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Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry
Witness Statement of
Support person present: Yes

1. My full name is and my nickname is [} My contact

details are known to the Inquiry. My date of birth is ||| 1971. 1 am 44
years of age.

2. | have 2 brothers,JJljond [l ' 2m the youngest. They are 3 years and
6 years older than me.

3. I am single and live alone. | have two children.

Background

4. From birth, | lived on my own with my parents. My mother was going blind from
when | was about 6 years old. | have 2 brothers, ] and I | am the
youngest. They are 3 years and 6 years older than me. Both of my brothers stayed
at my grandparents’ house.

5. My family were not Catholic. We didn’'t have any religion at home.
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Routine

Mornings and bedtime

12. My bedroom was upstairs at Ogilvie Cottage; there were no bedrooms
downstairs, except for Mrs [} Mrs IEElll was the cooking lady, she was
downstairs, she never came upstairs. She had a house at the side. There was also a
TV room, computer room, dining room, boot room and a toilet and upstairs were the

bedrooms and shower and toilets.

13. At the start | thought the routine was alright in Ogilvie. You got woke up for your
breakfast, you went away and got showered, brushed your teeth then went
downstairs and sat about for 20 minutes then you had breakfast then went to

registration for school.

14. There were 4 beds in my bedroom, but when | first went in it was just me and

I His real name was | b t in the bedroom | actually called him

15. Brother Ben was in charge of Ogilvie Cottage. | didn't know where the brothers
lived but they always woke us up. Brother came to Ogilvie Cottage too as | was
getting a wee bit older.

16. Everybody in my cottage looked up to me to help them, because | was the
biggest out of us all. | tried to see if Brother was like Brother Ben. You weren’t
allowed to make chip butties up, so | would make up a chip piece to see if Brother
BEJ would do anything. He would say ‘stop making chip pieces’ and would send me
to the boot room to eat my dinner. | tried hundreds of times to argue with him. | don’t
know if that's when Brother Ben started hitting me a couple more times for doing that
to Brother Bill. Brother never did anything to me. Brother [l jacked it in after |
left.

17. Brother Ben was there the whole time | was in Ogilvie Cottage. | would see him

about but he didn’t come into Sinclair Cottage at all when | went there.
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because | know what it was like getting bullied. | thought | was doing the right thing,
making sure everybody else was safe. Everything else started getting worse.

46. & was the Outdoor Pursuits teacher at St. Josephs, and he was at
the school every day. We did canoeing and sailing and things like that. He used to
bet children to jump a gorge, up to 20 feet deep. He would bet you to see who could
go and do the furthest jump or see who could swing out the furthest on the rope. He
would put on bets to see boys doing things that were quite dangerous. At first | got
on with him but then | didn’t want to do half the things he wanted us to do. | loved
canoeing and sailing but a lot of the times he was betting you a fag or ten fags, to do
things weren’'t so good. Sometimes | did the things to get fags, sometimes | didn’t. It
depended if there were other folk there, older than me. | didn't see anyone get
injured.

47. | remember we were to run across the harbour wall, and the waves were coming.
Another pupil called ||l oot caugnt by a wave and landed on the ground
which could have put him into the other side of the harbour. He had a box of
matches in his pocket and when he landed the matches went off and he had a big

burn mark on his leg.
Reporting of abuse

48. | never discussed what happened at St. Joes with anyone whilst | was there. |
just kept it all to myself. Who could | go to?

Social Worker

49. The social worker lady came to see me and check if everything was alright. She
seemed more interested in getting a cup of tea or coffee and a biscuit from whoever
was in. She would ask how | was but | couldn’t get to say anything most of the time.

50. | went to tell her one day but she said “ | am in a hurry, you can tell me the next
time | come back” | never told her the next time she came back, as she came back
the same, and sat there and was more interested in a cup of tea and a biscuit and a
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