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Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

Support person present:

vty name s (Y " e o bitn is I 19+46. My

contact details are known to the Inquiry.

Life before going into care

| have no memories of life before going into care. Through the Child Migrant Trust |

now understand that my father was called_ who was born in 1910

and died in 1977. My mother was called - and she was born -1910
and died-1979.

Life in care — Nazareth House, Aberdeen

1 understand that | went in to Nazareth House just three days before | turned five which
would be 1951. | know that from some records that | managed to
obtain. | think | got them by writing to the child immigration people that sent us out
here. Really the only memories that | have of being there are that a lady used to come

and take me out. She used to take me to a house.

Prior to that, I've no idea where | was. | have a|jj called- but | don't

remembel_being there. Maybe it was an all-girls home.
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Migration
Selection/information

All | remember was them taking us up to a room, | think my brother-was with
me and a lady said, “Do you want to go to Australia?” | don't know who the lady was.
She asked if we liked apples and bananas and told us that there were bananas and
apples on the trees in Australia. | said, “Oh yeah, I'll go there”. It could have been
round the block for all | know, | genuinely didn't know where Australia was. That is my

first recollection of my_ | don’t remember ever meeting -

before that.

They just called us in and said, ‘-and do you want to go to

Australia and by the way your name will now be [ here was no expianation
as to why our name was to be changed to -l just accepted that | had a-
-called- it was just another bit of information being given to me. When
| was told about the name -I had no idea that this was my father's name.

Leaving Scotland

We left Aberdeen on Monday_1955. | don't remember how we got from
Aberdeen to England, | just remember that it was freezing cold. They told us that we
would be travelling to England where we would meet up with some other children. We
would then all be traveling together to Australia. | think when we arrived in England we
met four more children. They were two Irish and two English children.

The ship that was taking us to Australia was called ‘The Strathaird’. From records |
have now seen, | believe it sailed from London to Sydney. It departed _
1955 and it was due to arrive in Sydney on_ 1955.

| remember the meals on the ship being really good. From my records | understand
that each child had to have their own suitcase. | also remember the records saying

that we should have ‘light clothing for the tropics’ and ‘warmer clothing for the first half
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There were nuns there supervising the meals all the time. One of the nuns called Sister
used to walk around with a bell in her hand. If you ever slouched, she would
dig you in the back with the wooden handle of the bell to make you sit up straight. It

was quite painful.
Bedtimes

In my girls only dormitory there were lots of little beds lined up next to each other. The
girls in my dormitory were all of a similar age. | think there were thirty to forty girls who
slept there and a little alcove was at the end where a nun slept. The nun who
supervised us was called Sister She was in charge of the dormitory.
There were no lockers or private space for you to keep any personal stuff. Not that we
had anything anyway. We just had beds. | think we just hung our clothes over the end
of the bed.

As a young girl we went to bed at around 7:00 pm. As we got older around thirteen,
and | became a ‘working girl’ at the home we were allowed to go to bed a bit later.

Partly that was because we were working till later.

Washing and bathing/Hygiene

You would have a bath every day which the nuns would supervise. The nuns were
probably just there to make sure you were sitting in the cold water because there was
no hot water. The soap was made at the home, it was kerosene soap. You had to boil
it all up and lay it out. Then you had to cut it into blocks. But everyone got a bath and
it was different water because we had plenty of cold water. | think we had our own
towels. | don’t even know what time of day it was that we had baths, | think it may have

been after school.
There were two toilets at the end of the dormitory on a veranda. They didn’t have doors

or anything, just cloth screens. The bathing was further down in another building.

There were hand basins, toilets and a bath. The only time the girls were allowed hot
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time. | remember that they were called It wasn't a good

experience.

Some of the kids had good experiences when they went to stay with families. One
family that | did stay with was a good experience. | can’t remember their name but at
Christmas time they asked me what | wanted for Christmas. | asked them for a bottle
of Blue Swan ink because we had dipping pens and | was used to us making our own
ink at the orphanage. The one we made was a black powder. But | knew you could
buy this commercial blue ink and | asked for it and they gave it to me. | thought this
was so good. When | went back | had to hand all my presents back in to the nuns.
However | managed to keep back my precious bottle of blue ink which | hid. But |
couldn't ever use it because it was blue and the nuns would know. It dried up and got

hard so it was ruined.

You really never dared not to hand your gifts back to the nuns. I'd taken a real risk with
the ink. The nuns would use the surrendered gifts to hand out again the next year, on
this one day which was called the ‘Birthday Day’. Nobody’s actual birthday was ever
celebrated, it was just this one day, a day off school. We never went anywhere though.
There were no additional gifts given out, just the ones that they had confiscated before.
It wasn't your specific gift you got back either, it could have been anybody’s gift.

