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Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

was if I came to the attention of the housemaster for 

any reason, then it would usually result in me receiving 

punishment from the senior boys following their 

"investigation". 

All right. I think you may be referring to something of 

that nature at paragraphs 53 and 54, but just for 

clarity you say in 53 on page 9: 

"If something happened that the housemaster was not 

pleased about then there would be more formal 

punishments as well." 

Yes. 

You go on to say: 

"One time someone had written something about one of 

the prefects on the bathroom wall in the boarding house. 

Nobody admitted to doing it, so every day after tea the 

junior boys had to queue up the stairs to the prefects' 

common room. We would then have to go one by one and 

get the slipper. We got one slipper each the first 

night, two the second night, and so it increased every 

night. We would sometimes be hit with a plimsoll." 

Is that the sort of enquiry or scenario you are 

talking about? There has been something that is noticed 

by the housemaster --

Not at all, no. None of this would have been recorded 

as far as I am aware. The housemaster would have been, 
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Q. 

A. 

report this or question it, then the senior boys are 

going to be told about it by the headmaster, and the 

consequences are that I am going to be subject to even 

more beatings than I'm already getting". 

So what did you do? 

I managed the best way that I could. I had been beaten 

for telling the truth, I had been beaten for not telling 

the truth. I realised the easiest thing to do was 

really keep my mouth shut. But even that would often 

result in a negative reaction on the part of the senior 

boys. 

At that stage I was also very interested in emerging 

hippy culture and music, and I tried to get away with 

growing my hair long when it had to be short back and 

sides. I started to smoke cannabis when I was --

in March 2014 was the first time I smoked cannabis. 

Q. March 2014?

A. Sorry, March when I was 14, so it was March of my 

14th year, about to turn 15, so what would that have 

been? 

LADY SMITH: 197 9? 

A. 1971.

LADY SMITH: 1971, sorry. 

A. Sorry.

MR BROWN: That is all right. I think, again we don't have 
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I thankfully and prematurely left in 1973 due to the 

intolerable conditions which interrupted me completing 

my senior school education. 

"My parents were stationed in Cyprus with the RAF 

for the duration of my secondary education and I believe 

their overseas location contributed to the cruelty that 

was dealt out to me over that period due to the lack of 

communication at that time. 

"I was a resident at Ogilvie House in Victoria 

Terrace under the auspices of a housemistress. My story 

of living with this cruel woman is too long and too 

disturbing for me to write about. Thankfully no 

physical or sexual abuse took place but the 

housemistress perfected how to deal with the mental and 

emotional blows to vulnerable young girls, most of whom 

had parents who lived abroad. She was an extremely 

cruel individual who treated us with contempt and 

deprived us of the fundamental requirements of love and 

wellbeing for our formative years whilst we were long 

away from our family homes. 

"From my own experience, which still haunts me to 

this day, my time at Morrison's Academy was horrendous. 

My education within the school environment was an 

acceptable experience, but four to five years of living 

with this wicked woman will never leave me. 
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published as part of the evidence to the Inquiry. 

I believe the facts stated in this statement are true." 

My Lady, the statement is signed by Thompson and 

it is dated 18 May 2020. 

LADY SMITH: Thank you very much. 

Mr Brown. 

MR BROWN: My Lady, can I now take over with the statement 

of Iain Leighton, who has given a statement which is 

WIT-1-000000681, and it is signed by him and confirmed 

as being available for publication and being true, on 

29 April 2021. 

MR BROWN: 

Witness Statement of IAIN LEIGHTON (read) 

"My name is Iain Gordon Kerr Leighton. My date 

of birth is - 1951. My contact details are known 

to the Inquiry. 

"I had the good fortune to be born to the most 

wonderful parents in Hong Kong." 

Moving on to paragraph 6: 

"I went to day school in Hong Kong. Hong Kong 

schools are great schools. I went to a school called 

Kowloon Junior School from 1956 until June 1962, and 

then from September 1962 I went to the secondary school 

called King George V School, and I went there for seven 

months until May 1963 when we went on long leave. I was 

happy at these schools and I was recognised as this 
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in from time to time to tell us to stop making a din." 

Moving on to paragraph 51: 

"If you were a boarder you had to join the 

Army Corps at a certain age but not if you were a day 

boy. That meant you had to dress up in Army uniform on 

a Friday afternoon because there was a parade as if you 

were in the Army. After school there was drill which 

was headed by Major Meechan, who is still alive. He is 

98 years old and lives in Crieff. He is the only 

teacher who ever caught on fire. He smoked a pipe and 

he must have gone out on a break and put his pipe in his 

pocket, not realising there were still embers in it. 

During a Latin class one of the boys said 'Sir, you're 

on fire' . 

"You were always very proud of your uniform. You 

were inspected and your boots and brass had to be in top 

nick. You had to put special green stuff on your belts. 

