










































































































































































10

11

12

13

14

L5

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

than enough because we just never knew how many kids
were going to be there.

At paragraph 32 you talk about baking a lot. We've
heard evidence from 'Denise' that you did that, but the
baking wasn't shared with the girls. What's your
response to that?

Of course it was. There wouldn't be much point baking
if it wasn't for the family.

In the next section you go on to talk about leisure time

and at paragraph 34 you say that you sometimes used to

go to walk to _ and walk along the promenade,
I think, at _? Did you do you that with the

girls, can you remember?

Oh yes. We did that often at night.

So that was something that you would do after they came
home from school?

No, after tea.

Oh, after tea, okay.

P and the kids.

We'd all go together,
So if 'Denise' says that didn't happen, she's wrong
about that?

Yes, definitely.

Okay.

She knows we did that, often.

Okay. At paragraph 35 you mention pocket money. Again
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(1.09 pm)
(The luncheon adjournment)
(2.00 pm)
LADY SMITH: Ms Rattray.
MS RATTRAY: Thank you, my Lady.

My Lady, this afternoon we have two read-ins. They
are longer read-ins, and the second of which will
involve looking at records.

However, the first one this afternoon is in respect
of a statement of an applicant who wishes to remain
anonymous and has the pseudonym 'Mary'.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.
MS RATTRAY: 'Mary''s statement is at WIT-1-000000246.

By way of background, 'Mary' was born in 1969 and
lived with her family in Edinburgh before she was taken
into care. She was in secondary school at the time she
was taken into care. Her first placement was with -

and _ or _ in Musselburgh where 'Mary'

thinks she stayed for six months. She then moved to

in Edinburgh. She thinks she was there
for six months as well before being moved to Drylaw
Children's Home in Edinburgh. She recalls being aged 13
or 14 when she moved to Drylaw and aged 16 when she left
Drylaw.

The reason for this rather different introduction is
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because I remember- saying that I could only stay
with them for six months. This has always stuck in my
head.

I'm not sure if I went straight from - and -'s
to the new foster carers or whether I went home to my
mum's overnight. I remember seeing my mum at some
point. She wanted me back with her but the social
workers wouldn't let me go back there. She was really
hurt because I was arguing with her and saying I wanted
to stay with- and- not her. I think I went
straight to the other foster carers, but it's a bit of
a blank.

The social worker didn't tell me how long I was

i . . SC-SP( ;
going to be staying w:Lth I was Jjust told

that I was going there. I remember feeling upset and
angry that I had been taken away from - and-and
my pals. But I also felt that I just had to accept it.
My grandad, who had been in the army, had brought me up
to be clean, tidy and smart, and to be polite to people.
This was drummed into me from a young age. So I thought
I just had to be polite and accept that I was going to
this new place.

They lived in a house on the main road, which was
all on the one level. I think they were called Mr and

ey ) )
Mrs PECRR0 I don't remember their first names. They
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were older than - and - in their 40s or 50s maybe.
The house was generally tidy, although the kitchen was
messy with stuff lying about, but everything had that
musty smell, damp and cold. And it smelt of dogs. They
had two dogs. I think one was an Alsatian. I am
allergic to dogs and cats. I tried to keep my distance
from the dogs but they were always there.

I don't really remember Mr - I just remember
Mrs E and her daughter. I don't know if he worked
and maybe wasn't around very often. Mrs was there
all the time. She was a really hard-faced woman. The
daughter was about 20 and still lived at home. I don't
remember her name. She was vile. There was another
foster girl who I shared a bedroom with, but I think she

came after me.

I don't have a lot of memories of living with the

FSC-SPO , ,
I think I've blocked a lot of it out.

The only memory I have of my first day there is that
FsC put me into the bath and scrubbed me with

a hard brush. I can remember the smell of the horrible
shampoo she used and I have a memory of her scrubbing my
nails. I was naked in the bath and I just remember her
saying that I had to get clean because I was going to

see the doctor. I was then taken to the freezing cold

bedroom. I have no other memories of getting washed
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during my time there so I think I've blocked it out.
I only remember Mrs FSC talking to me about having
to go for a medical at the doctors, but I don't remember
going there.

I shared a room with another foster girl whose name
I can't remember. She was about the same age as me.
There were bunk beds, a set of drawers and an old tiled
fireplace. There was a window on the wall opposite the
beds. It was so basic. They never put the fire on. It
was freezing. I had scratchy blankets on my bed, like
old army blankets. I just remember always being cold.

I remember moaning about the cold one night and
Mrs PRt told me to shut up and think myself lucky that
I had a roof over my head.

I took my clothes from- and -‘s and other
things like bits of make-up, books, pens and diaries.

I was allowed to keep my things in a drawer in the
bedroom.

We had to get up in the morning at about 7.30 during
the week and 8 o'clock at the weekends, and go down and
set the table for breakfast. The other girl and
I washed the plates in the sink.

We had to be in bed before 9 o'clock every night.

We weren't allowed to talk. I can't remember where the

or the daughter's rooms were in relation to ours,

100



10

11

12

13

14

L5

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

but we were young girls and if we were talking or
giggling in bed, the daughter or Mrs would burst
into the room and tell us to stop talking and get to
sleep. They'd put the light out and it was cold and
dark and I felt scared. It was a horrible place to
live. It was like a house of horrors.

There were set times for all the meals. Everything
was very structured. We got our dinner at either 5.00
or 5.30 every single day. They had a huge kitchen and
a big dining table. They were very old-fashioned so all
the meals were at the table. We got things like
porridge, toast and cereal for breakfast. The meals
were all proper home-cooked dinners like stews, mince
and tatties and vegetables. We always got boiled
tatties, pure white tatties with no skins on them.
I dreaded mealtimes because everything was so salty.
I struggled to eat because of the really potent taste of
salt. Mrs would stand over you until you ate
mostly everything on your plate. The other foster girl

was treated the same. Mrs B daughter would just

eat her dinner as normal. I remember saying to
Mrs once that she was trying to poison us and she
told me not to be ridiculous.

You were too scared not to eat the meals. I would

be gagging but would still eat it. When you were
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finished, Mrswould take your plate and put it
down to the dogs and they would lick it. The plate
would then get put back onto the table and you had to
take it and put it in the sink and wash it. The pot
would then go down to the dogs as well and she would let
them lick that. To this day I have a real phobia about
dogs licking. It really creeps me out.

I don't remember ever getting any new clothes.

I just wore what I'd been bought by - and- It
was so different from living with- and - The

never took me to get a haircut or gave me any

pocket money.

I had to move schools. We started in the morning at
8.30. I started skiving school again. I know now that
I'm dyslexic but I didn't know it then. I couldn't
concentrate so I would only go to some classes.

A couple of us used to skive and we'd sit behind the
garage at the bottom of the drive at Liberton or if
someone had money we'd go to the museum and sit in the
toilets because it was warm.

You had to be straight home from school. I felt
really restricted. Once you were in that house it was
like you were a prisoner. I remember I was kept in
a lot and had to just sit in my room. It wasn't

a punishment, it was just what we did. I wanted to see
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my old pals in Musselburgh and Mrs told me that
I wasn't allowed to go back there because I lived with
them now. This really upset me. I don't think there
was a lock on the bedroom door but it felt like you were
locked in a prison.
We used to play cards sometimes at the table.
Fae made us do that. We played cards and did
jigsaw puzzles, nothing else. They were very
old-fashioned. They never took us out. We just sat in
our room on Saturdays and Sundays. We didn't have
a telly in the room. I have no memory of sitting in the
living room. We either sat in the kitchen at the table
or in our bedroom. I spent all my time in the house
with the other foster girl so I don't understand why
I can't remember her name.

