Wednesday, 6 July 2022
(10.00 am)
LADY SMITH: Good morning. It's the second day this week of
oral evidence and, Ms Rattray, I think we have a witness
ready for us, yes?

MS RATTRAY: Yes, we do, my Lady.
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The first witness this morning is an applicant who
wishes to remain anonymous and has chosen the pseudonym
'Joe'. 'Joe' was in the care of West Lothian County

Council. He was placed with the [SiGEEIS] in West

Lothian on _1971. He lived there until

He was in a later foster care placement from
B o:0 - I 101 By this time
reorganisation of local government had taken place and
the West Lothian division of Lothian Regional Council
dealt with Joe's care. West Lothian Council is the

relevant successor.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

'Joe' (affirmed)

LADY SMITH: 'Joe', I don't know how used you are to having

to speak into a microphone, but if you can keep in that
good position that I think you're in now, that will be
really helpful because we need to hear you through the

sound system.
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Yeah.

You say she had eight other children?

I can't say for definite, but I know she had kids.
Moving from there, you then at paragraph 12 of your
statement tell us that you then moved to stay with the

SGSICH family. Whereabouts did the live?

In Bathgate -- sorry, in Blackburn, West Lothian.

What do you remember about that family in terms of who
was living in the household?

In the household there was a mum, a dad and two boys.
The two boys -- considering my actual name, there were
two boys who had the same names as myself. One was
older, one was slightly younger than myself. And the
mum was a stay-at-home mum. Dad worked out a lot away.
Right. At paragraph 12 you say that you felt that your
identity was being taken away from you because of your
names and sharing those names.

Yeah.

Can you help to explain that to us?

I do recall -- I remember a time when the mum was
talking to the bigger brother, I was -- shall we say
'Joe', which is obviously my name, and then the younger
boy, who was 'Joe', he had my middle name. So when she
was talking to me, I was 'Joe Bloggs', and that's how it

was most of the time.
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A. About nine, yeah.

LADY SMITH: So you were still a little boy?

A. I was.

MS RATTRAY: Moving on now to paragraph 25, where you tell

us what happened when you left the [SaUSES What do

you remember about that?

A. My recollection, it was a Friday morning and the social
worker, Dylis, showed up unannounced. I was still
running about in dirty underwear and vests. And what
I recall, the mother of the family made some excuse up
why I wasn't at school. By Friday afternoon, I'd been
taken away, out of that home.

Reading my records, there is a different version of
that, so I'm not 100 per cent sure exactly what's what.

Q. Then what happened to any belongings you had?

A. They were all black bagged, basically black bin bags and
just thrown everything in there.

Q. That's, I think, an expression you've used elsewhere in
your statement about other settings about "black
bagged".

A. I mean the black bag situation has haunted me throughout
my life. Basically just moving from one home to another
home to another home, all I had was black bags for my
belongings.

Q. Bin bags essentially?

L%
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Bin bags, yeah.

Did that send you some kind of message about what
importance was attached to your belongings?

They meant nothing. It was just -- just belongings and
that's it;

You say once again on paragraph 25 that you mention your

records and you say that the SIS were told to put

photos in with your things for you to take.

Mm~hmm.

And the social worker had written that there were plenty
of photos of the other two boys but hardly any of you.
Is that right?

Yeah.

And that she was concerned that you hadn't been at
school when she had visited.

Yeah.

You do mention your records so it might be helpful if we
actually looked at some of those records just now,

'Joe’'.

Yeah.

If we could turn toc another document, which is
WLC-000000083, and if we could go to page 5 of that
document. If we look at page 5, there's an entry about
a third of the way down the page of 27 August 1971, and

this is something I think you've referred to in your

18
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statement as well.

(Witness nods)

"Called -- no one in, calling card left."”

Yeah.

I think you tell us that you learnt from your records
that it seemed to be the social worker was trying to
visit on a number of occasions --

Yeah.

-- but the door simply wasn't answered?

(Witness nods)

Then I think we see that again immediately below that,
on 30 October 1971, and that seems to be the first
successful visit after several attempts.

Mm—hmm.

She says:

"After several visits were made to the house
I eventually managed to get Mrs and 'Joe' at
home today."

We see towards the bottom of that entry Mrs
requesting several items of clothing:

"Which I explained a clothing line would be sent in
due course. She also requested that bed clothes be
supplied and I questioned whether this would be granted
or not but I said I would inform her at a later date and

arranged to see her and 'Joe' in approximately four

19
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LADY SMITH:
MS RATTRAY:
LADY SMITH:
the soc
MS RATTRAY:
LADY SMITH:
MS RATTRAY:
on page
sorry,
"si
did not
But
have be
A. Yeah.
Q. Accordi
"Mr
affecti
difficu
called
'my Joe
However
Is
clear,
worker

A. Mm.

So six months?

Yes.

Six months this little boy hasn't been seen by
ial worker?

Yes.

Thank you.

We see at that entry, going back to that entry
6 at 19 April 1973, which is at 19 April --
at the top of the page, there's a home visit:
tuation progressing very much the same. Again
see 'Joe' as he was at school.”

one would have expected the social worker would

en aware of that in advance.

ng to this note:

stalks of 'Joe' with a great deal of
on, although in conversation there is some

lty since she has a son of her own who is also
[we'll say 'Joe']. She therefore has to refer to
' and to 'Joe' [and then using your surname].

, there does not appear to be any real problem."
the view of that social worker. Just to be

this is a social worker who pre-dated the social

you've told us about, Dylis Wood.
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Then if we move on to an entry at 3 October 1973 about
halfway down the page, that once again Mrs (S8 is
requesting a bedding allowance because you've been
enuretic at times.

Then we move down to an entry of & November 1975 and
this appears to be the first occasion that this social
worker has met your foster father. It appears that the
social worker hasn't met that person before.

Mm~hmm.
The comments are that you were there this time, they
seem to think the children to be quite a happy bunch,
although it says that you tended to sit quietly in
a corner.
Is that what you remember?
Yeah.
It goes on to say:

"The main problem at the moment appears to be
bed-wetting, which is not a regular thing. He on
average wets the bed once or twice a week. Mrs [38S
finding difficulties now that the weather has changed in
washing or changing sheets each day and it's causing her
a financial difficulty, she says."

At the foot of that it says:

"Advised Mrs it is unlikely she'll receive

a bedding allowance, but I nevertheless intend to apply

22
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social worker says:

"Have not applied for assistance with bedding and it
may now be too late to do so."

So we have a social worker who's been asked for help
with bedding, says they're going to apply for that
allowance and then says, "Well, I haven't done it".
(Witness nods)

Further on it says that apparently you appear to be
well, well-integrated with the family:

"... although he often has to be referred to as

'Joe' plus surname as opposed to 'my Joe', Mrs s
own son."

It goes on to say some support may soon be necessary
from the point of view of your background and
self-identification and at this stage we're moving over
to page 7 of the record.

Mm.

It continues at the top of the page. I think we also
see there an entry that this is the point at which the
case 1s then transferred to "D Wood", and I think that's
the social worker you've mentioned, Dylis Wood?

Yeah.

Further down this page, near the top of the page,

there's an entry of 11 April 1974 which seems to say:

"Letter to Mrsapologising for not wisiting

24
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and arranging home visit on 16 April 1974."

I think what we see here is that that wvisit is
announced, it's an announced visit, warning is given.
Mm-—hmm.

The next entry is 16 April 1974, that wisit, and it

says:
“Mrsand all the lads in. The house is well
decorated and furnished and Mrs and the lads

appear very clean and very well dressed."”

