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21.

22.

23.

24.

caring in their interpretation of their roles. | remember that Paul Williams put
considerable effort into training his prefects.

Day to day running of the school

| was never involved in the day to day running of the school, other than being on duty
in boarding houses. In Rogerson East | would be on duty from 7.00 pm - 10.00 pm in
the evenings on Tuesdays and Thursdays. In Evans | was also on duty one evening
per week as well as being on duty on either Saturday or Sunday night. This involved
being responsible for call overs and there was a clear policy whereby the Deputy
Head was to be phoned if a boy missed call over.

| think | can be confident that, if any child was being abused or ill-treated, it would
have come to light at or around the time it was occurring. The Housemasters were
very diligent and really did know their boys very well and saw a great deal of them
every single day. Pastoral issues were discussed frequently with house tutors. From
my perspective as an ordinary teacher, Merchiston was a small school in terms of
the numbers of boys and the site. You got to know them well and certainly picked up
changes in mood etc.

Concerns about the school

To my knowledge, the school was never the subject of concern, in school or to any
external body or agency, or any other person, because of the way in which children
and young people in the school were treated

I am not aware of such concerns about the school but if there were, my gut instinct is
that Housemasters and the Deputy Head would have been the front line as regards
reporting to parents.
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34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

Tutors were encouraged to look out for the welfare of their charges at all times and |
was certainly aware of the need to report issues upwards had | ever come across
any.

The only occasion | was aware of concerns related to In

response to this a group of staff took these concerns to the Senior Management. |
was not actually part of the group that went to the Senior Management as | was
involved in the Understanding Industry Course that day but | had made it clear to
colleagues that | shared their concerns and would be prepared to pass on any
information that was requested.

External monitoring

| remember that we were inspected whilst Andrew Hunter was head. An HMI
inspection perhaps? | honestly don’t recall if they spoke with children, whether
individually or in a group. As well as this | don’t know if staff were present. | think |
was spoken to about the History department and the academic side of the school. |
don’t think | was spoken to about my pastoral role. In relation to feedback, | was only
aware of the usual inspection report.

Record-keeping

I'm afraid that | have nothing to offer in respect of the school’s policy on record-
keeping, record-keeping in practice, and the quality of the records as a source of
information. My personal records were the usual marks. | cannot remember reports
being copied, they were all done by hand. Other than the issue. I
was not involved in any allegation of abuse. As a peripheral figure in that issue | was
not privy to the nature of record keeping.

If there was an existing policy on record-keeping by staff at the school, and if they
provided adequate information about how children had been treated in practice, and
whether children had been reporting what they considered to be abuse, ill-treatment
or inappropriate conduct, none of this rings a bell, I'm afraid. Again, that doesn’t
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39.

40.

41.

mean that it didn’t happen. It may simply be that | don’t remember now over twenty
three years after | arrived.

Investigations into abuse — personal involvement

| was on one occasion rather distantly involved in an investigation on behalf of the
school into an allegation of abuse or ill-treatment of children at the school or into
inappropriate behaviour by staff or others towards children.

I had on one occasion seen RS 2 fe!low teacher act oddly towards a
boy during a social event. The boy, | think his name was ||| ] ] was rather
the worse for wear and was sitting in an arm chair in his kilt with his legs spread
apart, seemingly oblivious to the oddity of what he was doing. | was a fair distance
away but saw that I seemed to make a deliberate point of sitting on the
floor so that he could look up the kilt of the boy. This must have happened in 1999, |
think. | cannot put a date on this and, to be fair, it may have been innocuous but | do
remember it troubling me to the extent that | mentioned it, to, | think, Alex Anderson.
Kevin John Alexander Anderson (known as Alex). An RS teacher and Housemaster
of Evans in my time at Merchiston.

It transpired that a number of colleagues had similar concerns regarding

= and the decision was made to take this issue to the Senior
Management one morning. SESIlland Chispa Prini-Garcia are people |

remember being involved. As it happened, | was not able to be part of the meeting
that took place with the Senior Management as | was involved that morning with the
fifth form ‘Understanding Industry’ course. | had made it clear though that | shared
the concerns of my colleagues and would be prepared to say so to the senior
management. My memories of the aftermath of this are vague. | recall Nigel Rickard
Deputy Head speaking to us to tell us that he had spoken to RSl 2nd the
latter being described as “fey”, i.e. given to losing track of things, staring into the
distance in a world of his own. I left Merchiston the following term and [ESSIEGEGzG
remained in post, with a rather difficult atmosphere in the Common Room as a result.
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42.  Not having been at the actual meeting with the HM over gl it is hard for me to
judge how well it had been handled at that stage. In my very junior position, |
suppose that | assumed that matters had been handled professionally and correctly.
| remember a meeting with Nigel Rickard when the “fey” comment was made but
nothing beyond this. | don’t know whether those more deeply involved were spoken
to again.

