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paragraph 55, an occasion when he was accidentally hit
on the chin by a horse's head and was knocked out. He
says when he came to, Brother Benedict had his hand on
his knee and was rubbing his leg, which made 'Bill"' feel
very uncomfortable.

He recalls, at paragraph 58, getting new shoes in
the boot room from Brother Benedict. 'Bill' says
Brother Benedict touched his legs when helping the
applicant with his shoes.

He says the way he did it was inappropriate, and I
quote:

"There was a sexual intention behind his actions.”

He also recounts an occasion when a number of boys
had come back from a football match against another
school and the boys were all taken t.o_
office. He describes, at paragraph 60, what happened.
He said:

"Every boy was then made to lie over Erctherm
[He was _] knee and he slapped our bare
back sides. Brother Benedict and Broth&r“were
both there and watched."

'Bill' says, at paragraph 5%, he sometimes heard
boys crying at night, but he's not sure where the cries
were coming from. He says there were rumours going

about it was boys being abused by the Brothers in their
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me from re-offending. I was 16 the first time I was in
there.

"It was a bullish regime at Longriggend. I was
locked up a lot of the time. At mealtimes I was let out
and I collected my tray of food and took it back to my
cell to eat it. Each of the three times I was at
Longriggend was for around two months. Some of the
ataff were okay, but most were quite authoritarian and
looked down their peaked caps at you. Some enjoyed
instilling fear in the boys.

"I remember lining up in the gym, then one of the
prison officers._ walked along the line and

punched some of the boys in the stomach. _was

known as _. There was no reason for him

punching the boys, but everyone was aware and tried to
be ready for it. It was random and he didn't do it to
anyone in particular. Other gym staff and prison
officers would be there when he was doing this, but they
didn't do anything about it. I was punched in the
stomach once by_. I was expecting it and he
was just making a statement because he did it to any of
the new boys. It was just a guick dig and wasn't a full
punch. I suppose he was trying to live up to his
reputation.

"When I was released from Longriggend, one of the
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mum at that peint, but then she hegan drinking and
verbally abusing him; that is paragraph 30.

Between the ages of around 12 and 14, about 1972 to
1974, 'Scott' says he was going to school less and less;
that is paragraph 32.

He was caught breaking inte cars and premises and
appeared before a Children's Panel and was sent to
Larchgrove Assessment Centre. He tells us that at 34.
He was in Larchgrove, he thinks, when he turned 15,

which would hawve been ahout_lQTE.

LADY SMITH: He's now 15 years old at that stage?

MR PEOPLES: 15.

He tells us quite a bit about Larchgrove
Assessment Centre between paragraphs 35 and 69.

I'1l pick out some things, if I may.

He estimated there were as many as 250 boys in
Larchgrove, split into four houses named after Scottish
izlands; that is at 35.

He remembers some of the staff, including
a Mr_, who was a member of the senior staff. He
says, at 36, he was a really big guy and a rugby player.
If you did anything wrong, you were given a slap by him.
He was so strong you would be knocked to the ground.

He does alsoc say in his statement there was a high

turnover of staff as well. He tells us that he was
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allocated to Bute House, where he says there would be
about 30 boys aged between 12 and 17.

Bute House had four or five dormitories, with
between about eight and 12 boys in each. He s=ays the
boys were a mix of real bad boys and other bovys, who
should never have been in that kind of place. He says
that at 32,

He tells us, at 49, that there were classrooms at
Larchgrove:

"But we were never given any education."

As regards bed wetting, he says at 52 that if
someone wet the bed, one of the members of staff,
Mr_, would make a big deal of it. He would make
sure everyone was told the perseon had wet the bed. On
the dormitory door there were name cards showing who was
in each room. The card might have information such as
which religion you were part of, but he would add the
letters "BW" to ensure the person was identified even
more.