Does that reflect what you've already told us --
Yeah.
-- about preparations made when it was known that
a social worker was visiting?
Yeah.
But from your memories, that wasn't normal life?
Far from it.
In the next paragraph I think we know it's Dylis Wood
now goes on to mention certain apparent difficulties
that Mrssuggests. I think she's suggesting
that it was compulsive stealing, particularly food,
which wasn't necessarily eaten but hidden. Do you
remember anything about that?
I would say yeah. I would store food in various places,
it's almost when I was running away I had food to eat

when I was running away.
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Okay. And the suggestion is that you'll wet the bed
rather than get up to go to the toilet:

"It's not a case [she thinks] of him not waking. He
has at times gone past the toilet on purpose to urinate
into the fireplace of one of the bedrooms."

From what I recall, that situation is that the fireplace
that they're referring to is in the parents' room and

I was actually forced to do the toilet there while they
were in bed together.

When you say you were forced to do that, is it because
you had nowhere else to go or because they told you to
do that?

Because they told me to do it. I was standing there
totally naked while they were having sex, shall we say,
and I wasn't allowed to leave the room.

If we move to the next paragraph, we see that

Dylis Wood, coming new to this case, has some comments
that she makes:

"I felt 'Joe' was not seen at all as one of the

family. It's an unfortunate and perhaps significant

EKR-EKS

that the child is 'my Joe' and 'Joe' is always

referred to as always 'Joe' plus surname. There are

plenty of photographs of the |SSSEUCHEN boys but none of

'Joe'. He is perhaps not withdrawn but certainly

appears so within this boisterous extrovert family."
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So the previous social worker didn't have an issue
with the 'my Joe' thing, but there's obviously concern
on the part of Dylis Wood?

Yeah.

And she came in and you think she was quite young and
inexperienced, but she did spot that there were
photographs of everyone else but there weren't
photographs of you?

Correct, vyes.

And she had concerns about the use of your name?
Mm-—hmm.

If we go to the foot of the page as well, it's still
under -- sorry, in fact if we move on -- apologies. If
we continue at the second-last paragraph of page 7,
Dylis Wood goes on to say:

"I suggested that I should meet and talk to 'Joe'
and he came into the room. Mrswas not very
firm in keeping the other lads out but eventually they
were excluded. I then introduced myself to 'Joe' and
was dismayed to find him almost immediately bursting
into tears. He said this was because I was going to
take him away and he gave the reason for thinking that
as that Mrshad told him so. As she had earlier
denied talking this over with the lad, this only

increased my feeling that a great deal of overt
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rejection was present in this situation. I tried
talking to 'Joe' about himself as he'd belonged to

another family before and then Mrs|2SE

interrupted
to say that she'd never talked about any of his past
life. I felt he was very much in limbo, no history, no
future, probably no real sense of identity at all. All
the pointers are to a very disturbed backward teenager."

So she clearly had concerns about the situation and
how that might develop in future for you.

Yeah.

Turning to page 8 of your records and we have a further
reflection at the entry of 26 April 1974, the last
sentence there where the social worker says:

"It was emphasised that my relationship with 'Joe’
would be crucial in his adjustment to the next, we
hoped, final placement.”

We will come to it later on, but I think you do tell
us later on that this social worker did make some
attempts to establish a relationship with you.

Yeah.
I'1l take you to that part of your statement later.

The entry here, if we go to the entry of 1 May 1974,
and if we turn to the second paragraph of that we have

further comments on a visit --

LADY SMITH: Just while we're pulling that up, I'm very
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A.

struck as how these entries are referring to you
becoming a teenager, you're approaching adolescence.
This is early 1974. You weren't even nine years old.

No.

LADY SMITH: Because I know what month your birthday was.

A.

You were not long past your eighth birthday; is that
right?

Yes.

LADY SMITH: The records seem to have guite a strong thread

A.

of this, which I suppose on the one hand could be
applauded as them thinking ahead, but on the other hand
showed a failure just to focus on how young you still
were at that stage.

Yeah.

LADY SMITH: Mm.

I'm sorry, Ms Rattray --

MS RATTRAY: Not at all, my Lady, not at all.

I'm just looking here, 'Joe', at the entry in the
middle of the page of 1 May 1974, the second paragraph,
which says:

"The three kids were playing upstairs and
I suggested to that I must get to know 'Joe' well
and that I could therefore see him and should I go
upstairs and join in their play. She said no and

brought the kids down, so we had another rather stilted
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A.

conversation, withtelling her own two lads to
shut up because I had come to see 'Joe', not them.

'Joe' was obviously very shy at being singled out in
this way."

Mm—hmm.

I think maybe we see an attempt once again of the social
worker to try and get to know you --

Yeah.

-- and just to perhaps get down to the child's level and
play, but when she asked to do that, the foster mother
said no.

I mean I would say that happened on =-- not just with
this social worker, but it happened as quite a regular
occurrence, I wasn't allowed to interact with other
adults.

Right. Moving to the entry of 22 May 1974, which

I think is towards the foot of the page, and I think
it's another visit:

EKR greeted me with, 'You'll have to move 'Joe',
he's been terrible recently'. He'd stayed out the
evening of 7 May from 5 pm until 11.15 pm and after
a lot of shouting had discovered him hiding behind
the garage of the next-door neighbour."

Is this a reference to what you've already told us?

I would say that must have been a different occasion,
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because what I do recall when I was hiding in the
garage, it was raining outside, it was cold, it was
dark. I mean, that could be the same occasion, but not
what I recall.

It may well have been there has been more than one
occasion when you went to hide behind a garage?

Yes.

If we turn to page 9 of the records and if we go towards
the bottom half of that page there's an entry of

29 May 1974. I think this is a reference that you've
mentioned previously in your evidence:

"Discussion with [a named person] whose mother lives
next door to Mrs On Saturday Mrshad
arranged to take her two sons to Glasgow shopping and
had to arrange something for 'Joe'."

So it appeared that you weren't going to be going
shopping.

No.
"She tried each next door neighbour, one said they
couldn't manage as they were all going out to Bo'ness,

but on Mrs (E

saying she'd have to leave 'Joe' on
his own, they agreed to take 'Joe' with them to Bo'ness.
The neighbour commented that it's fairly frequent for

'Joe' to be left unattended."

Yeah.
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At the end of that longer paragraph -- before that,
there is mention about food and you seemed to be
starving and you were very hungry and you'd only had
a bowl of soup. Then the social worker says:

"I'm not sure whether 'Joce' doesn't find the biggest
treat having something to eat rather than any trip."

What's your memories of that?

Any trips I went on, I always made sure that I had
something to eat from the social worker. Didn't matter
who the social worker was, I always managed to get food
out of them, because I wasn't getting fed in the house.
Or if I was given food, I was basically limited what

I was having. I knew, as young as I was, basically

I could twist the social workers around my little finger
to get food.

Is that a reflection that there were times in the foster
home that you were hungry?

Oh yeah. I mean, as I said, what I recall, the food for
me was limited. I only got what was left after the
family had eaten at times.

If we move finally on this record to page 11 and at the
foot of the page there there's an entry dated

7 July 1974, about the last third of that page, and

underneath that it says "Later"™:

"Home visit to tell MrsI couldn't call
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Wednesday so would call Thursday to take 'Joe' to the
zoo."

So it looks like another zoo trip has been arranged.
Then there's an entry about a Mr Sperber, who I think
was a psychologist you were perhaps seeing at that time
and he's doing a psychological report and wanted to
arrange an appointment. And the social worker said that
she would let Mr know.

