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A.

That's correct, yes.

Okay. So, generally speaking, boys who went to the
swimming pool would be brought from a workshop, not from
a landing?

Yes.

Okay.

Now, can I go back to your statement, if I may, at
page 7? I just want to pick up a couple of things that
you tell us about there.

First of all, if I can go back to control and
restraint, we have established, we think, that this new
system came in, perhaps, in the -- at least in the 80s,
1980s, and you believed that the PT staff received
training from a PT officer who was based at Glenochil?
Yes.

You didn't have anyone from Canada, by any chance, did
you?

No.

No. Do you know why I am asking that?

Yes.

Because the system, I think, to some extent was borrowed
from Canada, was it not?

I didn't know that. I didn't know that, sir. But

I think at that came up in a conversation with the --

I think it came up in a conversation with , and he
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was the one that mentioned it came from Canada.
I didn't know that.

Q. Who is sorry?

A. Maybe I have spoken out of turn here, sir. I am talking
about on one of the meetings that I had.

Q. No, no, I am just curious, it wasn't was it?

A. I never -- I didn't know the second name, sir.

LADY SMITH: Are you talking about somebody from the
Inquiry?

A. Yes.

LADY SMITH: So it would be at the session when you gave
your statement?

A. I am sorry, ma'am. I thought I was talking out of turn.

LADY SMITH: ©Not at all. We just didn't know who you were
talking about.

A. I didn't know their second name.

LADY SMITH: No, you wouldn't. That's fine.

MR PEOPLES: I mentioned a name there because I thought it
was someone who worked at Polmont called who may
have told you where this system came from.

A. No, you put me back on my heels there, sir. I thought
I had spoken out of turn.

LADY SMITH: There is no criticism of you at all, 'Tom'. We
were just curious.

MR PEOPLES: So you have described the system, and I think
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have been after you. I don't know if you came across

him: does that name ring a bell?

I don't recall that name, sir.

No, I think he started in Polmont for the first time in

18987, so would you have gone by then?

I was away then, yes.

What he has said to the Inquiry is that -- and this is

him reflecting on his time in Polmont at that time. He

said to the Inquiry what he calls "troublesome

individuals" were just classed as bams; do you know what

that means?

That's a common explanation, which I have never used.

But you know what I am talking about?

I know what you are talking about, yes.

He says nowadays they would be identified as having

mental health issues. Back then officers didn't know

their background or what life they had been through.
And I think you just confirmed, as far as you were

concerned, you didn't know what their background

experiences were?

That's correct.

Because some might say it would be helpful to have

a little bit more knowledge about a person that you have

to look after in custody. It might give you an insight

or an understanding of why they might, perhaps, appear
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aware that that's your right.
I am very much aware of that.
Thank you.

I think in this section you were asked about some
other people, and whether you remember them. 2And I am
not wanting to -- we can read this for ourselves, but
you were asked, to some extent, whether you had a
knowledge of certain names that have come up through the
Inquiry process. I will just ask you one thing. You do
have a recollection of a principal officer named
avrEEI is that right?

That's correct.

Right. And you believe -- I think you tell us that you
think he was the principal officer who was in charge of
the assessment centre?

That's correct, yes. And I believe he came from
Friarton down to the assessment centre.

Is that called the Alley Cally? Have you ever heard
that expression?

Yes, that's the slang impression(sic) that was used. It
was used nearly on a day basis. It seemed to be short
term for assessment centre.

Yes. And you say at 106 in your statement, on page 20,
you never saw him abuse any of the inmates. But I think

we have to remember that, as you have told us before,
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"When he got out of the pool one of the officers
spoke to him and when- replied he did not use the
word 'sir' in his response. The officer was holding
a heavy book and he then slapped- across the face
with the book."

That was never in my time.

Well, you weren't there if that happened?

I wasn't there, no.

Because he goes on to say -- and I will just ask you if
can help me with this, because it appears it happened in
the swimming pool area at some point. But you say you
don't have a memory of that, something like that
happening. But he does say:

"I am not certain which officer it was, but there
were two that gave us grief. One was named . L

Does that name mean anything to you?

An Officer

I am just asking. If you don't know, or can't, just say
S0O.

No.

No?

That name means nothing to me.

And the other one, he gives his nickname. Before I give
you that name; can I just ask you this: do you know

whether you had a nickname among the boys?
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1 was SRR

Yes.

Okay. Did you ever hear of anyone called Did
you ever hear that nickname being used by the boys?

None whatsoever.

