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and I was left with my grandmother and her husband and
things went pearshaped from there.

When you say it went pearshaped, can you just give me
some idea --

Oh, abuse, you know. Beatings and told I was no good
and I'd never be no good, you know. As I say, it went
pearshaped.

Who was telling you this?

My grandmother and her husband and they had a younger
son, her younger son was nine years older than me but he
was a coward and a bully, you know.

Were you also led to believe that your own father had
been involved in the Great Train Robbery?

Well, this is ... my grandmother used to bounce me on
her knee and tell me my father was one of the great
train robbers, so I wasn't going to be a plumber or

a lawyer, you know.

When you went to school did that cause --

That affected me in school as well. I used to get
called " and " and I ended up
fighting with everybody and that was where the violence
came in with me.

You were being teased about that?

Yes, yes, constantly, and it was just all lies.

You say you were very close though to your aunt and
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Yeah.

I think my impression is you went to St Ninian's in
about 1975, does that fit in your recollection?

Yeah.

How old were you then?

Ten.

What was your first impression of St Ninian's?

Just fear. It was a very imposing building.

Who did you meet when you got there, can you remember?
Yeah, the Catholic Brothers.

Any particular Brothers that you can remember?

One in particular is Brother KZASEM he was a teacher.
We'll look at him in a moment.

Do you know who the headmaster was, who was in
charge?
I can't remember, you know.
Can I then look at some aspects of the routine and the
set-up. I think you tell us that you were in
dormitories?
Yeah.
Were the dormitories in the main building?
Yes.
What about the Brothers, because we know it was run by
Brothers, were they in the main building as well?

Yes.
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teachers?

The one that sticks in my mind the most is Brother
Were there civilian staff who were teaching?

Yes, there were civilian staff.

Looking at the routine, did you have work to do, chores
to do?

No, not really.

Insofar as bed wetting, were there boys at St Ninian's
who wet the bed?

Yeah.

Were you a bed wetter?

No.

Can you remember how it was dealt with at St Ninian's?
No.

Looking at visitors, you say in your statement that your
social worker, who you have told us was Ms Ross, she
visited you once in the two years you spent there?
Yeah.

But there was no family visits because you were getting
regular weekend leave; is that right?

Yeah.

Were you ever aware of there being any external
inspectors coming to inspect the premises?

No.

Looking at the classrooms, what happened in the
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said to you. Just made you feel bad. I felt as if
I was walking on eggshells all the time, you know. You
were scared to put a foot wrong.

Q. You have already mentioned Brother Can we just
focus on Brother [SZAUMM then. How did you get on with
him?

A. Black and white, you know, good and bad.

Q. What did he do to you?

A. Just basically the way they treated, the way they
grabbed you by the ear and slapped you, you know, and
throw you against walls and even if you were playing
football, you know, they would play football and kick
you up in the air, you know. All I've done is think
about this for the last 11 months since I gave my
statement and things just keep coming back and I'm like
woah, you know. I wouldn't want my children to be
brought up that way, put it that way.

LADY SMITH: 'John', you said so far as Brother GzQ R
concerned he was black and white, good and bad.

A. Yeah.

LADY SMITH: What was good?

A. The education.

LADY SMITH: But then you're saying what was bad was his
attitude, his physical treatment?

A. Yeah.
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LADY SMITH: Was it just you or was it other boys as well?

A. No, everybody got the same.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

A. I say 'everybody', but I mean I suppose in life itself
there's going to be people who are goody two shoes, and
I wasn't a goody two shoes. I was traumatised. And
I'm only beginning to realise that now at this age that
what happened to me was wrong, you know, and is it --
when I start to look at it I think: how did it go on?
How was it allowed to go on?

LADY SMITH: These are excellent questions.

A. You said yourself about inspectors coming in. When they
come to that school they'll see everything is
hunky-dory, it looks great, you know to the outside --
I had a terrible time there, the truth is, you know.

I came here to help other people. It's the truth.

MR MACAULAY: You do say that very clearly, 'John', towards
the latter part of your statement and I will come to
that.

Feel free to say what you want to say at any point
in time.

Coming back to Brother , one thing you do say in

your statement at paragraph 43 is that he regularly beat
you?

A. Yeah. It wasn't just me. He was just handy, you know,

15
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handy. Liked giving it out.
You do describe one incident and you even give a date.
Yeah, -’77, when I was leaving.
That was when you were about to leave?
Yeah.
What happened?
Dragged me out the class and threw me against the wall
and I'1ll do this, I'll do -- I can't remember off the
top of my head, but it wasn't very nice.
You were aged 12 at that time?
Yeah.
He threw you against the wall, was he beating you, was
he hitting you?
Yeah, slapping me and throwing me against the wall.
Was there a reason for this, any reason for this?
Because I was a little -- I wasn't, you know, I wasn't
the nicest kid on the planet, because I was confused,
you know. My family were on the other side of the
world, you know, and I didn't want to be there and the
only reason I never run away from there was because
I didn't know how to get home.
That's Brother [

You also mention Brother .
Brother yeah, with the riding crop. He was

with the donkeys, you know, and you used to go out with
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him and he would slap you with that riding crop as fast
as look as you, you know, if you had done something
wrong.

Where would he slap you?

Anywhere, anywhere.

In those days you would be wearing short trousers?
Yeah.

Would he slap you on the legs with the crop?

Anywhere, anywhere. I mean, I've been doing a lot of
thinking about that as well, you know,

Brother -- and Brother had favourites.
I remember that. He had favourites. And it's
frightening stuff. Scary stuff, you know.

When you remember he had favourites, can you just help
me with that, how did he treat the favourites?

Like favourites, you know, like having them under their
arm and all that and walking with them and me I was

a little, you know. I was a tough kid from Paisley who
weren't putting up with anything.

Was Brother a teacher or not?

I don't think he was a teacher, no.

Do you know what his role was at St Ninian's?
". That's what we -- you know.

Was he in charge --

He was with the donkeys.

17
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Q. You also mention a teacher at paragraph 44 who, as you
say, whacked you?

A. Yeah.

Q. Can --

Q. What happened?

A. I remember him. We were in the dining hall and I turned

round his name was and we used to tease him,

_ ...'" And next minute I got a whack,

you know. He wasn't very kind to people -- the boys in
there either.
Q. When you say you got whacked --

A. Slapped, an open slap.

LADY SMITH: Were you referring to the song about

A. That's the one.

MR MACAULAY: You also describe something that would happen
when you were having showers?

A. Yeah, cold water, cold buckets of water over us.

Q. Who did that?

A. The Brothers, they thought it was hilarious.
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around 90 boys altogether that were split into four

houses. He goes on to say:

'I can't remember who was when
some point. RIS Brother . 1

LADY SMITH: I wonder if that is [ ?

MR MACAULAY: It will be, yes.

He goes on to describe the classrooms and
dormitories.

At 15:

'"The general atmosphere at St Ninian's was horrible.
There was a constant fear of being hit for no reason.
Violence was the norm.'

He goes on to talk about the routine at
paragraph 19:

'We had showers every couple of nights. I don't
think we had a shower every day. The showers were
communal and there were always two Brothers watching us.
I'm not sure why they were there. I don't think there
was a need. They seemed to rotate it between them as to
who was there. The Brothers in the showers watching us
were Brother Brother Brother Benedict and
Brother . They always wore their monks robes and
quite often you could see them obviously masturbating

below their robes.'
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slapping and hitting or would belt you

over the bare backside. When I gave evidence at the
High Court I was cross-examined at the end. It was put
to me that there were 90 boys at St Ninian's, so
wouldn't I agree that they needed to have a bit of
discipline? I replied and agreed, there should be
discipline but the staff were heavy handed and I was
battered, which is more than discipline. He gquickly sat
down and didn't ask any more questions. They were far
too heavy handed for wee boys like me.'

