Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

A

Support person present: No

My name is |GG As 2 child | used the surname [[Jl] and it was only

when | got married that | realised my birth surname was [QJl] My date of birth is|JJij
[l 1966. My contact details are known to the Inquiry.

Life before going into care

My mum is | 2n¢ my stepdad is | | never knew

my biological father. | have four sisters. [JJJlilis a year older than me, |l is
two years younger than me, [Jjjjjjj three years younger and I about six years
younger. | was born in Glasgow and my mother initially brought us up on her own but
at some point il came on the scene. My mum was always drunk and life was
quite hard at home. | was born with a visible bithmark on my face which was had a
massive impact on my life.

| went to St Robert's primary school in Priesthill but don’t really remember much
about my time there. There was one incident which | will always remember. We were
in the class and the teacher was telling us about Halloween or something else like
that. She told the class that if | had been born in a different period of history,
because of the mark on my face, | would have been classed as a witch and burned
at the stake. After that the other kids were calling me a witch and were horrible to
me. There was another time when | was very young and the teacher gave us books

to read. The girl next to me was reading hers and | thought she had been given
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building to the left there was a corridor leading to the main hall. There was also a
dining room. There was a small flat downstairs which was allocated to some girls
who were nearly fifteen. There were two bungalows behind the building. One of the
bungalows was where girls who were close to leaving were put so they got used to
living on the outside. They learned to budget money and things like that. | was never

in one of the bungalows or in the flat. The other bungalow was used by the staff.

r ¢ Wi W ¢ is wife
Mr ES who we knew as k& was B H fe and

daughters used to come into the school and they were all lovely. Mr M o0y
came in during the day, spent most of it in his office and was rarely there in the
evening. The other teachers | remember were Mr who was the keep-fit
teacher and possibly taught something else. He too only came in through the day.
Another teacher | can name was Miss Murdoch. She was lovely but was very soft
and had a heart of gold. All the girls took the ‘Mickey’ out of her.

There were around thirty five or forty girls in Langlands aged from thirteen up to
sixteen. Girls normally left when they reached school leaving age. There were six of
us in each room although the bedroom was bigger than it was at Beechwood. |
stayed in this room the whole time | was there. Some of the girls left at different
times either because they were old enough or some after appearing at a children’s
panel then different girls moved in. Most of the girls were in there for not going to
school but a lot were because they were out-with parental control. We chatted about
it amongst ourselves and got to know why we were all there. | knew | was there

because | wouldn’t go to school.

Routine at Langlands

Mornings and bedtime/mealtimes/food

We got up around seven in the morning. We made our beds, showered, got dressed

then went down to the main hall where everybody would wait. The staff would then
unlock the door and take us into the dining hall for breakfast. After breakfast we
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Around three o'clock in the afternoon every day | went out and delivered meals on
wheels to the elderly in the community. There was a van that would come with all the
food in it and we would follow it in the minibus and jump out and deliver the food. It
took us about an hour. | enjoyed doing this.

Every day, after our evening meal, we would be taken in the minibus in our jogging
suits to Greenock pier. Mr SISl would make us run the full length of the pier
regardless of the weather. After we got back from our run we probably showered
then it was time for supper then bed. If we had any spare time we tended just to sit

and chat with each other or watch the television.
Smoking

The staff offered me a cigarette on my first day at Langlands. | hadn't smoked
before. | could have refused if | had wanted but all the other girls were smoking so |
did. | nearly choked on that first cigarette but this was the start of me smoking.

Schooling

| can’t remember there being any academic classes in Langlands but if there were |
didn’t go to them because | couldn’t read or write. There was no point me being in
these classes. | went to more practical classes where the staff did the teaching.
There was sewing, cooking, music, art and other subjects. | can’t remember if there
were any actual classrooms. The only room | remember was the sewing room. There
was a timetable made up which was on a notice board to tell me what classes | was
doing. We did the cooking in one of the bungalows and it was like ‘come dine with
me’ where we invited staff in and they would give us a score for what we had
cooked.

In the sewing classes we made things like teddy bears and when they were finished
we would give them to charity.
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Assessment

A woman teacher, who was from the education board, was brought in and | think she
was there to assess me. She kept giving me books to read but they were still no
good to me because | couldn’t read them. | usually just fired them across the room. It
wasn’t because | was angry or violent in any way. | think | was frustrated because |
couldn't read. | was usually sent to see Mr Sl to get a row if | did.

