Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

KDO

Support person present: No

My name is [l -t 've been known as SRl quite a while

now. My date of birth is || ] 1954. My contact details are known to the
Inquiry.

Life before going into care

My father's name is || S 2nd my mother isil} I've got brothers, |

and | ' have two other brothers from my mother’s relationship with another
man, [Jjand I They are both deceased now.

| don’t suppose it was easy for my mother. My father was a heavy drinker and he only
came home late at night. We lived in a few different streets. After we moved to Pollok,
my mother and father's relationship got worse. My mother started drinking. My brother,
. and | just kind of brought ourselves up. We spent a lot of time at my granny’s.
My brother, || is eight years younger than me. He stayed with my granny for
most of his life. My mother and father separated when | was eight or nine. After that, |
lived with my father and my brother |

My mother took up with another man called ||}l She eventually married him
and had two more children. It was difficult because he didn't like us being around and

he made it perfectly well known.
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| can’t remember meeting anyone when I first arrived. | remember being taken up to a
big dormitory, there were twenty-odd beds in it and they said “this is yours”. It was a
real wake-up call for me.

On the first morning, the staff took me and another boy down a big, massive corridor
and gave us a couple of buckets with soapy water and told us to scrub the floor. |
started scrubbing it and | thought to myself “I've got to get out of here”. | used to go to
bed every night and pray to God to let me out of there.

Layout

The layout of St Mary’s was as you walked in the door, there was a big corridor, then
if you went to the left there were a few offices for the deputy headmaster, the
headmaster and the matron too. The was an assembly hall on that side too. If you kept
going you came to stairs which led to the dormitories. On the other side of the building
was the dining hall. When you went up to the right of the building, there were two
dorms. They were called St Patricks and St Andrews. | was in St Patricks. The
dormitory through from me was De La Salle. There was a little chapel too. There was
a yard outside with various workshops and there was a big building called ‘the play
barn’ which was supposed to have classrooms in it. However, nobody learned
anything. Once you went in there, your education was finished.

Staff

 had problems with the The SRR s

EX | didn’t see much of him, he left a lot of it to his staff. There was another
member of staff called whose nickname was B He always carried
a big set of keys around with him and if, for example, you were outside in the yard and
you didn’t get in line quickly enough, he would say “come here you sonny”, put his arm
around you and hit you on the head with the keys a few times. He had a nasal voice.
He always had two older boys who went around with him. | don’t know what his role
was within the place but people used to say he was the janitor. He seemed to be
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didn’t work in there for long. Everyone wanted to work in the baker’s because you got
to make bread and rolls and could take some for yourself. The guy who worked in
there was okay too. | had wee stints in different places because | was always running
away when | came back they'd put you here and there. | was in the joiner’s for a while.
Other times you could just be cleaning.

At the weekends or night time, they played five-a-side in the play barn. There was a
snooker table but people like me could never get on it. | think they had table tennis. |
don’t remember much else. There was a TV in the room with the snooker table. | can
remember watching Top of the Pops and seeing Rod Stewart for the first time.

Bed time was supposed to be at eight o’clock but there was always a lot of carrying
on. The staff would take you and then go away somewhere. There would be racquet.
The noise would build up and someone would eventually come in. The noise would
get louder and louder. After a while, | think the staff came in and put the lights out at
ten o'clock.

| can remember one time, a member of staff called and the night
watchmen came in and they said to us to get out. Half of us were sleeping. They took
us out into the corridor and they lined us up. We had to kneel down, put our arms up,
he put two books in each hand and we had to keep our arms out and hold the books.
If we dropped them he shouted at us.

There were different housemasters for each dormitory. | remember EEIEEEEE \v2s
the housemaster for St Andrews dormitory. It was the one facing mine. | can't

remember who the housemaster was for St Patrick’s.

