the end of every term.
Every subject teacher and sports master along with the Housemaster would add
comments. The Headmaster would then add his comments and it would be sent to
the parents of the pupil concerned.

| can recall talking to parents on a few occasions with regards to comments on the
school report. If a child was struggling with a subject | would discuss this with the
parents. The parents did visit the school on the odd occasions.

Dismissal of lan Robertson.

When | was a pupil at the school there was a teacher who was called lan Robertson.
He also used the names lan Robertson Brown and lan Stewart Robertson. He was
my highland dance teacher at Merchiston. Very soon after | left the school he was
dismissed over some allegations of child abuse but | am not sure of the

circumstances. | can only guess that these circumstances were similar to those of

Allegations against and knowledge of James Rainy Brown.

| knew James Rainy Brown very well. All the time | was at Merchiston as a teacher
he was also there. He was three years older than me and had been a former pupil.
He was a pupil in school when | was there as a pupil. He was a Housemaster at

Pringle House. He taught sciences and was ||| | I ! vov!d go on

trips with him and I recall one trip to St Kilda where we lived in tents for two weeks.

13







68.

69.

70.

71.

72.

73.

He was a decent normal guy but | did not have contact with him out of school. | think
that the pupils were comfortable with him. | have no memory of him disciplining
children and | never saw him abusing children.

Allegations against and knowledge of G NEGNNTNTNN

| recall that SZEEGEGEGEE came to the school in the mid 1970’s and | did
overlap with him. | can’t recall his subject but I think that he was a bachelor and had
previous teaching experience in the Caribbean. | think that he had a room in one of

the- houses.

I was never close to SESand didn’t know him well. | can’t recall seeing him
interacting with children and | didn’t witness him disciplining the boys. | never saw
him abuse any pupils and never heard any stories about his behaviour at the school.

Allegations against and knowledge of

was a great guy. He was a very shy man and he was a teacher to me when |
was a pupil at the school. He taught me [JJll He was still a teacher when | returned
to the school as |} He developed cancer not long after | left Merchiston and
sadly died soon after that.

| think that he was a house tutor. He || || || | | JJEEEl 2nd he would access books
that the pupils need for their studies. | remember him better when | was a pupil and
he was my teacher. No one at the school knew him well as he kept his distance. He

didn’t know how to relate with other people.

He hardly appeared out of his room although | have no idea what he did in there. |
can't recall how he treated the boys. When | was a pupil he did beat me on one
occasion when | put a drawing pin on his seat. | am ashamed of this but it had the
desired effect. | would say that he was a loner and | never saw him beating or

abusing other boys. | am not aware of any incidents of child abuse involving
BRW
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Allegations against and knowledge of

| have already described the incident involving | recall that he was
younger than me and taught i} He was a very strict teacher. He wore

Edwardian style clothes. He was a ||| |} Il =< on one occasion he

asked me in my role as|ili} f he could form a small group of boys to practise

the [N | 25 not happy with this as our | \v<re
B <o he didn't pursue it any further.

When | was at the school as | never saw SZZSN ounish a pupil or
abuse any of the boys. | was involved in the incident resulting in him resigning. |

have given a statement to the police in connection with that incident.
Allegations against and knowledge of Mervyn Preston.

| had a lot to do with Mervyn Preston. He was teaching when | was a pupil at the
school. He was my Housemaster. When | was a pupil at the school | took a
“scunner” to him because he criticised a decision that the Headmaster made with
regard to finishing a term early because of an infectious disease that was doing the
rounds in the school. He addressed the whole house and called the Headmaster “a
wet” which | didn't like.

When | arrived at Merchiston as a teacher Mervyn Preston was still there. He was
second in charge of the school. He was a great schemer and you had to avoid
getting sucked into one of his schemes. He was a history teacher.

As a teacher at the school | observed him with the boys. | would describe him as
being pompous and paternalistic. On reflection | think that there may have been a
question mark about his attitude with some of the boys. | do recall that he would
often put his arm round boy’s shoulders. | never witnessed him abusing any boy and
| never saw him punishing any of the boys.
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| have since heard some stories about Mervyn Preston being in the showering area
after games supervising the boys. It was not inappropriate that he was supervising
the boys. | think that he laid himself open to potential allegations because when |
was a pupil at the school the boys would talk about it.