Then at 35 he talks about running away:

'The first time I ran away was when they found out
I'd been staying with my dad when I was at weekend
leave. I would still have been 11. I don't know how
they found out. I was called into the headmaster's
office and he said I wasn't getting out on weekend leave
because my father wasn't fit to look after me and I was
sent back to my woodwork class. This broke my heart.
On the way back I went to the toilet, crying my eyes out
and decided to climb out the window and run away. I was
still wearing the uniform green shorts and shirt.

I got to the main road and a lorry stopped. I put
on a limp and told the driver I was doing a sponsored
walk, so he told me to jump in. He gave me a lift back

to Glasgow. I was away from St Ninian's for about
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a month. I can't really remember how I was caught, but
it must have been the police and I got taken back to
St Ninian's.

I ran away from St Ninian's a couple of times. Both
times I made it back to Glasgow. One time it was more
that I didn't go back rather than I ran away. When
I was returned I was taken to and I was
belted on my bare backside. I think I got six of the
best. I can't remember if it was Mror rE At
was . One of the times,

Brother belted me.

After I had run away, I was made to wear massive red
shorts, held up with a bit of string tied at the waist,
for about six weeks. This was just to humiliate and
embarrass me. For a long time after I had run away
I didn't get weekend leave until they thought I could be
trusted.

Brother Benedict was the worst abuser for me and he
made my life hell. He was a dirty animal. He didn't
just slap like the other staff, he punched and when he
did, it hurt. He punched me on the side of my head or
around my kidneys or all over really. He was a bully
and he hit me and the other boys regularly.

One Friday, just before I was going home on weekend

leave, we were in the dining room and Brother Benedict
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was laughing all the time he was doing this. You
couldn't let go because of the electricity and your
hands and body were shaking. It was sore through your
body. He did this to me a couple of times. He told you
to hold onto the handle and if he said so there wasn't
an option to refuse. After he had given me the electric
shock I felt terrible. I heard he once attached the
wires to a boy's testicles.

When we got back from the weekend leave on Sunday
evening we would be in the boot room in the basement,
where we would get changed and leave our dirty washing
in a big basket. Some of the boys had little accidents
in their pants. All our clothes had our numbers on
them, including our pants, so he knew who had made
a mess of their pants. He would tell me or someone else
to go up to one of the house rooms with all the soiled
pants hanging along the handle of a sweeping brush.

I was told to shout out the boys' numbers and this was
just to embarrass the boys who had done it.

Brother often hit me and the other boys on the
top of the head with the knuckles on his hand or with
a metal whistle he would be holding between his fingers.
Sometimes he would just slap or punch the boys.

Brother slept in his room which was next to my

dorm. Sometimes I heard voices through the night, which
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may have come from his room so he may have had boys
there, but I can't be sure.
about. He would slap you for silly things, for example,
if you weren't standing up straight. Sometimes there
was no reason. He would just slap you as he walked
passed. Brother took a group of us to Kirkoswald
in Ayrshire, we stayed in a building that could have
been a Scout hall. One day we were down on the beach
and he put his hands down the back of my swimming
trunks. I was about 12 at the time. I pushed him away
and ran away from him.

Brother was another one who liked to slap the
boys about around the back of the head and the ears.

There were two young boys at St Ninlan's who
I believe were training to become Brothers. One was
Brother who was okay. The other was
Brother who was _ he was quite
small and like hitting the boys on the top of the heads
with his knuckles. Some of the boys were taller than
him, so he had to jump up to do it.

Almost all of the Brothers slapped me across the
head and I saw them doing it to the other boys too.

GJN was the night watchman. If he heard

anyone talking through the night he would come into the
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dorm and drag all the boys out of their beds and make
them stand on the landing, facing the wall with bare
feet. 1In the freezing cold for two or three hours. He
was often reeking of drink at the weekends. One time
when we were standing there he came behind me and
touched my bum. I just pushed him away.

Came into the dorm through the night and
woke up the known bed wetters to get them to go to the
toilet. He was so loud he usually woke up the whole
dorm. If found that any of the younger boys
had wet their beds he would wake up the whole dorm and
drag everyone out to stand on the landing. He would
shout and bawl at the bed wetters and rub the wet sheets
in their faces. Some of these boys were as young as
seven. He would then make them wash their sheets in the
middle of the night.

Mr McKenna, the woodwork teacher, often threw bits
of wood at the boys. He touched me up once. I was in
his class standing at a workbench and he came behind me
and touched my backside. I Jjust moved away from him and
that was the end of it. He didn't do it again.

Mr was the English teacher and he sometimes
walked up behind me and slapped me on the back of the
head in the classroom. He did it to all the boys in the

class. He used to stand about in the classroom with his
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He talks about the effect of being in care in
relation to his relationship with his mother.

At 75:

'T think I got a decent education when I was in
care, although I suppose it could have been better which
would have meant I got better jobs. On saying that,

I worked for a number of years in the building trade and
had a lot of good laughs and I enjoyed it.'

At 78 he talks about being in contact with the
police.

At 79 what he says is:

'The police did a good job overall and I was
impressed at how they dealt with it all. Leading up to
the trial of Brother Benedict the Procurator Fiscal's
office kept in regular contact with me to let me know
what was happening. Giving evidence at the High Court
was harrowing. I was incredibly nervous and it was
harrowing. Once I was in the courtroom and saw the
judge I was initially anxious, but when I started
speaking I was fine. I had told them that I didn't want
to see Brother Benedict in the courtroom, so they put up
a screen so we didn't see each other. There was
supposed to be a video screen but the videolink wasn't
working. Having a screen was fine. I wouldn't choose

to give evidence again, but if have to for Brother
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A.

A.

I remember being taken there by -- I don't know if they
were Brothers or lay teachers, but when I was taken
there and you got out the car and you go into the
building you are taken aback the size of the place.

I mean it was a beautiful building. I know throughout
my life I've always been into old buildings. That's the
way —-- we used to play in them when we were younger,
that was our playgrounds, but when you went inside it,
it was a frightening place because it was so dark.
Everything was all dark wood. It was cold.

When you first went in you were taken in front of
, who at that time was Brother
We'll come to look at that in just a few moments.

Had anybody explained to you, 'Archie', why you were
going to St Ninian's?

I thought it was just for misbehaving or either that or
to be taken away from my father.

Did you have any indication at that time how long you
were going to be in there?

No.

LADY SMITH: Do you think it would have helped if you had

A.

been given some idea of how long it would be?
I was never told by anybody how long I was going to be

in there.

LADY SMITH: I get that.
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not Brothers?
Lay staff, yeah.
Your impression was the Brothers were in overall charge?
Yeah, because the way you look at it, all the Brothers
stayed in the main house that did live there, whereas
the teachers stayed above the workshops, wee dingy
rooms, so I think if it was the other way round it would
be the teachers that were staying in the big house and
not the Brothers.

Brotherwas SNR school.
Did you meet him shortly after arriving?
Yeah.
We'll just look now at some of the Brothers you recall
and some of the lay staff and what their roles may have

been.

You have mentioned Brotherand that he was

SNR

, was he EWIN ?

been Brother i

Brother LU then, when you were in St Ninian's,

what sort of engagement did you have with him?

