Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

HOK

Support person present: Yes.

My name is GG 'y date of birth is Il 1962. My contact details

are known to the Inquiry.

Life before going into care

I was born in | ] BB i» Garthlamloch. My mother's name was || | | | | IR
and my father was || BBl My mother had six kids with my dad. She left him

and had another two kids with another man before getting re-married to a scouser in

Liverpool.

My oldest sister was [l then there was |||} I Il me and I who

is two years younger than me. Both my sisters have now passed and one of my older
brother's died last year, leaving three of us. |l and Il are my half siblings

but | don’t know them.

| was two when my mother and father parted company. | didn’t actually see my mother
again until | was eighteen years of age. | never saw my dad in another relationship. |

don’t think he ever got over her leaving. He always loved her.

My father did his upmost to bring the six of us up. He was a steel erector, a working
man. He would skelp us and there was a lot of discipline but we thought that was

normal back then.






























60.

61.

62.

63.

64.

65.

66.

Schooling/work

| don’t remember any education but there was joinery and steelwork. | enjoyed that.
One of the brothers called Brother [l Would make go-carts and we would give

him a hand. They would have a frame with an engine and a guard at the front.

We always occupied our time and did gardening with Mr Green. That was a nice place
with nice scenery and fir trees. That was one of the nice things about the place but
there was a dark side as well.

Visitors

| didn’t have any visits from social work when in there. Once you were put in these
places you were in the hands of the care system.

Family Contact

My dad would come in and visit me on occasion. If you weren't in trouble you would
normally get home for the weekend as well, Friday to Sunday. That was their carrot
and stick. They had that to take off you if you didn’t behave. I'd get dropped off and
picked up in the city centre. I'd sometimes jump on a bus out to my dad’s in |||l
-or | would meet him in some other part of the city.

The abuse wasn'’t something | was going to go home and speak to my family about.
My father and | weren’t so close that we could sit and speak to each other about that.
| think at the time | thought | would get into trouble if | said anything about it.
It was just good to get home but it didn’t stop me getting into trouble though.

Running away

| was always running away and did it a few times a year. | ran away from every place

| was ever in. | just didn’t want to be in these places. It was a wee adventure as well
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| remember one boy in particular called ||| | | lll ! to\d the police this. He was
a bully but | still know him. | grew up with him. I've never called him out on it, it’s just
something you don't talk about. He was an instigator. He was older, about fifteen or
sixteen. He was a lot more developed. They were older, peers abusing us younger
and weaker kids.

When you were in the dormitories there was nowhere to go. You couldn't speak to
people about it. You just couldn’t stop these bullies when you were a child and didn’t

know any better.

You just didn’t confide in people about stuff like that. \We were young. It wasn’t so
much about snitching or grassing, it wasn't that, we were just frightened. We didn’t
know who to speak to and didn’t want people to think we were weak.

We used to go into this workshop at the bottom of the main building. It had a basement
with big metal doors. [t had what looked like cells, wee work rooms. We would take
the backs off these analogue TVs and remove the copper wire from the cogs. It was
just something to occupy your time at night.

One of the Fathers was down there with us. | don’t remember his name. He must
have been art and part because he would allow you to be taken into this room where
they kept all this alcohol. Bottles of spirits and cases of lager all piled up. | got taken
in there. | can’t remember who was abusing me but | was getting abused in there. It
was like a shadow in the night. The Father must have been well aware of it because
| was getting sent into this other room. The light was always out. Next thing you were
getting things done to you and told to do things. | don't remember his name but the

Father was a member of staff.

| remember we broke in to this room one time and all got drunk on the lager.

Father ended up becoming _ | used to take mail to the post box
everyday so | was allowed outside the walls and able to go down to the village in

Aberdour. | would go to the pharmacy and pick up prescriptions. Father Sl
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would meet me on occasions and get me to do stuff to him. He worked for[Jjj Social
Work and had access to a lot of places.

He used to take photographs of everybody, in clothing and without clothing. He did
that at Kirkcaldy Swimming Baths too. He did that to me and to a lot of kids because
he was [l There would be other staff members there but he was-
He always had a camera with him. He'd do that in the grounds of St John Bosco and
take you places in there as well. He would take your clothes off and take photographs
of you. Some of the photographs were of kids in clothing on the driveway but other
times he told you to take your clothes off. | was only between six and eight years old
at the time. | think the abuse from Fatherstarted a few months after | arrived
at St John Bosco.