The other girl and I had to do the dishes, put the

e must have done

bins out and sweep the floors. Mrs
our laundry because I don't remember doing it. The
bedroom had to be immaculate. We didn't have that much
stuff but you weren't allowed to have anything out of
place. If you chucked anything, like your books or
personal diaries on the floor, you were told immediately

to get them picked up.

I remember my eyes and skin being really bad at the

FSC-SPO

I think it was a mixture of my eczema and
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asthma, made worse by the scratchy blankets and the
dogs. The social worker knew I had bad asthma and hay
fever, so I think she would have known that I was
allergic to dogs. As far as I know, there was never any
discussion about whether I should be living in a house
where there were dogs.

My eyes were always red and puffy and I was always

sneezing and using my inhaler. I got cream for my

eczema at -and -'s, but I never got anything at

FSC-8PO . I had my blue and brown inhalers for my

asthma. Mrs | used to say to me that I was using my
blue inhaler too much. The blue inhaler helps when
you're wheezy and I had to use it gquite a lot. She
would give me a row for using it, so I got kind of
scared to use it. I don't remember being taken to
a doctor. I don't know if I went to the doctor to get
my inhalers or whether Mrs just picked them up for
me. She took me to the dentist once and that was fine.

I must have seen my nana and grandad for a day
because I remember my nana taking me to get my hair cut
and my grandad bought me new shoes and a winter coat.

I didn't get the same weekend visits to my mum's as
I'd had when I was at - and -‘s. I don't really

remember seeing my mum. I have no memory of her coming

to the SRSl home. She had my wee brother when I was
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FSC-SPO

with and I remember wanting to go to the house

to see him but I wasn't allowed. I don't know who
stopped me or how I'd heard that he'd been born.
I never got the chance to see him as a baby and I don't
have a great relationship with him now.

You didn't dare not do what you were told, so
I don't know what the punishment would have been for

FsC would raise her

discobedience or misbehaving. Mrs
voice and the other girl and I Jjust did what we were
told. Mrswas hard-faced so I was scared of her.
I only rebelled a few times about the food and was told
to be quiet and to think myself lucky that I had
something to eat.

I had a couple of visits from the social worker,

Liz Myers. I have no recollection of any official
person coming in to inspect the house or to see how
I was being looked after.

There was no love or affection. They were just cold
towards me and the other foster girl. I don't remember
any of them ever being nice to us or giving us any kind
of praise or encouragement. They never took an interest
in us. It was just a case of sending us off to school,

giving us our food and sending us to our room to sit or

off to bed. It was made clear to us that we were just

F¢

o

3C

the foster children. I was told by Mrs to be
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grateful that I had a roof over my head and was getting
fed.

We got our three meals a day but never got any
snacks or treats so I was always hungry. I have no
memory of ever getting any puddings or treats. If you
asked for anything else, you were told that you'd had
your tea. We never got supper. We just got a hot drink
at night. I think we got cocoa or something like that,
and we never got a biscuit with it. I remember going to
bed hungry.

The daughter seemed to rule the house. If you asked
for something, the daughter would say, "No, you're not
getting that, you're the foster brats". For example, we
had to sit at the table and watch the daughter putting
Clearasil on her blackheads and doing her nails. It was
gross. We'd often ask her if we could paint our nails
and she'd tell us that we couldn't, as we were just the
foster brats and didn't get to do things like that. She
was horrible. She always referred to us as either 'the
foster children' or 'foster brats'. I can't remember

saying that, but she and the daughter would

often say things like, 'Know your place. We're here to
look after you, so know your place”.
The daughter would push us about a lot and tell us

to go to our room. She'd physically shove me and the
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other girl into our room. I don't remember Mr or Mrs
ever hitting me.

I believe that a lot more happened in but

I've blocked it all out. I can't remember most of my
time there. The strongest memories I have are that the
house smelled damp and musty and I was always sitting in
the freezing cold bedroom.

I had a couple of visits from the social worker.

I remember saying to her that I hated it and that she
had to get me out of there. I think it was Liz Myers.
She was nice, but she said to me that they weren't so
bad and I just had to stick it out. I told her about
the salt in the food and she said that the food couldn't
be that bad and I was probably overreacting because

I was missing my friends in Musselburgh. What people
need to understand is that kids weren't listened to back
in the day. It was like you were telling tales if you
said anything. That's how I felt when I spoke to the
social worker.

I also have a memory of going to my grandparents and
asking my nana to get me out of there. I said to my
grandad that I would run away and he told me not to
dare. He was strict and I think they were worried that
something was going to happen to me. I think my nana

spoke to my mum and I have a memory of either my mum or
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my nana arguing with the social worker about me going
back home, but they weren't allowed to take me home.
I think something must have happened to make me and

FSC-SPO but I've

the other girl run away from
blocked it out. I must have been about 13 at the time.
I think it was something to do with the daughter. We
went to bed one night and waited until they were all
asleep and then we climbed out of the window. We put
our pillows under the covers to make it look like we
were in bed in case anyone checked. I remember walking
down the road for what seemed like forever. I think we
might have taken a few things with us in our school bags
but we had no money. I think I was going to my
grandparents but I didn't want to knock their door in
the middle of the night. We had nowhere to go and ended
up being picked up by the police and they took us back
|

I told them about how I was being treated by

Mrs e and her daughter, but I don't think they

believed me. They weren't interested anyway. They told

FSC-SPO in front of me what I'd said. Mrs was
really angry and I said to the police that they had to
get me out of there or I would just run away again.

I think something definitely happened to cause me to run

away, but I just can't remember what it was.
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Mrssaid I was completely out of control and
the social work got called in. I think it was Liz
Myers, and there was a male social worker there as well.
I think he was a temporary worker. I don't know his
name. Mrs Myers told them to take me away if I didn't
want to be there any more and I ended up back in
a social work office being taken to Drylaw Children's
Home.

I don't know how long I lived at It
felt like forever but I think it might only have been

for six months."

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Move you now to paragraph 136 on page 31 where
'Mary' speaks about impact. The impact on 'Mary' has to
be understood in the context not only of foster care but
also her experiences of life before care and at

Drylaw Home.

LADY SMITH: And it sounds as though she spent at least the

first half of her childhood out of care with her mum and

stepfather.

MS RATTRAY: Yes.
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"The way in which I was moved from one set of foster
parents to another made me feel so insecure. Even now,
I still find myself looking for reassurance all the
time. For example, when I cook something I'll ask
everybody if it's all right, if it's good enough and
tastes okay. I just always seem to need to be
reassured. I think it's got a lot to do with being so

insecure when I was a child.

When I lived with W and in Drylaw, I grew up
thinking that I was just the foster child or the child
in care and that I was nothing. Those thoughts
continued into my adult life. I've built up my
confidence through having kids, working in care and
through the friendships I have now. I have turned my
life around but not everyone can do that.

Before I got married, my relationships would always
break down because I was not very good at being in
a relationship. I am very private so I don't really
trust anybody, although I am getting better with this.
I am really independent and prefer to stand on my own
two feet. Even if I'm struggling, I don't ask for help.
I just get on with things myself, which is something
I learnt to do at a young age.

I believe that if I'd had proper guidance when

I left Drylaw, I would never have ended up living the
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once a child is placed there. Social workers need to go

in and inspect the actual houses to see where the kids
will be sleeping and make sure that there are proper
facilities. home was damp and freezing and
I had asthma. Also, it's not enough to know that the
foster carers don't have a criminal record. They need

to find out what type of people they are and make sure

that they are doing it because they care about kids, not

just for the money. I never heard (S say
anything about the money, but it was obvious that they

didn't care because to them we were just 'the foster

children'.

I think the most important thing that can be learned

from my experience is that when a child leaves care,

somebody needs to be responsible for making sure that

they are safe, that they have a proper home to go to and

that they have life skills, such as how to do the
shopping, cook and manage money. They need somewhere
safe to live and they need to be supported for quite
a long time, until they can find their feet and show
that they can pay their bills and manage their money
themselves.