Then we have an entry of 4 July 1974:

"Home visit. I waited from 10.15 to 10.45 but there
was no sign of theor of 'Joe'. I put a note
through the door asking what had happened, saying that
I was annoyed as letting 'Joe' down over the visit to
the zoo and saying there was an appointment for him that
afternoon with [the psychologist]."

Then the next entry is an entry of 5 July 1974:

"Rang [the psychologist]. 'Joe' and Mrs did
not turn up. I explained what had happened and said
I didn't know the situation."

Is that something you can help us with at all? Do
you remember being promised a visit and it not
happening?

I was promised quite a lot of wvisits and most of them
didn't happen. I mean, that's -- that particular issue

is not just with that particular family, that's been
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throughout my life, basically.
Really? Okay.
'Joe', I'm going to go back to your statement now

and you've told us about you then left the |[SME=IS and

we know from your statement that you then moved to
Wallhouse Children's Home in Torphichen, and although
we're not looking at the detail of that today, because
today we're focusing on foster care, there is reference
on page 10 of your statement -- the statement itself
will not tell us very much, because it's redacted
because we're not looking at that section, but what

I want to take out of that is at paragraph 38 you do
tell us when you were here at Wallhouse you had to go
into the office and "strip off for them to see the marks
on my body and Margaret [the worker there] did her best

to protect my modesty. There were a lot of marks on my

EKR-EKS

body from the family so they had to record the
marks".

What marks are you referring to and how did those
marks --
Well, one of the marks that they were, shall we say,
interested in was the one I referred to, was the groin,
but I was also covered in bruises.

How did you get those bruises?

Living in the house. Simple as that. The brothers
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us from that point on you didn't feel safe in the house
and so you called a halt to the adoption?

Mm-hmm.

And then you were moved at your own request?

Yeah. I suppose I was going back to how I was treated

with the LGS

I didn't want to go down that road
again.

I think you say that it was later discovered that it was
the sister --

Yeah.

-- your age who had taken the money and she was rather
jealous, she was getting Jjealous?

Yes.

You say she won. That was how you felt at the time.

And you say:

"I think my upbringing was such that I didn't
believe I belonged to a family, families weren't for me
and I deserved to be in care."

Mm~-hmm.

Can you help us to understand your feelings there?
Well, I'd been -- obviously that's me being in three
families at that point and two of them failed and

I couldn't understand why it failed. I just had to put
it down to it was me who wasn't designed to fit in

a family. And there's no -- there wasn't anything else

40
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A. My pleasure.

LADY SMITH: Do go and I hope the rest of the day's a bit
more restful than we've made the morning for you. Thank
you.

A. Thank you.

(The witness withdrew)
LADY SMITH: We'wve used some names during Joe's evidence,

including the _ Y EKR-EKS members of their

families, the applicant's own name at one point, and the
_ family. They of course are covered by my
general restriction order and they're not to be
identified outside this room.

I think it's now time for the morning break, ves,
Ms Rattray?

MS RATTRAY: Yes, my Lady. The next oral witness is
scheduled for 11.45.

LADY SMITH: Thank you wvery much. We'll take the break now.

(11.26 am)

(A short break)

LADY SMITH: Ms Rattray.

MS RATTRAY: My Lady, we have another oral witness and the
oral witness is an applicant who wishes to remain
anonymous and has the pseudonym 'Anthea'.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MS RATTRAY: 'Anthea' was in the care of Dundee Corporation,
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then Tayside Regional Council, and she was boarded out
by them with foster carers, the in Fife on

She lived there until she was removed on
-1981. However, it's understood that the
predecessors of Dundee City Council maintained
responsibility for her placement and for the carers,
accordingly Dundee City Council is the responsible
authority.

LADY SMITH: Thank you very much.

Could we try to bring the temperature down a little?
It's suddenly got much warmer. Thank you.

'Anthea' (affirmed)

LADY SMITH: 'Anthea', I don't know how used you are to
microphones, but we regquire to hear you through the
sound system, if you can stay in a good position for the
microphone. You don't need to be too close to it.

A. Is that okay?

LADY SMITH: That's great, yes, thank you.

You'll see there's a red folder there. That has
your written statement in it that you signed and you'll
be taken to that in a minute or two. We'll also bring
your statement up on screen, you'll see the beginning of
it is now there, and go to the different parts of it

that we want to ask you about in the course of your
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a new foster family and you tell us that that was the
(Witness nods)

You say although you were sad at leaving the -
you were also excited, as you say, about seeing your
younger brother and sister again?

Mm=hmm.

What do you remember about moving from the - to
Moving to a farmhouse. Just remember ... treated like

a slave, probably.

This is --
The dirt road -- that's right, a mile up the house. The
house was -- you had the road end and you used to go up

to the farm, that was like about a dirt track right up
to the farmhouse and there was like fields and cows and
that.

Yes. I think you tell us that [ 1ived on a farm --
Yes.

-— in Cupar in Fife?

wasn't really in Cupar, it was - so it was going
towards Newgilston and things. It was like country
roads.

So it was a rural setting?
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A.

Yeah, yeah.

LADY SMITH: Cupar's a country town. Cupar itself is

A,

a country town, and - that's _ you're

talking about?

Yes.

LADY SMITH: That's just a wee village not far from Cupar,

A.

isn't it?

Yeah.

MS RATTRAY: What was the layout of the house like inside?

A.

So as you went in the front door, you had a bedroom to
your left and then it was like a porch, bedroom to your
left, a lounge to your right, a bathroom kind of to the
left beside the bedroom. And then you went up the
stairs, there was one bedroom on the left, one bedroom
on the right, and another bedroom before you got to the
one on the right. And then in the lounge you went
through and there was a kitchen, you went through the
lounge and then off of that was a kitchen.

You describe a lot of bedrooms. How many people were
living in the house and who were the people in the

house?

They had four children of their own.
- and then a younger -- she was quite young,

a lot younger than us, which was _ So they had

four of their own family.
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With the exception of_ were they all older than
you?

Yeah, they were all older.

Can you remember how much older?

Not really.

At the time you say at paragraph 27 that one of the
children of the foster carers, that she was
a good bit older because she left home?

Yeah. She went to join the army.

Right, okay. What about the foster carers? How old
were they?

I looked at them as being old, but I'm not really
actually sure of their ages at the time. I wouldn't

even know how old the mother is now either.

LADY SMITH: Just going back to the number of children,

there were four of you from your family.

Yeah.

LADY SMITH: Your older sister who had been in the previous

home with you and then your two younger siblings who'd
been in a foster home somewhere else? Was that right?

Before we went into care, yeah, yeah.

LADY SMITH: Then the four of you were brought together?

Yeah.

LADY SMITH: And you went to this house, and

they already had four children living there?
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A. Yeah.

LADY SMITH: So there were eight of you altogether?

A. Yeah.

LADY SMITH: All right, thank you.

MS RATTRAY: You mentioned I think that there were two boys
and two girls infamily. The older girl was
a good bit older because she'd effectively left home, so
she was grown up?

A. Yeah.

Q. You talked about the younger girl being younger than

you. What about the two boys you tell us are

and _ how old were they when you arrived?

A. Well, they were at school but they were at secondary
school because we were at primary school and they would
have been in the secondary school, which -- aye, so
ages 1is something I'm not really looking at, I'm just
looking at the schooling, but we were at the primary
school and they were -- they went to the secondary
school. So they would have been a bit older.

Q. You've already told us that you were born in 1966 and we
know that you arrived atin- 1975, so
you would have been probably about eight?