The first thing you get took to meet them, you stand --
wherestayed it was a dead, dark dingy
part of the building, he would come out -- you would be

standing there and he'd come out and I think it was --
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Miss Berry was the housekeeper of the house. She took
me in front of him and he would tell me what the rules
and what you done in there, the things not to do. And
things like that. Because they were very strict on the
regime in there.

Can you remember on that first day what sort of things
he told you about the rules?

To behave yourself, to keep yourself clean, to do what
you're told and to -- anything you're told it's got to
be done, keep your room tidy. Or your dormitory tidy.
Keep your kit clean and tidy. Everybody had a different
colour of uniform.

It was all the same uniform, apart from small tags.
You'd have yellow for De La Salle, red for 5t George's,
green for St Pat's and blue for St Andrew's. That was
the way --

The school was divided into four different houses?
Uh-huh.

What about Brother m, you mentioned him there,
what was his role?

Brother he kind of was the -- he done a lot of
the sports with the pupils. There was a PTI instructor
in there at the time, but there was different football
teams they ran so different teachers or the Brothers

took charge of the football teams.

67



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Brotherwould tell Brotherwhat's to be

done and he would get it carried out within the school.
We'll come on to look at Brother [ a little later,
but I think you say he was a good man?

Well, I thought he was a good man. My first impression
of him he was a good man.

Brother Benedict is another Brother that you talk about
in your statement. What was his role, 'Archie'?

He had the run of the school. He done whatever he
wanted. The only way I could describe that man is

a Jekyll and Hyde, one minute he'd be perfectly normal
with you, the next second he could have you down on the
ground, kneeling on top of you, punching you, taking
what you'd had just bought out of the canteen off you.
The man was a loose cannon as far as I was concerned.
What was his job at the school?

The only Brother I really got along with in there was
Brother Anthony. He was an older Brother, I would say
he was in his late 80s. It was Brother Anthony that
kind of got me in, when I was young, into gardening,
like learning how to plant flowers, how to bring them
on. All the old man ever done was walk about humming to
himself. That was all he done. He was a harmless old

marn.
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the older lads were working on outside jobs.

Q. The boys who were in the school with you, not people who
had left, but people who were in the school, you have
mentioned they were as young at seven. How old were the
older boys in there?

A. 20, 21. I think about 21 would be the cldest that I can
remember.

LADY SMITH: What about the oldest that was still going to
classes at the school?

A. Well, it was just like a normal day at school outside.
It was the same in there. You got your breakfast, done
your chores, had your education --

LADY SMITH: Can I stop you a minute, 'Archie'. It's my
fault for not having explained it properly. I was
interested in the ages. At that time, I think the
school leaving age might still have been 14.

A. Yeah.

LADY SMITH: Would 14 be the oldest who were actually going
to the classrooms?

A. Everybody was going to classrooms. You had your infant
school and all your younger ones, then like me, I would
have been in the middle class and then Brother
he took the class above that.

LADY SMITH: That would be up to age 14, I think, wouldn't

i o
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Who was involved in the mornings at St Ninian's getting
the boys up and that sort of thing?

It could be the nightshift, the person on nightshift,
who I know now was McKinstry, because I've been reading
up on it. He would come in, in the morning and ring

a bell. You got up and you got up right away, because
if you didn't get up they would come in and just drag
you out of your bed.

You got out of your bed, you went down, you got
washed, you got your shower, got your breakfast and then
you would be given chores to do, like do the dishes in
there or brush the hall or polish it before you went to
your classes.

Who was in charge of that, was that lay staff or
Brothers?
All different ones. The different classes for the ages

of the children. Mr he would have been in the

younger kids. My teacher -- the Brother that ran my
class, I can never remember his name -- something like
keeps coming into my head but I am not sure,

and then Brotherm'ﬂould run the older classes.
What about putting boys to bed at night and supervising
that process?

The last thing you done was got your shower and then you

would be -- go up the stairs. The showers are all in
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the basement. There are four floors in St Ninian's,
basement, main floor, first floor and then the kind of
up in the battlement part of the building, but we'd
never been up there. All the different dormitories were
all on the one floor, one level, that would be on

landing two ... no, three.

LADY SMITH: Was it the Brothers that supervised bedtime?

A.

Brother and teachers at the same time.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MS MACLECD: You have mentioned the school there. How did

you find the quality of the education you got at

St Ninian's?

Quite good, it was okay. But I was only ever in the one
class, so I couldn't say anything about the Jjunior --
the primary or the ones older than me. The Brother that
educated us, he was quite good -- the education was
quite good.

You have mentioned already in your evidence, 'Archie',
that you got home at certain points in time?

Avye.

If we can focus first of all on the first time you got
home from St Ninian's. Can you tell me about that?

What were the circumstances of that?

I think it was Brother that had came up and told

me that I would be getting taken home for a couple of
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comforted me. I never got anything like that from my
father.
Did you go back to St Ninian's later that day?
Yeah. I don't know if it was later that day or the day
after that I was taken back to St Ninian's. I can't
remember much about going back. I think -- I was in
a bad place. I couldn't remember much about going back.
Did the Brothers at St Ninian's know what was happening
in your home life and that your mother had died?
That's what made me think Brotherkind of took
me under his wing, because he knew my mother was dying
and as I said at the beginning of the statement, I got
on very well with Brother m It was only -- he
got me moved from the dormitory I was in. I was put
into -- the small St Andrew's dorm. There was only four
beds in it, I was the only person in it.

It was only about maybe three or four days after it
I woke up during the night being abused.
We'll look at that in a few minutes.

You were in a larger dormitory in St Ninian's?
Yeah.
After your mother had died you were moved --
Yeah.

-- by Brothertc a smaller --

Smaller dormitory, because of the way I was.

TR
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When you say 'the way I was', could you just explain to
me?
Crying, upset. I mean, what a normal child would do if
he loses his mother, you know what I mean. The worst
thing that ever happened to me in my life was losing my
mother, for no reason apart from the beatings my father
was giving her, caused her death.
In your statement, in relation to Brother , you
say that he was quite supportive?
Yeah.
There was no agenda there, he was genuine?
Yeah.
You have told us a few moments ago you were moved into
a dormitory with two beds?
There was four beds in it, but I was only -- I was the
only child in it.
I see.
I think they put me there to be out the way, because of
the way I was, upset and crying. Just what a normal
child would do.
If we can now look, 'Archie', to some of the evidence
you provide in your statement about the discipline
regime and how that was managed at St Ninian's.

You tell us about a member of staff called

Mr McKenna?
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All the teachers had their own sadistic ways of
hurting pupils. One would be lifting you by the ear or
lifting you by the side of the hair or clunking you in
the head or hitting you with a belt or a stick. You
were used to that, because it was happening daily.

What about Brother SNR ?  You tell
us that he had a particular punishment for boys if they
were caught swearing?

Yeah, you would -- he would have a bar of scap and you
would need to put it in your mouth and stand outside his
door for maybe three or four hours at a time, with this
bar of soap in your mouth.

Did that happen to you?

Three times that happened to me. Even thinking about
it, I can still taste it, you know what I mean, thinking
back. And you were told if you spat it out or whatever
he would see it on the floor, so that would make it go
on longer.

When you were doing things like that to a kid, kids
get -- they build up a way to do it, that they're not
swallowing their saliva. One of the hardest things to
do when there is something in your mouth is not to
swallow and then sometimes when you do swallow that
taste is in your mouth for days at a time.

He came out every hour to check on you.
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Did Brotherhave an implement that he used to
punish children?