The system totally failed me. For a bairn to be
abandoned by the system at 16 is so scary. I could

easily have gone down a different road. I could have
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I have no objection to my witness statement being
published as part of the evidence to the Inquiry.
I believe the facts stated in this witness statement are
true."
And 'Mary' signed her statement on 21 January 2020.
LADY SMITH: Thank you.
MS RATTRAY: My Lady, if we can move on to the next read-in?
LADY SMITH: Yes, let's do that.
MS RATTRAY: This is a read-in of 'Brian', which is
a pseudonym, and his statement is at WIT.001.001.7464.

'Brian' was in the care of Tayside Regional Council. He

was in a foster placement with (called

until - 1987. The current responsible authority
is Dundee City Council.
'Brian' (read)
MS RATTRAY: "My name is 'Brian'. I was born in 1972. My
contact details are known to the Inguiry.

Qur family home was in Dunbar at the back of Dundee.
There were four children and my mum and dad. My mum and
dad split up when we were young. My brother was the
eldest. He died in an accident in 2011. Then there's
my older sister, me and my younger sister.

I don't have a great recollection of being very

young. I do know my mum and dad split up and my mum was
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an alcoholic. She kept getting drunk and the social
work kept a close eye on her with us. My mum also had
a breakdown. We were all in and out of the social work
place at Carolina House in Dundee and another couple of
children's homes in and around Dundee. That was the
shelter in Dundee and a nuns' place down in Roseangel
also in Dundee. I was in the shelter for about a year
and Roseangel for about six months. That would have
about from about the ages of five to eight. From what
I can remember that care was all okay but I could never
settle.

I do remember all four of us were in care at

Carolina House in Dundee and in the -of 1980 we

all went to stay with |udEEl That was
a trial for foster care with [l and lasted for

four weeks. The intention was that all four of us would
stay with them and all four of us did go. It was all
okay with them at that time. It wasn't until my older
brother and sister were taken away that it got bad for
me and my younger sister.

The social work department were involved with all of
that and there were meetings at Carden House in
Aberdeen. The names of the social workers I remember
are David Reid, who was the one who put us in care, and

a Jim Dunsmuir. They basically left us to the dogs.
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On_l981, all four of us officially went

parents. I have no specific memories of us arriving at

I/
the but we called themand - I also

know that they had fostered a family before we went

there.
three sons. The daughter was the oldest and was about

eight years older than me. She was getting ready to go
off to university when we went there. Next was a son
who was about seven years older than me. He was getting
ready to leave school as well. He joined the RAF. The
second son was three years older than me, then the
youngest son, who was two years older than me.

We stayed there for about two months before my older
brother was taken away. He went for a football trial
with Dundee and Jjust never came back. After about six
months, my older sister was also taken away. That was

because she'd been caught stealing and JBM FESCHl /BN

were rigid on stealing so she had to leave.

I think and and their family had only

been at that house for about a year when we went there.

It was a big farmhouse outside_ in

Aberdeenshire. It sat on its own in the middle of

nowhere.
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I remember bred dogs and had big kennels at the
farm. We worked and maintained them every single day.
It was a horrible environment.

We were up early on school days, had breakfast, then
it was out to get the dogs fed and watered. We also had
to tend to the poultry, then we went to school. We did
that every day, even if it was cold: dogs, poultry, then
school.

When we got home from school we cleaned the dogs out
and did any other jobs that were going, usually digging
the garden. We went to bed about 8 pm or whenever
Coronation Street finished.

This sounds mad but at weekends they would sometimes
leave us in our beds until about 2 o'clock in the
afternoon, then change the clocks and say it was
10 o'clock in the morning. My bedroom was above the
kitchen and I could smell the cooked breakfast being
made. So family would all be sitting eating
this brunch and my sister and I, we didn't get that. We
weren't allowed out of our bedrooms at all. We would be
called down, have a quick nibble of something, andw
would send us straight out to work. When they did that,
the days went really fast, then we'd be called in for
tea. So they didn't have to give us a cooked breakfast

and we were lying in our beds starving.
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We just had to wash down for about a year and
a half. We had no showers or baths other than on
a Sunday. There was ten people, the four of us, and
and their four kids. [t eventually built
a shower in the scullery but when you went in it you
would get an electric shock. We would never get
a shower anyway.

Initially when we first got there, I shared
a bedroom with the two younger sons. Then I went
upstairs and shared a room with the older son, and once
he left the house I had that room to myself for years.
I didn't have any possessions. I had a bed, a chest of
drawers and a wardrobe. The thing is we didn't have
many clothes.

I don't remember them ever buying us new clothes.
We only ever went out shopping for food, never clothes.
We just wore the same work clothes all the time. Money
was never spent on us. Any money they got for fostering
went to and his kids. His kids were treated the
same as us for work and any money always went to him but
the difference was that he loved and provided for them.

We were fed, I'll not say that we weren't, but we
were hungry what with all the work we were doing. I can
remember being in my bed and being starving. We would

have two bits of teoast in the morning, then we were out
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working. We would get a sandwich at lunch and we'd have
a tea, sometimes it was nice, sometimes it wasn't.
did most of the cooking. I do remember we were
always hungry.

We went to school. It was a primary and secondary
school. I have little memory of school. I just feel we
were always working. I was in rags at school and
I remember that wasn't nice. Everyone knew we were in
foster care. We just wore the same clothes day after
day. Me and my sister were also in the remedial class
at school because we were well behind.

One day when I was in Primary 5, my mum turned up at
the school with David Reid, our social worker.

I remember we went to the Mrs Andrews' house. She was
the remedial teacher. Me and my sister were sent out of
the room and my mum, David Reid and the remedial teacher
had words but I don't know what that was about.

We did wear the same clothes for days to school and
we wouldn't be washed and we'd smell. I was too scared
to say anything to any teachers at school and I wasn't
very good at school anyway. I never really worked and
I only got one O grade. I never really went to school
to learn, it was more just to be with other kids.

In Primary 5, 6 and 7, I remember the annual class

photographs that got taken with all the class together.
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I will always remember that because me and my sister
were taken into the assembly hall and we had our two
photos taken separately, then we were put back into the
class. I'm not in any classroom photos. I've seen my
class photos and I'm not in any class photos from those
years. I only have one photograph from my childhood,
one from when I was at school there.

We never went on many trips, if we did go anywhere,

it was only now and again and it would be one of the
annual camps that I would go on with the cadets.
I remember we once went to Scarborough, I think it was,
and gave me £20 for two weeks. After a few
days, one of the cadet instructors came up and asked me
where my money was and I showed him all I had. He just
shook his head and walked away.

We had three days off a year, Christmas Day, New
Year's Day and your birthday. They were the only days
off in the whole year. 1I'll tell you all the rest of
the time we worked, we worked constantly.

My sister and I got presents at Christmas and on our
birthdays but nothing compared to the own kids,
they always got better. I remember at Christmas we
would get presents and a selection box then W would
gather them all up and put them in the front room and

you weren't allowed near them. One year my mum told me
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she'd got me a present, I forget what it was, but the
youngest son ended up getting it, not me.

I remember when I was 13 I got a bike from the
social work when I joined the cadets. then gave me
a bit more freedom but I was embarrassed to go anywhere
because I was always stinking and dirty. I got a radio
cassette box when I was 14 and we had some books and
toys but I never had a TV or a computer or nothing.

