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A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q.

particular passage. Okay. 

I appreciate we are talking about events principally 

of many decades ago, so would it be fair to say 

recollection is at times hazy but you are remembering as 

best you can? 

Indeed, yes. 

Okay. You are 71? 

Indeed, yes. 

And your background obviously is that you were born in 

the west of Scotland, Dunbartonshire, and went, as we 

can read from the early parts of your statement, to the 

local primary school, Jamestown Primary, near Balloch, 

and obviously your expectations weren't great, because 

after two days you announced that that was it, you have 

been to primary school and it was time to move on. But 

you had to carry on for another three years, by which 

stage, as we see in paragraph 5 over the page, when you 

were eight the headmaster called your father and 

wondered if your father was able to send you to private 

school. Was that basically because you were getting 

ahead of everyone else? 

I think so. That is not my recollection, I think that 

was my sister that actually said that. I don't remember 

exactly the situation, but ... 

All right. But the view was taken that, yes, you should 
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Q. 

such like. 

In terms of all the walking to and fro, was that 

supervised? 

A. No. The only time it was supervised was when we walked 

Q. 

down to church at the bottom of the road on a Sunday 

morning, and we would have to walk in groups, I suppose. 

Other than that, no, it wasn't supervised. 

In relation to church, from what you have said, which 

church you went to was determined by which boarding 

house you were in, is that --

A. Yes, I think some went to the Episcopal church. There

was a Church of Scotland I think at the bottom of our

hill, I think we were the only boarding house that went

to that particular Church of Scotland at the bottom

of the hill, but other boarding houses would have gone

to other churches within the town.

Q. And that was compulsory?

A. Yes, yes.

Q. I think you may have said that Catholic, if there were

any Catholics --

A. Yes, I think there was only one or perhaps two Catholics

pupils in our boarding house and he had to go all the

way down to the bottom of Crieff where the Catholic

church was, and again he just walked unsupervised.

Presumably he went, I don't know.
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A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

cases, and children if they had any, is that correct? 

That is right, yes. 

Geographically, where was their accommodation in 

relation to the rest of the house? 

Initially the first housemaster actually had I think 

probably three rooms actually within -- it was on the 

first floor of the three-storey house, and then when he 

left the second housemaster had sort of accommodation 

built adjacent to the house but connected to the house, 

so you would go through a door and you would be into his 

own private accommodation, just built immediately 

adjacent to the house. 

So initially the housemaster was actually living 

within the original house structure itself, and then the 

second housemaster had his accommodation attached to the 

building. 

There were also matrons? 

The matron, yes, there were I suppose a series of 

matrons, I can only remember two really. I believe one 

of the matrons, maybe both of them at different times, 

had accommodation, I don't know what it was like, but 

adjacent to the main building there was what was the 

garage, I suppose, and it was a room or rooms above what 

was the garage of the original house. 

Go to paragraph 22, and this is looking at the 
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A. 

Q. 

A. 

housemasters, you say: 

"I could have spoken to either of the housemasters I 

experienced whenever I wanted, it would have been 

possible to knock on their door and done so, but I never 

did and they never checked on how any of us were doing. 

They were in fact considered by all the boys as "the 

enemy" who were not to be confided in." 

That mentality, was that something that was picked 

up by osmosis from older pupils as you arrived? 

I think so, because there was no -- they would be the 

people laying down the law and what they said had to be 

adhered to. There was no kind of discussion about it. 

There was no ... there would be no reason, I suppose, to 

go and speak to the housemaster for any good reason. 

Were you encouraged by housemasters to approach them? 

I wouldn't have thought so, no. I don't remember 

really. No, I would have said no. 

Q. All right. We have heard in relation to other schools

of wives of housemasters playing an informal pastoral

role. Was that your experience? 

A. No, no, no. The first housemaster's wife, I am not sure 

how soon after I arrived in 1958 she had a child, 

a young child, so she would have been involved with 

that. But, no, they were just sort of an adjunct, they 

really had no formal role in the house. And the second 
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Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

the amount of hot water available in a boarding house 

was limited, so not everyone could have a bath on the 

same day, for instance. 