At 53, he says during leisure time there was a lot
of violence as the boys would fight with each other, and
one time he recalls there was a boy who suffered
a slashing wound when a boy had used a broken plate.
The boy responsible was transferred to Longriggend.

At 54, he says there was one lad in his house who

22
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was a really big guy and had the nickname - He
was always bullying everyone as noe one was able to take
him on with his size. Eventually, staff stepped in and
he was given a beating.

He says, at 66, that sometimes if he was having
an argument with some other kid in the home, EME

I cink he means:

"Would often hit me on the head without me knowing

he was behind me."

He says, at 67, that Mr el was a vulgar man:
"He always shouting and swearing at us kids. He
behaved like an old-style sergeant major. If he caught
you doing anything wrong he would come up behind you and
slap you to the head, sometimes even punched you there."

He ran away from Larchgrove, as he tells us at 5B.
On one occasion, indeed, he was away for several months.
He says when he was brought back =-- he says this at
64 -- he would be put in a cell next to the reception
area and would also be placed in there if he did
anything wrong.

He recalls, as a punishment, getting between four
and s3ix strokes of the belt on the backside, but owver
his clothes, frﬂm_ in the presence
of a witness. I think that at least would conform to

the regulations at the time.
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He obwviously tells us a bit about other things and
more positive things, including day trips and trips to
other places.

From Larchgrove 'Scott' goes on to Geilsland, and he
tells us about that, starting at paragraph 70 teo 111
roughly, page 14.

On arrival, he says he was met by _
EZD an ex-military man, -

B = recalls at paragraph 70. He talks about
when he arrived going to a reception area within
something called Roockie House, and then was taken to see
He zays that EXEEEEEEEEE :t-1<d him to call him
EEEE :nc said he was given a breakdown of the rules

of the achool. He tells us also, at 70, that EEEH

told him, if he didn't behave, he would make
sure he was sent to borstal.

He tells us about the sort of set-up and says it was
a house system, there were houses. There was
Rookie House, which was on three levels; there was Hew
Vic House, which he describes as like a prefabricated
building on one lewvel, and White House, which he says
was a large modern house on different levels.

He says new arrivals were allocated to Rookie House,

and after eight to 12 weeks 'Scott' says he was
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transferred to New Vie House.

He says at paragraph 78:

"When you arrived at Rookie House they would turn
all the lights out and make you pretend to get up and go
for a cold shower. This was to make you learn some of
the things you were reguired to do. You were left in
the shower until such time as you sang them a song or
took several strokes of the stick, given out by EfGl
E oo oot sing, so I always took the
stick. This was repeated maybe 12 times over a two-weak
pericd. This was merely a punishment."

I think he is perhaps describing getting taught what
wou would do in the shower, rather than -- it's not
clear whether this was happening in the shower or
something that happened to teach him how he would behave
in the shower. But, at any rate, he does describe this

rather curious ==

LADY SMITH: Fretend to get up and go for a cold shower?

PEOPFLES: I think he meant he had to get up, pretend he

was in the shower.

LADY SMITH: &And that was to learn the songs?
MR PEOPLES: Learn a song and ==

LADY SMITH: Maybe then he's going on to explain that was

because, when they did have their cold showers, they had

to stay there until this song had been sung, otherwise
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they would be hit by_ presumably naked,

with a stick.

MR PECOPLES: Yes. I think he had to sing a song. I think
we heard some avidence abeout that earliar on, about
singing in showers, if I'm not mistaken.

LADY SMITH: It also happened at the Edinburgh Academy.
Part of the reason I think was to ensure a particular
amount of time was spent in the cold shower.

ME FECOPLES: In cleaning.

LADY SMITH: 1It's a bit like we were all taught te sing
happy birthday during the lockdown pandemic periods
while we were washing our hands, to make sure we carried
aon washing for at least 20 seconds.

MR PEOPLES: It seemed in marked contrast to some of the
evidence about how guickly you had to shower in SPS
establishments.

LADY SMITH: How much of the regime was based on logic,

Mr Peoples?