Not at the same time but my older brother went to St John Bosco as well. He was
thirteen at the time and remembers Father Sl taking photographs of him.

These people were supposed to be looking after us and they weren’t. As a Catholic
growing up we were taught to believe in these people.
Leaving The St John Bosco School, Aberdour

| don’t remember leaving St John Bosco.

St Joseph’s, Tranent

There were quite a few dormitories in St Joseph'’s called Savoy, Bonaldis, Sinclair and
Augustus House. There were staff houses, a game’s area and a TV viewing room.
Apart from the bad stuff it was an okay place. | was at St Josephs for around two and
a half years from the age of eight until ten or eleven.
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There was an adventure playground in St Josephs as well. There was lots of concrete
and some structures underground for the water. You were hidden from view in quite
a few places. He would come in and do things to you. I'm not saying it was petty but
it wasn’t as bad as the things he would do to you if he had you in a confined space.
He was just a bad person. These things happened to me quite regularly but | think he
was doing it to a few boys. He didn’'t seem to be playing with a full deck although he
was clever with all these gadgets and things he made.

| remember going to the Bon Accord swimming pool one time. Brother Benedict took
me and another boy away. He was with another male and we did some things with

them. | don’t know who the other male was but he wasn'’t a staff member.

It was summer and | remember we were staying in this school. The school was closed
due to it being the summer holidays. We used to have what they called siesta in the
afternoon when we would go for a nap. Brother Benedict came in and took me and

this other boy away on the pretence we were going to the cash and carry.

It ended up we went to this other male’s house and me and this other boy were made
to do things to them. | wasn't aware this other boy was getting things done to him with
this other guy. We were separated.

| don’t know how Brother Benedict got away with it. We were selected out of a group
of kids. It's like paedophile rings, they seem to know who to target. | don’'t know if it

was my history in St John’s Bosco that followed me there.

There was a guy calledas well. He was an older guy and he used to
throw hammers and other tools about the place. He'd hit people at times although no
one ever needed to go to hospital. He was a blacksmith and was full of alcohol all the
time. He was a really cheeky man and had ideas above his station speaking to kids
the way he did.
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Reporting of abuse at St Joseph’s, Tranent

| did report the abuse at St Josephs and got caned for it. | said that it wasn'’t right. It
wasn’t normal but it was just hopeless speaking to anyone about it. | spoke to Brother
about Brother Benedict. |[iElwas S -t the time. | had to take
my trousers down and he caned me for what | said about Brother Benedict and told
not to mention it again. Nothing was done about it. Brother Benedict had already
served a two years sentence for historical things he had done and yet he was back in
the same position.

Leaving St Joseph'’s, Tranent

I think | got released from St Josephs and went back home for a period of time. It felt
good getting home with my dad. My criminality continued and | was still sleeping
rough.

| was probably supposed to be going to St Mark’s Primary School but | didn't go. |
have no memories of going to school after seven years of age other than getting taken

into the headmaster’s office, getting the belt and then running out the back door.

| must have been back home for quite a while before | got back into trouble and sent

back to Larchgrove.

| went to a Rangers and Celtic match with this bayonet down my trouser leg. My friend
was a Ranger’s supporter and | took this with me. | never had any intention of using
it. The game was at Hampden but | had left and gone back to the Eastend of Glasgow.
| got off the bus at Duke Street with my friend and the bayonet fell out my trouser leg.
It was just stupid. | don’t know why | was carrying that. | got caught and convicted.
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There maybe needs to be less males in the care environment, especially the clergy.
These people were supposed to be guiding people and fearing the wrath of God. Why
did they do it? Maybe there needs to be cameras everywhere. | don’t know the

solution, there’s too many predators out there and they are in all walks of life.

| want to say to children in care or about to go into care not to dwindle their life away
on criminality. Unless you're really clever you're not going to get away with it. It will
catch up with you one way or another and somewhere along the line you will get roped
in to drugs. It's not a pleasant life style and | wouldn’t advocate it to anybody.

I'm sixty years of age now. | just want to enjoy my life and look after my kids. I've

never been abroad and I'd love to go on holiday.

Other information

I have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence

to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.
HOK

Signed
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