Healthcare

Mr ESSIl became aware of my issues with my birthmark. There was a new cook
who must have heard the girls saying things to me and she must have told Mr
ESS 't had been going on for years that girls were saying horrible things to me.
The next day the cook brought in makeup for me to cover up my birthmark. That was
when | started covering up my birthmark. He subsequently set the wheels in motion
for me to get laser surgery to have it removed. This was laser treatment being piloted
in America. Mr Sl took me to see my GP to find out more about it. | was then
put on the waiting list to get treatment. At some point the Red Cross camouflage

department came in and gave me some advice on how to cover up my birthmark.

If ever you were ill they would call the local doctor from Port Glasgow and he would
come out. Sometimes he would just tell you to get bedrest and the staff occasionally
looked in you to make sure you were okay. It never happened to me and | don't
remember ever needing any medical attention at Langlands.

Religious instruction

| was a Catholic but never saw a priest when | was at Langlands. | never saw a
minister either. There were no prayers so | did my own praying in silence on my own
every night. There was no consideration or recognition of religion. Girls who were
kept there over the weekend were taken to church in Port Glasgow on Sunday
mornings. They didn’'t have a choice. They had to go to church.
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Trips and holidays

Now and again there were trips away. Those that wanted to go had to put their name
down for it and if you were lucky you were picked. Miss Murdoch and another
teacher took us on a trip down to England somewhere in the minibus. We stayed in a
hostel for a few nights. One night we went to bed at nine o'clock and climbed out the
window. Myself and another four girls ran off and had a wander round the town for a
couple of hours then went back. Miss Murdoch was in tears. | would have been
fifteen by then. The police came and gave us a row. We were just curious to see
what else there was in the area. During the day they kept us busy doing educational
sort of things.

We also went to Belaire in France for four nights camping. Mr ESSl came on
that trip. We went by coach and boat. Myself and another girl got badly sunburned
one day. We were swimming and they gave us suncream but we hadn'’t put it on.
The doctor came and we ended up covered in calamine lotion. During the day one of
the other girls was supposed to be looking after us and making sure we drank plenty
water but she disappeared. There was a bottle of water there but we were too burnt

and sore to reach it.

There was another four day trip somewhere else that involved going on a boat from
Greenock then abseiling. | wasn’t picked for that trip. The staff were always good on

these trips and were there if we needed them.
Weekend Leave

| got weekend leave and | went home to my mum’s. All my other sisters would be
there, apart from my oldest sister ||l who was still in Quarriers. Sometimes my
step-dad [ was there and he would be drunk so | didn't like staying there. Quite
often | would stay at my friend’s house. Langlands didn't get to know that | wasn't
staying at home otherwise they would have stopped my leave. | got leave every

weekend. Some girls didn't get weekend leave depending on what they were in for.
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My mum didn't visit me because | saw her most weekends when | was out on leave.
My older sister | ilif visited me from Quarriers probably three or four times. Staff
from Quarriers brought her. She told me years later that she hated visiting me
because of the smell of smoke. Everyone was smoking so the air was foul. When
she came we sat in the main hall which is where all the visits took place. Depending
on when she came we might be the only ones in there. The staff weren't there all the
time and we were able to chat without anyone hearing.

External Inspections

People from outside the school came in and took some of the girls aside and were
speaking to them about the school. They were asking if the girls liked the school and
things like that. | think these girls were sometimes university students. | was never

picked to speak to these people.
Discipline

If you did something you weren'’t supposed to, or if you didn’t do something you were
supposed to do you would get sent to Mr ESSIE V- ESSl was the discipline.
Nobody would dare challenge or stand up to him. Mr ESSI shouted at you and
quite often his face would go purple with temper. He was a big hairy Welsh man. |
liked him because he was strict but firm and fair. He didn’t take any nonsense. | had
a few bawlings from him. The other staff wouldn’t shout but would use getting sent to

Mr ESENIE 2s a threat to any girls who were behaving badly. | saw Mr (RSN
shouting at girls but more often | heard him shouting. He never used the belt.

Sometimes they would withhold cigarettes when all the other girls were getting
theirs. This happened to me a few times. They would do this if | had been caught
fighting with another girl which was usually after they had made a comment about
my birthmark and | retaliated. Another threat the staff may use was stopping

weekend leave but that never happened to me.
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Running away

| never ran away from Langlands. If | had run away | would have missed my
cigarettes. Me and a few other girls ran away when we were on a trip to England but

we went back after a couple of hours.

Abuse at Langlands

On my first day | had just arrived and went into the dining hall and sat down and
waited for my lunch. One of the girls at the table looked at my face and said that she
felt sick because of the birthmark on my face and couldn’t eat her dinner. She said it
to a member of staff, who | can’t remember, and the member of staff asked me to
move to a different seat.

Most of the abuse | suffered at Langlands was from this girl and one other girl. | don’t
remember their names but they were a year or two older than me. They said
something horrible to me every day, every time they saw me, it was constant. They
left after about a year so it got better after they left because the other girls were used
to seeing my birthmark and a lot of the girls who came in were from the south side of
Glasgow which was where | was from. They were like back up and stuck up for me.

