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Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

Support person present: No

1. Myname is RN "y date of birth is | N 1959. ' am 62

years old. My contact details are known to the Inquiry.

2. |had two brothers and three sisters. My father |l was a miner but passed away
when | was six years old. My mother |JJjjij basically brought us up by herself. She

worked as a bus conductor on the local Fife buses. It was hard financial times.

3. My oldest sister ]l now lives in Australia, my sister JJJill still lives in Fife. My
brother [l who was four years older than me also passed away. | had a brother
-who died when he was just six months old. Then | was born. My mother
remarried and my younger sister [Jjwas born she now lives in New Zealand.

Life before going into care

4, | was born in hospital in Dunfermline and lived and was brought up in Cowdenbeath.
| stayed in Cowdenbeath until 2002 when | moved to Crossgates. It was tough times
being brought up in Fife as there was very little income about. When my father
passed my mother had to feed the whole family on her wage as a clippie on the

buses.
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42.

43.

44,

45.

46.

Abuse at YOI Glenochil

You had to toe the line and if you didn't you would get a punch to the face or a slap
to the back of the head. You could hear other boys being slapped about the head
when they were in their cells.

The worst offender for hitting was a member of staff called Mr [} On cne
occasion | recall that | was standing in a line when one of the boys farted. | swore at
him and the next thing | knew | was lying on the floor having been hit round the head

by Mr

There were two other men called Mr [l and Mr
came from Cowdenbeath and his mother

el who were also into inflicting

physical punishment. | recall that Mr ke
ran a shop in Cowdenbeath. | recall thinking to myself that when | got out of
Glenochil | would go and take revenge on Mr g because | knew where his family
lived. Thanks goodness that | never did anything more than think about it.

Mr (SRSl was stocky built with gingery hair. The man called [EEall was ex-army and
had brown hair and the guy called alsa had gingery coloured hair. mwas more
into the mental abuse. He would tell you to go back to your room and then he would
come in and push you against the wall and threaten you and hit you. | think that
“ was between forty and fifty years old. Skl would be about the same while
B was in his late 30’s.

When you were in a line up waiting to go to dinner or coming back from somewhere
you would be asked to stand at ease. would walk up and down the line like he
was inspecting it. You would hear one of the boys being slapped for no real reason.

You could not react because you had to keep your eyes looking forward.
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47,

48,

49.

50.

51.

2.

The first three or four weeks were the worst and then it eased off. It was as if they
had broken you into their way of thinking. You would always see the new boys being
subjected to what you had received. It was mainly punches and slaps that we

received. We were usually hit on the side of the head.

| did get a lump on the side of my head on one occasion but | never needed hospital
or medical treatment although some of the boys would be knocked to the ground. My
lump was visible because of the very short haircut you were given when you first

arrive.

The most common punishment was if you were caught talking and you would be
slapped or punched on the side of your head. | recall some boys having their “slop
out pot” poured over them. They would also pass you when you were on your knees
cleaning and they would kick over your bucket. You just had to do what you were
told.

| recall one guy who went bezerk but | can’t recall his name. | think that he had
mental health problems. He was taken back to his cell and you could hear him

screaming as he was being slapped and punched by the staff.

On one nmsiunmput me up against a wall and punched me in the stomach in
front of the other staff. The rest of the staff just tumed a blind eye to what he did.
Most of the staff did not use physical viclence towards you but they didn't try to stop
it happening.

Reporting of abuse at YOI Glenochil

You could not tell anyone what was happening you just had to accept it. | never told

my mother or other family members about what was happening to me in care.
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58.

59.

60.

61.

62.

| don’t think that my experiences have held me back in any way. | just have to deal
with it and move on. | don't think that it has had any effect on me. | have not needed

any counselling or support and | don't think | would ever have applied to get support.

Records

| have never tried to get my records and | don't have any interest in doing that.

Lessons to be learned

There should be someone monitoring the staff to detect any abuse that is going on. |

am sure it would not have happened if there was more control over the abusers.

Some of the staff were very good with us but it is the abusers you tend to remember.

Hopes for the Inquiry

When there are young people involved do the right thing for them. Do not assume

that when they are locked up in places like Glenochil that the children are safe in the

hands of staff members and it is the best place for them. The bottom line is that most

boys are only off the rails and what they need is a guiding hand to get them back on.

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence

to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

18 February 2022
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