We didn't really have any time to ourselves and if
we did I would just be kicking a ball about with myself.
I was always playing on my own. I had nobody to muck
about with. own children kept their
distance from me and my sister. We would just be put to
our bedrooms.

organised all visits and it
was always through the social work department. There
were no spur-of-the-moment family visits allowed at all.
All visits were dictated by and JBM David Reid
very rarely visited us, maybe once a year, and he never
asked my opinion about anything. I don't think I saw
him at all from 1986 through to 1988 when I joined the
army and left foster care. There was no bond at all
between David Reid and my sister and me. Whenever he
was visiting, you could tell he couldn't wait to get out

of there.
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My mum did try and do things to get us out but it
was never any good. Her man was bad and treated her
bad. I once saw him hang her out of the window of her
house by her feet. That was when I was wee and was
staying with her.

When I was at the foster home we only saw her now
and again and it was never at the farmhouse or
at her house. There was a stop put on that. It was
always at the social work place at Carolina House in
Dundee. I only saw her about once every year to
18 months for a couple of hours. The last time I saw
her was in Primary 7. That was in 1983.

My mum died in 1985 and I remember that our social
worker, David Reid, picked my sister and me up from the
house to take us to the funeral. His car broke
down and we were two hours late and mum had already been
buried and there was nobody there. He then took us back
to his house in Dundee. I remember sitting with his
daughter watching TV and his wife must have twigged
about me and my sister and she spoke to him. Next
thing, he took me and my sister to a female social
worker's house for some reason, then he took us back to
I

When the middle son turned 17, he moved out the

house. He married young and had a child young as well.
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His wife phoned Stonehaven social work department and
complained about the way were
being with me and my sister. Stonehaven social work
phoned Bl and he told them it was a malicious phone
call because it was his son's wife and he was trying to
get away from her to get a divorce. The social work
just put it down to a malicious phone call.

We were seen now and again by a doctor. I think it
was an annual checkup. But I never remember seeing
a dentist. We never got any sweeties so I wouldn't need
to see a dentist. I once had a massive ringworm on my
backside and I was treated for that and it went away.
We always had cuts, bruises, stings and blisters from
all the work we were doing on the farm. Things like
that were always just left to heal.

I remember I used to feel sick when I was working,
just because I didn't have enough to eat.

All we did was work for on that farm. I felt
like a slave, keeping his dog breeding business going.
We fed and watered the dogs, cleaned them out and built
runs for them as well. At one point he must have had
about a hundred dogs. That's why he got two more foster
kids and he got money for them and money for me and my
sister.

My sister and I fenced about three acres of
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land, caged his pheasants and peacocks, dug out his
gardens, did tattie and daffy picking, everything. We
were ceonstantly working. Local farmers paid us to that
tattie and daffy picking. It was about £25 a day we got

for those jobs. took all the money from us

and we got nothing in return.

I never felt we were ever made welcome.
was always saying 'If it wasn't for the money you
wouldn't be here'. He shoved that in ocur faces all the
time. Even after my mum died, would say 'Your mum
never loved you'.

He even used to try and teach us, like sums on
a chalk blackboard, in a room at the house. His wife
and the kids would all go away for the day and me and my
sister would have to sit with him for about three hours
getting lessons. His family would come back and we'd be
thrown out to do the dog kennels. I don't know why he
did that, it's just the way he was.

When I was in Primary 5 or 6, I was digging out the
trenches with spades and wheelbarrows one day and I saw
my mum with her man at the time. I remember I ran to my
mum but came out and stopped me. He took
them into the house and put them in the front room.

They were in there for about five minutes before the

whole REUECUNM family came in and said there was work to
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do. My mum and her man were ushered out of the house
and taken away in the car. They never came
back after that.

Me and my sister went to the with £50 in our
TSB bank accounts and T remember once gave us two
forks to go out and dig the garden. They were rotten
forks and the shafts broke on both of them and he went
off his rocker shouting at the two of us. Anyway, he
went to the bank and got two forms for my sister and
I to sign then he took the money out of our accounts to
cover the cost of the two broken forks.

Sometimes Wand were nice with you but we
were constantly stinking and working. I would say that
99 per cent of the time there wasn't any good times. We
were never shown any care or affection at all by them.

If you didn't do what asked you to do,
yvou would get battered, you'd be hit by him. He also
wouldn't speak to you for about two months after he
battered you, which was such an awkward position.
Honestly, he just never spoke to you.

When it came to the foster children, Rl tock the
back seat. She would shout at us but she didn't hit us.
She would tell and he would do the damage to me and
my sister. That could be a slap, a shake or a smacking

on your backside.
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My sister and I had been with mand for

about a year when it got really bad. We were working in
the garden one day digging out a trench. JBM R
storming out of the house and hit my sister with a stick
on her backside and the back of her legs. He just lost
it for no reason and threw me into the trench. I peed
myself. Then he grabbed my sister, pulled her trousers
down and skelped her across her bare arse with his
stick.

It was constant after that. I remember once my

JBM went

sister was peeling tatties in the kitchen and
up and hit her 'bam' on the top of her head and said she
was peeling them too thick. She could have stabbed
herself in the eye due to the force of him hitting her.

The amount of work my sister and I had to do was
abuse in itself. QMM had us killing and skinning birds
and animals when we were only about 11. I used an axe
to kill them. It was hard to start with but you got
used to it and then it kind of came natural.

We both used to skin cows, sheep, calves and all the
dead cattle from the fields. We would use a block and
tackle to hoist them up then we would skin, gut and chop
them up. Then we'd put them in the freezer for dog food

or sometimes he fed it to us. My sister did some of it

and own children did it as well. It was horrible
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at first but you did get used to it.

Between the ages of 16 and 18, my sister seemed to
disappear from the foster home. The
daughter got my sister a live-in job in a hotel near
Inverness. My sister since told me that she did that
for four months then moved to Montrose and then to
Bradford. It was in Bradford that she had a wee girl
and where she heard that I'd been badly injured in
a fall when I was in the army. That's why my sister
returned to the farm and she was back there
from about 1992.

In 1989, after I'd left to join the army, two

further foster kids came to stay with the REUUEEA two
boys. I was once told by one boy that had
broken his arm because the boy had run away from the
house for two days. Karen Bowie, his social worker,

JBM

took him right back to the foster parents and set

about him, breaking his arm.
Sl 2150 assaulted the other foster boy once when
I was back at the foster home on sick leave from the
army. He'd been on the bus back from school and he'd
given a lassie a scare by pushing a lighter up against
her or something. The girl told her dad and the dad

came up to the house and spoke to about it.

The foster boy was about 10 years old. He was in the
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house with his brother, me, my sister, my sister's wee
girl and another new foster kid who had special needs
and went to a special school in Stonehaven.

So was outside talking to the dad of the girl
and I remember he came back in and he just set about the
foster boy. He was smashing and punching him and
dragging him about on the ground in the living room.
Then he sent him upstairs to his room. Thenw went
and got a walking stick from the porch and he went
upstairs with him. I didn't see what happened up there
but my sister followed him up and she seen it.
started hitting him again in his room with the walking
stick.

The boy's brother reported it to a teacher at school
the following day and after school that day,

Karen Bowie, the social worker, another Polish social
worker and two Aberdeen CID came to the house. We all

got interviewed and [gald

was charged with child abuse.
That was in September 1992 and that's when my sister and
I left that house for good.

When I turned 16, I joined the army. Rk
dropped me at the bus station, gave me £20 and said good
luck, that was it.

I was never informed that I wasn't under the care of

the social work department. I had two sets of clothes

130



10

11

12

13

14

L5

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

and £20 in my pocket. I remember after my first eight
weeks basic training I spent my first pay cheque, which
was about £700, all on clothes. I had to.

See when it came to my older brother and sister,
they got given a flat and I think they got £4,000 each
to set themselves up. My younger sister and me got
nothing. Then when my younger sister came out of care
her social worker was Karen Bowie as David Reid had
moved on. She was blind to what my sister needed.

got his daughter to get my sister her live-in
job at the hotel in Inverness. My sister was ushered
away from the social work by The two other
foster boys arrived at the farm about three months
before my sister left. That was in 1989.