MR PEOFLES: Indeed.

He's describing something -- this szeemed to be the
regime or the ritual in this particular establishment,
that he recalls.

He alsc says on the same theme, at paragraph 80,
that in the morning beds had to be made in the same way

in the Army. If a bed wasn't made properly, the boy had
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to sing a song or receive the stick from EEHEIEGgG

So it seems he's describing a situation where BN

_carri&d a stick around and wielded it in

various circumstances.

He tells us about bed wetting. At 95, he says:

"When a boy in New Vic House unexpectedly wet the
bed, he was ridiculed by the staff and _
brought it up at morning assembly."™

He was issued with a rubber mattress and identified
as a bed wetter on his name card, which I think is what
he teld us about the card on the door. He says that
there was a certain military feel to things because he
zaid they had to march everywhere that they had teo go in
the schoel, at B4, including going to the dining hall
for meals. He =said they had some instruction on how to
march.

He tells us at B5, that he was allocated to the
building section, and if the instructor thought that
"Scott' had done anything wrong:

"He would hit me with drainage rods."

He says he asked to transfer to the engineering
section, which was a different section. He was allowed
to do so, where he did mainly plumbing and some car

mechanics.

LADY SMITH: Drainage rods would normally be metal and

27
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MR

heawvy.
FEQOPFLES: Yes, yes.

AL 26, he says:

"Some of the manners of disciplining us would ba to
complete a physical education in the snow, in our
swimming trunks. It could also involve going on
a six-mile run over a course known as the Bickham which
was always timed. If wou had been on a run and
disciplined on a later occasion you would have to better
your previecus time. Sometimes he would follow you in a
van or even chase you in the van to make you run
faster."

He then describes an occcasion when there was some
sort of memorial service for a resident whe had been
known as [} vho had died accidentally from a fall
from scaffolding, when mucking about or fooling around.
He says someone within the group of boys who were there
played the piano and _, Mr “, demanded
to know who had played the piano. Ho one came forward,
so he slapped each boy in turn. When no one spoke up,
he went round again and did the same. 'Scott' says he
only stopped, at 97, when he got too tired to continue.

He tells us, at 100, that soclal workers did come to
the school, but not to wvisit the boys. He says at 100:

"We were to show them around the place, but we were
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not allowed to say anything bad to them as you were
under the threat of violence."

He comes back to the subject of sticks at 104:
a variety of sticks of different widths. Each of them
was wrapped in different coloured electrical tape. If
he decided he was punishing us, he would send us to his
office and bring a particular coloured atick to him,
which he would hit us with. At assembly, if we had done
anything wrong the previous day, he brought it up. He
would make us bend over in front of everyone and he
would hit us with between four and six strokes each
time. I got this several times from EXEHIIEGEG. "

He geoes on to describe, at 105 and 10&, that other
members of the staff also hit boys from time to time.

Then he describes a form of emotional abuse, at 107.
'Scott' recalls being invited by a girl to a party and
he says the girl wrote to the school to seek permission
or to confirm permission to attend the party that
'Scott' was invited to. He zays one of the staff,m
_r read the girl's letter, telephoned
her and told her that 'Scott' wanted nothing more to do
with her.

He then goes on to tell us:

"He came to me and told me what he had done and

25
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LADY SMITH: This is a different [[Silfrom

started laughing at me. When he told me this, I felt
like I wanted to hurt him."

He describes the point at which he was leaving the

school at age 16, and Mr[jEESEEN -- this is around
paragraph 111 -- apparently said he could come back any

time te wisit. At that point 'Scott' told him there was
no chance of that, as he had never liked the place. He

says that at that point td:grab&:n::d him by the neck
and pinned him against the wall. He says when Mr
finished telling 'Scott' what he thought of him, he let

him go.