You had to polish the silver thing on your beret. It 

was a good education in taking pride in yourself, that 

was fun, and it wasn't an endurance. Some boys hated it 

and resented the fact that day pupils didn't have to do 

it. As a boarder, you had to go into the school corps. 

It was very much encouraged to build character. 

"We had no telephone. We had one newspaper and 

I enjoyed that. We also had a radio. On Fridays and 
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"The second matron. The matron who replaced 

Mrs McVie around- had won the Miss Perthshire Dairy 

Queen title and she looked like Marilyn Monroe. She 

lasted three months because she was found in bed with 

our- prefect. He was a nice prefect and very 

handsome. He got the flu and the housemaster found her 

in the boy's bed, which was a bit embarrassing. She 

said she was helping him get over the flu but she was 

actually teaching him the facts of life. We heard about 

it from him and it came down the line. He was very 

proud. We all thought she was great. She was gorgeous. 

We were all sorry about what happened because we all 

liked her. We were told by the housemaster she had 

other career opportunities to pursue, but she had been 

sacked. There was no consequence for the prefect and 

she had to take all the blame. There was no inquiry. 

"That is my memory of events but I am aware that my 

friend- remembers it differently. His recollection 

is she left after a short period because she had 

propositioned the prefect and she was not found in bed 

with him. 

"Reporting of abuse at Morrison's Academy. If you 

wanted to speak to someone about the abuse then that 

would be the matron, Mrs McVie. There were no other 

staff in the boarding house. Matron was a dear soul and 
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she was about 70. We all met for breakfast and it was 

obvious sometimes she jumped out of bed and into her 

clothes and came to breakfast because some days her wig 

was back to front. She was a very nice lady. She was a 

traditional granny type who you would go to for a hug, 

and she would give you that hug. 

"The matron was aware of the hitting by the prefects 

and the use of the slipper by the housemaster. If you 

were really sore, you would go to the matron to see if 

she could treat it with a balm. She would ask if the 

injury had come about as a result of the slipper. 

I remember speaking to her one day and telling her about 

my concerns. I was upset about something and I realised 

she had nodded off. She was completely asleep. I had 

been with her for about half an hour and was probably 

very upset about something and telling her the whole 

story. 

"Once I was bleeding and I went to her the following 

morning. The housemaster had hit me with the leather 

slipper and my underpants had been down. That left 

a mark and I was left bleeding. She was a bit concerned 

and I think she put Germolene on the area that I had 

been hit. I went to her and asked her to have a look 

because it was hurting me to sit down. She was saying 

'Oh dear'. She must have known what was happening 
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occasionally, but she would have wanted her salary. She 

wouldn't have wanted to be fired. She had her 

accommodation free and her meals. She wasn't going to rock 

the boat. 

"Matrons over the years would have all been very well 

aware of the physical abuse. From their point of view, 

they had their board and lodging paid. If they were going 

to rock the boat then that was them out. 

They wouldn't take any action because they would be 

thinking about their own position. 

"I don't decry the fact that Mrs McVie wouldn't have 

gone to the headmaster. There would have been a culture 

of: keep quiet. I didn't talk about it to my parents and I 

didn't mention terrible incidents to them even when on 

holiday because they would only worry about me going back 

to a place where I was terribly unhappy. My mother in 

particular wouldn't have wanted that and would have been 

terribly upset. I never wrote to my family when they were 

in Hong Kong. If there was something  upsetting me about 

abuse at school, more often than not the abuse  that  I 

witnessed, I didn't mention it because I didn't want 

my parents to be upset or worried. They were at the 

other side of the world. I never discussed it with my 

granny who was not the easiest person anyway. We just 

discussed it amongst ourselves, the boys. We had great 
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year. Despite my legal career, the thing I am really 

proud of is having won that prize in my sixth year at 

Morrison's. 

"I met the first housemaster's wife four years ago. 

She confided in me she had been very unhappy at Dalmhor. 

She had been frightened of her husband. She said she 

was aware of a lot that went on. She told me she would 

have loved to have stepped in and intervened but she 

couldn't. When I spoke to her four years ago I tried to 

get from her why her husband was as he was. She said he 

was an only child and his father was a 

in the Church of Scotland, but it wasn't just in the 

Church of Scotland but in the very right wing of the 

Church of Scotland. We know it as the Wee Free but 

I don't know what its legal name was. It was the far 

right wing of the Church of Scotland and I don't believe 

it exists anymore. 

"The housemaster's father beat him every day to drum 

into his son the rules of the Church of Scotland. He 

was to read at least an hour from the Bible every day. 

The father was very strict with the son's upbringing. 

In those days, if a son received a beating from his 

father then he was going to do that to his own son. As 

far as the housemaster was concerned, he would do the 

same to us, to instill in us the fundamental principles 
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