Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

Support person present: No

My name isMy date of birth is-1981. My contact details are

known to the Inquiry.

Background

| am a qualified teacher of [ il ' notd 2l 2c = MPhit in I

-from the University of Edinburgh. | gained my Professional Graduate Diploma
in Education (PGDE) at the University of Edinburgh. | completed my probationary

teaching year at ||| GG cost Lothian. From_2008, |

was employed as a teacher of- at Merchiston Castie School. In || NN
2015 | was employed as head of-at-School. Surrey. My employment

at -School ended around _2015. | am not currently registered

with the General Teaching Council for Scotland.

Employment with Merchiston Castle School

Roles and responsibilities

| was employed at Merchiston Castle School from [l 2008 to I 2015 =5

a teacher of [ i} ! tevont junior[JjjjJJ} GcsENGCSE, higher-, AS and A2

classes. During my time at the school, | was employed in various positions in addition

to my teaching post.
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48.

49,

50.

Investigations into abuse - personal involvement

| was involved in an investigation on behalf of the school into allegations of abuse of
a child whilst on a school trip. Some time after the death of James Rainy Brown a
junior school pupil alleged to his parents that during a school trip to an outdoor centre,
led by James Rainy Brown, the leader of the outdoor centre asked the boy to shower
naked and watched him doing so. The parents reported this to the school and the
school reported this to the police and the Care Inspectorate.

Police Investigations/criminal proceedings

| became aware of police investigations into the alleged abuse at the school only after
the death of James Rainy Brown. Allegations were made of inappropriate behaviour
by James Rainy Brown to primary school pupils during extra-curricular/ free time. |
have not given evidence at any trial concerning alleged abuse of children cared for at
the school. Other than in respect of the matters contained in Section B of the s.21

notice served on me | Ve not

given a statement concerning alleged abuse of children cared for at the school.

Specific alleged abusers

| am aware the Inquiry has received evidence of allegations about staff and others
who may have been employed at the school at the same time as me, and | have been
asked questions about my knowledge of each individual.

DXP

In relation tol did not know this individual.
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James Rainy Brown

| recall James Rainy Brown. He was at the school when | started in 2008 and | was
still at the school when he died. He would have been aged in his 60’s to 70's. He
worked in the primary school and | had no contact with him. As far as | am aware he
was very traditional, although | did not know him. | believe he was well liked by the
pupils. The only time | saw him with children was in the distance in the school grounds.
As a result | cannot comment on how he interacted with the children and | never saw
him discipline any child. | never witnessed him abuse any child. The first | heard any
suggestion that James Rainy Brown had abused a child was after his death.

| have limited knowledge of He would have been in his forties and was
the housemaster of the primary school for a year or two whilst | was there. | had no
contact with him so don't know anything about him or what he was like. | never saw
him with children so never saw how he interacted with or how he disciplined children.
| never saw him discipline or abuse any child, nor did | hear of him abusing any child.

QZA

Torquil Johnston-Ferguson

Torquil Johnston-Ferguson had involvement with outward bound camps. | never met
him.

Lessons to be Learned

| have no comment to make in relation to the lessons that can be learned to protect
children in a boarding school now and in the future.
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Other information

All information provided is true to the best of my knowledge, understanding and belief.
| believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

Signed....

Dated.......... [ SL@ 1Y o Wy N
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