Scottish Child Abuse Inguiry

Witness Statement of

Support person present: No.

My name is . ' am known as [EI My date of birth is [ 1960.

My contact details are known to the Ingquiry.

Life before going into care

I was born in Cumbernauld. My mother and father were ||| | | NI =~ I

B | have five brothers and two sisters. We were born every two years or so.

From oldest to youngest we are |||l I T . < I =<

It was just a normal childhood. We were always out running about.

My dad was a [l jvst after the war and then worked for [l on the

nightshift. My mum did work before but stopped once the children came along.

| went to Cumbernauld Primary School until primary six. It was alright. It was a small

village, so everyone knew everyone. We'd just run about with our cousins and that.

My dad died and my mum couldn't look after us all, so the five youngest children got

put into care.
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Mugdock Children’s Home, Milngavie
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Leaving Mugdock Children’s Home

| was at Mugdock Children's Home for three years and the only complaint or question
| have is, ‘why did | get chucked out of the place?’ | still don't know why. | was thirteen
years old, and | came back from school and was told | was leaving the next day. Me
and ] oot put to Cardross Park the next day. ||l 9ot put down to my Auntie
Il s in Devon. The others stayed at Mugdock.

| have no clue why | was set to an assessment centre. | had never even swom at
anybody. | don't know what me and Il did. Il was only about ten. | don't even
know if my mum knew we were being moved.

Cardross Park Assessment Centre, Dunbartonshire

| honestly can't remember who took us to Cardross. It was a nice building with a big,
long drive up to it. You went in the front door and there was a reception, with the room
you were locked in all day on the right and the lassies room on the left. | was about

twelve or thirteen when we went.

EI o Sl There were also staff members called Gkl RN,
Malloch and SR

There were boys and girls. Maybe about twenty boys and twelve lassies. The boys
were about eight, nine years old up to fifteen, but the lassies were a wee bit older. My
sister [l came back from Devon, and she went into Cardross as well.

As far as | knew we were in there for care and protection. That's just what it was called

in those days. Cardross was a secure unit, so we were locked in there.
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Bedwetting

| never had a problem with bed wetting and | can't remember how it was dealt with.
There was only really one boy, _ that had a problem with it. | don't think
he got abused or anything. He maybe was called names by the other children.

Birthdays and Christmas

You never got much at Christmas. It could not have been very good as it does not
stick in my head. Birthdays were not celebrated at all.

Visitors

Secondary Institutions - to be publishad latar

Family Contact

My mum never came to visit us, but my brother [l used to come down on the train
to take us home for the weekend. That was near the end of our stay at Cardross Park
and once a month. My mum had moved to Falkirk by this point.

| saw my brother [l every day and my sister [JJlj when she was in the home.

I =t B = Hermitage Academy and they got married at sixteen, so
she left Cardross. | would still see her when | was at school as she worked in a local

café, and | would go there for my dinner.
Personal possessions

If you were over thirteen you got four fags a day. | was over thirteen so got them. |
wish | hadn't.



52.

54.

25.

56.

Running away

Fourteen of us ran away one day. | threw a chair at the window of the room we were
kept in all day, and it cracked. It was just that toffee glass, so we were able to push it
out and we were all away. | did it because of the staff. Me, [l and my cousin

I st=) < together. We all got caught in Helensburgh by the police
and taken to the police station, then back to Cardross.

| ran away a second time on my own because of the staff again. | got just before
Helensburgh and was caught by the police. | was trying to get to my sister || s
this time, | think. The police did ask why | was running away, but | did not tell them.

Discipline

When we ran away, the next day, the lassies were brought in, and | was put over a
table and belted on my bare arse. | had never seen the belt before or heard of it. | think
the lassies were brought in to humiliate me. My sister was one of them. [l had the
same the night before. It was [N that did it. We got four of the belt and were
marked after. My cousin was moved and never got the belt. He was a bit older and
about fifteen. The second time | ran away | never got the belt.

