Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

(€11

Support person present:. Yes

My name is My date of birth is [l 1938 My contact details are
known to the Inquiry.

Background/Qualifications

| was the youngest of a family of ten. My mother had been married twice and already
had three sons when she met my father.

My father was a miner. He died when | was eleven year’s old. Over the years I've lost
my brothers and my sisters and I'm now the last one standing out of the family. |
remember a lot of music in my family home. My father was a lovely tenor singer and
my sister was a good singer too. If someone started singing in our house, people

would start harmonising. My house on a Friday night was a joy to be in.

| attended St Patrick’s School, which was a Catholic school in Denny. | left there and
went to St Modan’s High School in Stirling. In terms of qualifications, | left school at
fifteen years old with a general certificate of education. | never saw myself as highly

intelligent.

| then got a job with | who was a Haulage Contractor. | worked with them
as a second man on a transport vehicle and did that for around nine months. |
remember we drove into Kings Docks in Glasgow. | remember the policemen on duty

outside the docks.
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Police investigations / criminal proceedings

During my time at Polmont, | was never made aware of any police investigations into
alleged abuse at Polmont. | was never asked to provide a statement to the police
about alleged abuse of inmates and have never given evidence at a trial concerning

alleged abuse of inmates at Polmont.

Convicted abusers

During my time at Polmont, | was never aware of any staff member being convicted of
the abuse of an inmate or inmates at Polmont.

Knowledge of specific named alleged abusers
| have been informed that the following names are of staff members who worked at

Polmont and that they have been named as alleged abusers by inmates at Polmont.
| have been asked if | know these people and if so what | know about them.

v

| have no recollection of a member of staff called [ at Poimont.

That could be a principal officer that came to Polmont around the same time as me.

The person | am referring to is a Mr Rl and not XN No one has ever
been referred to me as, IR The MrEEEll | am referring to probably retired

seven or eight years before me, at a guess. He would have been between fifty-five

and sixty when he retired.

The person | am talking about was a principal officer in charge of the assessment
centre. Mr Sl was the equivalent to a company sergeant major or a regimental
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sergeant major in the Royal Marines. He was a very well-dressed gentleman. He had
expert handling, not only of the staff that worked under him but of the inmates in his
domain. In my view, he was superb at his job. | actually taught his daughter ||

The only time | would see him with the inmates was when | was required to uplift a
group of inmates from the assessment centre. He worked in the assessment centre
and | would have witnessed him informing inmates of the rules at Polmont and him

directing boys to carry out various tasks. | never saw him abuse any of the inmates.

vr S

I've never come across that name. | cannot remember anyone with that name working

at Polmont.

Alleged Abuser

| have been informed that | have been named as an alleged abuser by the following

inmates.

GHY

S  2s provided a statement to the Inquiry and has referred to me as
Mrigilll That was the name | was known by at the time.

At paragraph 179 of his statement, says, “You were allowed down
to the big room to watch the telly. We were also allowed to go swimming in the pool
within Polmont. The |||l teacher, Mr Gl was a nasty piece of work. We
weren'’t allowed to play football or anything.”

At paragraph 188 of his statement, iGNl s2vs V- Sl (< TR

teacher, would line the boys up to inspect their toenails. He would be carrying a big

scoop that he used to get water out of the pool, which was a long stick with a scoop

on the end. If a boy had dirty toenails, he would put the stick end of the scoop on the
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offending toenail and say, “Thy toenail offends thee” and put his whole weight on the
stick. He would do that to make sure that when boys came to|jpool their feet were
clean.”

| don’t remember a [SEMIlllll: The accusation that was made that there was
a scoop and a pole used for taking water out of the swimming pool and that | went
along the line and jumped up and down on people’s toes with it, no, | didn't do that. |
didn’t do anything with a scoop and a pole and press it down on this gentleman'’s toes
at Polmont.

| have no understanding of why this has been said. | don't think the passage of time
has affected my memory. If a boy was treated as described, | probably would accept

that was abuse. | think it would be.

Gal

has also provided a statement to the Inquiry and has

referred to me as [Gilll At paragraph 175 of his statement, he says, “The abuse at
Polmont was just getting weighed in a few times by some of the characters. The main
one was he was a guard but he was also rhe- teacher and was in charge of
I /< proper weighed me in a few times. He was the worst and was
an absolute swine of a man.”

