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Rosemary Keenan also offered an apology on behalf of the 

Catholic Children's Society Westminster, albeit there may 

not be much evidence that this society was directly involved 

in migrating children from Scotland. 

The Scottish Bishops' Conference nominated their 

assistant general secretary to pass on an apology but we 

did not hear directly from one of their members. And 

similarly the Catholic Bishops' Conference of England 

and Wales did not put forward any of their members to 

give evidence but referred to an earlier apology made by 

Bishop Stock to the England and Wales Inquiry. Aberlour 

has made no apology for their involvement in child 

migration. 

My Lady, can I conclude in this way: Hugh McGowan 

began his evidence by thanking the Inquiry for the 

opportunity to "set the record straight in respect of 

what was called child migration which was child 

deportation". He went on to say: 

"I would also like to pay my respects to the 21 

children that went from Quarriers, I would like to pay 

my respects to those who took their own lives and others 

who have passed away for other reasons." 

He went on to say that his journey to have the 

opportunity to give evidence to this Inquiry was 

a SO-year journey. And that sentiment perhaps echoes 
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issues around migration more generally. The work for 

this Inquiry has also built on and indeed developed the 

work of other abuse inquiries. 

Your Ladyship has commented on the great assistance 

she has derived from this expert help. The care and 

attention of the experts has been such as to reduce the 

need for much by way of additional comment and narrative 

on aspects of the big picture of child migration and 

will no doubt assist in the process of making findings 

in fact. 

While over the last three and a half years I have 

adjusted to being heard mainly through questions 

submitted to counsel to the Inquiry, there have been 

moments, fairly few, usually the subject of hurried 

emails to the Inquiry team, when I have felt that 

an additional question has been needed. I confess that 

during this case study always questions that occurred to 

me and more were posed and answered mainly in the 

evidence of the experts. 

As part of the legal team for a core participant, there is 

a responsibility to speak when necessary, but only when 

necessary, or called upon to answer questions. Reflecting on 

this additional testament to the contribution of the experts 

will be the greater focus of my closing submissions on some of 

the individual 
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the order is grateful for the opportunity to participate 

in the Inquiry's ongoing work, and seeks to re-emphasise 

its commitment to assisting the Inquiry in any way that 

it can. 

The order was represented at the evidence in the 

current child migration case study. 

Sister Rosemary Kean, in her capacity as province leader of 

the order, gave evidence to the Inquiry on behalf of the order 

on 1 October 2020. In my submission, my Lady, Sister Rosemary 

Kean gave her evidence in the spirit of openness and 

sincerity which was referred to in the order's opening 

statement. 

The order seeks to stress that knowing what it knows now, 

and in the absence of any records to the contrary, the order 

co-operated, engaged in and facilitated the 

child migration scheme in good faith. 

LADY SMITH: Can you just help me a moment, Mr Henry. When 

you say they "co-operated, engaged in and facilitated it 

in good faith", are you really saying anything more than 

they didn't know that it was harmful, or are you seeking 

to persuade me that they had some basis on which to 

believe it was actually benefiting the children? 

MR HENRY: What I am trying to state to the Inquiry, 

my Lady, is that they did not know that the scheme was 

harmful. 
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