Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

GSJ

Support person present: No

My name is My date of birth is [ 1955. My contact details are
known to the Inquiry.

Life before going into care

| was born in Lennoxtown, Glasgow. My mum was || | N = |

don’t know where the |l comes from. She died in 2021. | have a brother called
I o is younger but | don’'t know by how much. He died in 1982. | have

a younger sister ||| | | I >ut 292in | don't know how much younger she is
than me.

| did not know anything about my life before going into care until years later when my
aunt told me parts of it. She said that as far as she knew my mother was living in the
Linthouse area of Glasgow when things first started to happen, which was quite

surprising to me as that is in the area in Glasgow where | live now.

My aunt went on to say that my mother had confided in her about me and said at that
time my mother was unwell and that my mother was struggling so much as none of

the family wanted to know her or me and that she was shut out from her family.
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It was as if everything about me was swept under the carpet, hidden and forgotten,
and was like some kind of a taboo and a subject not to be talked about for all these
years. | also never wanted to hurt my mother’s feelings by asking her anything about
the reasons of how | came to be in Quarriers, or who my father was, during her years
on this earth.

Quarriers Village, Bridge of Weir

My earliest memories of Quarriers are from when | was around five years of age. | was
there from when | was two and have no memories of that three years up until | was
five. My first memory is being outside playing in the woods and soiling myself. That

was when the only two members of staff | can remember from there abused me.

There was a woman there who called herself Auntie Lottie. | don’t remember her and
| only know of her because she came to my mum'’s house not long after | left Quarriers
and left a present for me. | never saw her then and it was just my mum that told me
she had been there. She later sent me a letter when | was at Dr Guthrie’s and it turned
out she sent pit from an address in New York.

There was a person that was in the cottage, | only know that his name wasESM | do
not know what his surname was but his face haunts me to this day as | can see him in
my mind as if it was yesterday and | can describe him in the way he looked and
dressed. | don’t know what age [E@Mwould have been then. There was a woman who
had white hair and she was older. | can’t remember the woman’s name. They both
worked in the cottage and were there a lot. | don’t think they were my house parents
but were definitely workers in my house. | don’t remember house parents being there

but these two worked there. There was also a cook.

| couldn’t remember the number of the cottage | was in but | later found out when |
went back to visit with my partner that it was number 8.
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All I can remember about the layout of the cottage from when | was there is that there
was a living room with dark floors and | can remember a piano. There was a kitchen,
then stairs and | remember my bedroom was up the top of the stairs and that is about
all | remember. | was in a bedroom to myself the whole time | was there. | don’t
remember any of the other boys or girls that were there. | just thought | was the only
one that was there. | think there might have been other children there but | don’t

remember ever seeing them. | just remember being shut up in that room.

Routine at Quarriers Village

Mornings and bedtime

| think somebody probably woke me up in the morning but | can’t remember what you
did when you got up. At night time | would be put up to my room after | had my dinner.

All that was in my room was my bed and drawers with my clothes.

Mealtimes / Food

| remember getting breakfast but can’t remember seeing anybody else there either. |
can’'t remember what the food was like. There was food | didn't like and | was regularly
forced to eat it, not physically forced, just told you to eat it.and the woman would
be shouting 'Get that eaten ya little bastard.’ | used to cry when this was happening. |
used to cry quite a lot.

Washing / bathing
| can’t remember anything about any routine we had for washing.
Clothing / uniform

| don'’t ever remember getting clothes there other that having the ones | went in with
but | must've had some others as | grew.
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Schooling

| remember the first time going to school. Somebody took me in a car and the school
wasn't that far from the cottage. | think it was a woman and | can’t remember ever
seeing her before. The car had ‘running in’ written on the back of it. | can still see the

words in my head and remember that car.

I'm pretty sure the school was the actual Quarriers school in the grounds as | don’t
remember there being another school anywhere nearby. | don’t remember much about
school other than being punished when | got back to the cottage if | had got something
wrong at school. It would be Gl that punished me when | got back. | never made any
friends at school. | was always on my own.

Leisure time

| don’t remember there being any games or books or comics to read. | have no clear
memory of things like that. After school | was allowed out into the enclosed yard at the
back of the cottage to play on my own. | was always just myself. There was a gate

out of it but you weren’t meant to go out.
Work / chores

The woman used to make me scrub the floors with the wooden brush after school and

dinner.
Religious instruction
We went to the church in the Quarriers grounds on a Sunday and that was the only

time | heard any music. It wasn't [E5Ml] or the woman that took me it was somebody

else but | can’t remember who they were.



27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

Trips and holidays

| remember going to Greenock or somewhere like that with the Lifebouys for a concert
that we were singing in. There was another woman who | think worked in Quarriers
but | cannot remember her name. She was nice to me and was there waving to me

when | was on the bus.
Fostered Out

There were times | was fostered out maybe sometimes for a week. There was a couple
called [ and [l who stayed out with Quarriers and there was another one
Mr Bl He stayed at Inchinnan in Renfrewshire. | think these were good times
and | got to play in a wee toy car with pedals when | was at Mr | INEEEEE. | think
there was maybe another family | went to. I'm calling it fostering out but | don’t know if

that is what it was called then.

| can’t remember for definite how | got to these other places but | think they must have

just come and picked us up in cars.