It

seams that

iz refearred to as :vE:

MR PEOPLES: It may be there are two|JJJBMM zlthough --

it's possible -- or it may simply be that he is
describing == it's difficult to tell, but he's got the
occasion when at least he's expressed his views about
the school and something has happened. It's a member of

staff. Whether it's ; ho doubt something

perhaps that may become apparent.

Although he had said this about the school, he says,
at 1ll6, that he did in fact go back to the school after
he left and met two members of staff,

, whoe he told us about with the letter
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from the girl, and a Mr [N 2" he describes

an occasion, that occasion, at 116, and says that [
_left the room and Mr [ locked
the room. He goes on:

"Without warning he punched me and knocked me to the
dground, Mrstarting punching me and hitting me
in the head and body. He started accusing me of
stealing overalls and selling them on. I had never
stolen from them at all. He insisted they had been told
by two of the other residents that I was involved and
that as a result they wanted me to sign over the money."

That is the money he had earned before leaving:

"Te them to recompense the school. I could not take
any more and agreed. I later learned there had been neo
thefts and they had just made it up.”

That is his recollection of how that matter arose,

He says, after Geilsland, he was charged with
stealing a bike. He says he didn't do it, but he was
charged and was sent to Longriggend just before he
turned 17. That would be around 1977; I think, when he
got there.

Perhaps I can take the story up from there. It is
page 24, paragraph 121:

"I was sent to Longriggend for seven days when I was

still 16."
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Mrm. He says:

*pr EEENEM was an absolute bastard and the worst
staff member there. He should never have been employed
in that job becausze he was an animal. He would hit me
guite regularly. He was always on his own when he hit
you, "

At 120, he goes on:

"There would be times when you were just walking
past him and he would give you a slap around the head.
He was a chunky guy and I was a child, so to be hit like
that was guite powerful to me. If he hit you, you went
down. If you fell down, he would drag you up and say,
'Will you stand up and fucking look at me when
I'm talking to you'. He would maybe then punch you in
the gut or whatever. If Mr [EEEJllcaught you smoking,
he would slap you and punch you. I remember occasions
when he caught me and stood telling me off before he
slapped me around the face."

He describes an occasion after he ran away in the
shower room. This is at 121. Where Mr EGEIEEE "=kelped
me arcund the jaw with his fist". wWhen Derek said,
"What the fuck was that for?" Mr “punched him
again, causing Derek to fall over and split open his
head. Mr EEEJthen took Derek to the matron's office

and told her that Derek had slipped in the shower.
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The matron, says Derek, didn't ask Derek what had
happened, though he thinks she knew as Derek shook his
head when Hr_ salid he had slipped. He says, at
122, that he saw Mr[EEEJJl hitting other boys.

At 123, he says night staff came te his dormitory at
night well after lights out at 9.00 pm and removed boys
from their beda. The boys were those who were known as
"wet the beds". At the time Derek szays he thought they
were being woken to be taken to the toilet. He says
however they were away for probably more than 45 minutes
and when they came back they were always crying.

He says, at 129, that he reported what was happening
at Dr Guthrie's to his mum, but she didn't seem to be
bothered. He says he didn't report it to anyone else.

At 130, he =says there was no point in doing so.

Hone of the staff would hawve listened to him. He tells
us he left the school when he was around age 15.

He then saw his social worker for about a year
afterwards. That is 136.

He also went before he was 16 to a secondary school
in Craigmillar, but was expelled and then ended up going
to James Gillesapie High School for around four weeks.

He got inveolved in crime and ended up in Edinburgh
Sheriff Court. He was a passenger in a stolen wvehicle,

which ran over a police officer who was trying to stop
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been mentioned and they included a Mr g%

Mr mand Mr“ and maybe one or two others.

But can I just remind everybody, my General Restriction
Order affords anonymity teo all these members of staff.
Brother Benedict, of course, is an exception because
he has been convicted. His identity is well known.
I'11 rise now and we'll have the morning break for
about 15 minutes. Thank you.
{11.35 am)
(A short break)

(11.50 am)

MR FEOPLES: My Lady, I'm geing to do one more and then
I'll hand over to Ms Forbes. 1I'll now deal with another
statement provided by 'Charlie'. The reference is
WIT.001.001.9841.

