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It planted a seed. | actually thought in my own personal way, of thinking about this
whole thing and looking back and relating this to what I'd learned about PTSD within
that study. | then began to think. It said to me how abusive the situation had been, in

particular in one institution, Nazareth House in Aberdeen.

I've subsequently been involved since around 2000 in campaigning on issues
relating to care experiences in the historic context and I've had three petitions put
through the Scottish Parliament.

2002 Petition — PE535 - [INQ.001.001.0163]

| recognised the different symptoms of PTSD in me when | was on the social care
course in 1998. As well as this, between 1998 and 2000 a lot of things came out in
the media in relation to care institutions. At some point during that period | noted that
in these stories in the tabloid newspapers that Cameron Fyfe of Ross, Harper &
Murphy was involved in what they call abroad a ‘class action’ or a group action

against institutions.

Whilst reading some of this and doing some internet searches, | also came across a
chap by the name of Frank Docherty. He organised these sort of gatherings and
some of them were in Woodside Halls in Glasgow. These gatherings were inviting
people like myself and others who had been in care institutions to come along and
find out information about how Cameron Fyfe was going to be doing this class action
through the civil courts. | contacted Frank and went to his house. What a character

he is!

| was doing an internet search, maybe it came up with the story about Sister
Alphonso, but somehow | came across Frank, just in a random search. Then | went
to meet him at his house. Sister Alphonso, also known as Marie Docherty (her
civilian name outwith the order), was tried in 2000 on a number of abuse charges. By

this time or shortly thereafter | met Frank and discussed various things with him.

Sister cared for myself ||| | | S 2t Nazareth House. Marie
Docherty _, so she looked after the kids- Sister
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_ | believe Marie Docherty was moved to Nazareth House,

Cardonald. She’d been in Aberdeen and | can tell you things were said about her
then and these came out at the trial, but | knew about that as a kid because I'd been

told that by some of the kids who’d remained in the group and were|jjjjjcared for by

| followed the trial very closely. By that time, because of my further education | had
begun reading the Glasgow Herald and other newspapers. | followed the trial in the
Herald and | decided to write a letter to the newspaper, which they published. Marie
Docherty’s counsel or her solicitor was saying “Well that's it, she’s free” and
everything like that. But | reminded them that although she was admonished it didn’t
take away the guilty verdict and that she was found guilty. | think there were three
different counts she was found guilty of.

After that it sort of spurred me on to do things. | ran my idea about a petition by
Frank Docherty and the In Care Abuse Survivor Scotland group, (INCAS), which was
up and running by then, really by Frank. They had asked me to come on board as a
member. He was quite a guy for getting people together and at these gatherings he
formed INCAS. Frank was up at my house when | put my idea to him about the
petition. | said I'd started a rough draft and Frank said it would need to go through
the INCAS committee. | wasn’t happy with his advice to go to the committee with the
petition because it was already in my mind that | would do it.

| completed the petition and ran it by a couple of people | knew. One was a friend, a
social worker not connected to any of this. The other was a political journalist for
STV, who has been a friend of mine since before | started campaigning. | think one
of the points he raised about the petition was to be clear about the points of
reference. | have a short paragraph of what I'm asking for and then I've got a
section. My friend said to me that | need to set out a terms of reference separately
from what I'm asking for. So | had already written down these things but he said |
should have a heading and bullet points. | probably didn’t know how to bullet point
then. What you are showing me is a copy of my petition PE535 [INQ.001.001.0163].
































































