A. Mm-hmm.

Q. Eight going on nine or something like that? That age?

A. Yeah.
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At paragraph 30 of your statement, 'Anthea', you tell us
a little about the sleeping arrangements. Where did

everyone sleep?

A. _and -were in the left-hand room up

the stair. And then myself,-_ were in the
right-hand room. In the wee room it used to be-

and [fEN chat shared that room. And then down the
stairs in the bedroom down the stairs was the mum and
the dad's room.

Just to be clear, because we obviously have two people
with the same name here.

Yes.

So essentially you were sharing with your sisters?

I've got a sister -as well.

Yes. And |8 she was sharing with her
younger sister?

Yeah, but she was not always there, so it would probably
have been _room. The younger daughter.

What were the bedrooms like? Were they comfortable?
Well, aye they were comfortable. They were freezing.
They had paraffin heaters, but there was loads of covers
on the bed. They were just beds, beds in the room, and
like a -- what I remember is a wardrobe and like a chest
of drawers is what I remember being in the room. But

there was three beds in that room.
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At paragraph 31 of your statement, 'Anthea', you tell us
about something to do with socks or pants in bed. Can
you tell us what this is about?

Yeah, we weren't allowed to wear any socks or pants in
bed, but we were freezing and if we got caught with
them, well, that's when I got hit with a slipper by
because we put the socks and the pants
on to go to bed.

You say that she hit you with the slipper?

Yeah, she did, because I went to bed and wore them.
You had your socks and pants on. What else were you
wearing?

A nightie. Probably a nightie and then covers, but the
covers always seemed to be damp. Must have been the
condensation when I think about it.

When she hit you with the slipper, whereabouts on your
body did she hit you?

My bottom, yeah, bum, bare bum.

Your bare bottom?

Yeah.

Was there anyone else there when that happened?
Probably my sisters, but -- they would have been there
because they would have heard it, aye.

What about Did they know anything

about this?
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FJH used to say something.

A. Oh aye, she used to make like comments, yeah, she did.
So they all knew when you were on your period.

Q. You say at paragraph 36, 'Anthea', that when you look
back now, you think it must have been for the sake of
the foster father, knowing that you were on
your period?

A. Definitely.

Q. What's your thinking behind that?

A. I don't know how I thought that, but I just used to
think that she knew but made out she didn't know, so
that used to make me think like that, ken? I don't know
why that crossed my mind, but I do -- I always used to
think that, she's letting -- but who does things like
that anyway? Looking back, it's a bit ...

LADY SMITH: You're talking about a time when your periods
had just started, a time when it can be acutely
embarrassing as you get used to dealing with them.

A. I know.

LADY SMITH: And no young girl wants other people to know.

A. Anyway.

LADY SMITH: That's quite all right. I get what you're
talking about, a very clear picture. I do understand.

A. (Witness nods)

LADY SMITH: Ms Rattray.
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MS RATTRAY: Thank you, my Lady.

'Anthea', I'm going to move on to page 7 of your
statement and under the heading of "Food". What kind of
food were you given to eat at ?

Bread and butter. Margarine. But we used to eat it --
we used to throw it behind the settee and that, because
it was disgusting. We used to spread it on a thin ...
where you cut the onions, and it used to taste like
onions, I've got a memory of that, when I'm making
sandwiches now.

When they were slicing the bread or spreading the bread,
it was sitting on like a board that they used to cut
onions or something like that --

Aye.

-- so it took the taste of onions?

Yeah, you could taste the onion off it, ken.

When you had your meals, you mentioned an early memory,
a first memory and perhaps a good memory, of everyone
sitting around the table. Was that how you had your
meals at ?

That was —-- that was my first -- my memory of ever
sitting at the table. I never ever sat at that table
again with the family. We used to stand at a table in
the kitchen and eat our tea. So I was at one side of

the table, -would have been at the other and ||| |}l
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used to face the wall outside and_ used to stand
at the top. We all stood when we ate our tea. We never
ever sat at that table again. It was only the one
memory.

In terms of meals, did you all eat the same food as each
other, you and?

No, no, not at all. They used to get different things
from us, but they used to sit in the living room and
eat. A lot of the times I think my sister -- we used to
peel the tatties and my sister_ used to do the
cooking, which would probably have been homemade soup or
fried tatties and fried egg. But ken, like if you
wanted to leave the table, you had to leave the table to
ask to leave the table and then they'd say, "Well, you
have already left the fucking table", and ... you know
what I mean?

Would it be fair to say some kind of mind games going on
there?

Definitely, aye. But that was -- it was -- yeah,
definitely there was something going on.

You refer to the "goodies", like good food or treats or
something like that. Whereabouts were they kept?

They were in their room. They had a lock on their door
in the bedroom, their bottom bedroom, and they kept

all -- everything in that -- in that room. All the
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goodies like biscuits and things like that, they were
always locked away, sweeties and things like that.

If they were locked away, did you ever get them?

We got them sometimes. Not an awful lot. We used to
get the younger --_to go and ask for it. Ask
for sweeties, so hoping that we'd get some. Aye, and we
did get sweeties sometimes, but not a lot.

What about children? Were they in the same
situation as you?

No, they were totally treated -- like they could go help
themselves, get the key, go to the room, get whatever
they wanted and eat it in front of us and that, but we
never got it and it would be, "What are you looking at?"

Were there any chores that you did when you were at the

FJHIFJI

I used to saw the sticks and cut the kindling. I've
actually got a big scar when I sawed my finger off, well
in half with the saw. So -- bring in the coal, my
brother used to bring in the coal. We used to clean,
sweep the stairs with a brush right down the stairs, it

would be a wee tiny hand brush. Yeah, we done loads of

chores.

What aboutchildren? Did they do the same
chores?

No, it was always us that had to do everything. It was
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always our family. We were always the ones to go and do
it.

In relation to cutting the kindling and using a saw

TG =

Yeah.

-- cut things, you did that?

(Witness nods)

Did anyone else do that job?

No. We used to do it. We used to get an arm(?) each,
me, -and - and then he used to get the coal.
At page 8 of your statement at paragraph 43 you make
mention that the foster mother, used to work
sometimes but you say the social work didn't know that?
No. She used to work -- go to -- at that time it was
an egg factory, but the social work didn't know that,
but she got -- I remember her getting caught and then
she blamed us for telling somebody at the school. BRut
there was no -- sometimes when we went home, there was
nobody there.

Is that something -- her working, is that something you
remember yourself or is it something you'wve read in the
records or --

No, it's something I remember. It just came to my head
that I knew. A lot of things have been coming back to

me the last few days.
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What was their reaction to you having done that?

Going to bed without tea was a punishment as well a lot,
so the next day you would be told that when you get
home, Jjust go right to your bed, no tea, stuff like
that.

Moving on to the guestion of school, at paragraph 53 you
tell us that there were times with the weather that you
were snowed in and you would have to clear the roads
yourselves. And were they clearing the
roads as well?

No, we just used to get shovels and do it us.

At paragraph 55 you say you didn't do well at school and
you were the clown of the class. I think you were
saying that you acted up at school.

(Witness nods)

And you think you were trying to draw attention to
yourself?

Looking back, I probably -- probably did, but your
behaviour comes out in -- because you can't really
express yourself, I suppose, so that's probably how

I was -- behaved like that.

Is that something you realised at the time --

No.

-- that you were doing or is it something that you've

thought about later in life?
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Thought about later in life.

At paragraph 57 you say that you found out later that
there were reports back to the social work that there
were marks on you?

Mm—hmm.

