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Plenary, 07 Feb 2008

[The Presiding Officer opened the meeting at 09:15]

-] Survivors of Institutional Abuse

The Presiding Officer (Alex Fergusson):
The first item of business is a statement by Adam Ingram on support for survivors of historical in-
care and institutional abuse. The minister will take questions at the end of his statement and there
should therefore be no interventions.

The Minister for Children and Early Years (Adam Ingram):
The determination of the Scottish Government to improve the life chances of children who are
looked after is well documented. We all acknowledge that there are no easy fixes and that
achieving fundamental change will take years. However, in many areas, there is tangible progress.

That said, we cannot forget the physical, emotional and sexual abuse of children that took place in
Scotland's residential establishments. The issue has been a running sore in Scotland's history of
taking care of children who could not live at home. The pain and trauma of those experiences were
eloquently and bravely set out by survivors in their petitions to the Scottish Parliament. The cross-
party group on survivors of childhood sexual abuse plays a crucial role by reminding us of
survivors' concems.

My statement today sets out the progress that we are making to improve the support that is
available for survivors of in-care and institutional abuse. | make it clear that this statement is made
on behalf of the whole Scottish Government. My ministerial colleagues and | cover the range of
survivors' interests and, collectively, we are determined to work closely with our partners to achieve
real change.

Survivors' commitment and action led, in 2004, to the then First Minister's apology for the abuse
committed. He put in place a raft of work to get to the heart of how that abuse happened and to
help us understand how we could prevent abuse on such a scale from recurring. One important
area of work is the review that was led by independent expert Tom Shaw and which published, in
November 2007, the document "Historical Abuse Systemic Review: Residential Schools and
Children's Homes in Scotland 1950 to 1995".

The Scottish Government is pleased to accept the recommendations of the Shaw review in full.
There are a few differences in the detail of some of our proposals for taking forward the
recommendations, but there is nothing that will affect their substance or intent.

In relation to Shaw's recommendation on the introduction of support services for in-care abuse
survivors, | am pleased to inform Parliament of recent developments. Within the context of
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scrutiny and accountability function. | welcome that.

+| Commercial Forestry

+| Question Time

+| First Minister's Question Time

+| Question Time

+| Local Government Finance (Scotland) Order 2008

+| Housing (Scotland) Act 2006 (Prescribed Documents) Regulations 2008 (Draft)
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+| Edinburgh Park Railway Station