Bedwetting

If | wet the bed, | wouldn't tell anyone, | would just lie in the bed and try to avoid it. |
tried to avoid it. There was no supervision and putting all these young guys together
is asking for trouble. Bed-wetters would be humiliated by the staff and the other boys.
Some of the boys would actually pee into beds, there could be two or three of them
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Abuse

There were always beatings. An English guy started working there, | don't know if he
was maybe a student. | don’t think he was a permanent member of staff. He wanted
to take me places and would tell me to go with him. Sometimes he would take me over
to the play barn. It was empty most of the time.

One time, it started off as though he was trying to carry on with me, like wrestling. You
would see people carrying on through the school. | wasn't physically close to anyone
there so | certainly didn’'t want to be close to him. The next thing | knew he grabbed
me and put me down on the ground, he was holding me in a grip then he put his hand
down the back of my trousers. He was stroking my backside. He didn’t do anything

else.

He would try and get me to go places with him, | didn’t want to go. | tried to stay out of
his way after that. He was a big strange character. At the time, | thought that he thought
he was just carrying on. | didn’t like that part of it. | saw him acting the same way
towards other boys as he did to me. | thought at first that he wanted to be my friend.
When you’re in there and you don’t have a friend, you appreciate someone showing

you a bit of kindness.

| couldn’t talk to anyone in there. If you spoke to anyone about anything, it would get
you into more trouble and your life could be even worse. In fact, if you said anything,
you would be more than likely to be humiliated. It was so easy for people to humiliate
you. It wouldn't just be a passing comment, the treatment would last for days. There
was no one at home | could talk to either. My granny would get all upset and nervous
if | started to tell her anything about what was going on in there. She worried sick about
me, she was the only one who did. | didn’t see a social worker the whole time | was

there. | probably saw one in the lead up to going in there.

There was a lot of suggestive behaviour but there were no other sexual incidents. |
heard some stories from the other boys. A lot of boys would say things like, ‘TN
KDN will take you in there and do this and that to you”. It was a common thing
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for people to say. There were people who had a name for messing about with people.
You knew that you had to keep away from certain people. | can’t remember any more
names. There are things that | have shut out but you can’t dwell on it. It messed up

our lives for a long time. .

| had a few situations with [} . He was always trying to humiliate me and
call me names. He wanted me to touch him when we were in the assembly room. We
were sitting in rows at the time. He became embarrassed.

One day, I found me in the play barn. There were three of them there.
They made me strip off all of my clothes. Il completely humiliated me.

| was physically abused lots of times. It's easy for people like that to take their temper
out on you. There were a few who were okay but there were a few who gave me a
really hard time. [SEI did all sorts of things. He was just a horrible man. | don’t
know how he got away with some of it. A lot of the staff hit you on the head with the
set of keys. It was really hard. RS sometimes took us out to places in this
old ramshackle bus. It had broken windows. The gear stick didn't stay in place so one
of the boys would have to lie down and hold it in place. If it jumped out again, you got
the blame of it. | saw him hitting others with the keys. It left you feeling dazed.

| had lots of different punishments, for example, the belt over the backside or | had to
take my trousers down. (SN would give a slap. You didn't have to do much
to get a belt, a punch or a slap from the staff in St Mary's. There were a few who were
quite handy with their hands, for example, Mr was one who used their

hands a lot. SN vas another. [CUI was okay but he would give you
a slap across the head for anything. A lot of the staff were unpredictable. You wouldn't

know what you had done wrong. It seemed to just be part of the job. | became used to
living in fear.

| witnessed lots of abuse to different people on a daily basis. The staff took out their
anger and spite on you or somebody round about you. Most of it was physical abuse,
like battering people and verbal abuse. You kind of knew it was coming and it was
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almost accepted back then. | can’t remember anybody sitting down and speaking to
me. The staff knew a lot of what went on and didn't do anything about it. They seemed
to have a good rapport with some of the boys who were carrying out the abuse.