We also got put in the cooler the first time we ran away, which was a dark room beside
the dining hall with a leather mattress in it. There were wee holes drilled at the top of
the door to let light in and we used to stand on the bed to try and see through them.
This was the main form of discipline in there. You got it for misbehaving or being
cheeky.

Abuse at Cardross Park

There was a staff member called [JEIll who once tried to grab my balls and that
when | was in the shower room. | did not see him trying this with anyone else and it
happened to me the once with him.
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The worst one though was the staff member called [l who would flick us on the
knob with his nails when we were naked. It was sore. We had tears in our eyes. It
happened to everyone. | think he just liked seeing us in pain. He later got caught
sexually abusing a wee guy called ||| | | | ) D DN
|

I (¢ was because of these two staff members that | ran away.

There was also a member of staff called [JJJf who used to ping us with elastic bands
on the legs when we were running about it the cold. That was sore.

When | was in Cardross | started glue sniffing. | saw a boy doing it in a classroom one
time and asked him what he was doing. After trying it for the first time | ended up
addicted for about four years. Everyone was doing it. | don't know the staff knew it was
going on. | never saw anyone being pulled for it.

Reporting of abuse at Cardross Park

| never reported what was happening to me to the staff at Cardross because it was the
staff that were doing it. | don't know why | didn't tell the police.

Leaving Cardross Park

| was in Cardross Park for about a year and a half. | don't think there was any others
there as long as us, but there were a few there a wee while. | ended up running away
and got put into Bellfield Remand Home. | was told | was getting moved. The next day
I was gone. il did not come with me.
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Bellfield Remand Home, Dumbarton

As far as | can remember | was taken with a member of staff from Cardross and a
social worker to Bellfield. It was like an old mansion again. It sat on top of a wee hill.
Youwent in and there was a reception and the television room on the right and another
wee room on the left. The dorms were up the stairs. It had the same lay out as every
other place really.

| am sure it was a guy who SN He was in a car accident and

always had a wee ball in his hand to exercise it. | also remember G and

Mr Malloch. | was in Barlinnie prison later on and Mr Malloch was a prisoner there too,
s0 | don't know what he got up to.

It was all boys in Bellfield. There was about twenty of us aged between twelve and

sixteen years old.

Routine at Bellfield Remand Home

First day

The first day | was shown around and then put into the television room. You weren't

allowed to move around in there,

Mornings and Bedfime

It was the same again really, we were up about seven in the morning. We got washed
and went down the stairs for breakfast. Then it was into the television room for the

day. If it was a nice day, we were out in the tennis court. In the evenings we just
watched television as well. The weekends were exactly the same.
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and took us back to Bellfield. Nothing happened we just got put back in the television
room. We did get asked why we ran away, but | did not tell anyone.

Discipline

You would get a cuff on the lug if you were cheeky or didn't do what you were told. All
the staff would do it. They also had a wee digger that you were put in if you ran away.
| was never put in there. It was like an isolation room with only a bed in it and you were
in there on your own for days.

Abuse at Bellfield Remand Home

One time | was through the back at the toilet and B
tried to touch my balls and masturbate me. | managed to get him away from me and

came through and

said no, it wasn't happening. | was crying because of that, but | didn't tell anyone. |
was asked by other staff why | was crying, but | just couldn't say anything. It was
embarrassing. G \as a staff member and a wee fat baldy guy with gold
rim glasses. It just happened that one time and | don't have a clue if it happened to
anyone else.

Leaving Bellfield Remand Home
| was in Bellfield for about five, six months. It was just a shite hole. | don't know why |

was moved from there. There was no panel or anything and | hadn't done anything

wrong.
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Records

| would like to get my records and | have spoken to Future Pathways about this.

Lessons to be learnt

| would have to think about what lessons could be learnt from my experiences. | have
never thought about it before. Social work should definitely take more to do with you
when you are in these places. Someone should explain to children what's going on. |
never got one thing explained to me, it was just you are going there and that's it.

Hopes for the Ingquiry

| just hope that the Inquiry can help everyone that needs to be helped. | think you are

doing a brilliant job.

Other information

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence

to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

Datedtg//—?./arg
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