He always had a belt around his waist, hanging from his
cord on his tunic.

What sort of thing would prompt Brother to use
the belt?

Anything. You could be just walking along through the
boys and all of a sudden for no reason he would pull it
off and just start hitting boys with it. He didn't need
a reason for it. It is the same, I found like Murphy --
well, Benedict and they were just two sadistic
men. That was it. They went out of their way to hurt
you.

Focusing on Brotherfor the moment, did he hit
you with a belt?

A couple of times, yeah, especially after if you had
been arguing with him -- 1f you didn't you weren't going
to put the socap in your mouth, he just hit you until you
put the socap in your mouth.

Was there a particular part of your body he would target
with the belt?

Always the legs or the backside.

LADY SMITH: Were you wearing shorts, 'Archie'?

A.

Yes, ma'am. That was the uniform of the school,

a cotton shirt, a sleeveless jumper and short khaki
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shorts and then whatever colour of socks. The socks
were all the same colour, but you had your tags on them

for different houses.

MS MACLEOD: Did you have injuries as a result of being hit

by Brother with the belt.

I used to have marks, bruises.

They always tried to hit you in places where it
wouldn't show. But nine times out of ten they always
missed because it was always shorts you had on.

Brother Benedict, if we can look at him now. You have
mentioned this already and you tell us in your
statement, that he had an inveolvement in the tuck shop,
is that right?

Yeah.

What was his role there?

He ran the tuck shop. The tuck shop was situated in the
bottom landing. The bottom landing had all your kit
rooms, sewing rooms, shower rooms, canteen where we got
fed, the restaurant in there. Everything was on the
bottom.

He would be the man -- what the canteen tuck shop
was like was like an ordinary garden shed, only they put
a flap on it and the front came up for the counter and
two half doors at the side. It was just an ordinary

wooden shed.
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Yeah. Nearly every Friday. It didn't have to be

a Friday. Outside the main building, across maybe

50 yards from the corner, we had a yard with a wire
fence, maybe about six feet, that's where we all played
football. At times some of the Brothers would come in
and join in, but when Murphy -- Benedict,

Brother Benedict, came in, he was -- I don't know if you
ever seen the charity game where that Prime Minister
running about, just kicking -- breaking -- this is what
this man was like. He didn't care if he hurt you,
pushed you out the way. It was just his way of treating
kids.

Did other brothers see that?

Yes.

Did they do anything to try and stop him?

No, no. The one that was usually always there was
Brother and as I said earlier in my statement

I found Brother“to be a good man, but later on
when I found out what the man was really like, they were
all the same as far as I'm concerned.

Did Brother see Brother Benedict then behaving
in that way with children?

At certain times the Brothers were all together, like
meal times or chapel on a Sunday or when they were going

to swimming, different Brothers. It was usually always
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Brother Heaed or Brother that took you

swimming. They had their own bus, they had a wee blue
bus, you would either drive into Glasgow, Jjust at
Whiteinch and use their swimming, or Kirkintilloch and
the other place we used to go was the orphanage for
soldiers and sailors out at Dunblane. They had a big
school there and we used to -- because we used to play
a lot of football against them and that's where you had
to go for your swimming as well.

Did other Brothers ever intervene in the way

Brother Benedict was treating children?

No, no, no. As I said, me being in there, I would say
there were six Brothers, that would be starting from
, , Brother , Brother Anthony and
my teacher, I can never ever remember my teacher's name,
but you had other Brothers that came from different
schools, maybe for the day or a couple of days, from the
likes of St Mary's or St John's.

They would come there for daily visits or they would
bring other kids from their schools to there for games,
tournaments and things like that.

You have spoken there about Mr McKenna, Brother
and Brother Benedict. Are you able to help me with --
how was the atmosphere at St Ninian's, how would you

describe it?
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The atmosphere was always grim, especially inside the
building. It was just the way the atmosphere was. You
had to look out -- as kids you carry on, you get up to
mischief, but in there you had to be very careful with
your mischief or what you were doing, because if anybody
seen you and reported you, you knew what was coming.

You would have to go in front of Brother either
for the scap in your mouth if it was swearing or to get
the belt if you had been doing any arguments or doing
something wrong. It was a very strict regime.

I think you tell us, you describe in your statement,
'Archie', that for the first while at St Ninian's things
were generally okay for you.

Yeah. It was like a learning period. For me, because

I didn't know anybody, I didn't know what you could do,

where you could go. In your own time you had the run of
the grounds. You could go anywhere you wanted within
the grounds. It was a massive, massive ground. It's

a shame to see the state of disrepair to the grounds.

I go out guite a lot and I'm under a psychologist
just now for what's happened to me back then and I'm now
finding out the reason why I go back there. There's
a certain place in St Ninian's that was my wee comfort
place, it was a place I went to when I didn't feel right

or when I was being abused. That was my place I went
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taon
I'd like to come on to look at that part of your
statement where you tell us about Mr

I think you say it was about five or six months into
your time at St Ninian's?
No, I would say it was shorter. I'd say maybe about two
or three months, because I've now been able to put dates
together when I went in there and how long I was there.
I would say maybe about two months.

What was Mr (AN s role in the school?

He was the teacher -- the lay teacher for the primary
puplils, under ten. He also ran the horses and the
ponies. That was a thing I got into. I still do now,
I like horses and ponies.

Where did he live?

He stayed within the grounds of the school; I think it
was over in the block above the work classes.

How did you get to know Mr ?

I joined the pony trekking, the horse riding.

When did you start to realise or when did he start doing
something to you that you weren't comfortable with?

At times when you were riding the horse, he would be
touching your leg, rubbing his hand up and down your
leg. As time gradually moved on, it got worse. He

started touching me in my private parts, taking me in
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forest with the horses. I think it was about seven
horses, I can still remember their names and whatnot.

He would take you out, but what would tend to happen
was he would hold you back, so that the other pupils on
the horses were further and further away and then he
would do what he was going to do to me. Either touch
me. It got more severe as the time went on.

You have told me about him touching you. Did you
mention that he then asked you to touch him?

He made me touch him -- use my hands and then it was my
mouth.

Where on his body did you have to touch him?

Down below.

On his penis?

Yeah.

Would his penis be erect when you were doing this?
Yes.

Did he ejaculate?

Sometimes, yeah.

I mean, thinking back then, I didn't know what all
that was. I was a child. You don't know what
ejaculation is or this and that, it's wvery hard for
a child to take that kind of thing in, what's being
done. You don't know.

Did Mr e become involved in runs --
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Yes.

-- that were organised in the school?

Yeah. He used to take you into Aberfoyle, take you on
the bus and then you'd get off the bus and then you
would run through the Queen Elizabeth Forest from
Aberfoyle. There was paths -- it's all different paths,
but they all took you back to St Ninian's.

During the times if you were running -- I mean we
were only kids and you're talking about temperatures as
cold as it is just now. No socks. Pair of shorts and
a vest. That's the way you had to go out in those days
and by the time you got back to the school you just ran
straight into the shower room, just to get your heat up.
You heat your body and get your clothes off.

Was Mr LLeL

involved in the showering after the runs?
Most of the times in the shower it would either be

a Brother there, a couple of Brothers or some lay
teachers or a Brother and a lay teacher.

Their ways of getting you out the showers if they're
trying to get you out would be -- I don't know if anyone
has ever done it to you, a towel, a wet towel, roll it
up and you flick it and if you ever get that, it
takes -- it breaks the skin and they all used to do
that, this was their pranks at getting kids to move out

the shower room.
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Were you being hit by the towel on your naked body?
Yeah, a couple of times I got that. To them it was

a joke, but to me if you got hit with it it was sore.