43. Looking back now, | am very surprised that | wasn't spoken to one-to-one. Things
would be dealt with very differently today, | am sure.

Reports of abuse and civil claims

44. | was never involved in the handling of reports to, or civil claims made against the
school by former pupils, concerning historical abuse.

Police investigations/ criminal proceedings
| never became aware of police investigations into alleged abuse at the school. |
have never given a statement to the police or the Crown concerning alleged abuse of
children cared for at the school. I've never given evidence at a trial concerning
alleged abuse of children cared for at the school.
Convicted abusers

45. 1don’t know if any person who worked at the school was convicted of the abuse of a
child or children at the school. | have never heard of Torquil Johnson-Ferguson and

as such | have never had any personal dealings with him.

Specific alleged abusers

46. | recall James Rainy Brown, RGN - - <

were all at Merchiston during my three years at the school. At the time Rainy Brown
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47.

48.

49.

50.

51.

and 23 were perhaps in their sixties and [ jwould possibly be in his
fifties.

Rainy Brown had been the Pringle Housemaster before my time. When | worked at
Merchiston he was still heavily involved in Pringle life, teaching, sport and social

activities. 253 was the ||l 2~ 232 former o
subsequently became a under Andrew Hunter.

All three were simply colleagues to me. | had no formal and precise working
relationships or links with them. Rainy Brown was a very distant figure indeed,
spending most of his time in Pringle. The other two were around the place and |
would pass the time of day with them but | never worked alongside them in a formal

manner on a particular project or role.

Rainy Brown always struck me as a very peculiar man indeed. Fanatically devoted to
the School, Edinburgh and Scotland. Almost childlike in his enthusiasms and his
willingness to offer activities for the Pringle boys. A ball of energy, but not my cup of
tea at all. If nothing else, he had a clear distrust of people from the South of England
and had what | felt was a rather contrived eccentricity. He clearly also had no time
for females, referring to them, | believe, as the “enemy” and spoke about visiting
girls’ schools as going into the “lair of the enemy”.

Sl was a distant and rather snobbish man but capable of humour and of being
pleasant company when the mood suited him. S Was @ personable and
friendly man but with a strange aversion to matters of personal hygiene, a trait that
was picked up on by the boys frequently.

| didn't know any of the three of them very well at all. | saw very little of Rainy Brown
in my three years, given that he spent most of his time at Pringle. | saw rather more
of EZlland ZSSI oiven that they spent more time in the common room but
my relationship with them never went beyond that of colleagues. | wouldn’t say that |
was friends with them although my dealings with them were friendly. -was
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52.

53.

54.

55.

56.

just starting at Oxford reading History so we had something in common there and
spoke about this on occasion.

| did see all three of them with children. Where Rainy Brown was concerned, this
would be seeing him take sports practices. On these occasions there always
appeared to be plenty of fun and Rainy Brown was at the heart of it. | cannot recall
seeing him with children in an academic context or in Pringle. | suppose | must have
seenwith children around and about the place but not in a way that gave me
any reason to think anything was amiss. Other than the RESIfferisode set out
above, his relations with pupils in my presence were warm and friendly and gave no
cause for concern on my part. It was clear though that there was a good deal of
laughter behind his back on the part of pupils, given his personal hygiene issues.

| sawgZZ3lreprimand boys a couple of times over dress infringements. Certainly
nothing that | felt was an issue. He was perfectly professional. | didn’t see Rainy

Brown or RSl ciscipline any of the boys.

I never saw Rainy Brown or gZZ§ljlabuse any of the children. In relation to
DXP only the episode recounted above.

| did not hear of Rainy Brown andabusing children. Although Rainy Brown was
clearly an odd man in many ways and a fanatical believer in what | suppose might be
called an “active and outward bound childhood” | certainly never saw him abuse a
child and never heard of him doing so. As detailed above, a number of colleagues
had concerns regarding ZSSIl that led to the eventual meeting with the Senior
Management. | think that one person had a recollection of seeing another episode
similar to mine, in the sense of looking up a boy’s kilt. | think that this may have
taken place on a coach coming back from a social event but | cannot be certain.

Helping the Inquiry

The lessons that can be learned to protect children in a boarding school, now and in

the future are the dissemination of formal policies and the putting on of formal and

13



DocuSign Envelope ID: 0C992A66-B610-4EDS-BA22-C3527C511907

o7.

58.

regular training for all staff. Looking back now after nearly a quarter of a century, with
the benefit of being able to compare a modern school with the Merchiston of 1997-
2000, it does strike me that Merchiston was rather light on these things. Certainly,
when | moved to Wellington College it was immediately apparent that there was far
more formality and precision in this sort of thing.

A few years ago | was contacted by someone from Scotland about this issue. | don't
recall the background or formal role of the person | spoke to. Two phone conversations
took place and | told this person the same information as is included in this statement.
| was not required to sign anything and have had no communication from this source
since.

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence
to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.
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