Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

FAK

Support person present: Yes

My date of birth is - 1962. My contact details are known to the Inquiry.

Life before going into care

My mother was mixed race. Her father was a black doctor who had gotten her mother
pregnant and took off. A mixed race baby would have been a scandal for my mother’s
parents at the time, so they sent her away to Grangemouth when she was born to be
brought up by an aunty and her husband. They were both alcoholics so my mother
didn’t have much of an upbringing.

My mother, whose name is_on my birth certificate, was fourteen years
old when she got pregnant with me. She was sent to a home for unmarried mothers in
Dundee, which is where | was born. My birth father is not named on my birth certificate.

| was put up for adoption when | was born because my birth mother wasn't fit to look
after me.

| first went to a couple in Alloa when | was a few weeks old. They intended to adopt
me but the woman got leukaemia and | was placed back into care.

| was then fostered by the- family when | was only three months old. | ended up
staying with them and they adopted me when | was eight years old.
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Religion

My dad wasn't religious but my mum had been brought up to go to church. All the kids
went with her to church every Sunday, dressed in our Sunday best, and we also went
to Sunday school. It was just normal life to me.

| was baptised again when | was eight years old after being adopted, with my adopted

name.

Abuse at the-

My mum’s dad, started abusing me before | had started school. He
lived with his wife in _at the opposite end of the street from us.

| called them gran and grandad. My gran had dementia and leukaemia, so my mum
used to go round to their house every morning to help my gran wash and dress, and
to help them with chores. | hadn’t started school yet so my mum would take me with
her.

My mum and me would go back to our own house at lunch time and then back to my
gran and grandfather’s house in the afternoon.

If the weather was nice, my mum would take my gran out. | would usually go with them,
but my mum would leave me behind with my grandfather if my gran was being
challenging.

| get flashbacks of the abuse and remember specific things. | remember he used to
bake scones and | was in the kitchen with him one day. | was standing on a stool or
step washing dishes and he was standing behind me. | remember being aware of his
breath being quite close and me wriggling to get away. It started when | was about
four years old.
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Young children are not likely to talk about their abuse, so psychologists should work
with social workers. They would be able to pick up on non-verbal signs and any
changes in a child. There should be a multi-disciplinary team working with children.

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence

to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

FAK

Signed..
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