'Charlie" (read)

MR PEOPLES: 'Charlie' was born in Glasgow in 1961. He
tells us about life before going into care in his
statement; between paragraphs 4 and 6. I'll just pick
out one or two things from that section of his
statement.

He was brought up in Blackhill. He was the oldest
of five children. He had one brother and three sisters.

He tells us that both parents had problems with
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says he was in the Ogilivy Wing and_
B 2c Fathe: [EEE- He tells us that at 19.

He says:

"I was always an absconder, z2o I was regularly
punished by him. He used te hit me with a walking
stick.™

At paragraph 42, in relation to physical abuse, he
zays:

"You would get battered from running away and put
into a cold bath. HNo one ever asked me why I was
running away. It was all about surviving."

He says, at paragraph 44:

"It was a brutal regime and the older boys would be
acting under the direction of the priests in charge.
They would punch vou."

At 45, he gives an example of what he's describing
as emotional abuse, when he zays he was told by
Father “:

"If I behaved for six weeks I would get home leave.
I got on the bus and a3 I was sitting on the bus he told
me that my mother didn't want me home at the weekend and
to get off the bus. He did it in front of all the other
boys to humiliate me. All the boys laughed at me. It
would break my heart.”

He gives another example at paragraph 48, where he
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says he can recall an occasion when mail from relatives
was being handed out and that 'Charlie's' name was
called cut and he says, as he walked towards

Father _in front of the other boys,
Father_said that 'Charlie's' mother had not
written to him. 'Charlie' says he was laughed at by the
other boys. He said it was terrible:

"It made me feel isclated.”

He says, at paragraph 41, that when he ran away and
was caught by the police he tried te tell them what was
going on at St John Bosco's, but they were not
interested.

When he was on the run, he would be committing petty
crimes and was usually caught by the pelice, which is

a fairly familiar theme.

LADY SMITH: His reference to mail being a source of

emoticnal damage is interesting. As we heard earlier,
being forced to write to a mother who the boy knew
didn't want to have any contact with him, also resulted
in the hurt of the letter being sent back and being told

not to do that,

ME FEOPLES: Alsc the boy who wrote about what a good time

he'd had, although he'd just been beaten up as well,
that is his recollection. And he didn't do all the

things that he had written.
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She treated him wvery badly and did everything te demean
him. He is suggesting there was knowledge of what the
Brother was like.

He =zays that boys would go to their dorms around
8.30 pm. At 23, he says they would often fight and
carry on with each other. He says, at 23, the Brothers
had a room near the dormitory and would often creep
about the dormitories:

"But I didn't witness any sexual abuse.”

However, he says he recalls an occcasion -- at
paragraph 530 -- in the dining room when a boy, whom he
names, screamed out he was being sexually abused.
'Charlie' says he thinks the boy was taken away from the
school after that, because he never saw him again.

He szays, at paragraph 28, that the boys wore jeans,
but absconders had to wear shorts.

In his case, in terms of home leave, although it
could be given, he didn't get it because he was always
running away.

He goes back to the issue of discipline at 32, where
he says the Brothers would hit you and the older boys,
under the direction of the Brothers, would also hit vou.
You also got the cane from Father _

He tells us that while he was there he preferred his

own company and spent a lot of time in the nearby woods

68






10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

of arrangement. It was split up into cottages with
house parents and he tells us about things that went on
at the cottages.

He szays there was a big house and four cottages,
with about 30 boys in each cottage, and that the boys
came from all over Scotland. He thinks that most were
there because of involvement in criminality.

He goes on to tell us a bit about -- in his cettage,
he == 'Charlie' shared a room with about six other boys.
He describes the routine as being quite relaxed,
although as an absconder he says he wasn't often allowed
out, although there were trips to warious places.