Can you tell us about that?

Well, they used to always hit us and that a lot. The
brothers, their sons used to always hit us and kind of
slap us and ... a lot.

So you had marks from that?

Yeah, yeah. Aye, we got bruises and that.

You also say at paragraph 58 that there was a time you
were caught stealing food from the bin at school.
Mm~-hmm.

What happened when you were caught doing that?

Mrs Smith just took that -- she was the headteacher at
the time. I just told her I was hungry.

At paragraph 60 on page 10 of your statement, 'Anthea',
you say that you remember going to a pal's house from
school one day because you didn't want to go home.
Mm-hmm.

And the pal's mum phoned and you tell us
something happened when you got home. What happened?
I got the belt from the dad, the dad | battered us.

Whereabouts on your body did he hit you with?
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All over. I remember being on the chair and he just hit
us all over.

How many times would he hit you?
Quite a lot of times. I can't remember exactly how many
times, but he did hit us a lot, until she told him to
stop, the mum.

The hitting with the belt by the foster father,

FJI how frequently did that happen?

The belt, probably about four times, the belt.
Otherwise it was just punching and pushing and -- aye.
But the belt was about four times. The 54321 biscuits
was the belt, but -- it sticks in my head, stealing the
biscuits.

You remember a time you got the belt for stealing
biscuits?

I got the belt, I stole biscuits and got caught.

Moving to the gquestion of social workers, do you
remember ever seeing a soclial worker whilst you were at
i

Yeah. Not a lot, but I do remember seeing a social
worker and it was Mrs Auchterlonie. She was our social
worker and she sticks in my mind because she had

a really -- like burns on her face. Aye. But she was
our social worker at the time. But no, we didn't see

them a lot at all. And I couldn't really say if it was
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going back to Dundee", but at that time Dundee was

probably -- I don't know, but ... made to be the big bad

place, I suppose, SO ...

So you didn't really know why that was a bad thing, but

you took from it that to go back to Dundee would be

a bad thing?

Yeah. Well, that's what -- aye, probably. But I don't

know why that was, but probably because Dundee was

always like, "Oh, yous will be taken away, you'll be
.." I don't know, I don't really know.

You tell us at paragraph 64 that you didn't celebrate

birthdays or Christmas.

Not really. It was an effort it took for them to

celebrate your birthday or Christmas. They celebrated

it, but it was like it was grudge to you if you were

getting anything. One of my memories is getting

Mousetrap, but I didn't even remember being allowed to

play with it.

what about [FIEElcrildren? wWere their birthdays

celebrated?

Oh they were celebrated, yeah. They used to go out

places and take them out. A lot of the time when you

look back now, ken, I don't know where they would have

been, but a lot of the time they must have been working

or something because a lot of the time we were on our
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A.

Mm-hmm.

LADY SMITH: Did you ever see the letters later on, for

example?

No. But I do remember the social worker,

Ms Auchterlonie, saying that dad was writing letters and
he was going up there and causing a scene because we

weren't getting the letters.

LADY SMITH: And you got that from the social worker?

A.

Yeah.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MS RATTRAY: 'Anthea', turning now to the heading in your

statement, "Abuse in foster care at ", you

say you couldn't write the things that happened in that

house.

Mm~hmm.

Can you tell us today the kind of things that happened?

Sexual abuse from the two sons and the dad. Waking up,

getting put in another room with them, waking up with

them touching you. Would either be the dad, would

either be one of the sons. It was just constant.

You're going home from school -- it just went on and on.
Quite a lot of sexual and physical abuse through the

time there.

If we focus on the physical abuse first.

Yeah.
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What kind of physical abuse was there?

Hitting, punching, giving you dead arms. Sitting on top
of you doing the typewriter. Shooting you with pellet
guns in your foot. Making you dance. Endless.

And I think --

Oh, the towel, I just noticed there, the towels, getting
a wet towel and flinging you as well.

Who was carrying out this type of abuse?

The -- and_ they were doing
that quite a lot. The sons. But the dad, he was just
the belt and the punching, but mostly their sons were
the ones that hit us.

At paragraph 75 you mention something that happened to
your younger brother?

My brother used to get battered in front of us in the
room. Whipped with a horsewhip and everything, calling
him an idiot. He went through ... yeah.

You mention a horsewhip.

Mm~—hmm.

They hit him with a horsewhip?

Yeah.

What did this horsewhip --

Thinking it was funny. Thinking it was funny. Just
used to bring -- I don't know where this whip thing

comes from, but it was a big whip and they used to just
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get him and then hit him and think it was funny.

Can you tell us what this whip looked like?

It was like black and it was leather and it was just

a big like whip. Horsewhip thing. It was massive.
Kind of had like a big ... it was a big long thing.
But, ken, they just ...

Are you talking about like a stick which was leather or
are you talking about --

I'm talking about a stick with a big leather bitty on
the end.

So you have a solid stick and then you have this like
leather rope type thing?

Yeah, yeah, that's it, a whip, aye. Used to hit him
with that in front of us and that. Call him names.
Call him daft. - not here to

You tell us about the biscuits and you have spoken about
that already, about what happened --

Mm~-hmm.

-- at the time in relation to taking biscuits.

At paragraph 78 you say, and you've mentioned this
before as well, that you used to be on your own a lot of
the time?

Mm~hmm.

Where were (Ul when you were on your own?

They used to go to the pub, the_ down to the
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_ We used to get left on our own with
sometimes with or- in charge of us, their sons.
You say you weren't allowed downstairs?

No. Had to stay up the stairs. Weren't allowed in the
living room or nothing, no. They used to put things

so -- traps in case you did.

What kind of traps?

Books on the door and things.

So whenwent out and the children had to stay
at home, you had to stay upstairs?

Mm~-hmm.

You weren't allowed to go downstairs?

No.

You tell us at page 13, paragraph 79 in relation to
certain things that you say did.

Yeah.

You talk about I think it says here a pellet gun and

I think you mentioned that already. What happened with
the pellet gun?

He shot us in the foot with it, making us dance. Just
used to have a pellet gun because he used to shoot
rabbits, so he had this gun and it had pellets in it and
he used to shoot us with it.

When he was shooting at you, what was your reaction?

Screaming.
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to get in the car and we were going back. Ken. So
ruining everybody's day would have been me causing
a scene. But I was getting ... mm.

You say at paragraph 83 there was something that

happened with and a girl on the-

Mm=hmm.

What was that?

He's meant to have raped a girl, but there was like --
you know how when you're at school people talk, so at
that time everybody used to talk, but not that we would
talk, but we heard this, yeah, and there was like -- he
was actually in a special department or something at the
school. You know how years ago it used to be if you had
like problems with learning, I think he was at

a school -- a special part of the school for that and
he'd done something to some girl.

So at the time from the talk at school, you had heard
that it was a rape?

Yeah.

At page 14 of your statement, 'Anthea', you speak about

sexual abuse you experienced --

Mm~hmm.
-- when you were at |fglgl i
Mm-—hmm.
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my period because -- when that happened. When I think
about it, because I couldn't understand why I was
bleeding. So I do remember that, I thought I needed
stitches.

Who was it who did this?

FJK

You say at your statement had sex with you

when you were 12 or 137

Yeah.

And you were bleeding. You didn't know where the blood
was from. You remember thinking you needed stitches
down there because of the time you'd cut your hand.
Mm-—hmm.

And you couldn't tell anybody.

That's right.

I think you go on to tell us that you did tell someone
about this?

