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Police Investigations/criminal proceedings/convicted abusers

| was unaware of any police investigations into alleged abuse at the school, nor | am |
aware of any convicted abusers.

Specific allegations of abuse

S was hehb from 1984 to 1986. Loretto

Junior School was seen as an independent Prep School with its own Chair and
Committee of Governors, upon which the Headmaster and the Bursar of Loretto Senior
School also sat.

He was an experienced school master and a very talented and weII-known- who
was notably supported in his Loretto Junior School responsibilities by his admirable

and highly regarded wife -
was and Housemaster of Loretto Junior School from

1984 to 1991. He was well-known on the Prep School circuit, somewhat eccentric and
seen as running a tight ship in Newfield House as Housemaster.

| saw both and regulariy when visiting the Junior

School for lunch but the relationship was one of respect at a distance from the Senior
School. | only saw them in public settings such as the Junior School Dining Hall, school
matches on occasions, school Chapel Services or when my wife and | were invited to
the Junior School Plays or Concerts.

Both were considered to be rather old fashioned school masters, perhaps of a different

era. They had a firm, no nonsense approach to discipline.
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115. They were very friendly and keen to be seen to do a good job, to recruit well and to

116.

117

118.

119.

send well-rounded individuals and contributors to the Senior School. Both were seen
to be ‘characters’ in their own way.

There were reports of unusual punishments issued by which
emanated on the grapevine and which began to cause concern. | remember hearing
on one occasion that he had, as a punishment, told a pupil to eat leaves. | had no
reports ofand his discipline which at the time others would have
considered 'firm but fair'. This being 36 years ago, | cannot remember in detail but | do

recall the Bursar and | sharing thoughts thatappeared unduly
stressed.

Reports of issues in the Nippers in the mid-1980s

The process of reporting would be to the Headmaster of the Nippers (Junior School)
which saw itself, and was seen by parents, as a stand-alone Prep School.

As Headmaster of the Senior School | had an umbrella role as Headmaster of Loretto
with overall responsibility to the Board of Governors.

There were concerns about and what might be termed as erratic
behaviour, moody, anxious, not in good form. If memory serves me correctly, the
Bursar also had regular weekly lunches within the Junior School Dining Hall

followed by coffee Wlth and- _ (the residence of the
. The main concern was of emotional and erratic behaviour

- 'wasof the Junior School unwell?'

As time went by | became increasingly concerned fors health and well-being
and for the pupils and staff in the Junior School. Reports, largely unspecific but
similarly concerned, were also coming in from the Bursar, the Deputy Head and the
Director of Studies from their visits to the Junior School.
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| raised the matter with the Governor Chair of the Junior School Committee and with
the Chair of Governors. It was not long thereafter that, as a full Board of Governors
appointee,was interviewed by the Chair of the Governors and by the Chair of
the Junior School Committee.

Following that meeting, it was decided thatshould retire on health grounds.
The Governors and came to an amicable agreement upon departure

within which it was presumed that and his wife -were, given

the circumstances of his ill health, willing parties.

After a period of recovery, did not return to the teaching profession. As
mentioned, he was a brilliant and gifted [} highly regarded in the |JJjij worid
which interests would have early sustained him following his departure. Upon the
recovery of his health, he later decided to offer himself as a-of the Church of
Scotland towards which he studied at the University of Edinburgh.

Reports of bullying in the late 1980s/early 1990s

As hitherto described pupils were encouraged to report bullying or inappropriate
behaviour between pupils, such reports could be made to House or School Prefects,
to their personal Tutor, Resident House Tutor or Housemaster/Housemistress. The
School Chaplain was also readily available.

Staff reporting of bullying or serious concern of such would normally be made in the
first instance to the Housemaster/Housemistress, who would then investigate the
matter and discuss further proceedings with the Headmaster.

My own role was to be there for the pupil or the pupils concerned, for the reporting

member of staff and for the Housemaster/Housemistress who was either informing me
of his/her action taken or bringing the matter to me for discussion and decision.
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