At 62, he mentions Brother Ben and he describes him
as a bit of a nut case:

"He was brutal with us and he used to punch us with
his closed fist. He used to get very angry and someone
would end up getting hit. He was a very big man and we
were all frightened of him."

He's on the same theme at 71, and says he was wvery
unpredictable. He wasn't scmeone you would argue with,
because he would punch you once and that would be it.

He alsoc mentions others, including a metal work
teacher, at paragraph 64, whom he names, who had the
nicknams _Ir because he used to throw hammers

at the boys.
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He mentions being asked to hold twe metal rods with
an electric current. That is something we have heard
about =-=- by Brother Ben. Mavbe he is the one who has
mentioned it -- of someone else's -- he's recalling did
something similar.

He al=o has another member of staff that he talks
about at paragraph 73, Mr_. who he says would
sexually abuse boys by touching their privates and
putting his hands down the front of the boys' trousers.
He says that this individual told the boys he was
teaching self-hygiene and how to wash their private
areas. He says this didn't happen to him as he was wise
te it, but he did see it happen on a few occasions.

He says that he thinks one of the main reasons that
he left 53t Joseph's was because he attacked Brother Ben
with the leg of a desk, at paragraphs 77, and was
charged with serious assault. He thinks he would be
around nearly 15, which, if correct, would be about 1976
or thereabouts,

He says that after St Joseph's he was in Larchgrove
on more than one occasion, but only for a few days at
a time; that is paragraph 79.

He was then sent to 5t Mary's, Kenmure. He doesn't
really say very much about Larchgrove. He makes that

point: he doesn't have a lot to say about it.
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So nothing of note happened to him at least when he
was there. He says it was run more like a prison.

He goes on to deal with his time in 1966, at
Kenmure, St Mary's. It's the one in Bishopbriggs. He
deals with that scheol. It will be a List D school by
then., It's paragraphs 82 to 87, he deals with his time
there.

He thinks he was there for maybe around six months
when he was aged about 15; that's paragraph 82.

He says at paragraph 82, the staff did seem to know
all about him and indeed he says he knew one of the
staff, who in fact he's now related to.

He szays there:

*I heard stories from the other boys at the home
about things that went on, although I didn't see any of
the events."

He's not saying he has any direct knowledge on that.
He says at B3, there were two members of staff called
Bill Franks, who was chef, and a man called “
_, they were sexually abusing boys and he does
believe that they were both in court and convicted. I'm
not sure he's right about one them, but he's certainly
right about Bill Franks, whe was convicted.

He says when he was at 5t Marvy's he was in the open

unit, hecause they did have a secure unit there. He
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He says at 91:

"I had an issue with one of the prison officers
called _, he was constantly hitting me and
bullying me. I eventually had enough of him and
retaliated in such a manner I was charged with
assaulting him. This was another charge that was added
aon when I appeared at court.

"1 appeared in court te answer all the charges
against me and I was sentenced to three two-year
sentences to run concurrently. I was sent by the court
to do my sentence at Polmont Young COffenders
Institution. I was still under section 413 [that's the
Criminal Procedure (Scotland) Act 1975] which wazs on the
card on the front of my cell door at Pelment.™

He has a section about dealing with Polmont between
1278 and 1%79, beginning on page 17:

"I was transferred there from the court by prison
officers, and I remember my first day, I was put into
the educational unit called the Ally Cally. It was like
an Army training unit. I was now nearly lé and about to
serve a two-year prison sentence. I was no longer
a child. I had become a man, but I was still the
youngest resident at Polment. I understood the rules at
Polmont and it was easy to cope with the routine. I

knew where I stood and I was not being bullied or
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the slowest reader."