Running away

| ran away all the time. | would go to stay at my granny’s quite often. Sometimes the
police would come to get me in the middle of the night and take me to Govan Police
Station. One time | ran away, | was away for quite a while, about nine months.

| would run away any time the opportunity arose. The staff were getting fed up with it.
One time, they took me into the office, [CXIEGzGzg2Y \vas shouting and bawling at
me. He decided he was going give me six of the belt over my backside. | had to take
my trousers down. | tried to run out of the door squealing and he finished it off with his
hand. He got a big pair of boots which were a size fourteen with no laces, a pair of
shorts and an old t-shirt and made me wear them. | had to go and stand on the stank
in the yard so they could see me all the time. | was like a circus clown. By that time, |
had been moved to a different dormitory. | was in De La Salle. I'd had enough and
decided | had to get out of there.

One night, | ran away, | lay in bed waiting and didn't go to sleep. | got out of bed and
sneaked up to someone else’s bed and stole their clothes. | can remember it was
raining heavily. | climbed out the window, down the drainpipe and past the
headmaster’s office to get out. It was then that | was away for about nine months.

| stayed in different places, sometimes | would go to my granny’s but | knew there was
the possibility that the police would find me there. | slept in lots of different places, one
of my favourite places was the high flats in the Wine Alley. | would stack up lots of
doormats in the bin shelter and sleep on them. Sometimes | would lie there thinking,
what am | doing this for, at least in St Mary’s I'd be getting my dinner. | think | must
have been caught.
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The staff used to beat me for anything at all. The just did it whenever they felt like it.
The only specific thing there was the beatings from the staff. | had quite a few of them.
It could be for anything at all. It was a horrible experience. The staff got away with all
sorts in there. If | said anything out of turn they would come into your cell and set about
you. In borstal, it was like the television programme Time. It brought back so many
memories. Anything could happen. The first period of time was very violent. Fights and
violence could start over anything. The officers were ready to just jump in with fists
flying. You could be minding your own business and be dragged straight into it. It was
a terrible place. If you got punched about before, you certainly got punched in there.
Again, it could happen for anything at all.

They allocated you to a wing, either East or West wing. | was sent to West wing. It
wasn't as violent there. When | walked in, || ] NI was there, in the same wing.
By that time, | was a bit different. | had changed. He didn't really bother with me.

It was just like prison. It wasn't an open place. It was cells. We were allowed out for
recreation for an hour or two. You could go into a room and listen to records. There
was a snooker table and there might have been newspapers.

There was a general workshop. | had to polish metal bins. It was soul destroying.
Sometimes they moved me through to another part to make pallets. We were allowed
to walk around the yard at lunch time and then be taken back to your cell. At the
weekend, everyone was in their cell from four o’clock in the afternoon. You would have
a couple of sandwiches to eat. | just thought it was a part of life.

Towards the end of my sentence, | was working on building Cornton Vale prison. We

got a bus there every day. One day, | decided I'd had enough so | tried to run away. |

was caught within a couple of hours and taken back to Polmont. One of the staff, a|Jjjj
instructor called jumped on my back. | didn’t think about running away again. It

added another two or three months onto my sentence.
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Lessons to be Learned

| think that there should be someone for each child to speak to. If the child doesn't
speak up they have to find a way of getting to the bottom of the problem. It must have
been obvious to the people at the child guidance that there was a reason why | wasn't
going to school. | think people in these roles should look into a child’s background and
see what is going in their lives. In my case, they would have seen an approved school
was not the right place to send me. My life was in turmoil and when they put me in

there it made it ten times worse.

There wasn’t an opportunity to move on from the approved school. There should have
been a pathway for me out of it. | left care with a jumper | had just won in a race at the
sports day. | didn’t know anything about life. | hadn’t been prepared for leaving. |
should have been treated differently for truanting from school.

If you weren't involved in any criminal behaviour before going in there then you would
be by the time you left. There was a packing order in St Mary’s and a gang culture.
There should be someone there for children to go to without bullies finding out. If you
haven'’t got a mother or a father to speak to then you have to have someone to be able
to speak to and trust. It created a fear and secrecy in me. | contacted the Inquiry to
make people aware of what happened in the past. | hope that the things that happened

to me don’t happen again.
Other information

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence

to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

KDO

ST Y ... s s T e

Dated...... ?(5,/}\ .......................................................................
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