Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

FBC

Support person present: No

My name is |G Vv date of birth is i 1940. My contact details

are known to the Inquiry.

Life before going into care

| think 1 was born in B England, but I don’t remember a thing about my
childhood. | know that | was put into a convent as a young child and that | was sent
to Australia as a child migrant in 1952, but | was never aware | had any family
whatsoever until 1996, when | was contacted by my Uncle-

When | got to the age of about sixteen or seventeen, | tried to forget everything that
had happened to me as a child. [ felt that I'd had to start my life over when | came to

Australia, so | pushed it out of my memory.

| have since found out that my mother was_ and all | know of

my father is that he was a New Zealander. None of the family | later spoke to would
say much about him at all. My mother and father were not married and | learned that
my mother died when | was two years old. | know nothing about whether | had any

brothers or sisters.

When my mother died, one of my aunts was going to look after me, but she had just
had a baby that died. The Catholic priest told her that it would be better if | went into
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Once those passengers that were staying in WA disembarked at Fremantle, the ship
carried on to Melbourne. When we arrived a lot of the other boys went straight on to
Tasmania, but_ and | had to stay in Melbourne and be quarantined for
a few days.

We had all our clothes taken off us and we had to go through some special liquid to
be fumigated. We were given some clothes to wear and then we went through a
whole lot of medical tests. Apparently there had been a lot of cattle at the home we
had been at in Scotland and they were worried that we might be carrying foot and

mouth disease.

Life in care — Australia
John Bosco Boys’ Town, Glenorchy, Tasmania
General

John Bosco Boys’ Town was run by the Salesians Brothers, a Catholic organisation
and had only been open since 1945. It was out in the countryside near Hobart,
where there was a lot of bush and it was very basic. There was a lot of farmland.

We were the first boarders at Boys' Town, although they used to also bring local
boys in to the school there. The boys ranged in ages from about nine or ten and

apparently | was the oldest one.

The staff were all Brothers and Priests and | don't think there was a great lot of them

for the amount of boys that were there. Those whose names | remember are Father

Father [ Father RSN 2nd Brother [} who was American.

Father was in charge when | first came and then Fathertook over.
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although it wasn't my choice, | wasn’t allowed to go to the school. Quite a few of the

other boys were in the same position as me.

| spent too much time on the farm and in the orchard instead of in the classrooms

and when | left school | couldn’t even spell my own name.
Healthcare

There was no dental care whatsoever. | did have a couple of nights in hospital after
my nose was broken when | was accidentally hit with the ball while we were playing

cricket. Other than that, | don't recall much about healthcare.
Work

Father worked on the farm and | got on very well with him. | spent most of

my time on the farm instead of going to school, but | never got paid for it.
Birthdays and Christmas

There were no birthday celebrations and very little was done at Christmas in my first
year at Boys’ Town. Things changed the second year a little bit, in that they used to

billet us out to different families in the community for the holidays.

| went to people by the name of Breen, who | got on pretty well with. The second
time | went at Christmas | really enjoyed it, but a couple of days after Christmas Mrs

Breen died suddenly.

| went back to Boys’ Town and they tried to send me to other people, but | bluntly
refused. | had lost my mother and father and now | was just getting to know
somebody and I'd lost them too. | was determined | wasn'’t going to another family

no matter what anybody said.
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Bed wetting

| think quite a few boys had problems with bed wetting, although | did not. The
brothers used to deal with it by rubbing the boys’ noses in it.

Abuse at John Bosco Boys’ Town

The Brothers were very strict and punishments were by the strap, which was leather,
or the cane. They never used anything else, but you wouldn’t want much more. |
often saw boys being hit by all the different Brothers.

I was only hit twice, although | should have maybe got it more often because | was
pretty blunt as a kid. Once | deserved it and another time | consider | didn’t. That
particular time | got blamed for something | didn’t do and Father came up

from behind me and whacked me hard.

| will never know how Father didn’t kill one lad a few weeks after we got to
Boys’ Town. The lad was a French boy who came over at the same time as us and

whose mother didn't even know he had been sent over.

This lad always had on a nice thick coat and Fathertold him several times
to take it off. Eventually, in front of everybody, Fathe il beat this lad so badly
with his open hand, all over his body, that | was sure he was going to kill him. | don’t

know how this boy’s mother found out, but she did and the boy was sent back.

Brother [ERIIII WWas a real brute of a man. He used to do body building and he
picked me up by one hand one day and threw me up against a concrete wall. He
had no reason for doing it, he was just that type of bloke. He liked to show his

authority and even the other brothers and priests were frightened of him.
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| wasn’t the only one. | reckon that if the thirty-nine boys who came over from Britain
were asked, almost all would say they got the same treatment from Brothe

| would say he would have a go at somebody at least once a week.

| did not see any inappropriate behaviour of a sexual nature, although | was aware of
it. | was never sexually abused, because | wasn't backwards at coming forwards,
but some of the other boys told me that they were. Quite a few of the other boys
would talk of different Brothers going into the showers and the toilets with them. |
would have known who the Brothers were at the time, but | wouldn't have a clue who

they were now.

Reporting of abuse at John Bosco Boys’ Town

Quite a few boys had to get medical treatment as a result of their being beaten by
the Brothers, but nothing ever happened to change the way the Brothers behaved.

There was nobody to go to and even if we had, they would just deny it.

Leaving John Bosco Boys’ Town

When | turned sixteen | had to leave and | was sent up to a farm on the west coast of
Tasmania. | was up there for a month working on the farm, but it was just so lonely.
| couldn’t settle down because I'd been around heaps of other children all my life up

till then and up at the farm it was just the farmer and his wife.

| left and tried to go back to Boys’ Town but they wouldn’t take me back. | was put

under the social service and they looked after me until | was twenty-one.

The social service found me somewhere to board, but it was very poor, | was sports
mad and | wanted to play football and cricket and | was in the surf club, but the
family weren't interested in sports at all. They tried to stop me from playing and for
the twelve months | was in that house | never got one evening meal. | would be out
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Other information

None of the homes are in existence now and the people are not around today, so
where do we go from here?

Boys’ Town has had about four different names over the years and is now called
Dominic College and has an old scholars association. For a long time | wouldn’t
have anything to do with them, but we sent our son -there and | thought I'd get
a little bit involved with them. | don’t have anything to do with them whatsoever now
though.

The Principal of the school now, Beth Gilligan, has done a tremendous amount of
work for the child migrants. She got everyone together for the commemoration of
the sixtieth anniversary of our arrival at Boys’ Town and went through all the boys’
histories. | don’t think there was much for her to look into for me and other than her,

nobody was interested whatsoever.

| went along and met up with a few of the other Iads_. I've always felt though that |

had my own life to live and | was never one for mixing once | left.

There is a plaque at the school praising what Father QI did. but every time |

went there | always point out that there are two sides to every story.
| think coming to Australia was probably the best thing that happened to me, |
couldnt possibly live in Britain. | have my own house with plenty room to roam

around and | enjoy my life here in Tasmania.

I have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence

to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.