At paragraph 261, page 53 this is in the section
about lessons to be learned:

"If a kid's angry with an official adult, the adult
should take the time to listen to what that wean is
shouting about, don't just shut the kid up, fob them off
or make excuses for somebody. Social workers should ask
kids they're dealing with why they hate social workers
so much. If social workers get the kids young, then
they can nip it in the bud and weans like me wouldn't be
50 angry."

Paragraph Z264.

"I have no objection to my witness statement being
published as part of the evidence to the Inguiry.

I believe the facts stated in this witness statement are
true.”

'"Bruce' has signed his statement and it's

dated 25 August 2021.

LADY SMITH: Thank you wvery much.

Before T rise for the lunch break, in the last of

Mr Peoples' read-ins there were some names to be aware

MI_ somebody whose
nickname was _ and somebody whose nickname
Was _ all of whom have the protection of my

General Restriction Order.

of. Father B
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his stepfather, and he got off the bus and was grabbed
by two police officers who searched him and found the
knife.

He was arrested for possession of an offensive
weapon. He was taken to Dumbarton Sheriff Court, and
despite his boss appearing as a witness and explaining
why he would hawve had the knife on him, he was convicted
and given threes months' detention. He was sent to
Glenochil. He talks about Glenochil from paragraph 74
of his statement. I'l11l just read from paragraph T74:

"I was 16 when I first went to Glenochil. It was
a dreadful place that was very regimented and run like
a boot camp. When I arrived I was processed by them
taking all my details and was then put in a small cell
called a dog box. So called because they were only big
enough te hold a dog.

"The routine was strict, as I believe all the staff
were ex-Army. I recall a l.'-!r_and a Mr
though the only reason I remember their names is because
they were the ones who assaulted me. I don't recall the
names of the other staff.

"We would get up at 7.00 am and make our bed block
up. We would then get washed and dressed and go for
breakfast. After breakfast we were on parade on a big

square in the grounds. At parade the governor would

158






10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

you weren't even allowed visiters, though that may have
been because we were only in for a few months.

"I don't think I was in Glenochil at Christmas and
I have no recollection of a birthday being celebrated."

He talks about abuse at Glenochil from paragraph 83:

"I was in the dining hall one day and having only
been in for a week was not aware of the fact we weren't
allowed to talk. I tried to talk to one of the boys who
was sitting opposite me and thought he was just being
ignerant by not talking te me. After dinner I went back
to my cell.

"Shortly thereafter two prison cfficers, Hr“
whe was about 70, and Mr_ who had red hair, came
into my cell and gave me the kicking of my life. I was
only a wee boy, but they attacked me as if I was
an adult. They battered my ribs especially, and my nose
was bleeding after it. They used both their fists and
their boots on me.

"Afterwards, I was in agony, but there was no
suggestion that I would receive medical treatment. I
certainly didn't talk in the dining roocm again. The
other boys warned me not to make a complaint as it would
just happen to me again.

"I left Glenochil simply because I completed my

sentence."
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worker, though I haven't yet put that gualification te
use."

Paragraph %6, he says:

"I have no objection to my witness statement being
published as part of the evidence to the Inguiry.

I balieve the facts stated in this witness statement are
true.”

He signed that and it's dated 13 June 2019.

LADY SMITH: Thank yvou.

Before we move on. Two names to note there; whose
identities are protected, vr [N~ vl

M5 FORBES: My Lady, I have another statement that we could
gat in.

This next statement is from an applicant who is
anonymous and has the pseudonym 'Colin', and the
reference for his statement is WIT-1-000000912.

'"Colin' (read)

M5 FORBES: 'Colin' was born in 1259. He had two brothers
and three sisters. He says that his father was a miner,
but passed away when he was six. His mother basically
brought them up by herself. She worked as a bus
conductor on a local Fife bus and it was hard
financially.

If I can read from where he starts talking about

life before going into care, at paragraph 4:
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recall that you were not allowed to smoke when you were
in Glenochil. There were often fights between boys, but
this was dealt with by the boys outwith the sight or
hearing of the staff. It was usually a few punches and
was over wvery guickly.