It was really painful. This is what I said before, they
all had their little sadistic things to do to kids that
hurt them. They all had their different ways.

Was Mr LUeLS

involved in showering after runs?
Yeah. He was always there at the showers. Him and
Murphy -- I keep calling him Murphy, it's Benedict,
Brother Benedict. They were always there. And the
thing is with the showers, there was no doors on the
showers. There was two sets of showers in the middle of
the floor and all the way around the back would be the
sinks, the taps where you could wash.

Nearly every time they were always there. They
were —-- you could feel their eyes on you. You knew what
they were looking at. You had about 20 or 30 kids all
running about the shower all naked, why are all these
people here watching them? You know what I mean.

Were Mr LSS and Brother Benedict there together or was

it one or the other?

Yes, at different times. It just depends who was on the
rota that they had. It would mostly be the same eight
people that were in the school all the time. The

Brothers and the teachers.

B,



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

When Mr was involved in the showering, did he
sometimes ask boys to stay back after the showers?

Yeah, they asked me -- twice that happened to me.

On the occasions that Mrasked you to stay back
after showering, what happened?

The same thing you would be getting, touching me,
touching him. Thinking back, I think they all had their
own victims, because I've checked it all up and there
have been true cases and this is what has happened.
Every one of them had a different person. That's what

makes me angry when I say that I thought a lot of

Brother because he was a good man, he looked
after me, but later on in life -- I bumped into him in

civilian life. I bumped into him in Edinburgh Road
outside St John's, the same person, he hadn't changed,
but after giving my statement to the Inguiry and then to
Police Scotland, that's when I was informed that
Brotherwas one of the worst ones for the abuse,
abusing kids.

If at the moment, and I know it can be difficult, if we
can just try and focus on your own memories of what
happened at St Ninian's at this time. Then we can look
a little later at things that happened to you later in
life and who you met --

As for the abuse, and I told you the grooming, the
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touching, the feeling and getting me to do things, that
changed drastically.

One day another pupil come out and told me Mr
wanted to see me. I didn't know what it was for,
because of what was happening with Mr I was trying
to keep out of his way.

I went in and he made up some excuse that I'd fed
the horses and the ponies the wrong feed.

Was that in Mr 's classroom?

Yes.

Did a boy come to you and say Mr wanted to see you
in the classroom?

He wanted to see me for something to do with the horses
and the ponies. I thought it was something to do with
the feed, that I'd given them the wrong feed or not
mixed it right.

I went over and he told me that it was, I had fed
them wrong, he told me to lean over the desk. I leaned
over the desk and he hit me with his belt a couple of
times, and then all of a sudden, he was inside me. He
raped me in his class, as a kid I tried to scream, but
he had a leather cushion on his chair. He had it on his
desk and he forced my face into it, squeezing my head
into it while he abused me.

That happened on another seven occasions with
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at different parts of the school property. But

the worst time, to me it was all bad, but it was for him
to come in and do that to me three days after I buried
my mother, to wake up in bed to find a man abusing you.

That was the hardest thing for me to take. And the
way I look -- I've tried to work out in my head. If my
mother wouldn't have died when she did, I probably would
have gone on for another long time in there being
abused, so I look at it that my mother dying saved me
from further abuse. And that's hard to take. I wish
I could turn back the time, stay with my father and
I'd have put up with the abuse as long as my mother
would have lived. Same as happened with the abuse,

I would have taken it and accepted it, if my mother had
been alive.

But he used me like a piece of meat, that man, and
I'1l never forgive him for it. Same as with my father,
I'1l never forgive my father for what he done to me and
my mother. I'm glad my dad is dead and I hope is
the same, because of what they done to me.

I've had to put up with this for 60 years in here,
and for me to sit and tell my daughter and my family
what happened to me as a kid, it's unacceptable. And it
should never have happened.

When this happened, 'Archie', for the first time, in the
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classroom, did Mr say anything to you?

He spoke to me about feeding the horses wrong, you know
you're going to get punished if do you things wrong, but
after what that man done to me there was no need for
that. He had been grooming me for a while and that's
what it led up to. I tried to scream. It's one of the
most painful things I've ever had in my life, somebody
forcing themselves inside you and not being able to do
nothing.

Then when he's finished, 'Go away, don't tell
anybody, because they won't believe you'. So I kept all
that inside me for years, 60 years I kept that inside
me .

Did he say anything to you about going home or being --
'if you want to see your mother again you won't say
anything to anybody', this was the first time. But

I think they knew something was going on with my mother.
I didn't, but for him to come in and rape me again three
days after I buried my mother, what kind of man is that?
It's not a man. It's an animal.

I was taken away from an abusive father and placed
into a place where it -- that six or seven months of my
life, it was horrific. Not being able to see my mother
for 10 or 15 minutes before she died, and once my mother

died my life turned.
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Yes. I woke up in the morning. There was blood on

my -- on the sheets. I went down for breakfast. I came
back up to make my bed and my bed had been changed, the
sheets had been changed. So somebody knew, because that
never happened. You had to change your own bed. You
changed your own laundry. So for somebody to come up
and do that while I was away knew what had happened and
what had caused that.

Do you know who changed your bed?

I would put it down as Miss Berry, but then again -- if
Miss Berry knew that that kind of thing was going on --
I think if it had been Miss Berry I would have been took
down to the health centre, because she was the nurse.
She was the nurse. She done all the uniforms and all
that. She was like the housekeeper. She run
everything, but I don't think it was Miss Berry that
done 1it, because something would have been said about
that, what was the blood? 1'd have been checked.

So I think whoever done it has waited for me going
back down for breakfast and then went in and changed the
sheets. I don't know if it was or anybody else,
because it happened -- sometimes I think I was dreaming,
but it was too real. The blood on the sheets proved
that it was real.

Did Mr assault you in this way again inside the
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because nobody will believe you. I'm in a strange
place, I don't really know many pecple. It took my
childhood away from me, it took my innocence away from
me .

You have told us that when Mr raped you in the
classroom that he told you not to tell anybody?

Yeah.

Did he say that sort of thing te you again on other
occasions?

Nearly every time it happened, 'Remember, don't say
anything to anybody, they'll not believe you'. As it
got nearer the end, that's when he started saying,
'You'll not get to see your mother again'. So that
makes me know that they knew something was wrong with my
mother, for him to threaten me with that I'll not see my

mother again.

Did you ever see Mr SN behave in a way that concerned
you with other boys?

I only found out in later life, when I found out

I wasn't the only one he was doing it to. I had never
mentioned it because it's -- how can a man tell somebody
that they were abused as a child? One of the hardest
things for me to do was to tell my son and my daughter

what happened to me. I don't feel much of a man having

to tell my kids that.
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still ruining it now, because me and my siblings, we all
love one another but we don't know how to show it. We
don't see one another. We don't hear from one another.
If it wasn't for my daughter and my grandkids I don't
think I'd be here, this has got that bad with me in my
life.

They say if it wasn't for bad luck I'd have no luck
at all. That's just my life. My life's been ruined,
from one institution to another, because of what
happened to me in that place. And somebody's got to
answer for it.

Did any social worker or probation officer come to see
you when you were at St Ninian's?

No. From when I left my parents that day, I never see
anybody, apart from Brothers or lay teachers that were
in there.

In relation to when you left St Ninian's, how long after
your mother's death did you leave St Ninian's?