At some point one girl, whose name | can’t remember, said that she had been
slapped on the face by Mr Sl ' didn't see her getting slapped but her face
was red. | had no issues with any of the staff in any way. If you were sent to see Mr
you knew you were in trouble. | was sent to him a few times for throwing
books about and he screamed and shouted at me each time.

Reporting of abuse at Langlands

| never told any of the staff what the girls were saying to me about my birthmark. It
would have made my life worse if | had dared. It was an unwritten rule not to tell and
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that was just the way it was. Nobody liked a ‘grass’. The staff probably would have
heard some of the remarks made by the girls about me and my birthmark but they
must just have turned a blind eye to it. | think their opinion was that the girls should
fight their own battles. It is possible some of the staff wouldn’t have been aware of
the abuse | was getting. When the girl told me to move because my birthmark was
making her feel sick the member of staff was obviously aware but did nothing about

it apart from asking me to move.

There was a new cook who came and she knew about the girls saying horrible things
to me. She must have said something to Mr because he apparently went
ballistic at the girls. This didn’t stop them and in fact made it worse for me because

after that | was considered a ‘grass’.

Leaving Langlands

| can’t remember what date | left Langlands but | know it would have been around
the same day as my official school leaving date. That was when most of the girls left.
| knew | was coming up to sixteen and that | would be leaving but | can’t remember if
anyone actually said anything to me. | did see my social worker Maureen a short
while before | left. The first time | knew exactly when | was leaving was when Mr
told me that | would be getting released the next day. He told me that |
shouldn’t look back and warned me that if | flew with the crows | would get shot with
the crows. | think | got released on a Friday so would have gone on the minibus with
the other girls who were going on weekend leave.

I am not sure if it was just before or just after | left but my mum went to a meeting
with Mr and Maureen the social worker. | think it was a release or a
closure meeting. | wasn't invited to that meeting. | was never involved in any of the

meetings. | never saw Maureen again after | left.

Just before it was time to leave Langlands they brought in CSV which are community

service volunteers. It was a company run by Lorna Carrick. | was allocated a
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When | have looked through the family photographs there are pictures of my other
sisters but there are none of myself or [l who was in Quarriers. Despite not
growing up with them | now have a good relationship with my sisters. We were a bit
distant to start off with but gradually we have got to know each other and have come
together. My sisters still go to school reunions and if | had stayed at home and gone
to school | would have had the same opportunity to keep in touch with my school
friends. | don’t have anything like that.

After leaving Langlands it was almost as if | had to acclimatise and get used to
normal life. Everything was so structured in there. We ate at set times, we had a
cigarette at set times and everything was programmed to happen at a certain time.

Because | was introduced and encouraged to smoke at Langlands | still smoke to
this day. Sometimes | am really angry that they gave us cigarettes in the first place. |
have tried everything possible to try and stop smoking but haven’'t managed. Nothing
seems to work for me. | sometimes get dizziness which only stops when | have a
smoke. | have tried anxiety tablets from my doctor but they don’t work, but a
cigarette does. | now have a constant cough which | have put down to my smoking
for so long. | don’t drink alcohol to excess, probably because | saw what it did to my

mother, and | have never taken illegal drugs.

Treatment/support

Mr ESEI at Langlands took me to the GP and set the wheels in motion for me to
get laser surgery to have the Birthmark removed. | was put on a waiting list but when
it was supposed to start the Falklands war broke out in 1982 so it was postponed.
The Piper Alpha disaster then happened in 1988 so it was postponed again. | went
on to have the laser treatment and have now had around sixty treatments. Initially it
was done under general anaesthetic with a full surgical team but gradually | went to

having the treatment without any anaesthetic. ||| GGG
|
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cover birthmarks. If | was to go into a chemist for something to cover a birthmark
they will just say they have camouflage cream for blemishes or scars. They will
never use the word birthmark. There is difficulty in promising to cover up birthmarks
because they change colour so much. Normal makeup oxidises so changes colour.

The real camouflage makeup available on prescription doesn't.

People involved in bringing up children, especially teachers, must be there because
they want to be not just because they are getting paid. A child also needs stability
when growing up. There should be an independent person who is able to relate to
the child and be trusted. Every child must be treated as an individual and the most
important thing is that every child must have a voice which is listened to. | think my
priest would have been the best person for me because he didn’t have an impact or
involvement with my education. If not a priest then someone who | trusted as a
friend. An independent mentor would have been good too. Someone not connected
to the social work department or to the organisations that ran the establishments.

Other information

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence
to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.
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