I told a girl in the school, [N

What happened after you told the girl at school?
She told her mum. And then her mum phoned

for me and told me to go down the road, but I was too

scared. And that's when it came out and I got accused
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of being a liar and ...

LADY SMITH: 'Anthea', can you remember whether it was the

A.

next day that you talked to this friend at school or --
Yeah, it was at school. It would have been the next

day --

LADY SMITH: Okay.

A.

-- that I spoke to her, aye.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MS RATTRAY: Perhaps at this stage, so we have the dates and

the timescale, it might be helpful to look at some of
your records because this is recorded --

Yeah.

-— within your children's records. If we could look at
DUN-000000699. ©Of those records, if we could turn to
page 44. These are children records. If we move to the
foot of the page, I think we see an entry of

5 March 1981.

Yeah.

We know from this entry that a report was made to the
police.

Yeah.

And it was your school friend's mother who made a report
to the police, because you had told your friend that you

were being sexually assaulted by your foster father,

e N and his son S
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Yeah. That's true.
If we turn to page 45 of this record, there's an entry
of 6 March 1982, and from that we learn that your
friend's mother also reported this to the social work
department in St Andrews.
Yeah.
If we move then to an entry of 11 March 1981, which is
the next entry on this page, we learn from that that you
were taken from school at the end of the day and
questioned and then sent back to
(Witness nods)

That's true, aye.
If we move to the foot of that page, there's an entry of
12 March 1981, which records that you were examined by
the police surgeon on that evening at Cupar.
That's true, aye.
The police surgeon later confirmed that you were not
virgo intacta and in view of the emerging facts, the
social worker decided to bring the children back to
Dundee, although it was quite late.
That's true, because we had to stay there that night.
At that stage you were taken back to house
and the parting from Mrswas very traumatic?
That's true.

And the social worker was so concerned about Mrs FJH
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that the social worker requested the policewoman to make
arrangements for someone to take her car back while she
was driven home in another.

"Whilst the children were in a tearful state on
leaving Mrs they soon brightened up on the way in
the car."

At that stage you were taken to a children's home,
Burnside House.

That's true.

If I could turn to page 2 of this document, we see that
there's a summary at the first paragraph here, which --
this forms part of your children records. Under
background information, that you had told your school
friend about being sexually abused by Mrand

alf On 5 March 1981:

"Her friend told her mother who in turn reported it
to the police. The policewoman who took the information
was going on holiday that day and was unable to meet
with the social worker until the following week."

So we see that there's been a lapse.

"It was another five days before [you] were
interviewed by the police."

Right.
Whilst a report was submitted to the Procurator Fiscal,

a decision was made not to prosecute due to they thought
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there was no corroboration.

Once all of that happened, do you remember whether
there was any follow-up from the police investigation at
that time that you were made aware of?

I was made aware of nothing. Nothing. Even going into
that -- going into Burnside, nobody ever talked to me
about anything about it. And probably went about my
life thinking, ken, "Not believed, not believed".

I think still at this page, we move to the foot of

page 2, there is also reference to when you were removed

"The children did not get their personal belongings
such as photographs, documents, exam results, as they
were left with and they therefore have no
record of their childhood history. This is very
upsetting for them. In addition, the family were not
advised of the outcome of the investigation."

Yeah, that's right.
'Anthea', you are aware that the Inquiry has traced

been given to them in order that they can have a chance

and your statement has

to comment on that and the allegations, some very
serious allegations, which are made here.

Aye.

If we hear evidence from and indeed

92



10

11

12

13

14

L5

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

FJK that this didn't happen, that neither of
them were aware of any behaviour in the house that they
would consider to be abuse of children, what's your
response to that?

My response to that is like they didn't live it. They
didn't live what we had lived. They didn't ken. They
seen it. What's their perception of abuse? They're
lying. They're lying. That's what they're doing.

It's been suggested that as a reason as to why, from
their perspective, you would be telling lies, because
they say there wasn't any abuse, it's been suggested
that you might have said these things because you liked
your first foster placement better and maybe that's why
you saild the things you did.

How could you make up a story like that? How could you
make that up? Who in their right mind would even begin
to make up a story like that? But my foster -- because
I liked my foster parents? Oh, honestly, they're lying.
They're covering up for the things they done to us.
That's what's wrong with them.

Just one final record to look at, and that is at page 47
of this record we have in front of us. What we see here
is communication from your social worker,

Ms Auchterlonie, dated 7 July 1978. This is some time,

some years, before you were removed in-l981. What
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we see here is that she had formed a view that you and
your siblings shouldn't be in the care of Mr and

vrs BRI -ue it appears that others within the social
work department didn't agree with that.

Yeah. I know, it's really quite ... upsetting. We were
failed, that's what it is. How could -- something that
sticks in my mind: where are we going to house four
children? You know what I mean? For the social work.
We should have been removed from them the minute we
went. I mean who ... it's ... can I ask you something?
Is Mrs [FEIlsci11 alive?

Off the top of my head, I can't tell you that.

No.

But suffice to say we're not in a position -- we haven't
traced them.

Right, okay. Okay. They failed us. They failed us.
They failed us.

When you say "they", who you are referring to?

The social work department. The whole lot. Nobody
listened.

If I can take you to paragraph 174 of your statement
now, 'Anthea', which is on page 27. You tell us here
about some lessons, perhaps -- under "Other
information", you tell us about lessons perhaps we can

learn.
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A. Okay.

(The witness withdrew)

LADY SMITH: A number of names were mentioned there, the
- who were foster carers, and the
own family members. In addition to that, the
witness's siblings were referred to by name at times.
Those names are all protected by my general protection
order and they can't be identified outside this room.

I think it's time for the lunch break, Ms Rattray,
yes?

MS RATTRAY: Yes, my Lady. There will be another oral
witness at 2 pm.

LADY SMITH: Very well. I'll rise now until 2 o'clock.

(1.05 pm)

(The luncheon adjournment)

(2.00 pm)

LADY SMITH: Good afternoon. And now the last oral witness
of today, I think. Is that correct, Ms Rattray?

MS RATTRAY: Yes, my Lady. The next witness is an applicant
who wishes to remain anonymous and has the pseudonym
'Davie’'.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MS RATTRAY: 'Davie' was in the care of Glasgow Corporation.

He was placed with Mr and Mrs on -1971 and

they were foster carers appointed by Glasgow
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that?

They're two years older than me.

Right, okay. You say you actually thought they were
twins?

Correct.

Moving to paragraph 4 of your statement, you tell us

that you were put into foster care with the
Yes, that's correct.

I think you also tell us that in circumstances where you
didn't have any memories of life before care --

Yeah.

-— for a long time you believed that they were your real
parents?

Correct.

What age were you when you discovered they weren't?

14.

Turning to what life was like with the you
tell us that the first house was at_
What was the house like there? Do you remember that?

It was a -— it was one of these houses that was made of
steel, so in the winter ... it was quite cold in the
winter, there wasn't much as in heat in the house. The
radiator in my room was turned off on a lot of

occasions, so I was wvery cold.
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Q. Sorry?

A. I don't recall.

Q. You don't remember?

A. No.

Q. I think you tell us, though, that you remember your
sisters had dolls?

A. Correct.

Q. In relation to food, what were meals like at the

FKM/FKP 5

I recall or- cooking the meals. When they

=]

did, it was either laced with ash or spat on.

0. So when you say - vou rean vour sisters?

A. Both my sisters, yeah.

Q. So were they expected to do the cooking?

A. I think they just done it. I think that was just part
of their tasks, you know, to look after me.

LADY SMITH: 'Davie', when you said, "When they did it was
either laced with ash or spat on", were you talking
about the foster parents, the

A. Yes.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MS RATTRAY: When you had meals, did you eat your dinners as
a family round the table together?