I think it was maybe about a month. It wasn't long
after it. That's why I say my mother dying saved me
from long-term abuse in that place, but I would rather
my mother would have lived.

Were you given any information about why you were
leaving St Ninian's at that time?

No. I just got told, you have to see Brotheror
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Brotherand I was driven home. I was taken to
my father's address. They stayed in Possilpark.
I couldn't live with my father, my mother's dying wish
was for my granny to take me when she died and that was
the day after I seen her.

I stayed with my grandmother for a long time.
I loved my grandmother. She died as well. Her son took
money out of her purse, my granny chased him down the
road and took a massive heart attack. Once my
grandmother died, my life was done. I gave up. Nothing
to look forward to.
You tell us that you spent some time in St Mary's
School?
Yeah.
You thought you were maybe 12 or 13 or so?
Maybe about a year, a year-and-a-half after I left
St Ninian's.
Was St Mary's run by civilian staff?
Yes.
I think you say that the staff at St Mary's were good?
Yeah, I can even remember the headmaster --
In your statement you mention a Donald Forbes?
Donald Forbes, because I used to clean out his car. He
had a big old Humber Sceptre and I used to --

I've always been keen on cars throughout my life.
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to me. I don't know if my life would have been any
different after I left St Ninian's if the abuse wouldn't
have happened. But I'm now knowing and have been told
things by my psychologist and people I'm seeing, the
root of my problems stemmed from my abuse from my father
and then from the abuse that happened to me in

St Ninian's.

I've never really worried about it for so long,
because once it's buried in here you forget it. You
like to forget it. You don't want to raise it. One of
the hardest things I've ever done is to come forward to
the Inquiry to give my statement, because I didn't
deserve what happened to me.

Through all the evidence that is going to be said
against the De La Salle Brothers, it's going to prove to
the world what these people were like, sadistic, evil
men. Who got away with it for years. I mean Murphy,
shock treatment to kids. Breaking kids' fingers, him
and making up stories that another boy done it,
promising the boy will get out, 'You can go home if you
say you done this to ...' So Benedict didn't get the
blame for breaking a boy's fingers. This is the kind of
people these men were.

I used to say, not every Brother was like that, but

the more you read, they're all like that. And it's
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Yes. We went to court the next day, the Glasgow Sheriff
Court. And then took from there up to Larchgrove for
further enquiries, for a seven-day period, back down to
court and then back to Larchgrove for 110-day -- as they
called it back then, the lie-in, 'll0-day lie-in', you
know.

When you got to Larchgrove, on this occasion, on your
arrival there, what happened to you?

You went into what they called the reception area, put
jungle juice on your hair, in case you had nits or
anything like that. Give you pyjamas and stuff, you
know, and you got a cup of tea and a couple of pieces
and egg or something like that, then they took us back.
When you were being prepared for the jungle juice, was
your clothing removed?

No, they'd given me a pair of corduroy trousers to wear.
At some point were you naked or not?

I must have been naked to put on the Larchgrove

clothing.

Who was then of Larchgrove on this occasion?

I think BiIS as he was known was a guy

They called him 'Mister'.
You went to Larchgrove and I think the other three,

because of their ages, went to Longriggend, is that
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right?
They all went to Longriggend, yeah.
Can I just look at one or two aspects of the routine at
Larchgrove.

You say there wasn't much in the way of schooling?
No, I never remembered any school there.
Were you being offered cigarettes?
Yes.
Had you been smoking before this?
No.
Did you start smoking?
Aye.
Do I take it from what you say in your statement that
there really wasn't any education as such?
Not that I recall. I think there was an arithmetic
class. That was it.
If you did something wrong, how were you dealt with?
If there's something wrong. There used to be a guy,
Mrmhis name was, he would go round and he had about
a dozen elastic bands and he used to ping you with them
on the legs or the back of the ear, the neck. He
would -- he would whack you. It was a whack, it wasn't
a ping. He was pretty sure with his elastic bands on
altogether. He walked about all day in the gymnasium

and he would hit you with these elastic bands, just
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random.
Was that painful?

Aye, 1t was sore, aye.

If you required to be disciplined by
, how did that happen?

Well, I was involved in a fight with another inmate, you
know, and he'd called me a grass and I thought I'm not
taking this any more and I had a go back at him and

I was manhandled and put in a cell and then I went down
to see and I was assaulted in his office.

What happened?

I was slapped in the face, a couple of times, punched
side of the head, kicked, gave me my character, told me
what I was, you know.

Who did this to you?

Did you ever recelve the belt?

Aye, I got the belt twice.

Who gave you belt?

e ]

How were you belted? Was it on the hands?

It was on the hands.

I think you tell us that when you were at Larchgrove
your head was shaved?

Yes, it was.
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corridor. I don't know what time it was, maybe

1 o'clock in the morning or something like that. Could
have been earlier even, because you went to your bed
pretty early.

And I went down and I took my sheets down and
I said, 'I've wet the bed, sir', to two night watchman
and they said, 'That's okay, just go into this room'.
So I went into the wee room and he said, 'I'll get you
fresh clothing', so I took my clothes off and then next
minute they come with the clothing, new pyjamas and
sheets, but then the two of them stood one in front of
me, one behind me and they were trying to hug me and
cuddle me and stuff like that.

I know I've put in my statement that I told them to
F off, you know, but when I think back I probably was
just shouting, 'Leave me alone, leave me alone, what you
doing here?' Because I wasn't really a -- I didn't
swear much as such, but I was angry with them and they
let go and they stopped trying to fondle me.

I went back to the dormitory and a couple of the big
boys said, 'What happened down there, , we heard
you shouting?' And I told them, 'Don't go near them
...' 'Pair of beasts' was the words.

Had they said anything to you after they had left you

alone?
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They never said anything, just, 'Back to your
dormitory"'.

What you say in your statement, at paragraph 31, is that
you did tell your mum and dad --

Yes.

-- about the sexual abuse and a couple of days after
that you were taken to a meeting. Can you tell me about
what happened?

I was took down to the front office and I met this guy

and I don't know who else was with him. It
might have been just ... they asked me, 'What

have you told your parents about what happened down
here?', I said, 'I just told them what happened, about
the night watchman trying to touch me when I didn't have
any clothes on', and he slapped me, told me I was
telling a lot of lies, making it up, nothing happened,
a couple of slaps about and then toock back, back up to
the gymnasium.

Nothing happened after it.
You summarise your time at Larchgrove at paragraph 33 by
saying:

'"There was a lot of violence at Larchgrove. Abuse
was rife A

Can I just understand that and why you say that.

There was abuse from -- there was abuse from the staff.
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The only two members of staff I can remember being on
duty there all the time were Mrand Mr .
In your statement you again give us some detail about
the routine at Cardross. At paragraph 47 you say:

'"The discipline at Cardross was that you would get
a slap from Mr or Mr . I saw a few other
boys being slapped and kicked.'?
Yes.
Were you slapped?
Aye.
Were you kicked?
Kicked, yeah.
For what reason?
The first night I arrived there it was pretty relaxed.
It's a big mansion house, you know. Television room.
And I thought, 'Och, I'm out of here, I've been locked
up for too long'. I lifted a chair and I threw it at
the window and it just got bounced back again into the
room because the window was made of perspex, or
something like that, so it didn't smash or anything. It
just bounced me back into the kind of common room.

The next second the door opened, so maybe it was
alarmed and it was the two teachers that I mentioned
there, two staff, 'Who hit the window? Who's

interfering with the window and all that?' I never put
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my hand up, but there were a few boys sitting about and
they were all pointing the elbows, so I was singled out.