I didn't say anything to anyone about anything.

I was too scared to speak out and to tell anyone. On
the few occasions when I saw my mum at Carolina House in
Dundee I would mumble bits to her but I didn't feel

I could say much more. I didn't want to upset her.

I eventually spoke of things to mum but I didn't
feel safe telling the social work department. It was in
1992 when I spoke to the police about [ad

assaulting the other foster boy and that was the first
time I talked about everything in full.

M=l was the one who sort of encouraged me to join
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the army, he fought in the Second World War and was in
the Royal Scots. I was in the army for six years.

I doubt I would have joined the army if circumstances
had been different. It was really just to get away from
my foster care.

I started in the army as a junior leader. That led
on from being in the cadets. Then I had one year of
training. That took me away from the social work
department and foster care, who had only ever let me
down. I wanted nothing more to do with the social work
department and the army let me get on with my life.

While I was in the army, in 1992 I had an accident
abseiling in Germany when I fell off a rock-face with my
instructor. I broke my spine and smashed my heel.

I was in hospital for about nine weeks. Then I got sick
leave and I started that leave back with the at
the foster home. It was during my first week of sick
leave that the incident occurred where
assaulted the other foster boy.

I went on to live in Montrose after I left the army,
then I moved to London to see my brother. I never
really knew or got to know him. In fact, I never really
knew anyone, so I decided to pack my bags and go and see
him. I've never been close with my older sister,

probably because of the way I was brought up. I didn't
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Future Pathways have also helped me in getting
access to my social work records. I have copies of
those records and I can make them available 1if the
Inquiry needs them.

If you put children in foster care you've got to
keep an eye on them. Especially if they're in rural
places. The just done what they wanted and
nobody was there to say anything about that.

Put it this way. When I joined the army, having
a shower every day was alien to me. The same with
changing clothes every day, that was alien too. I had
to get used to that.

I would like the Inquiry to make sure the things
that happened to me and my sister don't happen ever
again. The social work need to be dragged in and asked
why they let it happen. Why did they keep putting

foster children in care with [geidElly when

they knew they were unfit foster parents. Whoever's
responsible needs to be asked why was ever
allowed to be a foster carer and left to look after
children.

What's more sickening as well is when the [ellStEl
took the other two foster boys in, all the
children and their friends who wvisited the farm all kept

their mouths shut. They were all educated and had jobs
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and they saw how they were being treated physically and
they did nothing about that. It took me and my sister
physically to do something about it.

The other foster boy suffered at the hands of
He is in prison now for killing someone when
he was in 16 in 2000 and I condemn him for that, but
I know him and he isn't like that. His psychological
reports from the court case said he had flashbacks to
He's been in prison for 18 years, he
hasn't had a very good life and he has no one out here
to speak for him. I hope it can be arranged for someone
to speak to him or for him to contact the Ingquiry as
I think the Inquiry should hear from him.

I am aware of a social work enguiry from 1998 and
a report that was produced by Donal Giltinan, a social
worker who has since retired. I'm not even sure if he
is still alive. I think it came about as a result of my
sister pushing to have investigated.
Donal Giltinan took evidence from me and my sister and
we told him about the assault on the other foster boy in

1992. There were still foster children staying at the

farm, but had died by then. I know Rl
was born in 1926 and died in 1996 or 1997.

That report condemned David Reid, the social work

department, the school, lots of people, and it was
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because of that David Reid got disciplined. There's

a paragraph in that report where the female that vetted

JBEM/JBN

for fostering states that they
weren't even fit for bringing up their own family, let
alone a foster family. If it was known they were
inappropriate to be fostering, why were they allowed to
carry on with it.

I got a copy of that report and I gave it to
a solicitor but he died and I've lost it now. I tried
to get another copy in 2008 and Harriet Dempster, the
director of the social work for Highland Council, who
organised the whole enquiry, has been trying to get me
a copy. I'm still trying to obtain a copy of that
Donal Giltinan report but I can't seem to get anywhere.
It seems to be outstanding. It apparently included
details on what help was required for me and my sister
and there were recommendations included in that report.
I believe David Reid the social worker was disciplined
in connection with his report, so it may be that it will
be on his own personnel file within the Social Services.

A couple of weeks ago, purely out of curiosity,
I drove up there to the farm and it's now all totally
changed. There's been new parts built and all the dog
kennels, gardens and bird cages have all been ripped

down. I think it's owned by a man or his family, that's
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JEM/JBN

who owned it back when the rented it when my

sister and I were there.

When I first came to speak to the Inquiry, I was all
psyched up and I had a panic attack as I was so
stressed. Coming to give my statement got me quite
stressed. I now feel totally relieved and see it as
having been worthwhile.

I've since spoken to my sister and told her not to
get stressed out and I recommended that she get in touch
as well. She has the number and I'm sure she'll make
contact.

I have no objection to my witness statement being
published as part of the evidence to the Inquiry.

I believe the facts stated in this witness statement are
true."

And 'Brian' signed the statement on 16 March 2018.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MS RATTRAY: My Lady, there is more, simply because there's
quite a few records, but perhaps it would be time to
take a break and look at the records after.

LADY SMITH: We could take a break now and then get onto the
records for this witness?

MS RATTRAY: Yes.

LADY SMITH: Thank you very much. We'll take the afternoon

break now but before I do that, just names. Of course
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this morning, -and - were mentioned I think by

'Betty' as being 'Denise''s sisters. Their names can't

be repeated outside this room. And likewise we've now

heard about- and - and the [BGSIE in relation to
'Mary''s statement and in
relation to 'Brian''s statement. All these names are
protected by my general restriction order.

(3.07 pm)

(A short break)

(3.21 pm)

LADY SMITH: Ms Rattray.

MS RATTRAY: Thank you, my Lady. What we're now going to do
is look at some of the extracts of the children's
records of 'Brian'.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MS RATTRAY: Firstly a comment on the extent of the full
file of records which we recovered which were generally
fairly full but they didn't actually contain any records
of visits to the placement itself.

The purpose of looking at these records from
'Brian''s file is to draw to attention three matters
that arise from 'Brian''s evidence. First is the issues
he raises regarding the suitability of Mr and

Mrs GEUUCCONE 25 foster parents.

He makes the comment why were they allowed to foster
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in the first place.

The second is what is seen in the records regarding
the foster carers' attitude towards contact between
'Brian' and his birth family. And the third matter is
in relation to the complaint that 'Brian' said he made
after leaving foster care and in relation to a report
which he says was prepared at that time but suffice to
say the records do not contain a copy of that report and

we do not have a copy of that report.

LADY SMITH: He did say to us that he had a copy of some

records, I take it that they don't contain anything that

you haven't recovered in what we're about to look at?

MS RATTRAY: Off the top of my ahead I can't say whether

we've seen his copy records but we have had the full
copy records but his position is he used to have a copy
of that report but doesn't have it any longer. We'll
see there is however a reference to the existence of
that report in his records and I will take Your Ladyship

to that.

LADY SMITH: Thank you wvery much. Let's have a look.

MS RATTRAY: The first document that I'd like to lcok at are

in his records and the reference is DUN-000000730 and
page 21 of this document.
What we have here is a Form F, which is the

assessment of Mr and Mrs RelEEl as foster carers at the
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time where they were applying to be foster carers. At
page 22, which is the second page of the Form F, we know
from the foot of that page that this application was
presented to the agencies, committee or panel on

22 September 1980. So that's the period we're looking
at at this assessment.

I think we have to accept that this is a longer
document and whilst I will be focusing on those aspects
within this document which might have raised concerns
about the as potential foster carers, it is in
the context there are of course some very positive
comments about them as well. And obviously these
records are part of the bundle which are made available
to those with leave to appear and it's open to those
with leave to appear to read them in full.