I think again, just in terms of leisure time, you have 

obviously talked about the common room and this field 

across the way where you could play if the weather 

presumably was good. But you paint the impression there 

was no television except for special occasions? 

There was no television. The only instance I remember 

of television was the shooting of JFK in 1962. I think 

there was a television in what was occasionally used as 

a sick room in the house, and as far as I know it was 

never used for anything else other than a sick room, but 

there was a TV in there, and we were asked if we wanted 

to watch this incident in Dallas, Texas. As far as 

I can remember, that was about the only time we were 

allowed to watch TV. 

You were a projectionist? 

Yes, this was in the school, this was the film club, if 

you like. I can't think how long that went on, but 

certainly it was something I was just vaguely interested 

in, the mechanics of a projection system. It was 

all 8mm film, and I became the projectionist because 

I was sufficiently interested in doing something like 

that. So I think -- I'm not sure if it was every Friday 
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MR BROWN: Presumably that matron was involved? 

A. The matron would have had to have been involved, yes.

Q. Was the matron sympathetic?

A. I have no idea.

Q. Thank you.

In terms of the experience you had as a more junior 

pupil of bullying, as you described, and the degree of 

corporal punishment, did you ever want to complain about 

it? 

A. Who do you complain to? It was something you had to 

endure, and we knew it didn't do anyone much good. I might 

have told my parents to some extent, but again you 

felt I suppose I felt at the time that you got beaten 

because you deserved it, but that is ... I never got 

beaten at home. But I think if you complained then, 

well, who do you complain to? That was the other thing. 

If you complained, the chances are you would be picked 

on even more. 

LADY SMITH: Do you think to any extent you felt you were 

learning about life, and life was just like this and you 

would have to get on with it? 

A. Yes, that essentially was the situation, you just had to

assume this was the norm and, yes, you had to endure it.

LADY SMITH: It is not unusual for childhood to feel like 

that, is it? 
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the pseudonym of "Anna". 

Witness Statement of "ANNA" (read) 

MS BENNIE: "I understand this is a child abuse inquiry, not 

a child bullying inquiry. As such, I will state that 

I was a boarder at Benheath from approximately 1954 to 

1958. Having been a victim of - at age 2, resulting 

in a leg, I wore a 

-· Guessing that this made me different from the

other girls, I was subsequently bullied by some of the 

older girls. I was made to carry their many books to 

school, quite a walk from Benheath to

Morrison's Academy, and polish their shoes every night 

in the boot room. Any physical chore was given to me 

without being noticed by senior house staff. Telling 

matron would only have led to more intense bullying.

"I had trouble sleeping and was a poor student. On 

one occasion I was held down whilst a brassiere was tied 

on to me and stuffed with toilet paper on the morning of 

class photos being taken, as I was considered a late 

bloomer. This, however, was done by girls in my dorm, 

not the senior girls. 

"Bath time was a bit intense. There was a roster 

showing two girls at a time in the bath, with the water 

being used for four girls. One always wished their name 

was up for the first bath and use of the tub at the end 
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My very best friend was amazing, often taking my hand 

and making me run the perimeter of the hockey field, 

hoping to increase the strength in my leg. Even today 

we are still best friends. However, I should mention 

that not all my experiences were bad. I feel the entire 

time spent at Benheath made me the person I am today; 

tough and resilient. 

"I moved to Canada in 1965, where no one knew of my 

medical history and where I continue to live. As an 

aside, I returned to Crieff for the 150 year 

celebrations of Morrison's Academy and met up with many 

former pupils and boarders." 

I am obliged, my Lady. 

LADY SMITH: Thank you very much. We will take the break 

now and then we will have the other live witness for 

today after the break. Thank you. 

(11. 30 am) 

(11. 48 am) 

LADY SMITH: Mr Brown. 

(A short break) 

MR BROWN: My Lady, the second witness today is Geoff. 

LADY SMITH: Thank you. (Pause). 