I remember standing and (&S said to me -- am
I allowed to use their names? He said, 'What did you do
to the window, were you trying to escape?' And I said,
'Yes, sir.'

'What you try to run away for?'

I said:

'Because I've been missing my parents, I've been
locked up for 14 weeks.'

And he slapped me in the face. He backhanded me in
the face and I turned round and the door was open and
I cut my face on the side of the door. As I spun round
I hit my face off the door and I could feel the blood
and he grabbed me by the ears and the hair, lifted me up
practically and frogmarched me right down the corridor
and threw me in what they called 'the Cooler', big
cupboard. Opened the cupboard, threw me in and then
they come back about ten minutes later with a pair of
pyjamas, told me to put the pyjamas on, brought
a mattress -- don't know where they get the mattress
from -- a wee single mattress. They called it the
Coocler because it was warm during the day, but it was
freezing cold at nighttime, you know.

It was just a wee window, about eight feet above my
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him that I was moving to St Joseph's in Tranent.

I said, 'Oh, aye, thanks very much da for sharing
that with me'. So I never told the staff and the next
day when I woke up and that, they told me I was moving.
The next day.

So me and a guy from Anniesland in Glasgow, I'll not
mention his name obviously, but him and I were both
taken away in a big Princess car and en route to
St Joseph's -- the social worker was there, Ms Nichol
her name was, en route they stopped off to buy road tax
for it. It was a brand new motor, like a big
Rolls-Royce, you know, and we thought we were the bees
knees, waving out to people as we came through Edinburgh
at the traffic lights, you know, hello, we thought --
but we knew we were going to St Joseph's and so we had
spoke to the other boys prior to going, you know. That
morning, we're going to Joe's. Oh, you are lucky, we're
glad you're not going to St Mary's or St Andrew's. All
boys' talk.

According to records that we have seen, you were
admitted to St Joseph's on_19?1 and you would
be 13 at that time?
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Let's look at what the position was when you arrived.

You say in your statement you were met by Brother ?
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Yes.

What position did he hold at that time?

Did you have a discussion with him when you met him?
Just told us to keep our noses clean and that we would
get on fine. Everything would be dandy, a pep talk.
Did he give you information about his own background?
Well, he told me he was -- he's a Welsh guy. We knew
that with his accent. We just knew he was Welsh. He
had been a commando, you know, he had fought for us
during the war, all that stuff.

At that time, were you also introduced to

Brother Benedict?

Yes.

Was it Brother Benedict who showed you where your
dormitory was?

Showed us where the dormitory was, yeah.

What you tell us is that your dormitory was called
Killiecrankie, and that was the wet-bed dormitory?
Yes. They called it pish-your-bed dorm.

I think we understand that the set-up at St Joseph's was
that there was a house system, who was your housemaster?
Brother Benedict.

We also know there were cottages associated with

St Joseph's. Can you tell me a little bit about those.
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How was 1t managed, how was it supervised?

You would get into the shower, it was ablutions. There
was a row of sinks and so you had your toothpaste and
your toothbrush, you had swimming trunks, everyone had
a pair of swimming trunks, so you would just take your
stuff off collectively, put it on a hook, put your
swimming trunks on. Then you'd go in and get a shower.
Would any adult be there to supervise or not?

Aye, Brother Benedict was usually on the showers.

HLU , he was boilerman during the night,

nightshift worker. He was a night caretaker, a night

watchman. or Brother Benedict would be in the
showers. was known as a 'willy watcher', that

was his nickname, you know.

So far as Brothers were concerned, we have talked about
Brotherand Brother Benedict. Can you remember the
names of other Brothers you may have been involved with?

There was Brother he was a kind of science

teacher. Brother [LIS , I think he was

SNR Brother . He used to give out small
white tablets. We thought -- they were saccharin, you

know, but I later found out in years it was bromide he
was giving out, so you could put it in your cup of tea
to -- so you didn't become aroused during the nighttime,

you know.
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That's your understanding from later on?

That's my understanding that it was bromide, saccharin,
sweeteners.

Civilian staff, can you help me with some of the names

there that you can remember?

There was Mr who was the metalwork teacher, he
was known as the " . There was
Mr, he was the woodwork teacher, his name was
Mr WS , he was an art teacher and he had a
nickname, he was called " . Mr Loftus, there was

Horse McKinnon, [idS B , GVW , he was
an English teacher, Mrs Reynolds, she was

the remedial teacher.

You have got a good recollection --

There were quite a few teachers, vyou know.

Did you get home at weekends normally?

Aye, I got home at the weekends, yeah, but there were

a few occasions that I didn't get home, you know.

Was there a marking system that had an impact upon
whether or not you would get home that weekend. How did
that operate?

You used to -- you had to get 30 marks to get a weekend
leave, 30 marks, that's what they were called. It

wasn't points. You needed to -- if you got two 30 marks
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call you "my babe".'

You say that was grooming. Can I just understand
your thinking there?

He used to try to get you to sit on his knee, whatever
mood he was in you were his babe, 'My good babe', that
is the way he spoke. He was kind of -- I recently
thought about this, he might have took a vow of silence
or something. He was gquite limited in his speech.

I can't remember him saying anything that was
intelligent. You were known right away as his slave.

I used to think: what kind of planet is he on? 1Is
he on LSD or something? My slave. In those days
I thought about slave as being the Egyptians, building
the pyramids and all that. I didn't realise what I know
nowadays it was all about control. He was the master
and you were a slave. That is how he saw us.

Slum dwellers, that's because we came from
Easterhouse in Glasgow from the peripheral estates, the
schemes, you were poor, you were a slum dweller, 'Your
ma didn't want you, oh, poor babe, your mum didn't want
you, she didn't want you and you have to come here to
live, but I'll loock after you', and you were -- and
I had a nickname, and it was called '[alig , because of

back then, you know, and he used to call me, 'My poor

-, my little [[jji§ n~v little_‘. That is the
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What happened next then?

Well, I

says to my da, I'm not going back there on

a Sunday night, I'm not going back to school. I'm just

not going back. Aye, you'll need to get back. My dad

phoned Brother and he says, 'I'll come through

and collect your boy, -', that was my dad's name,

'I'1ll come through and collect him'. He come through

and he said, 'But tell him I'll come on the Monday', in

order that I got my full weekend, you know, the two

days.

Is that what happened?

Aye, he came and got me on the Monday night and took me
back.

Did you ever get any explanation as to why

Brother Benedict upped and left you?

He just thought it was a laugh.

Did Brother discuss it with you at all?

He asked me what happened and I told him. He said it's

a wee laugh, he says, 'I'll speak to him'. You know,

lip service.

Can I talk to you about visits and inspections. You

tell us

at paragraph 78 that you did get a visit from

your father after two or three weeks at St Joseph's?

Mm hmm.

Did you

tell him not to come back?
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a cassock. Like a pantomime in a theatre, you know.
Do I take it from what you've described that you are
under the cassock at the back?

Yes.

That happened to you, did it?

That happened to me, yes.

Once or more than once?

It happened to me once. I never went back.

Did you see that happening to other boys?

He was convicted of that. He was known as -- he was
known to do it.

I want to ask you about this incident that involved
Brotherand you talk about it at paragraph B82.
It's almost like an invitation to run away, if you like,
because what you tell us is -- you tell us what
happened.

Brother - at the marks meeting, the
Brothers, and he would say:

'If anyone wants to abscond, if anyone wants to
shoot from here, if you're dissatisfied with the food,
or whatever, you know, schooling, come and see me, and
I'11l give you the money to abscond.’'

