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My father wouldn't let || llloranny but she would always turn up at school
every Friday at 3 - It wasn't a legal custody battle, my gran just wanted
access to see[Jlj Eventually, my father relented and |Jjjjjijab'e to go and see my

gran every Sunday.

The difficulties for |||l e were that my father was in and out of hospital
with his mental health issues. After my father committed suicide [Jjfjwent to stay at

my gran and grandfather's house.

By this time my gran had down-sized so ||| | N ¢ /= fine.

The house was at ||} ] I G'asgow. As a result of what had happened |
think that my legal guardian was the Strathclyde Regional Council social work
department. My social worker Liz Reid, who was based at John Street was very
good.

| was about 14 or 15 when | started staying out late at night and playing truant from
school. | was tall and | think | looked older than | was. | was gay and became a rent
boy. Looking back now, as an adult, | was mistaking people caring for me and
thinking this was good news. | know now that this wasn’t the case.

When | was 15 | ran away to London. This was when the social work became
involved big time. | was found in London and flown back to Glasgow. | was met by
two social workers and two police officers. | was then taken to Newfield Assessment
Centre.

Newfield Assessment Centre, Johnstone, Renfrewshire
| arrived at Newfield having went there straight from the plane. | met [ GN

the unit manager and | think my key worker. Liz Reid wasn’t there but she was still
involved as my social worker. They were both very good.
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Visitors were allowed to Newfield on a regular basis. My social worker Liz Reid also
visited me. | don’t remember any inspections taking place.

Healthcare

When | was treated for the STD that | contracted in London, i took me
to the Southern General Hospital where | received some antibiotics.

| never received any dental care. This is something that | believe should have been
dealt with as | could have learned from it.

Birthdays/Christmas

| celebrated my 16" birthday in Newfield. There wasn't any cards but | remember
there was a birthday cake. | recall other residents also getting birthday cakes.

| spent one Christmas in care at Newfield.

Discipline

There was no particular discipline regime. If you were disciplined it would be that you
were sent to your room or dormitory. This would normally be for using abusive

language or similar.

| only seen someone being restrained by staff once. The force | would say was

necessary and reasonable, nothing excessive.

Other Information

| did run away a couple of times from Newfield. Both times | managed to get to
London before being taken back.
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There were regular trips to Pollock and the Magnum Centre. | enjoyed these ftrips. |
cannot recall any socialising with the other boys in the establishment. | never had

any extended holidays away from Geilsland.
Birthdays and Christmas

| didn’t celebrate any birthdays or Christmas whilst | was at Geilsland. | was only
there a short time.

Visits/Inspections

As with Newfield, there were regular visits allowed at Geilsland. Liz Reid visited me
on a number of occasions. Visits from my gran and granddad were limited as neither

of them could drive. | can’t recall any inspections.

Abuse at Geilsland
| never saw any violence or the staff being physical towards other residents.

One of the staff, sort of befriended me. We both liked military
history. We got on well. | would say that this went on for a couple of months.
was a care worker | think. He was aged around late forties or early fifties.

Eventuallyasked me if | wanted to go on a trip to Islay, leaving from Oban. |
don’t know how he managed it but | was discharged into his care overnight.

| remember the drive to his home at || Il Bearsden. He put his hand on
my leg and said, “Don’t worry John, | know what you like”. From his access to my
records he would have known | was gay. I Was married but when we got to
his house there was no-one home.
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| slept on the sofa bed in his living room. At various points throughout the night he
would come in the room and try to abuse me. He tried to touch me in a sexual way.
He pestered me constantly. As an ex-street worker | knew how to deal with these
things. All through the night he was there trying things. He had pornographic material

and he was masturbating.

| started to doubt myself and question my self-worth. Everything leading up to this
was so that he could try it on with me. [XSIl| had groomed me and | felt let down.
It was very hurtful that he seen me as a sex object.

The next day we went on the coach trip to Islay. It was just a day trip. KN said
to me “Don’t forget | can get you kept in until you're 21”. After the trip we went back
to his house, picked up the car and drove straight to the home. | felt that after what
he had said to me, he was trying to hold a “Sword of Damocles” over me.

Even after this | found out that he had went to my auntie’s. She told me later, “The
nice man, [Nl had visited her to ask how | was. | thought this was him trying to
control me.

He never tried anything else on with me. If | saw him, most of the time it was silence.
After this | was even more resentful of authority.

Leaving Geilsland

I left Geilsland in 1989 aged 17. This was after a children’s hearing lifted the

supervision order.

There was no after-care when | left Geilsland. There was nothing done to prepare
me for life after care. I'm not sure if it would have helped me anyway.

I don’t think | had any life skills but | feel that you learn these as you go through life.
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Life after being in care

After | left care | went to Epsom in Surrey. | then went to Bristol where | got a job with
a bank. | met someone but | found out they were HIV positive and we parted
company. | went on to have various jobs in financial and recruitment roles. | was

later made redundant and became a minicab driver in London for a time.

When | turned 40, it all started to go wrong. | started to dwell on what had happened
to me. | questioned my self-confidence and why | had been put into care. | began to
use drugs. This ended up with me being stopped in my car by the police in Notting
Hill. | had no insurance and had drugs in my possession. When the police went to
my house they found cannabis plants. As a result of this, | went to the doctor and

asked for help. | managed to move on from that chapter. | feel it made me stronger.

Reporting of abuse at Geilsland

About 10 years ago when | was drunk | phoned Geilsland. | think that | was put
through to the headmaster. | told him what had happened to me when | was with
| was told that he had been dismissed after a similar incident. | was also
informed that (A was now deceased.

In 2011 | contacted the Church of Scotland and spoke with Jennifer Milligan, the
safeguarding officer. | met with her in 2013 and discussed counselling. Jennifer
confirmed [ENSIIll was deceased and that he had been dismissed from Geilsland
for incidents similar to what had happened to me.

The church’s intentions were good but their actions were poor. They were helpful but
| found that they never got back to you when they said they would.
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