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Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry 

Witness Statement of 

Support person present: No. 

My name is 
details are known to the Inquiry. 

Life before boarding school 

I was born in Carlisle, where my father 
own practice. My mother 

My date of birth is-1957. My contact 

or-was a 
radiographer at the city general hospital. 

I am an only child and life in Carlisle was idyllic. I didn't have a grandparent as such, 
but I had a surrogate granny, -• who I spent a lot of time with. It was a 
rather isolated experience as an only child, but my parents were wonderful to me. I 
had toys and I remember frequent trips to Scotland. We lived in the city on London 
Road and I loved Carlisle. I still have a lot of affection for the place. 

I started school at St Gabriel's Primary, which was Roman Catholic. My parents 
were both Protestants, but there were no issues around that. It was a good school 
and I don't have any complaints or recall being unhappy there. 

I think it was well planned in advance that I would go to Merchiston Castle School in 
Edinburgh. I think it might have been as far back as 1960 that I was registered to go 
there. 
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