At paragraph 177 of his statement, says, Ellll and the PTI were

both bad and then there was XXX, he was another screw. They would all proper beat
up boys, punching, kicking, all sorts. A lot of it was in the gym area or, for me, when |
was down in the ‘Digger’.”

At paragraph 183 of his statement, says, “Whenever we [}

I Bl sed to give it out to me. | think a lot of it with me was because he
hadn't liked my brother. My brother had been in Polmont and there was bad blood
between them so he took it out on me.”

21



117.

118.

119.

120.

121.

122.

At paragraph 184 of his statement, says, “He hit me and other
people, he would just bang you with his fist. Everyone saw it, | saw him do it to others.
We could be in the changing rooms and he would come up to you and lay into you. It
could be one punch or half a dozen punches and it would often be for no reason at all.
That’s just what he did all the time.”

| don't remember a Gl ' don't remember any of the inmates named
I | can honestly say | have no recollection of anyone with that name. If he
is talking about bad blood between me and an older brother as referred to in this

statement, | would not have been working in_at the time his older

brother was at Polmont.

Did | ever treat anybody like that in_or anywhere else in Polmont?
The answer to that is no. A definite no. The passage of time has not affected my

memory whatsoever. If an inmate was treated in such a way that certainly would be

abuse.
It never happened. It couldn’t happen. | would never do that to any human being.

This person is saying that | was an individual that went about like that in the swimming
pool. | wasn't an individual in the swimming pool. -a discipline officer in that
swimming pool [} The reason il discipline officer with me was because
the swimming pool was an insecure building and would be the first place someone
would go to break out of Polmont. The discipline officer was placed in there long

before | was.

Discipline officers would have never tolerated being put in a situation where an inmate
asked for the police. If that happens careers are going up in the air. My career is
going up in the air. My pension is going up in the air. My standing in the prison service
was going up in the air. I'm not stupid enough to lay myself open to accusations. My
fellow discipline officer wouldn't be stupid enough either. So he's not talking about
one person here, he’s talking about two people.
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What we're being led to believe here, is that | went into the middle of a changing room,
with whatever party these two inmates were in. I'm going to kick and punch an
individual with some of his pals sitting nearby. | would need to be mental to do
something like that. That didn't happen, it couldn't happen because I'm not daft
enough to go into a changing room when inmates are undressing, are naked, are
soaking wet. I've never kicked, punched anybody in any way shape or form in the

lifetime | spent in the service.

has provided a statement to the Inquiry where he has referred to me
as[SEll At paragraph 126 of his statement, he says, “We got swimming once a week
in the pool near to the north wing. Eilllwas | EGTGTcNGNGNGEEEEEEEEE < 2
a small stocky guy with no neck. You had to have short nails and be clean before you
entered the pool. He would inspect your hands and nails before you got in. He would
also watch us in the shower beforehand and make comment about our private parts,

about the size of our privates.”

At paragraph 134 of his statement, [SXIE says, “The next day they shouted
for the work parties and | sat on my chair in my room. | got sent to the digger for three
or four days because of it. It was a wee brute who was in charge of the digger.
the same guy from || N NN 7hcy would take turns about supervising the
digger. He would get a dig in every now and again, | mean a slap or a punch while |
was down there.”

At paragraph 152 of his statement, says, “One day at the swimming
pool my nails were checked and said they were too long. It was a twenty-five
metre pool with four lanes and this day | was sent to the furthest away lane. I'm not a
swimmer at all but what he made me do was swim the length of the pool, get out the
other end, he was at the other end and he made me run down the side of the pool and
jump in again and repeat it. | had to do it for the full thirty-minute session. He was

walching and | think he would have jumped in if something had happened but it was
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frightening for me. | was just doing the doggy paddle. | swallowed that much water
during it, | ended up being sick.”

At paragraph 153 of his statement, say, “There was an incident with
another prisoner on a different day, a guy XXX in the swimming pool. Sl slapped
him and the prisoner grabbed him and pushed him in the swimming pool. He was
dragged down to the digger and | believe he got a real doing from the prisoner officers.”