Personal possessions

| never had any of my own belongings when | was at Quarriers.

Bed Wetting

Bed wetting was very much an issue for me. | don’t know when it started but | wet the
bed most nights at Quarriers and it followed me through until | was fourteen. When |
wet the bed it was the same punishment as always getting slapped on the face and

shouted and bawled at by mainly the woman but sometimes SN She would discover
it when she was changing the bed or if she came to get me up in the morning.

| never got any help to stop me wetting the bed. They never stopped me drinking
anything on the lead up to bedtime.
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Review of care

As far as | can remember nobody from the social work or anywhere else ever came to

speak to me or check on me to see if | was okay.
Family contact

| never saw my mum whilst | was at Quarriers. My auntie told me that my grandmother
did visit me quite often but | do not remember this. My grandmother had also told my
aunt during a conversation about me that she was very worried about me at the time
and when she visited me all that | ever done was stare into space and rock back and
forwards. I've a vague recollection of her coming once to see me and it being in

somewhere that was like a kind of community centre.
Running away

I did runaway loads of time and | used to go down to the river and beyond but | didn't
know what was beyond there. | always got caught and would get punished by either
& or the woman who would slap and punch me on the face and kick me up the

backside.

Abuse at Quarriers Village

My earliest memories of the kinds of abuse that | received when | was at Quarriers go
back to when | was about five years of age. The kinds of abuse consisted of physical,
mental and sexual abuse. | cannot remember anything before that and do not know if

any of these things happened before | was five years old.

My first encounter with the abuse that happened to me was physical abuse. |
remember being in the woods at the back of the cottage where | lived and that | had
soiled myself and was very frightened for some reason to go back to the cottage. il
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must have been out looking for me and took me back to the cottage. | then remember
having my hair pulled and my face slapped continually and kicked.

| was then thrown into a bath of water and scrubbed from head to toe with a floor
scrubbing brush by EEMland the woman with grey hair that worked there. | knew it was
a brush for scrubbing the floor because it was the same as the wooden ones with
bristles that we had to use to scrub the floors. | can’t remember for definite but | think
it was a cold bath. EENjwas slapping my face and putting my head under the water. |
don’t know how long he held me under the water. | just remember it going in the water.
After that | was hit again then dragged up the stairs and flung into bed. | will say that
this was just the start of the things that would happen to me throughout my stay in that

cottage.

Other things were also happening to me in that cottage that today | still feel very
disgusted and embarrassed and ashamed of. | actually feel it is very hard to talk about

it or put it down on paper as it was sexual abuse towards me.

The man gl sexually abused me on a number of occasions when | was at Quarriers.
| cannot remember how many times it happened but | do know what he did was very
wrong and evil. He would hit me, slap me and kick me and | would be greeting. He
would then put me on his knee and then kiss me as if he was trying to comfort me but
he had other ulterior motives. He would start getting me to touch his private parts.

| remember he was left to look after me quite a lot of times and this was when he
abused me. When he was alone with me he would make me touch him on his privates
and then other things started to happen to me concerning sexual abuse. At first he
made me touch him over his clothing but then he would take his penis out, make me
touch him and masturbate him. This went on quite a lot. The first time this happened
was in the room | mentioned in the dark. That was when he first took my trousers down
and put his penis between my legs. | don’t know if he raped me but he had me facing
away from him with him behind me and his penis between my legs.
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This happened on quite a few occasions in the cottage and outside in the fields when
we went out on walks when | was alone with him. | was always scared to tell anyone
what was happening to me and what he was doing to me. He had warned me not to
tell anyone about it or | would get hurt which really scared me, He said there were
people up in the hills who would get me.

| don’t know how long this went on but it was for a long time whilst | was there.

One time when | was about six or seven years [gil] hit me and banged my head off a
door. | still have a scar on my head from this but | never got any medical attention at

the time.

He regularly battered me and it was as if it was so he could then pick me up, kiss me
on the face and then cuddle me as if he was trying to comfort me. He used to regularly
come up to my bedroom.

One time him and the woman came up and they put a blanket over my head and face
and it felt as if they were trying to smother me. | was struggling for breath and had
sweats. They weren't saying a word as they did this to me.

Nearly every day both the woman and [l would make me stand in a dark space
which was between two doors from the kitchen and another door that led to the back
yard. There was no particular reason for this. | don’t know if they used it as a

punishment maybe thinking I'd been bad or something.

There was no heating and no light because there was no windows and the doors were
shut over. | would have to stand alone there for ages, | don’t know exactly how long |
but it felt like a very long time. Sometimes | was in my pyjamas and stood in my bare
feet and other times | had my clothes on but it was always freezing and | was frightened
and crying.