"In Glenochil you were locked in most of the time
and there was also a large fence that enclosed the whole
campus, 2o it was almost impossible to run away or
escape."”

He talks about abuse at Glenochil from paragraph 42:

"You had to toe the line and, if you didn't, you
would get a punch to the face or a slap to the back of
the head. Yen could hear other boys being slapped about
the head when they were in their cells.

"The worst offender for hitting was a member of
staff called Mr“ On one occasion I recall that
I was standing in a line when one of the boys farted. I
swore at him and the next thing I knew I was lying on
the floor having been hit round the head by Mr SR

"There were two other men called Mr mand
Mrm, who were also into inflicting physical
punishment. I recall that Mr mcame from Cowdenbeath
and his mother ran a shop in Cowdenbeath. I recall
thinking to myself: when I got out of Glenochil I would

go and take revenge on Hr“because I knew where his
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family liwved.
"Thank goodness that I never did anything more than

think about it.

QTR HRA was stocky built with gingery hair. The

man calledmwas ex-Army and had brown hair and the
quy calledmalsﬁ had gingery coloured hair, “
was more into the mental abuse. He would tell you to go
back to yvour room and then come in and push you againsat
the wall and threaten and hit you. I think that“
was between 40 and 50 years old. mwould be about
the same, while [[{Ell was in his late 30s.

"When you were in a line-up waiting to go to dinner
or coming back from somewhere you would be asked to
stand at =sase. “wauld walk up and down the line
like he was inapecting it. You would hear one of the
boys being slapped for no real reason. You could not
react because you had to keep your eyes looking forward.

"The first three or four weeks were the worst and
then it eased off. It was as if they had broken wyou
into their way of thinking. You would always see the
new boys being subjected to what you had received. It
was mainly punches and slaps that we received. We were
usually hit on the side of the head.

"I did get a lump on the side of my head on one

occasion, but I never needed hospital or medical
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treatment, although some of the boys would be knocked to
the ground. My lump was visible because of the very
short haircut you were given when you first arrived.

"The most common punishment was if you were caught
talking and you would be slapped or punched on the aide
of your head., I recall some boys having their slop out
pot poured over them. They would also pasa you when you
were on your knees cleaning and they would kick over
your bucket. You just had to do what you were told.

"I recall cne guy who went berserk, but I can't
recall his name. I think he had mental health problems.
He was taken back to his cell and wyvou could hear him
screaming as he was being slapped and punched by the
staff.,

"On one occaﬂion“put me up against a wall and
punched me in the stomach in front of the other staff.
The rest of the staff just turned a blind eye to what he
did. Most of the staff did not use physical wviolence
towards you, but they didn't try to stop it happening.

"You could not tell anyone about what was happening.
¥You just had to accept it. I never told my mother or
other family members about what was happening to me in
care.

"I spent two months and five days at Glenochil.

I was originally due to spend three months there, but
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In relation to impact, at paragraph 100 he says:
"Being in care has fucked up my life. That's the
only way I can put it. There is nothing else I can say.
I can't say for definite, but I might have done better
if my education was better. I just shouldn't have been

in secure care,"

In we go to paragraph 106, he states:

"I have no objection to my witness statement being
published as part of the evidence to the Inguiry.
I believe the facts stated in this witness statement are
true."

‘Alex' signed the statement on 3 February 2023.

LADY SMITH: Thank you wvery much. The final reference I

need to make: a mention earlier of Hr“ Hrm

and Mruand they all have the benefit of my General
Restriction Order, so they can't be identified outside
this rocom.
That's now 4 o'cleck. It's Friday afternoon and
I think that's time for us to stop. Thank you to both
of you for everything you have managed to fit in today.
I rise now for longer than until Tuesday. We sit
again on 5 December to carry on further evidence in
Phase 8, still in relation to the Scottish Prison
Service principally.

Thank you very much. I wish you all a good weekend
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