Because what 'Trevor' says 1s that the person that he
thinks slapped him, when he was holding this book, when
he failed to use the word "sir" was either Mr
or the person that was called . It would be one
of the two. So you weren't known asmas far as
you are aware?

Certainly not.

And you can't tell us who might have been?

I can't. Certainly not. Certainly not, sir.

Okay. Did officers like to be called "sir", or at least
some officers?

In my early days in the service, I think that was
prevalent, all through, starting from the early days,
that there was this business, "You will call me 'sir'".
Okay.

I would agree with that.

Now, you will be aware -- and I think in your statement
you address this -- you know that either you have been

referred to by name by certain people who have come to
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the Inquiry, or perhaps you might be a person that they
are referring to if they are talking about a swimming
instructor or something happening in the pool. So

I want to just ask you about those and get your position
on what they have said.

Yes.

Can I do that?

Yes.

I will remind you of the warning as well.

I am very much aware of the warning, sir.

The first person there -- and I will use the pseudonym
that the Inquiry has given to this person, but his name
is above paragraph 109, and his pseudonym is 'John'. So
if you just bear that in mind. It is 'John' that has
provided a statement. In his statement, what he says,
and I will just guote. He says this:

"You were allowed down to the big room to watch the
telly. We were also allowed to go swimming in the pool
within Polmont. The swimming teacher, Mr, was
a nasty piece of work. We weren't allowed to play
football or anything."

And then he also says this:

"Mr the swimming teacher, would line the boys
up to inspect their toe nails. He would be carrying

a big scoop that he used to get water out of the pool,
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A.

a statement and, again, he is a person who mentions you
by name. I will just read out what is said:

"The abuse at Polmont was just getting weighed in
a few times by some of the characters. The main one was
He was a guard, but he was also the gym teacher
and was in charge of the swimming pool. He proper
weighed in me a few times. He was the worst and was
an absolute swine of a man."”

And then he goes on to say:

"Gl and the PTI were both bad and then there
was ..."

I will use -- he has a nickname, ; does

that mean anything to you? Someone with that nickname?
There was an officer called .

Who was that?

He was a discipline officer.

Do you know his second name?

He was never in the gym, or he was never part of the PT
staff or anything like that. He, in actual fact, was

a discipline officer and I think he was in one of the
workshops.

Do you know his surname?

Give me a second. He was Jjust .

A.

There was a -- there was a -- there was an officer, and

96



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

I believe his name was .
okay.

And he also had a son came into the service.

Right. Do you think he was Don't worry, if

you can't --

S N i oo vith
GaJ and I think his name was .

And can you help me with this: why did he get that
nickname?

He would be working on discipline all the time, and the
only contact -- I would probably come in contact with
him because he was junior to me guite a bit in service.
And the only contact I would come with him would maybe
if they were -- lads were coming from his workshop.
Okay.

Other than that, why the lads would call him- I am
sorry, I don't know.

There is certainly some possible explanations that you
know as well as I do why you might get a name like that.
Well, if you are suggesting that he was abusing inmates,
I can't say he did that. Because --

You don't know because you didn't see him do anything?
That's correct.

But you weren't there because, as you say, you were in

the pool area?
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Yes.

So you don't know whether they did anything or not?
That's correct, sir, yes.

But what's happening here is that 'Thomas' is certainly
saying that three people, includingand, as he
puts it:

"Would all proper beat up boys, punching, kicking,
all sorts. A lot of it was in the gym area or, for me,
when I was down in the Digger."

Now, just so we can break this down: as far as you
are concerned; you didn't work in the gym area?

I was always in the swimming pool.

And you said these were two different places?

Yes.

Physically separate?

Yes.

By guite a distance?

Yes.

And he also says that a lot of the beating for him, at
least, was when he was down in the Digger. Now, are you
saying that you never worked in the Digger?

I never worked in the Digger.

So if he was getting punched, kicked or beaten in the
Digger; it wasn't by you?

That's correct.
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But you can't say whether he was getting punched, kicked
in the Digger by someone else because you weren't there?
That is also correct.

And just going on, 'Thomas' does say, also:

"Whenever we went swimming, S used to give it out
to me. I think a lot of it with me is because he hadn't
liked my brother. My brother had been in Polmont and
there was bad blood between them, so he took it out on
me."

And he goes on, and I will just read out, at
paragraph 117:

"He hit me and other people. He would just bang you
with his fist. Everyone saw it. I saw him do it to
others. We could be in the changing rooms and he would
come up to you and lay in to you. It could be one punch
or half a dozen punches, and it would often be for no
reason at all. That's just what he did all the time."