What I'm going to do in the first instance is turn
to page 23. At the top of that page there is
a paragraph 10 which provides a picture and
a description and the overall impression of the
temperament firstly of the foster father. We start with
a description of Mr who is then aged 54, his
physical appearance, and then in relation to his
character it says:

"A bluff and cheerful manner can change abruptly to

brusqueness or slight impatience. A forceful,
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self-reliant and resourceful man."

Then the next matter is to move to the foot of this
page at paragraph 15, which is a reference to
personality and philosophy of life and religion. What
it says here is that:

"Religion does not play an important role in his
life. His personal philosophy is based on a belief in
the importance of the individual whose destiny lies in
his or her own hands. A man of physical courage,
determined, perhaps slightly selfish in pursuit of
personal satisfaction. An opportunist with the capacity
to welcome a challenge ..."

It then makes reference to his life in the army and
further down says:

"The independent attitudes of educated Africans in
Rhodesia were much less to his liking."

Then it goes on to say:

"Mr impresses as a man of sound common
sense, a good sense of humour, including the capacity
for laughing at himself, warm-hearted, perhaps a little
too rigid in outlook."

Then it goes on and unfortunately the copy we have
doesn't have the last sentence sco we don't know what the
following "and" is about.

Turning now to page 24 of DUN-000000730 and I want
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to move to the foot of that page which is paragraph 21

of the Form F. This is looking at the personality and

philosophy of Mrs and here it says:
"On initial acquaintance Mrs presents as

a charming, gay and outgoing woman who has firm views
which appear to be based on careful thought. Despite
an apparently open manner, she has chosen to conceal
certain aspects of her personal history (her previous
marriage) and to misrepresent certain facts (her account
of her stepson's problems was inaccurate). My
assessment of her personality is that she is a very
positive woman who is reluctant to face reality when
this contains a painful element; intelligent and
sensible but without deep insight; interested in her
children and involved in their development but with
little time for explanations based on child psychology;
determined, perhaps rather selfish and occasionally

intoclerant of views which differ from her own."

LADY SMITH: The part we've got up there, we haven't got her

age but was it of a similar age to her husband's, early

50s?

MS RATTRAY: It doesn't say that but I can tell you, if we

turn to page 21, that ought to have her date of birth in

it.

LADY SMITH: Ah, it's there, paragraph 16:
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"Her erect bearing makes her seem much younger than

48-"

MS RATTRAY: 48, yes. We know from page 21 that the

Mr was born in 1926 and Mrs was born in

1932,

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MS RATTRAY: Moving now to page 25 of this document, which

is further into the Form F. This is where they give
a background to the marital history and present
relationship. If we move halfway down that page, I'm
looking at the part of paragraph 22 towards the foot of
that paragraph which starts with "Mrs
underlined. What that says:

"Mrssays that she was married at the age of
20 to a man who was 16 years older than she was. This
fact was not entered on the fostering application form
and was only discovered when I saw the marriage

certificate, a routine procedure carried out on my last

visit. Asked to elaborate on this marriage, which ended
in divorce after ten years, Mrs JBN seemed recollect

to discuss this freely."

She goes on to speak about it. But when we move to
paragraph 23 just underneath that and at the first
paragraph there the writer of this assessment says:

"I am concerned about the lack of honesty
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surrounding this marriage and the generally defensive
manner which Mrs seems to have adopted about it.
It leaves me with all kinds of suspicions about why she
has reacted this way and raises doubts about her
capacity to be open and frank in other ways. Due to the
need to complete this application, I have been unable to
pursue this aspect with Mrs "

Now to move to the top of page 26 and this is

paragraph 24 in relation to parenting capacity and

looking at that of Mr JBM
" M JBEM . o
r experiences of being parented by

elderly grandparents, who do not appear to have been
either emotionally close to him nor particularly
involved in his progress, appear to have influenced his
attitude to the children of his first marriage. Even in
retrospect there is little evidence that he really
understands that the basic needs of his oldest son were
not met by the frequent changes of carer - that simply
providing a home was not really sufficient to ensure the
boy's emotional security when an attachment figure was
absent or changing."

I won't read the following in any detail, but it

goes on to give information regarding Mr had

a previous marriage in which he had two children and

throughout this assessment there are concerns about his
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parenting or relationship in relation to his eldest son
of his previous marriage.

Moving down to the middle of that page, there is
a comment just above where it says "paragraph 25
parenting capacity" and it says:

"Like his wife, he is non-materialistic and a firm
believer that country life provides an ideal environment
for growing children. Neither has much tolerance or any
sympathy with the attitudes of city dwellers."

Then moving to the paragraph 25, parenting capacity
in relation to Mrs and the second paragraph of
this section says:

"Mrs has firm views on her role as a parent.
She understands her children and their different ways of
reacting to situations, though I do not think she would
tolerate moodiness or negative responses such as
complaints or self-pity."

And further to the second-last sentence on this
page:

"Punishments for younger children included the
occasional smack but as they have got older they have
been deprived of privileges or confined to their rooms
for a while."

Turning over the page to page 27, and moving to the

foot of this page. This is a section, paragraph 27,
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which provides a picture of each child in the household
and is referring to the four children of both Mr and
Mrs together.

It's a very positive description of the children but
the second-last paragraph towards the foot of the
page does say:

“The children have also produced written
material for this section of this assessment although
I think this may have been censored by their mother to
some extent. On handing it to me, she commented that
each one had made a comment about food which 'made it
sound as though they never had a proper meal'. Yet none
of the children's efforts contain a word about eating or
food of any kind!"

Now moving to page 30 of this document, and
paragraph 32 which addresses the motivation and present
understanding of adoption/fostering tasks. Moving to
the third paragraph halfway down the page is a sentence
that starts, "The whole family ..." and it reads:

"The whole family expresses the hope that any foster
child will become a permanent member of the family after
successful introductions have taken place. Contact with
natural relatives would be tolerated only if the
were convinced that this was in the best interests of

the foster child. As they are sceptical of the value of
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some soclal work procedures and dismissive of what they
regard as the somewhat weak attitudes to children's

problems based on developmental psychology, it is not

JBM/JBN

surprising that the have been barely tolerant of

the assessment process. At times their attitude,
particularly Mrs has indicated that she
considered the whole exercise superfluous, expressing
her opinion that the only way to judge whether or not

a placement would work would be to introduce the
children to the family with minimum delay. Some of her
uncharacteristic lack of confidence may stem from

an earlier experience. The couple replied to

an advertisement for holiday homes for Carolina House
children some years ago. According to the [ReeEEl
account, several children were brought to 'view' their
home but refused to stay as they did not like the
isolated spot. Mrs has expressed [there's

a continuation page on page 33 of this document so we'll
move there at this stage] criticism of the way this was
done and has needed reassurance that a foster child
would not be allowed to leave, for example, after

a disagreement or disciplinary action. I have explained
that we shall be encouraging both foster children and
foster parents to work through any such difficulties and

that there is no way that a child would be allowed to
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manipulate his social worker and foster parents by
playing one-off against the other.

There is a reasonable understanding of the nature of
the task although I feel that the 'shared' nature of
foster care may be burdensome to individualists like
these. They are critical of bureaucracy in any form and
intolerant of official delays or investigations.
Mrsonly agreed to my asking the children to
write about themselves if I would guarantee that their
writings would not be 'put in a file somewhere'. Her
forthright approach and criticism might be difficult to
work with on occasion, but I do feel she has the
capacity to listen and learn about the tasks."

That's a continuation page. I now want to go back
to page 30, where we were last, and move to the foot of
that page. 1It's the last entry here under, "Tolerance
of contact with natural family/people from child's
past", and what it says here is:

"Links with natural family would be maintained if
appropriate for a long-term foster child. They would
question the relevance of visits which were of no
significance to a child. Difficult parental behaviour
would not be tolerated for fear of upsetting their own
children."

