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Yes. Aye, she did.

And was it always the same social worker or did it
change over the years that she was with you?

Oh, now, I really -- I really couldn't say if it was --
I couldn't tell you if it was different or not. It's

a long, long time ago so I'm -- I'm really not sure, but
she did have a social worker.

Do you have any idea of how often they would come out to
visit?

I'm not sure if it was monthly or ... I really can't
remember. But they did come out.

Okay. Where would they see 'Anna'? Would they see her
in the house or --

They did see her in the -- in the sitting room. I think
some -- when they were doing that book of life they took
her away out, and I don't know if she went to Edinburgh
or somewhere, but -- to talk about all different things,
so they had taken her out then. But not -- other than
that, I think it was mostly they came to the house.
Okay. And would you always be there at the visits or
would it be your husband who would be there?

It would be me or or both of us.

Okay, okay.

Ch.

And do you have any sense of whether it was more one of
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school, when she was out playing with her pals, she was
connected to her family and that way she was known as
FJC But when she was going to
school, if she'd been going to school and she was being
referred to as in the school,
she felt that would have made her different.

Right? Even though it didn't change anything.

LADY SMITH: But 'John', that wasn't her name. Your second

A.

name, and you don't need to repeat it, your second name
was not her name, was it?

The important thing --

LADY SMITH: Well, was it, 'John'?

A.

Pardon?

LADY SMITH: It wasn't her name. Your name wasn't her name.

A.

No.

LADY SMITH: No.

A.

No. But the important thing was for her to feel right.
Not for us. It had nothing to do with us. I mean,
there was nothing sinister in it other than the fact --
you know, the school knew her own name. The school knew
she was fostered. So there was nothing untoward or
anything. It was just the fact that that's what she
wanted. Whether it was right or wrong we could argue
all day. But that's the position and that's what we

did.
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wouldn't be there anyway, she would be at school.

What about during the school holidays?

Ah, well -- huh?

What about during the school holidays?

Oh, she would be there during the school holidays.

Okay. Now, I'm going to refer to some things in the
records now, and they are going to come up on the screen
but I will be reading them out to ask you for your
comments, okay?

Just before we go to them, can you remember any
complaints being made to the social work department by
neighbours about --

One, yeah.

-- concerns about the children -- so one. And what was
that about?

That was to do with [h% -- 'Peggy' had asked for
one of the children to go and get milk because the baby
wasn't very well and she needed milk and she couldn't
take the baby out because the baby was -- wasn't very
well, and she had been shouting in 'Peggy's' face and
she had pushed her back. A neighbour had said she had
been slapped. The social worker came out. She had
spoke to the girl concerned on her own and then spoke to
us and it was accepted that it wasn't a slap, that she

had actually just pushed her back out her face, and that
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a controlled and reasonable use of punishment."

So are you able to explain that?

(Witness shakes head). All I can say -- I never ever
smacked her. My wife never ever smacked her. And as

I say, e was never a naughty bairn.

Okay. Well, again this seems to be the social work
writing down that you had admitted to them that you were
smacking the children.

I can -- I could vaguely mind something being said about
that, but, as I said, we didn't do it so we just denied
it and that's it.

Okay. And then you go on to say that you'd never struck
her in the face or the neck and then it says:

"On Tuesday, 19 October, 'Anna' was sent to bed
during the afternoon after being cheeky to [your wife].
She remained there for only a short time and according
to both [you and your wife], no other form of punishment
was used."

And then you say that you hadn't seen any mark on
her face and such like.

Aye.
Okay. So can we go on over the page, please, to —-
there's a paragraph beginning -- it's blank so:

"'Anna' joined us at this point. There were no

signs of bruising or hand marks on her cheek or neck,
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