Now, first of all, I think you say you don't
remember the person we are calling 'Thomas'. You know
his name?

Correct:

And you seem to have been able to say that you don't
think you would have been in the swimming pool area at
the time that his older brother was in Polmont?

The time factor, yes, that's correct.
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no.

You can see they might have an uphill struggle if they
did make a complaint?

Yes, exactly, I understand that.

We have talked about prison norms, like one inmate won't
grass on another because they fear the consequences.
That's a well known -- I think you agreed that's quite
well known?

Yes.

I suppose one thing I might ask you is: well, was there
sort of a similar kind of code of silence among prison
officers? If something happened that shouldn't have
happened involving an officer, his colleagues would not
shop him, if you like, or speak up against him; was that
what it was like in the old days?

A straight answer: yes.

It would be naive for me to say otherwise, yes.
Okay. There is another person, also, who has said
something. I will just take you to him as well. His
name is above paragraph 124, on page 23. For the
Inguiry purposes, he was called 'Bon', and in his
statement he says this, and we can see it at 124 of your
signed statement. 'Bon' is saying:

"We got swimming once a week in the pool near to the

North Wing. was the officer in charge of the pool.
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He was a small stocky guy with no neck. You have to
have short nails and be clean before you enter the pool.
He would inspect your hands and nails before you got in.
He would also watch us in the shower beforehand and make
comments about our private parts, about the size of our
privates."

He also says later in his statement that there was
an occasion when they shouted for work parties and that
'Bon' sat on his chair in his room. He was sent to the
Digger for three or four days because of it:

"It was a wee brute who was in charge of the Digger,
the same guy from the swimming pool. They would
take turns about supervising the Digger. He would get
a dig in every now and again. I mean a slap or a punch
while I was down there."

And then he also says, later in his statement:

"One day at the swimming pool my nails were checked

and S

said they were too long. It was a 25-metre
pool with four lanes and on this day I was sent to the
furthest away lane. I am not a swimmer at all, but what
he made me do is swim the length of the pool, get out of
the other end. He was at the other end and he made me
run down the side of the pool, jump in again, and repeat

it. I had to do it for the full 30 minute session. He

was watching and I think he would have jumped in it
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something had happened, but it was frightening for me.
I was just doing the doggie paddle. I swallowed that
much water during it I ended up being sick."

Later he also says there was an incident with
another prisoner on a different day, a person he names,
in the swimming pool. He says:

‘ slapped him and the prisoner grabbed him and
the pushed him into the swimming pool. He was dragged
down to the Digger and I believe he got a real doing
from the prison officers.”

And then he says:

"1f (el caught you diving into the swimming pool
you would get a slap off him because you had to jump in
and not dive. was an animal and no one liked him."

I think you tell us you don't have a memory of this
person that is saying these things?

That's correct.

I think, to put it bluntly, your position is none of
that happened?

None of that happened, yes.

You say you didn't work in the Digger. So if anything
happened to him there, you weren't responsible?

I never worked in the Digger.

As far as the shower room is concerned and the making

comments, you say you would be in the shower room
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A.

that was banned.

Okay, 'Tom'. Can I turn to another person, I am going
to deal with this fairly shortly, it is above 138, it is
a person we are calling 'Simon,' who has told the
Inquiry that towards the end of his sentence he had been
working on building Cornton Vale Prison and one day
decided he would try to run away. He was caught, he
says, and taken back to Polmont and he says:

"Oone of the staff, a PT instructor called [Elall,
jumped on my back. I didn't think about running away
again. They added two or three months on to my
sentence."

Did that happen? What is your position?

That did not happen.

It didn't happen?

It didn't happen.

Okay. I think you say if it did happen you probably
would class it as abuse?

Yes.

Because this Inquiry is not unfamiliar with evidence in
a number of settings that if someone ran away from

an institution, when they came back there was often

a sort of summary justice where they might get punished
in an abusive way?

I would agree with that.

113





















10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

when they were working inside a prison I am glad I never
worked in a prison. I am certainly glad that I was
never, ever, involved working in a prison.

I don't think -- if that had, if I had seen that
attitude in the first two, three years I would never

have stayed in the Prison Service. It did not exist.

LADY SMITH: 'Tom', I --

A,

And my attitude, ma'am, until it switched from a borstal
service into a young offenders service -- and the big

noticeable thing about it as well, ma'am, was the

uniform. My own -- I remember taking my passmen up on
the Friday, "Oh, you will be in a uniform, S on
Monday. Aye, that's going to be good, [elg yes?" On

the Monday morning, when all the lads, who did exactly
the same weeks before, were coming down the corridor,
you could have heard a pin drop. The pin was -- you
could have heard a pin drop and, anyway, you know, it
was like a bomb going off. Complete silence.