Now to move to page 35 of this extract. What we
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have here is a list of three various issues that should
be noted in relation to the possible use of the
as foster parents. The first is:

"l. Their failure to recognise and deal effectively
with [‘ son from his first marriage, that
child's early problems]

2. Their questionable action and wisdom in allowing
a l5-year-old to emigrate with virtual strangers before
an introductory wvisit of some kind. There is also the
subtle ambivalent message which may have been conveyed
to the boy about his permanent home and family.

3. The implications for foster children of
association with a known offender in a small community."

And the known offender there is the child from the
previous marriage, and whilst I won't go to it, at page
34 there is a far more detailed discussion of that

child's history, which has been somewhat troubled.

LADY SMITH: Yes.

MS RATTRAY: And including offending, and the comment is

made there that they doubt this couple would have been
particularly sensitive to that child's needs and that
was during the period when the were having their
own children.

That concludes a look at the assessment.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.
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MS RATTRAY: But drawing to attention were these negative

comments, would they have been enough to flag up as to
whether this couple would have been able to manage the
care of foster children who were city dwellers from very
different experiences and perhaps with a different
outlook and also children who had ongoing relationships

with their birth family.

LADY SMITH: Of course.

MS RATTRAY: The next documents I'm going to look at are

extracts of case records of the placement. As I say, we
do not have any records of wvisits, but we do have some
case review meetings. Firstly now I'm going to go to
page 8. Page 8 is a summary of a review meeting that
was held on 23 November 1981. What we see here, it says
this is the situation after the older two siblings left
the placement and there was a placement breakdown in
respect of the older brother and sister.

At paragraph 2 of the summary of discussion and

goals for the future, it says:

JBM/JBN

"Mr and Mrs agreed that they would be

receptive to [the children's mother] wisiting 'Brian'

and his sister at _and it had in fact been

agreed prior to the review that the mother's contact
with the children would be maintained on approximately

a two-monthly level.

151



10

11

12

13

14

L5

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

3. Mr and Mrs [uallSEONM indicated that they would be

unable to accept visits from the older siblings at
_ because of the strength of feeling which
they and their family felt regarding the events
surrounding the breakdowns in the placement of both [of
these older children but particularly the oldest girl's]
breakdown. Mr and Mrs indicated that they would
be willing to see 'Brian' and his younger sister
maintaining contact with [their older siblings] at
Carolina House or anywhere else in Dundee and it was
therefore agreed that this plan of action would be
pursued.

4. It was affirmed that the department has no
intention of placing any more children with Mr and Mrs

SN for the foreseeable future. It was explained to

Mr and Mrs that the principal reason behind this

was that it was considered of paramount importance that

'Brian' and his younger sister's place in the family

should be maintained and supported as much as

possible ..."

LADY SMITH: And that's in their birth family, is it, or in
the family?

MS RATTRAY: No, in the foster family. Their place in the

foster family I think is the reference here.

" ... and it was considered that the addition of
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other children would not serve to secure the children's
placement with them. It was considered that the
addition of further children would serve to increase any
feelings of insecurity on 'Brian' and his younger
sister's part. No unanimity was achieved on this
particular issue and Mr indicated that he could

not accept the reasoning behind this decision."

LADY SMITH: So when on that page, in paragraph 2, there's

an indication that a placement had broken down, is that

in relation to a different child?

MS RATTRAY: That is in relation to there were four children

in the family and all four were placed, but then in the
statement 'Brian' refers to firstly his brother left and
then his sister left. Generally from the records the

understanding is that the older brother left of his own

volition, he wanted to leave, and the older sister left

JBMIJBN

did not

because she'd stolen something and the

tolerate stealing, therefore they required her to leave.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MS RATTRAY: So the issue was arising about how is contact

to be maintained between the siblings.

LADY SMITH: Thank vyou.

MS RATTRAY: I'm now turning to page 9, which is the second

page of this case review. At the top of page 9 what we

see is that the social worker Mr Dunsmuir was saying he
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would like to start to help the children, that's the
younger children:

" ... build a scrapbook as it was considered that
this would be an important and useful way of preserving
for the children information about their past."

At this stage it says:

"There was considerable discussion on this

JBEM/JBN

particular issue as Mr and Mrs felt it would not
be advantageous for the children to be constantly
reminded about the negative aspects of their past."

And the social worker goes on to say:

"In discussion the point was made in response that
the children required to feel confident that they could
discuss their past and to have the feeling that it was
safe to raise their past whenever they wished to do so.
The point was also made that the children's experiences
could not be blocked out as this was considered to be
an unhealthy way of dealing with painful feelings. It
was felt that the compilation of scrapbooks for the
children would be a practical and concrete way of
demonstrating to the children that their past is a safe
area to discuss."

Moving on to another case review meeting and that's
on page 10, and that's on the first page. This is

a social worker's report in respect of a case review
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'Brian' and his sister continued with Mr and Mrs
and have made excellent progress with them. They
present as quite secure in the care of their foster
family but I have continued to have some doubts about
the quality of the foster parents. They have
particularly strong views about families such as 'Brian'
and his sister come from, and are not sympathetic either

to these families with their problems or to social work

approaches to them. Mr and Mrs GEUUEENNE -re generally
not sympathetic towards social work intervention in the
children's lives but tolerate this as part of the price
to pay for fostering. Mr and Mrs were upset by
the loss of the two older children and there was clearly
a financial implication in this for them. They have
requested on many occasions to be considered for the
placement of other children but I would feel
particularly strongly that this would not be

UL T do not think can see

appropriate. Mr and Mrs
how their own difficulties in dealing with problem
children and with difficult disrupted families would be
enlarged upon if they took other foster children into
their home as well. The isolation of the farmhouse does
not of itself lend itself to fostering, particularly

older children. Whatever my own misgivings about the

foster parents, they have managed extremely well with
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'Brian' and his younger sister and I am generally very
happy with the children's progress. Interesting

a recent school report suggests that both children have
started to play up and this needs to be enquired into."

If we turn now to page 4, this is further on in this
transfer summary and moving further down the page and
starting at the second big paragraph on that page. It
starts:

"Access for Wi

This is coming back again to the sibling contact:

"Access for 'Brian' and his sister to Dundee will
become increasingly problematic."

There are issues around their birth mother. It
says:

"As an alternative, access visits have taken places
in Carolina House with the focus being on the children's
contact with their elder siblings."

Further down this paragraph it says:

"Mr and Mrs GEUUEEA attitude to contact is in one

sense positive but in another sense negative. They feel
very strongly that the children should continue to have
access to their mother, but unfortunately this is
because they feel that if the children see how awful
their mother is, this will reassure them in their

position."
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It goes on to describe how the older brother now
remains at Carolina House but the older sister is
working so arrangements for access will become more
difficult.

"'Brian' and his sister are usually put on a bus
first thing in the morning and arrive at Dundee at the
back of 10. I have taken them home tc_ in
the evening following their wvisit. Carolina House have
been extremely helpful in allowing access to take place
at the children's home and providing meals. The
children's return home to _ has given me
a good opportunity to see how the children are feeling
about their life in general, and access in particular,
which has just taken place. These contacts have been
valuable in sustaining a working relationship with the
children in the face of Mr and Mrs who do not
really approve of this."

Moving to another summary of a case review meeting
and that's on page 12 of this document. It's a summary
of a review meeting that was held on 23 September 1985,
so we're moving forward another year since this
handover. I'm looking at the last two paragraphs at the
foot of this. What it says is that:

"The older children were once placed themselves with

the younger children with the BEUUEELNE in _
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However, after difficult behaviour and disagreements,
both the older children left the placement and felt and
continue to feel acrimonious towards the This
feeling is mutual and Mr and Mrs refuse to allow
the older children to come to the house.