Mervyn Preston would do the sex education with the boys and it was called a pep
talk. These talks always took place in his own sitting room on a one to one basis. He
would call the boys out during prep. He would speak to all the boys about sex and
some of the boys said that Mervyn Preston had asked them questions about their
own bodies and whether they had had erections. | suspect that some of the boys
embellished their stories. | recall when | was a pupil | was waiting to get this pep talk
from Mervyn Preston but it never happened.

| do not know of any allegations against Mervyn Preston. In the past ten years | was
at a Merchistonian Reunion Dinner of my fellow pupils. The contemporary who gave
the speech at the dinner thought it appropriate to home in on all the stories about
Mervyn Preston. A lot of the people at the dinner were very embarrassed about what
he said. | suspect that there was nothing concrete proved against Mervyn Preston or
the speaker at the dinner would not be making jokes about it.

Allegations of abuse

ccz
| am aware of the allegation that was made about me in a statement from
I know that it involved a third party boy who is not named but was struggling

to fit in with the other boys at Merchiston. It is alleged that | wanted to check under
his kilt when he was kneeling down to see how puberty was progressing.
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| rememberwhen | was teaching at Merchiston. | knew a lot about him.
He was a poor soul in the wrong school. He had no academic ability to keep up with
the rest of the school. | wondered what we as a school could offer him. | think he was
placed in the school for the wrong reasons. If | recall correctly he was adopted by
two older parents and the reason they placed him in Merchiston was because they
couldn’t control him and they expected Merchiston to be able to do that. He wasn't a
desperate problem and | don't recall any sexual allegations he may have made
against teaching staff.

I have no memory of punishing [SSAN ' was a house tutor with him twice and
| never abused him. In response to the allegation he made about the other boy being
touched and asked about his puberty by me | have searched my memory and have

no recollection.

There are many incidents when adults can give younger persons a message which
they are not intending and all | can think is that is what may have happened. |
suppose | was capable of doing it but | would not have had physical contact with the
genitals of any boy and | would not have a discussion with any boy about puberty. All
| can say is that | have no memory whatsoever of this incident. | suppose that the
passage of time may have affected my memory but | would have to say that it is
most unlikely. | do accept that any behaviour like that would be child abuse.

Allegation about beating too hard

| would have to accept that this was the case. | had a reputation among the boys for
beating hard. | thought it was right at the time. | recall when | was beaten on one

occasion by S When | was a pupil the tawse barely flopped onto my hand. |
felt that this was counterproductive. A punishment has to be a punishment and it has

to correct you so it is needed to do its work as unpleasant as that is.
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| have never been the subject of a complaint for being overzealous with the tawse. |
didn’t own a tawse and so | had to borrow it from Brian Thomson who was the
housemaster of Rogerson West. | had to go to him every time | did a beating. He
was a gentle man and soft with the boys. | feel that if anyone was going to complain
about the way | beat the boys it should have been him but he never said a word, he
would just hand over the tawse. | always had to have permission to beat the boys
from a senior member of staff.

The police have never contacted me with regard to “beating too hard”. | do recall that
one member of staff called SESII once said to me that he had heard that the
I ilitant had been at work again. | took this to mean that he had heard about a
beating | had given. It was the way | did my beatings and pupils knew what was
coming if | was going to beat them. As far as | know SEEJJl] had no issues with the

boys and was not abusive.

Leaving Merchiston School

| was on holiday in Orkney with friends in 1979 and | suddenly realised that | didn’t
want to go back to Merchiston School. | would say that | was “burnt out”. | couldn’t
stay there for another day longer. | had been there for thirteen years. | had to give a
terms notice so | sent a postcard to the Headmaster with my resignation written on it.

| do not know what references | was given as in those days they were private and
you didn't get to see them. It was two years later before | started at_High
School. | took a year out and visited friends and relatives all over the world. | was

contacted by the || B anc | worked for a spell in India at different
I << | did a fair amount of travelling. | also worked at a number of schools
in Scotland, England and Malawi.
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On my 59 birthday | left teaching and along with my wife changed direction and

moved home. | became a _ | was there for about five

years before | retired in 2005. My wife and | now live in Edinburgh.

Reaction to complaints from

| feel in regards to the complaints made by EZZIl that although he is an
unhappy person his complaints should be taken seriously because that is where

Inquiry evidence should come from.
Helping the Inquiry

| wouldn’t know where to begin with this as all | can really say is that | am very glad
that | am not still teaching. I think that it will be up to the Inquiry to draw their own
conclusions. | don't feel that | am able to provide any helpful comments. Having been
both a pupil and a teacher at Merchiston | now know that | am not in favour of the
independent schools system. The cohesion of society is broken by having different

schools and it is divisive in society.

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence
to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.
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