A. We tried to.

Q. When you say you "tried to", what do you mean by that?
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A.

school uniform?

They were taken off us and put by for another occasion.
They weren't things that were available for you to
normally wear?

No.

LADY SMITH: Did you have your own clothes' cupboard or

A.

drawer that was for your clothes?

I did.

LADY SMITH: You did?

A.

Aye, yes.

LADY SMITH: What, a drawer? A cupboard?

A.

A small set of drawers in my bedroom.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

Ms Rattray.

MS RATTRAY: Thank you, my Lady.

You mentioned wearing the good sets of clothes for
a social work visit. How old were you when you first
became aware of social work visits?
12/13 onwards.
That was around the time, was it, that you say you

learnt that Mr and Mrs [RSUSEE wcren't your real

parents?
That's correct.
Do you remember whether there were any visits before

that but --
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That's correct.

And you tell us at paragraph 31 about her drinking.
That's correct.

What did she drink?

Vodka.

When she was abusing you, was that when she was very
drunk or was she sober?

Probably sober enough to be capable of doing what she
done to me.

You tell us that most of the sexual abuse stopped when
you were about 14 years old?

That's correct.

At paragraph 32, you tell us about how you came to know

that the [BUHES were not your natural parents.

That's correct.

Who told you about that?

I think it was just through either _or-and
then I went to the social work department and it was
confirmed.

How did that affect you, learning that?

That's when I got really, really angry.

How did you express your anger?

Alcohol, glue sniffing, taking drugs. That was my
escapism.

Paragraph 37 on page 8 of your statement, 'Davie', you
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much as they can, but obviously they couldn't because
they had a big family their self. And just during that
time span, you know, things -- you know, it was like
kept in the house sort of type thing.

At paragraph 42, as you've mentioned already, you
finally ran away?

Correct.

Whereabouts did you go?

I ended up in a sort of kind of a -- it's like

a homeless hostel, George Hotel, it was called. I lied
about my age to get into this facility. And then the
social work department picked up on me and then took me
to a secure place in Barrhead.

You tell us that you were sent to an assessment centre
in Barrhead, Paisley --

That's correct.

-- until you were old enough to leave?

That's correct. That's correct.

I'm going to take you to paragraph 51 of your statement
now, where you speak about reporting abuse --

Yeah.

Yeah.
You tell us that there was an occasion when you were 14

that you tried to report it to the social work?
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Correct.

Can you tell us more about that?

I represented myself to the Burgher Street branch of the
Social Services and I told them what I knew and they
told me to go home. Partly due because I was under the
influence of alcohol, and they said, '[ESIIGzgGEG ;ust
go home", that's all they said. I remember it so
vividly.

You name the person you spoke to?

Correct.

And who was that?

It was a Ms Elizabeth Prentice who was my social worker
at that particular time.

You say that it was obvious she didn't believe you in
the slightest?

That's correct.

You tell us at paragraph 52 that later in life you made
a report to the police?

That's correct.

Do you know what's happened in relation to that report?
I believe it's been filed and -- you know, they have
believed my -- what happened happened and they
apologised for not acting on it then, because it was
reported then, according to records in Chester Street

police station, apparently. There was records, but
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nothing was done.

I think you tell us in your statement that ultimately
the case was closed as by this stage in 2015 --

That's right.

-- both the had died?

Apparently, yes.

I'm going to look at paragraph 64 of your statement,
'Davie'. At paragraph 64 you speak about lessons to be
learned.

100 per cent.

What lessons do you think we should learn?

On the actual -- you know, the Disclosure Scotland or
PVG or whatever, you know, I've just learned about them
in the past few years. I've got enhanced disclosure, so
I know what that's about. That allows you to -- to care
for vulnerable people or to be in contact with
vulnerable people. There should be more checks done for
any kind of foster setting.

As I've spoken a lot, I have got a lot of anger
today because I was let down. My sisters were let down,
especially one, who took her own life. It's for her
today and me and Il who's still with us.

So if there's anything that can come out of this,
I'm glad to be here today.

You say that you would like people to have their
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LADY SMITH: Do feel free to go now whenever you're ready,
'Davie'.
(The witness withdrew)
LADY SMITH: Before I rise for the afternoon break, I want

and 'Davie's' own

to mention the names of the [N
sisters who he has referred to by name. These are names
that are all protected by my general protection order
and the people can't be identified outside this room.
Afternoon break, Ms Rattray, yes?
MS RATTRAY: My Lady, perhaps the afternoon break now and
then we will have time for a read-in.
LADY SMITH: Yes, let's do that. Thank you.
(2.59 pm)
(A short break)

(3.11 pm)

LADY SMITH: Ms Macleod, when you're ready.
'Karen' (read)

MS MACLEOD: This is a statement of an applicant who wishes
to remain anonymous and has chosen the pseudonym
'Karen'. Her statement is at WIT-1-000000936. 'Karen'
was boarded out by Glasgow Corporation, later

Strathclyde Regional Council, with |ShSES in
- near Fraserburgh from- 1966 to

The current responsible authority is Glasgow City
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children went somewhere else. I don't recall them being
at Castlemilk, but they might have been.

I remember the train Jjourney because I went for
a pee on the train and the train 'shoogled' and
I thought it was really funny. I think it must have
been social workers that were with us but I don't
remember having met a social worker before then. When
we got off the train we got in a car. I am not sure
what train station we arrived at, but we were driven in

a car to a farm in [ I don't remember that car

journey.
My foster parents were [SSSIRe She
was known as They would have been in their 60s.

He was tall, balding and had a ruddy farmers' face. He
had a kind smiley face and he was a lovely man. He was
the head gardener at the main house, which was nearby.
ERK was small and a bit heavy and always had a sour
look on her face. I never saw her happy. They had
three sons of their own but they were much older and had
married and left home and had their own children. When
we were there, it was only me and my sister who lived
with ESE

We initially lived on a farm in-

Aberdeenshire. My foster dad named the farm. When

I was about eight, we moved to an address at_
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This was after my foster dad had a heart attack.
I don't know but he had previously had heart attacks and
when he had the second one he was told that the farm was
too much work for him and he should retire. I didn't
know they were planning on moving until one day me and
my sister got home from school and we were all packed up
and told we were moving. We got in his car and we drove
to our new house in || IEIGzINBG

The farm was a typical farm with cattle and
vegetables. We never used the front door. We used the
side door which led into the washhouse, then the
kitchen, a back living room. It had a huge fireplace

and a big table and old tatty furniture. Next to that

S ERK-SPO

bedroom. There was a nice living room at
the front of the house for guests. There were stairs
leading to two attic rooms which was where me and my
sister slept. We were together in the same room
initially, but then we were put in separate rooms
because my sister wet the bed. The house didn't have
an inside toilet. We had a pail in our bedroom and
there was an outside porta loo.

The house we moved to in_ was a nice big
house. It had a porch and just inside on the left was
my foster parents' bedroom. Also downstairs was

a living room and a door leading to the bathroom and
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kitchen, there were stairs going up to two big bedrooms
and a glory hole room. There was a nice front garden
but we didn't play there because my foster dad kept it
really nice and entered gardening competitions. The
back garden was gravel, no grass, and there was

a washhouse outside. This house was in a village so
there was more for us to do than on the farm.

We were met at the door by the foster carers,
when we first arrived. The foster dad
asked me how the train journey was and I told him how
I got a biscuit and the train 'shoogled' when I had
a pee. When we were at the foster home we were told by
the social worker that this was our new mum and dad.