"It is felt important for 'Brian' and his younger
sister to continue to have links with other members of
their family, ie their older siblings. It is important
for 'Brian' and his sister's sense of identity. These
access visits have proved problematic in the past not
only because they stir up old feelings concerning past
unresolved conflicts between Mr and Mrs and the
older children, but also because of the feeling that the
older children have suggested that the younger children
should leave the They feel it is
an unsatisfactory placement."

Moving over to page 13, which 1s a continuation of
this page and there is some discussion and reference to
concerns that the older siblings' attitude might disrupt
or undermine the placement for the younger children and
the second paragraph there says:

"The last review was held on 18 March 1985 at
_ At this review it was suggested that
parental rights could be considered with respect to

'Brian' and his younger sister. It was felt that there
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was a need to safeguard their long-term welfare now that
they do not have parental figures. It was also
recognised at the review that the present fostering
placement was currently meeting the needs of 'Brian' and
his younger sister. However, it was accepted that it

was not an ideal placement given the strong feeling of

hostility between Mr and Mrs EEUUSIEANMN and the younger
children's siblings."

Moving to page 14, which is not a direct
continuation of this document but appears to be related
to it in the records, I'm moving to the second large
paragraph, which is a paragraph that starts "It was
felt", but moving to in that paragraph where the
sentence starts:

"In the long term it was felt that contact should be
maintained [that's between siblings] and attempts will
be made to reduce the risk of unsettling 'Brian' and his
sister. Mr and Mrs still hold some antipathy
towards the older siblings (increasingly so following
this latest situation)."”

And that's the situation where the older siblings
say the younger ones shouldn't be there.

"They [the are unwilling to meet with the
older siblings to resolve the conflict constructively.

They are not fully in agreement with the view that
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'Brian' and his younger sister should continue to have
contact with their brother and sister. Mr in
particular seems to hold a black and white view feeling
that 'Brian' and his younger sister have settled in

a different area from Dundee and now have very little in
common with their brother and sister and should not
return to the Dundee area in future."

And it goes on to say that:

"Although Mr and Mrs GEUUSENEE do not wish for the
younger children to return to Dundee, they feel that
they will be preparing them for independence from their
present placement. They both indicated their continued
commitment towards the younger children but this
commitment does not go beyond a fostering arrangement.

"The younger children never mention access visits
but they like a day out. In the future, it was agreed
that the next visit should be arranged within three
months, ie pre-Christmas, and that the level of access
should be made in accordance with the younger children's
wishes, ie if they are requesting a visit this will be

discussed with the social worker and Mr and Mrs [UEUUSEN

However, in the future, they will not be encouraged to
develop increasing contact with the older siblings."
So I think what we see here is that the foster

parents' attitude and refusal to meet with the older
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Against that background, if we turn to page 20, this
is a letter from Tayside Regional Council social work

department to Mr and it's dated 1 April

1988, so this is in advance of 'Brian' moving to the
army and what this tells us essentially is it's

a reference to an application by Mr and Mrs to
foster more children. This is what's been referred to
throughout and I think 'Brian' refers to in his
statement that they must have known in advance he was
leaving because they were making plans to bring in more
foster children and from his perspective, his view, that
was basically to work on the farm. We see here, and

moving also to page 19 of this record --

LADY SMITH: Can you just give me the date again?
MS RATTRAY: Sorry, that's 1 April 1988.
LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MS RATTRAY: So it's just before the -1988 where in

advance they know that 'Brian' is leaving.

LADY SMITH: Mm-hmm.

MS RATTRAY: If we turn to page 19, this is another letter

from the principal family placement officer to Mr and

Mrs and it's dated 30 August 1988 and it's again
simply a reference to the fact there's a process that's
going to be undertaken for additional foster children to

be placed with them.
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LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MS RATTRAY: That's in relation to the placement record
itself and I'm now going to move on to the issue of the
complaint that 'Brian' says in his statement that he
made after he left the foster placement.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MS RATTRAY: Turning now to page 39 of these extracts. What
this bears to be is a record of a police interview
between the police and 'Brian' and his younger sister on
2 May and that's 1993. What we see first of all is that
it appears that 'Brian' and his younger sister arrive
with a solicitor who at first was assumed to be their
solicitor but then was discovered is actually
Mr ' solicitor, a Mr Davidson. It says:

"Mr Davidson led me to believe that he was 'Brian'
and his younger sister's solicitor. However it later
transpired that Mr had consulted Mr Davidson
regarding this matter. Mr Davidson was advised that it
was not appropriate for him to be present while we
interviewed 'Brian' and his younger sister and he agreed
to leave."

What follows is first of all a reference to the
interview with 'Brian', a bit of the background, the
fact that he was discharged from the army -- was being

discharged on medical grounds because of the serious
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injuries and the accident he tells us, and then at that
second paragraph of "Interview with 'Brian'" it says:
"'Brian' said that in general he enjoyed staying
with the while he was young although at times he
felt so unhappy he wanted to run away. What made him
unhappy was the way Mr spoke to him, shouting so
loud that he remembers feeling scared of him.
Mr used to hit him across the ears regularly if
he misbehaved or did not do the jobs properly.
According to 'Brian', Mr never used a stick on
him and never locked him in the room. However at times
he was sent to bed with no food. He remembers having to
do a great deal of work when he was young, cleaning
kennels, digging trenches, building work, cementing,
et cetera. He received no pocket money and does not
remember ever being praised or rewarded for doing well.

"When he reached his teens he joined the army

cadets. This meant travelling once a week to
_ Mrtransported him for the first
two months then stopped. 'Brian' had to go to the

'Berries' to start earning money and buy a bike so he
could cycle to the cadets (10 miles return journey).
'Brian' said he saw [and this is a reference to the two

additional foster boys referred to in the statement]

being hit on the head by Mr He also saw
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Mrbanging the stick on the floor and furniture
as a warning to the boys but he never witnessed
Mrhitting any of the children with the stick.

"He continued that the boys were made to do
an incredible amount of work around the house and in the
grounds. He felt that the above was unacceptable and
that the boys were treated very harshly."

If we turn to page 38, this 1s the second page of
this document. This is a reference to the interview
with 'Brian''s younger sister. If we start from the
second paragraph there it says:

"After her separation from [and that was her

partner], she came to Montrose to visit a friend where

by chance she bumped into Mrs in the street.
Mrs invited her home for a coffee and on hearing

of her situation invited her to move back in with the
. She did so two months later. She is now
awaiting the allocation of a house for herself and her
young daughter.

"The younger sister has mixed memories of her
childhood while in the care of the She
remembers feeling happy in school and at times contented
at home as well although she remembers on occasions
wanting to run away. When young she was told by

Mrs that her mother did not love her because she
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was sent to a home. When her mother died, the
told her that it was for the best because of the way she
was living. She remembers being hit repeatedly on the

JBM but never with the stick.

side of the face by Mr
She has seen [one of the other additional foster boys]
being hit by Mr on the side of the face with his
hands but she has not seen the boys being hit with the
stick."

That conflicts. I think it was 'Brian''s
understanding that she had seen that. Brian hadn't seen
it but he thought his sister had, but perhaps not.

"She claims that while in the care of the
she was made to work hard in the house and outside, ie
cleaning kennels, digging, et cetera. She was also sent
to bed with no food if she did not behave or did not
work well. She continued that the boys were locked in
their room in the evening but the doors were unlocked
before the went to bed.

"She stressed that Mr had never hit or
smacked her own daughter and that he is very fond of
her. However she confirmed that her own young daughter
has been in the room on various occasions when
Mr has been shouting and hitting the boys."

I think that's a reference to the additional foster

boys.

168