They called it 'shooting', do you want to shoot from
here today? It meant abscond.

He says:
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'So anybody who wants to shoot from here, come and
see me, 1'll give you the bus fare to help you when you
get caught.'.

Me and a couple of other guys, there were four of us
all in, we took him up on his offer and went up to his
office, Brother U gave us 12.5 pence each, half
a crown each, on you go.

We had our own clothing on by that time, you know,
and we left the school, went down to the bottom of the
road, headed down towards Prestonpans, Port Seton, Jjump
on the bus to Edinburgh and there was Brother and
Brother Benedict, two or three others.

To meet the bus?

We came off the bus, 'Right, guys, in you get'. Put us
in the bus and took us back to the school and we all get
the belt over the arse.

Can I ask you about that and the belting, how was that
done?

At the desk. You were held down over a desk.

Who held you down?

The other brothers, Brother Benedict, Brother
What happened then?

They took your -- you were told to take your trousers
down, but we wouldn't do that, you know. They would

pull your trousers down, one of the staff, the Brothers,
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I spent the night in it and then the next morning
I was shouting and kicking the door and all that and one
of the -- the gardening teacher, Mr opened the
door and said, 'Good God, man, what you doing in there?'
I said:

'I got threw in it last night, Brother Benedict

I didn't call him Bootsie --
Did you have any sign of injury at this time?
I had a big bruise of me where -- it was called a rabbit
punch back then, he would give you a rabbit punch.
What did Mr“tell you to do?
Well, he reported it to -- I don't know who, but one of
the teachers, Horse McKinnon and he sent me up to my

dorm to get clothing, adequate clothing, because I had

my jammies on, 'Go and get changed, .

Then I remember meeting with Brotherand it
was all explained to him what -- how he had came across

me and I told him my side of events, and, 'I'll speak to
him, I'll have a word with him. This will never happen
again'. I thought, that was me, I had kind of given up
smoking, you know.

But physical, aye, you would get hit and you would
get frogmarched with your sidelocks, if you had any, get

you up and frogmarch you to the school, classrooms.
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been in St Joseph's for such a long, long time.

LADY SMITH: 'Paul', don't go too close to the microphone.

We can't hear you properly if that happens and nor can
the stenographers.

He would do odd jobs for the Brother and that. He was
known as an edger, that he would edge in, he's edging in
with him, suiting up to him. So he was the boy who had

been assaulted.

MR MACAULAY: You are describing someone who had been there

a long time and might have been on better terms with
some of the Brothers than other boys?
Yes.
I want to ask you about Brother Benedict and in
particular his attraction to matters electrical.

Did you have some experience of that?
Yes.
The first time that you had some experience of that, can
you tell me about that?
The very first night when I got there -- the very first
night I was in there, I was in the art class and the
teacher was -- I heard the other boys calling him
", ' can I get a crayon or a pastel or
whatever? An art brush?'.

I happened to be drawing with charcoal on paper, you

just draw whatever you want, so I was drawing things,
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and I says, 'Can I get a different colour to use,

He turned round and he says, this guy looked like
Bamber Gascoigne, do you remember Bamber Gascoigne, the
actor with the big glasses up there on the high
forehead. He said:

'What did you call me?'.

And I says " that's what I thought his name

was, Mr EN . He says:

Knocked me out almost.
He punched you?
I know I'm a wee guy, and he kicked me and he grabbed me
and he threw me into the corridor and I didn't know what
to do when I was out in the corridor holding my eye and
that.

I went down into the play room and Brother Benedict
was there and I thought I better tell him. I told him,
the teacher's just hit me:

'Oh, no, don't worry about him. Tomorrow night
you're coming to my club.'

Right. So his club the following night, it was the
electric club and it was a series of outbuildings and he
had the electricity workshop. So there was about 15 of

us in, in the workshop, so he had train sets and they
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each pound. So they would encourage you to pick
100 pounds a day in weight. You were known as
a 'tonne-up kid' and they would have a ceremony. There
used to be about three table tennis tables together and
Mr , " they called him, he would sit up
on these three -- like a stage, he would sit up in his
bit ceremonial robe on:

'Right, Mr Mr_ and Mr - it
that's you a tonne-up kid.'.

And he would give you a certificate.

I was out picking berries one day and was on
duty and some guys says somebody's -- this is a pilece of

terminology that they used, my Lady, back then and it
was called 'niggering' I'd never heard that in my life,
'niggering’':

'Sir, I've been niggered.'

And he's like:

'Who said the N word?'

Followed by an expletive, a B word:

'Who has been F-ing ...'

So I got pulled out and I had nothing to do with it,
but he just grabbed me out, right, down the hill, you
had short trousers on, you know. He had a cane. He had
a big stick and he used to wear a big round hat, a big

canvas hat that he would wear, flying up. He hits me
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Brother and Brother Benedict also present?
Brother Benedict, as the housemaster, would have been
there.
What about Brother , as ?
I'm not sure if he had been there on the occasions
I went to the managers.
Did you ever in fact report any abuse to managers?
No.
Can I just go back to what you said about
Brother Benedict in the bedroom. You did mention one
night when you were in bed and you couldn't move because
there was something on top of you. That happened to be
Brother Benedict.

Did you form any impression at that time what he was
doing?
Well, you know, we used to —-- we just thought it's
Benedict. This is what he does at nighttime, you know.
I can remember waking up and seeing him in the
dormitory, just his silhouette at the window, maybe dawn
would be breaking, you know, kind of daylight and seeing
him standing at the end -- these dormitories were lit by
small nightlights, so it did look quite eerie, but to
see him, the big coat and the cassock, you know, and
then he would say, 'Don't you need to go to the toilet,

my babe?' All that carry on.
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Did you see him approach any other beds?

Ch, aye.

Was it the same sort --

Aye, fumbling about during the night and -- not the
night watchman ... he would double up as a night
watchman, this person who was a boilerman, maintenance
man, during the day.

Do you remember his name?

Would you see him in the dormitories?

Yes, in our dormitory. You could only see in your own
dormitory.

What was he doing in the dormitory?

He was just going round beds and having a wee pat here
and there.

Did he do that to you?

No.

You have mentioned the stilts already and

Brother Benedict had these stilts. When boys were on
the stilts, did he do anything?

No, no, you would just be playing with the stilts,
larking about, you know.

You come to tell us how you came to leave St Joseph's.
What you say is that you had a weekend leave and you

were told not to come back?
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1 you for the value it's added to my learning and the

2 learning of the team here at the Inquiry.
3 Thank you for everything and safe journey home after
4 today?

3 A. Thank you, my Lady and everyone.
6 Have a nice weekend.
7 (The witness withdrew)

8 LADY SMITH: Just before I rise this afternoon, I've got

9 four names here that may be names that were mentioned
10 for the first time today there is a Mr

11 Mr Mrand Mrand they'zre
12 not to be identified outside this room.

13 That takes me to a reminder that next week is going
14 to be a little different, I think, Mr MacAulay,

15 isn't it?

16 MR MACAULAY: Monday, as presently advised, there is to be
17 two oral witnesses.

18 LADY SMITH: I will be sitting in the usual way on Monday,

19 starting at 10 o'clock, as normal. And then every day
20 next week with the usual 10 o'clock starts and a mixture
21 of oral evidence and read-in evidence, but it's all on
22 the website if you want the detail, she said

23 confidently. I'm pretty sure. It's usually there by

24 this time on a Friday afternoon but any questions just
25 get in touch.
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