And when I got to my swimming pool door, along with
my lad, when I went in the lad didn't do the first thing
he normally did in the mornings, he walked down and went
into his own little cubbyhole, down the end of the pool.
And I thought to myself, I thought: oh, wait a minute,
- you have forgotten the kettle.

Because that was his first job. His first job when
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I brought the lad in, "Right, -, get the kettle on
before you start your work, lad", my passman did that
all the time. And it was because, I believe that
whereas the normal staff that were going out up the
corridor on the Friday with their civilian clothes on,
and then the same staff came back in with uniforms on,
ma'am, it was like night and day. 2And I felt it was
shocking. And if that was the attitude of prison staff
towards borstal staff, then they were demeaning the
borstal staff in my eyes, ma'am. Because the borstal
staff was a far friendlier staff in my time than what
the prison staff was.

And I can only talk when it was a young offenders,
ma'am, I can only talk the short sentences that they
were getting at that time would maybe be for six weeks,
would maybe be for this, they would maybe be in for
that. Gradually, over a period of time, my pass man, he
did a world of good for me, because if -- certain
inmates coming in and they saw me for the first time as
this strict disciplinarian-type guy; all right? Because
the lads themselves had come from a borstal set up, then
went into the young offenders set up, they were coming
back in, "What are you doing back in here, -?“

"Oh, you will never believe it." So there was

a thawing out that had gradually took place between the
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A. If they saw me in a different way, I had to change.

I had to change, ma'am. And I felt -- and I was one of
the first people that I know of -- and I got a row, why
did you call him -? Well, that's his name. That's
me, ma'am. Thank you, ma'am.

LADY SMITH: I said at the outset, 'Tom', how grateful I was
to have your written statement, and I want to add to
that, how valuable it has been to hear you give your
oral evidence today. It has been a long morning, I
know, and you have been very patient, bearing up with us
with our questioning. I am really grateful to you for
that.

A. Thank you very much, ma'am.

LADY SMITH: I am now able to let you go and I hope you have
a guieter, more relaxing afternoon than you have had
a morning.

A. Thank you, ma'am.

LADY SMITH: Now, before I rise, I think there was one name
that's covered by my general restriction order,
is that right, Mr Peoples?

MR PEOPLES: Yes, I think it is.

LADY SMITH: I think he is. It's the same jiSM that we
referred to earlier this week.

MR PEOPLES: Yes, it is.

LADY SMITH: The same message as then: he can't be
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solitary officers with called the Mufti Mob, they were
the riot squad, they would come in and kick the utter
shit out of you.

"I met one of them at a later date, Mr He
told me that he wasn't proud of himself, he was honest
and guite likeable, but he hated Catholics and was
really biased. He wouldn't even speak to Catholics. My
best friend in there was Catholic and when Mr RCEM found
out he opened my cell door and said he thought I was all
right until he found this out. He actually got to like
my friend."

And then he goes on, top the page 41 of your
statement:

“Mr used to be solitary staff. He opened up to
me, and told me that he used to ask specifically for
night shift work. He told me that he used to come into
work drunk, walk about solitary look for Catholics. He
never actually assaulted me."

And then he says:

"I could be lying on my bed in solitary and my cell
door would open and I would get booted up and down the
cell. Sometimes I used to think I would die. It was
systematic. They would strip me naked, take everything
out my cell and leave me lying on a concrete floor for

30 minutes before they came back. I would rather they
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I appreciate how frank you have been in expressing your
views. Thank you for that.
I am now able to let you go, and I hope you have
a safe journey home, I am sorry it is a dark winter's
afterncon for you, but do feel free to scuttle away now.
Thank you.
A. Thank you.
(the witness withdrew)

LADY SMITH: Well, in the last 15 to 20 minutes the name
Mrwas used, that is the name of a real person, but
it is protected by my general restriction order and the
person can't be identified outside of the room.

That's enough for today, Mr Peoples.

MR PEOPLES: That's it for today, we have some read-ins but
they can perhaps wait until tomorrow. We have a live
witness at 10 o'clock and we will see what progress we
can make.

LADY SMITH: Try and catch up on the read-ins.

MR PEOPLES: Yes.

LADY SMITH: Thank you very much. I will rise now until 10
o'clock in the morning.

(4.15 pm)

(the hearing adjourned until 10 am the following day)
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