Not everybody went to a family at the holidays. For instance | had refused to go back
to the because | knew they just wanted me to work for them. The nuns
had a holiday place near the beach where they used to go called Emu Park and it was
better to go there with the nuns than to a family that made you work. | think the option
not to go with a family was only available to you as you got older. When you were
younger it was ‘tough luck, off you go'. | finished school when | was thirteen so | got a

little bit more leeway because | was working at the orphanage by then.
One good thing about Emu Park was that you could go and pick mangos from the
trees. You'd be told ‘Don’t come back with mango sores or you'll get belted’. When

you picked the mangos the juice used to run up your arm and you can get sores from

it. That was good fun though and you could go to the beach.
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Schooling

The school was in the grounds of the home. The school day was from about 9:00 am,
just a normal school day. The teaching was done by different nuns. One nun who was
a big woman called SisterWe called her -, and she used to sit there
with a cane getting fed up if you got answers wrong. Because | needed glasses |
couldn't see the board so | was eventually moved up to the back of the class with the
‘dunces’. Once | was there | definitely couldn’t see anything and therefore | had no
chance of learning anything. | did tell the nuns that | couldn't see anything but they
didn’t care.

They did a lot of singing at the school. They sent some of us to the Eisteddfod, which
is a music festival. They sem_there because he was a really
good singer. He won a lot of prizes for them because of his singing.-was also

very clever, he didn't need glasses.

You were only schooled until about thirteen or fourteen at the orphanage then you
would go off to a college. The girls went to the Range College. When you finished the
school at the home you did a State exam. The nuns then used to take the girls into
town to get measured up for these quite nice uniforms to go to college. Anyway, |
never got measured up for a uniform, | thought they'd forgotten to take me. But then
they told me that | wasn’t going because | was a ‘dunce’ and that | would stay at the

orphanage and begin working there.

To this day no one has ever officially told me why | wasn’t going to college. | didn't
have any glasses so schooling at the home did nothing for me. | | | | NI brother
was very clever so he went on to a college where he boarded. He did very well, he
was a smart boy.- would write letters back to the Mother Superior with updates.
She called me in one time to see his letters and to say how well he was doing. | told
her that | couldn’t see it to read it. She just said to me, “You need glasses”. After all
that time with me asking for glasses and the nuns ignoring me they were now
acknowledging that | had eye problems. By this stage my education had finished and

| was seventeen.
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as a ‘working girl’ at the home. Between the age of thirteen and eighteen, you got jobs
like working in the laundry. There was a big boiler there and all of the washing was
done at the orphanage. The girls would do all the washing and then hang it out on the
clothes line. If you didn’t get the qualifications to go to High School you stayed there
and the girls became what was termed ‘working girls’. There was plenty of hot water
for the washing, just not for the kids.

About twice a year the ‘working girls’ got given a bit of money and we got to go
shopping in Rockhampton. We could buy what we wanted. The nuns took us into town
and then they would come and pick us up. We had slightly better clothes when we
were working and we could buy clothes as well. We could buy proper pants, proper

underwear. | think this was instead of giving us any pay.

You would get given your area to work in and | worked for a while in the preshytery
because there was a priest called Fathethat lived there. | used to clean the
house, | also went to the kitchen to pick up his meals and bring them up to the
presbytery. He got great meals, different from the kids and what he didn't eat | ate. He
got nice food with bread and butter and nice sweets. It was all made in the same

kitchen as where the children’s food was made.

Fathewas okay to me but there was a lot of talk amongst the kids that he

molested the boys. | never saw that though.

The nuns got better food as well. There were girls whose job it was to get their food

and take it up to the convent. There was nice bread and jam, cereal and tea.

| would also take Father [(MMMIIII dirty clothes down to the laundry where they got
washed. | would go and pick them up when they were clean, take them back and pack

them away for him. | did this from about thirteen or fourteen onwards.

However even when you were young you had work to do. The dormitories had polished
floors and the kids were expected to keep the floors shiny. To do this we used blankets.
One kid would sit on the blanket and the other would pull them along. Then they would

swap over.
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99. | was working at the vets at the time and they were so kind. | had no money and they

arranged for[JJfJand | to fly down to care for [Jlfifand they covered the cost i}
and | ended up staying for a while to try and help- get sorted out.

100. -was such a clever young man and he had such promise but the stories were
that visitors to the orphanage like the Rotary and others had been sexually abusing
some of the children and-was one of the boys who had fallen prey to those
men. These men used to take the boys down the creek and give them cigarettes and
there were always rumours about what they were doing with the boys. - has
said that things went on and | think these things preyed on his mind down the years.
One of the men was called Mr [l and | think the priest called Father |l 25
well. It was all around that- had been sexually abused.

101. 1 think -took to drink to push memories out of his mind. Then in the course of
his life, things just haven’t worked out for him. -was smart as a young man
though. He could have been Prime Minister of Australia. Everything just fell apart.

Other action taken

102. I've never taken any action against anyone in relation to what happened to myself or
- I've always just tried to get on with my life. It wasn’t Gordon Brown’s fault that
we got sent to Australia anyway.

Child Migrant Trust and family fracing

103. | started writing to the Child Migrants Trust in the late eighties. | had initially tried
through the Salvation Army when | was in Richmond to trace my Scottish family. |
needed a birth certificate and | had no papers. | was writing to Catholic immigration
people and they were just saying that there was nothing that they could tell me other
than, ‘You're parents weren’'t married and your mother was a waitress and your father

was a chair maker’. | was very cross about the way they had dealt with me. | wrote
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| hope that the Public Inquiry will help people recognise that it wasn't just English
children who were sent to Australia. There were many Scottish children as well. | know
that Scottish children were sent to Rhodesia and Canada. | hope the Inquiry will help

these people be heard as well.

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence

to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.
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