Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

HKY

Support person present: No

My name is . My date of birth is-‘[935. | am 85 years of

age.
Background

My mother and father came from Dundee. My father was called -and my

mother was - They bought a dairy in _ in Crieff and we lived
above the shop. | had an older sister, - brother-and a younger sister,-.
There were five years between all of us. My siblings are deceased now. My mother

‘ruled the roost’ in the house. We moved into the house next door in 1943. It had plenty

of room. It was called ||| Gz

Everything was okay at home. However, trouble with brother started as | was put into
a double bed with him. He raped me repeatedly over a significant period of time. He
made threats of violence. We inherited an elderly maid from the previous occupant,
Doctor |l She washed all linen in of the basement. It was before washing

machines, so my mother would not have been aware.

As time went on, all that happened was a glass panel was screwed to wall evidently
to protect wallpaper from body fluids as my side of bed was against wall. There was
no escape. Eventually | was given a single bed without the true reason being known

as | was too scared of violence, which was no stranger to me.
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There was a teacher called He was quite a young - teacher, probably
aged around 25 to thirty. He used to parade around with a two and a half foot cane. If
you passed him and he didn’t think you were walking fast enough, you got whacked

with the cane on the backside. He was very aggressive.

| think they had to bring in wood work and metal work into the school curriculum. They
built a prefab outside the main building. As a result, they brought in a wood work
teacher. | can’t remember his name. He had formerly been an RAF serviceman. One
day the whole class were tormenting him, saying things like, “we have servants doing
what you're trying to teach us.” They would refuse to do as he was instructing them
and he had no control over them. He was getting the same attitude from the pupils
that | experienced. He told me that he had been ostracised by the other teachers from
the outset. The pupils had followed suit. | think because he hadn’t come into teaching

the traditional way.

| find that upsetting to talk about because it always brings back to me a line of thought
which is still with me regarding future brother in law who returned from a Japanese

prisoner of war camp to Crieff as basically a living skeleton.

The daily newsreels of Dachau, Buchenwald and many others started appearing in the
papers and cinemas in 1945. They were fresh in many people’s minds. There was no
censorship then and | was at Morrison's thinking why am | here with such despicable
ignorant people, both pupils and teachers who can show such inhumanity to a former
RAF serviceman fighting on their behalf. They evidently thought that we were not in

their class.

| don’t know if the rector kept a record of discipline. There wasn’t a code of discipline.
It was just a case of the teacher thinking that you should be disciplined. The only
teacher who carried a cane was Mr el T he other teachers just used their hand
to discipline you. It would be a slap. If it was something more serious, you were sent
to the rector and got the tawse. That was the standard procedure. (el stood out
because he was so proud of his cane. He had a name for it,- The staff were a
law onto themselves. | can’t remember any external inspections at Morrison’s.
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small, empty sawmill which | built up. We were doing a lot of business with companies

in Glasgow.

Life after being at Morrison’s

When | was around twenty or 21, my older brother came back from his time working
in a clothing factory in Glasgow. In those days the oldest boy in the family was on a
‘pedestal’. My parents put him in charge of the business so | walked out as | could not
stomach the thought of working with my rapist who would be in a position of control. |
cut myself off completely from the family as | felt they had put me in an invidious
position. | took a job down the coal pits. | married three years later without inviting my

parents or any of my family.

My wife and | moved to England. We eventually got our house there. | established a
small furniture business making Queen Anne nests of tables. At its peak, we were

producing a large amount every week.

After many years, we came back to Scotland and we acquired some land. We ended
up with property near Crieff. | worked hard all of my life taking opportunities where |
could and making my own way through life using life experience skills. In the end, we

became relatively comfortable. | now have three grown up children.

My sister-went to Morrison’s too. She got married at eighteen to one of the
teachers. He was Mr , who was about twenty years older than her. She
had a lousy life. She became involved with him while she was still at the school.

She managed to get in touch with me around about the time her marriage broke down.
Her husband went on to marry one of the other teachers. -just deteriorated
after that. She had difficulties with alcohol and passed away at the age of 48.
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I have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence

to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.
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