At paragraph 154 of his statement, he says, “If [Eifll caught you diving into the
swimming pool you would get a slap off him as you had to jump in and not dive.

was an animal and no one liked him."

| do not know this person and that did not happen. | did not abuse or punish anyone
in the swimming pool. The routine in place was that inmates undressed in the changing
room and showered before entering the swimming pool. They showered before and
after entering the swimming pool with their costumes on. This system was in place

vt
Allinmates were lined up before they entered the pool. ||| | | GTKcNGTGNGNNNNEE

It allowed me to have control of the inmates before they entered the pool. The

comment about me watching them in the shower did not happen.

He says | worked in the digger. | never once worked in the digger in all my time at

Polmont, so this could not have happened.

The pool at Polmont was not twenty-five metres long and was not four lanes in width
either. He says | made him swim lengths and he couldn’t swim. That did not happen.

He says an inmate pushed me into the swimming pool. Again, this did not happen.

He says inmates diving into the pool would get a slap. This did not happen. Inmates
were not allowed to dive across the pool because of the narrowness of the pool and

dangers that were involved in doing so.
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E2 2s born in 1954 so again he would have been in Polmont between
1970 until 1972. | was not in the swimming pool at this time. In paragraph 158 of his
statement, he says he left Polmont in 1972. As | have said, | did not start working in
the swimming pool until 1973 or 1974.

The passage of time has not affected my memory. | have no idea why this has been
said. If these incidents did happen, they would be abuse.

There was a discipline officer with me at all times. He was there to protect me from
allegations, especially during undressing, showering and re-dressing. He was also
there because the swimming pool was an insecure building.

KDO

EEEEEEEEEE s provided a statement to the Inquiry within which he refers to
me as “a ] instructor called SIEllI’ At paragraph 66 of his statement, he says,
“Towards the end of my sentence, | was working on building Corton Vale prison. We
got a bus there every day. One day, | decided I'd had enough so | tried to run away.
I was caught within a couple of hours and taken back to Polmont. One of the staff, a
-insrructor called jumped on my back. | didn’t think about running away again.
It added another two or three months onto my sentence.”

| don’t know that name and what he alleges just did not happen. | didn't abuse or
punish him or anyone else. Between 1970 and 1972, | don’t think any inmates went
to help build Corton Vale. was born in 1954 which would mean
he would be in Polmont between 1970 and 1972, aged sixteen to eighteen years old.

The passage of time has not affected my memory. This did not happen. | have no
idea why he would say that. If this did happen this would be abuse.
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has provided a statement to the Inquiry within which he refers me as
the “one who taught swimming.” At paragraph 140 of his statement, he says, “Another
of the officers who caused some issues was one who taught swimming. He would ask
if there was anyone who could not swim and then ask them to line up at the edge of
the pool. He then walked along the line and pushed them in. | was okay as | had
learned as a youngster to swim at a local pool and in the Clyde as a youngster.”

| don't know this person. What he alleges never happened. Xz 2s born
in 1953, which would make him sixteen year’s old in 1969. | didn’t start working within
the swimming pool until 1973 or 1974 so wouldn’t have been working within the
swimming pool when this person was at Polmont.

| also notice that X coes not name me in the allegation.

The passage of time has not affected my memory. If this did happen, this would be

abuse and would have been dangerous as well.
There was a discipline officer [ijat a!l times. He was there to protect Jillfrom

allegations. He was also there because of the lack of security of the swimming pool
building.

Criminal Convictions

| have no criminal convictions.

Further comments

| had a system in place where the inmates were told they would have their toenails
inspected. Nails and feet, as far as | am concerned, had to be looked after. If an

inmate had thick toenails, | would tell him to have a word with his gallery officer and
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passed my advanced driving course and began teaching people advanced driving. |
did that until | was sixty-seven.

Lessons to be learned

| feel young people need to find themselves. In every establishment that deals with
young people, there needs to be a section that takes the kids into the hills to test them
in different ways. Similar to what we were doing with the Duke of Edinburgh Awards.
The best thing staff can do at any institution for adults or young offenders, is to treat

inmates with respect.

There also needs to be a medical situation where all inmates in a penal system, have
an area where there is podiatry in place. Where they can look after adults and young
people who have problems with their feet. They need to be listened to and have their
feet inspected. If they are coming into institutions for the first time, one of the most

important inspections to take place is that of their feet and their fingers.

Other information

Regardless of what has been said about me, | have empathy with these individuals. |
don'’t feel any anger of malice towards these young guys.

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence

to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.
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