I didn't really know any better so that's what I called
them. My sister who was a year older than me, said that
they weren't our mum and dad and she refused to call

them that. I was crying because I didn't understand why

she didn't want to call them mum and dad. My sister

just called them |SRNEEY to begin with and they
didn't try and correct her.

We were woken up and then got dressed and went down
for breakfast in the morning. In the evening about 6.30
we got a cup of tea and a Rich Tea biscuit before bed.
Bedtime and lights out was 7 o'clock. By the time I was

12 or 13 it moved to 9 o'clock.
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out the hen house. We also had to clean out the cows'
barn. We also had to do stuff with the vegetables
growing in the fields. I sometimes sat on Betsy,
a Clydesdale horse, and with my dad we ploughed the
fields. When my dad got a tractor I sat beside him.
When he was seeding the fields I helped him. For the
house we had to get water from the outside water pump
and wash the dishes. Because of the time I spent
helping my foster dad on the farm my ambition in life
was always to be a farmer's wife.

We were never taken out as a family for day trips

anywhere. During the summer holidays we went to stay

sometimes with two of |Sia sons. They were both
married and had their own children. We didn't have

a great time with one son and his wife as we didn't
really get on with their children. We had a nice time
at Laurencekirk with the other son and his wife as we
got on well with them. We sometimes stayed overnight
with them. I was happy when I was in their son's
company as he reminded me of his dad, my foster dad.
Occasionally we stayed there for a week's holiday, it
was either in Buckie or Laurencekirk. We never had a,
what you would call normal, family holiday.

Birthdays weren't celebrated with the foster

parents. There were no parties, cakes or birthday
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children also came to the house to visit |[EANEIES

My sister wet the bed. We were locked in the
bedroom at night and were given a pall to use if we
needed the toilet. Initially we were put in the same
bedroom and slept in the same bed, but when my sister
wet the bed, our foster mum didn't know which one of us
it was. I used to cover for her, change into her wet
nightclothes and take the blame for her because I felt
I was stronger than she was. She was smaller than me
and was very thin. When the bed was wet, I was belted.

had other foster children, a boy and
a girl about ten years before us. I think they were
brother and sister. He joined the RAF. I heard from
them that had another family of four children
too, but they gave them back because one of them wet the

bed. The foster son often came back and visited the

It was the man's job to work on the farm. It was
the responsibility of my foster mother to deal with the
house and bring up the children. My foster father
wouldn't interfere with what my foster mum was doing in
the house and would leave all the discipline to her. My
foster mum never hit me when my foster father was there.
When my sister continued to wet her bed, she wasn't

beaten and instead her punishment was to wash her own
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sheets.

No one ever sat down with me and told me what the
ground rules were and what was acceptable behaviour and
what was not.

I think I was about six years old when my sister
devised a plan for us to run away. She wanted to go
home because (RS weren't her real mum and dad. It
was snowing really badly and we never really thought it
through because my foster dad just followed the
footsteps in the snow and found us. We tried running
away another time but were caught by another farmer not
very far away. Nobody ever asked us why we ran away.

All the good memories I have from being with the
foster parents is the time that I spent with my foster
dad, the man I was happy to call my dad. He was
a lovely man. When my foster mum was taken into
hospital, my dad made us food and we watched Top of the
Pops on the television. We had a great time and this
was probably the best day I had ever had in my life.
When we moved to-my foster father was there
most of the time and I spent a lot of time outside with
him. We went for walks and we watched the bowling.

I tried to spend as much time with him as I could. He

often held my hand when we were going for a walk to or

from church and we would sing or he would tell me
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other minor thing she liked it because it gave her

an excuse to belt me. When she was belting me, her
language was foul and she would be cursing and swearing.
One time I used the word bloody as a swearword and she
didn't like it. My dad stuck up for me saying that
bloody was in the Bible so it wasn't a swearword. My
foster mum beat me the next day when he wasn't there
because he had stuck up for me.

The previous foster girls sometimes came to visit

they had previously been fostered by the

She took me and my sister for a walk when she
came. At one point on our walk she held my sister over
the edge of a bridge over a railway line threatening to
drop her. It was sort of done as a joke. I think the
previous foster girl was doing it to stick up for me and
frighten my sister and let her know that she knew she
was grassing on me to our foster mum. I was really
scared for my sister so I ran back and told our foster
mum. She wasn't allowed to visit after that. I have
since heard that she committed suicide.

The PE teacher at school was a pervert. After PE
the girls would be having their showers and he would
come into the shower room. Sometimes he would come
close to you and the girls would be trying to cover

themselves with their hands in the shower. He would
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believe us and I think I gave up trying to tell anyone
else after that. The rest of the time my foster mum was
there and we knew we couldn't say anything in front of
her. When they wvisited us at -there was no point
in telling them again.

I could never tell my foster dad about the abuse
I was suffering from my foster mum. She made it clear
that if I ever said anything to him about it she would
make it a lot worse for me. I was too frightened to say
anything to my foster dad.

When I was in my 20s, I spoke to the foster carers'
son and told him some of the things about my foster mum
abusing me. He said he knew that it was going on at the
time.

The previous foster son used to come and visit

-farm when me and my sister were there. He

considered to be his mum and dad even though
they had left about ten years earlier. One time he was
there and he told us to hide in his car so we hid on the
back seat. I was about six. I looked up and he was
saying goodbye to our foster parents. One of us must
have put our heads up toc high and spotted us
and told us to get out of the car. The foster son was
told never to come back to the farm. He was obviously

going to take us away from the farm for whatever reason.
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my dad. I have a photograph of them both at my bedside

and every night before I go to sleep I look at the

photographs and say good night to my mum and dad.
Because I never had any love and affection as

a child, my own children suffered because I couldn't

cuddle them. It felt alien to me because I had never

experienced it. It felt wrong to even have my own

children sitting on my knee. I know that I wasn't

a good mother. I never hit my children, but I shouted

at them a lot because that was better than hitting.

I decided never to hit my children because it had

happened to me and it affected me. There is never

a need to hit a child."

And now to paragraph 179:

"If I had been left to stay with [SAAESEY
foster parents, I think I would have become a farmer's
wife, which is what I always wanted to be. I felt safe
when I was with my foster dad, but everywhere else
I felt alone and vulnerable. There was no one when
I was growing up that I could turn to for help. When my
foster father died I lost any chance of becoming
a farmer's wife and because I was then sent to different
places and my life turned out completely different to
what it could have been. I am sure my life could have

been better because my foster dad would have protected
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Now to paragraph 199 on page 48:

"I have no objection to my witness statement being
published as part of the evidence to the Inguiry.

I believe the facts stated in this witness statement are
true."

'Karen' signed this statement on 10 March 2022.

LADY SMITH: Thank you very much, Ms MacLeod.

Can somebody tell me what the plan is for tomorrow?
I think that's all for today, isn't it?

MS MACLEOD: The plan for tomorrow, my Lady, is to have
read-ins at 10 o'clock and a witness at 11.45 and
another witness at 2 o'clock.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

Yes, I thought we were starting with read-ins and
then going on to a live witness. Thank you for
confirming that.

I'll rise now, noting as I do for anyone who is

listening in that there was one name used there, it was

ERK-5PO and that's protected by my general
restriction order and isn't to be repeated.
Thank you very much.
Until tomorrow morning at 10 o'clock.
(4.00 pm)
(The Inquiry adjourned until 10.00 am on

Thursday, 7 July 2022)
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