Good morning, Geoff. Could we begin, please, by you 

taking the oath. 
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A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

No, I had been to the outside of the boarding house, it 

is up a short driveway, and I had obviously been driven 

in the car up the driveway and met him at the door. 

I had never been inside the boarding house. 

But on your first day, do you remember, was any 

particular effort made to welcome you into the boarding 

house? 

We were met individually in the sense that each of the 

new starts, there were six of us, arrived independently. 

We were met by the matron and shown in. I know we 

weren't met by the housemaster because Mr 

I remember being met by the matron and, interestingly, 

you will have seen the photograph I provided that was 

taken on my arrival day, in the background is 

Mr tending his roses in his garden, so I know 

he wasn't there to see us into the building. 

Were you given any sense of the rules in operation of 

the boarding house when you arrived? 

I don't have a clear recollection. The only thing I 

remember is that the boarding house operated to a very 

strict timetable, probably for practical reasons. I can 

remember it being explained what the daily routine would 

be, but beyond that you tended to pick up the rules as 

you went along. For example, the rules to do with 

attending sports matches on a Saturday morning, and 
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A. 

Q. 

A. 

house and have responsibilities beyond the house and at 

the school. What would they do when they saw this sort 

of behaviour? 

In general, that behaviour only happened -- because the 

prefects, even the prefects were not a constant presence 

there, because often they would -- for example, I think 

there were only three prefects in a house of that size, 

and they would often be away, maybe doing sports, or 

often they would be up studying in the senior common 

room which was quiet. The senior common room was 

actually only used as a study room. It was a quiet 

room, it was not used as general meeting area. So the 

main common room on the ground floor in the old house 

was where all of the socialising always took place 

across all of the age groups. 

So if one of the prefects was out at sports, and one 

might be studying up in the senior common quiet room, 

there was often no house captain or prefect presence in 

the main common room. 

If there was prefect presence, did that diminish what 

went on? 

It depended who was there. Some prefects -- I cannot 

recollect clearly names, but I generally have a feeling 

that some prefects were better than others at perceiving 

the need to keep a lid on the younger boy behaviour, 
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He would have found great difficulty. And I don't 

remember him getting very much, if any, support to deal 

with the emotional and cultural side of that transition. 

Q. You talk about, in paragraph 86, that your dorm was very

supportive of him?

A. Fairly supportive, in the sense that as eight year olds

you are not well equipped to support each other. It was 

the fact that we didn't -- we didn't penalise him for 

the simple errors of social behaviour that the older 

boys would not have accepted. 

Q. Was he targeted by the older boys because he was

different?

A. I can't remember if he was specifically targeted. What 

I can remember was he was very unhappy.

Q. You mention bed-wetting and say he wet the bed in his

early time there, and the first house matron you had was

sympathetic to him?

A. Yes.

Q. You go on to say:

"My dorm with very supportive of him. We had a good 

self-supporting peer group and we felt sorry for him. 

No-one made fun of him. There was a bit of exasperation 

and that was as bad as it went. We kept his confidence 

and none of us wanted him to be in trouble with the 

older boys." 
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Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

because the attic of the house was very quiet, you could 

hear a pin drop. It didn't take much noise for you to 

be heard out in the corridor. 

I think you say at paragraph 88, on the second half on 

page 20 that while your brother remembers a wooden coat 

hanger being used, you don't: 

"Most corporal punishment I remember was meted out 

by prefects, and that was three slaps by a leather 

slipper on a pyjama-covered backside. Some of them 

would really lay into you." 

Again, it would come down to -- you have talked 

positively about some prefects who were trying to be 

My recollection is that some prefects never used the 

slipper and would always use lines. Other prefects 

would use the slipper but mainly -- it was largely 

symbolic, in the sense that you were scared to death of 

what was going to happen. And there were a few, not 

many, but there were a few that I remember, it may have 

been one or two, who would lay into you. 

So for the most part it was fear? 

Yes. 

And the housemaster, if it was up to him? 

If you were called to the housemaster you knew you were 

in serious trouble. It was again one of fear in the 

sense that you were -- you knew that regardless of how 
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