When | was out playing in the yard | wasn’t allowed to go out the gate into the grounds.
If you did you would get battered, bawled and shouted at byor the grey haired

9
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woman. I'd then get flung up the stair and put in bed. The battering would be getting
my hair pulled, slapping me and calling me a ‘ginger heided bastard.’ | had red hair at
the time. They never called me by name. Never once did they call me There
was one teacher who called me G5l | never knew Gl was my surname until |
left Quarriers.

Leaving Quarriers Village

| would describe my life in Quarriers as horrible. | would sum up my time there as

horrible and disgusting.

| don’t remember getting any warning that | was going to be leaving Quarriers but | do
remember the night that | left Quarriers. At the same time | did not actually know that
it was my mother that had come for me to take me to my home. | did not know who
she was or where | was going. | just remember a truck coming to pick me up and |
now know that it was my brother and sister’'s dad’s coal truck and he and my mum

came and picked me up.

| just remember being in that truck and then stopping in a road and then going into a
dark stair way and then going up a stair to where the house was. | didn’'t know where
| was but again | now know it was |||l i» Govan. | remember quite vividly
that a bedroom door was open and a boy was jumping up and down on a bed. | later
found out that the boy was actually my brother and this was something else that was
very strange to me, as | never knew that | even had a brother. | just thought this was
me getting fostered out again and didn’t realise until later that this was my mum and

her new partner ||

Life after Quarriers Village

For the first few weeks everything was very strange to me with the noise in the streets,

the traffic and hearing music. | do not ever remember hearing music when | was in

10
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about three years. At that time | didn’t realise what he meant but | now realise that was

him sentencing me to three years.

| was then taken to Larchgrove in Easterhouse but at that time | didn’t know that was
where | was going. | was put in there temporarily for a short period until they could find
me a placement to do my three years.

Larchgrove Remand Centre, Glasgow

Larchgrove was a secure unit with a big wall around it and a secure yard with big walls.
| can’t remember the names of any of the staff there other than Mr Sl a house
parent or teacher or what we called a house screw who slapped me on the jaw. | do
remember | was cheeky to them. | changed and started fighting and sticking up for
myself.

There were boys from about my age up until about age sixteen or seventeen.

| wasn't there long albeit | was back and forward in there before going to Guthries and
The Kibble.

Routine at Larchgrove Remand Centre

Mornings and Bedfime

We slept in a dorm and | think there were about twelve of us in a dorm. We used to
get locked in the dorm at night.

We would get up in the morning, have our breakfast and then everyone went to the

yard. We were in the yard a lot. Some of us would just be kicking a ball about and

others were sitting about smoking.

12
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Abuse at Larchgrove Remand Centre

The same things happened in Larchgrove that happened in Quarriers. | was made to
masturbate several older boys in there. | don’t know what age they were. This used to

happen in the dorms and it was one boy at a time that | had to do this to.

| think the staff knew what was going on because one time when | was meant to
masturbate a boy, | could hear somebody coming along the corridor that | knew was
going to be staff. | ran back to my bed but before | could get into it there was Mr [EXI
coming in and touching my heart. He called me a ‘dirty wee bastard’ and gave me a
skelp. | never told him or anybody else and have never told anybody since what was
happening with me being made to masturbate them.

| tried to get out the windows a lot but if you got caught you would get a slap and kick
and the belt on your arse over your clothing.

Leaving Larchgrove Remand Centre

| don’t know how long | was there and | couldn’t understand why | was there. | got to
know people my age from Govan when | was there. It was okay in there other than
what happened with these other boys.

| do remember some people coming and taking me in a car through to Dr Guthrie’s. |
remember the road to Edinburgh and passing the big pits near Broxburn or something.
It wasn’t the M8 it was another road. There was no children’s panel or anything, | just
got taken straight from Larchgrove to Dr Guthrie’s.

14
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Dr Guthrie’s Approved School, Edinburgh

Dr Guthrie's looked like a big castle. You went up a drive and through a main gate that
took you up to the school and on the inside there was a big square with doors all the

way round it.

| don’t know who ran Dr Guthrie’s or what it was when | first went there. It was boys
only and it wasn't until later that | found out it was an approved school. The boys were
about the same age as they had been at Larchgrove which was between nine and

sixteen.

It seemed like there were thousands of boys there. There were loads of dorms and
they were all upstairs with about sixteen boys in each. You could walk right round and
there were wings off of it. Downstairs there was the dining room, laundry and offices.

| can't remember if there were showers there.

The staff that | can remember there were Mr [ZZglll and a guy called
I might be getting confused though because | was only there for a short

time. | got sent elsewhere between the ages of nine and thirteen and then was back
at Dr Guthrie’s for another spell later. They might have been there the second time.
Routine at Dr Guthrie’s

First day

When | first arrived | was scared. | didn't know where | was going and | didn’t know
who the people were that took me through or where they were from. | think it was the

social work but I'm not sure. | think | got taken to meet the headmaster and was then

shown about.
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Leaving Dr Guthrie’s Approved School

The minister came to see me and took me to his room. He asked me if | knew where
| was going and | said | didn’t. He said they were going to put me somewhere else. |
think his name was maybe Mr Jones because I’'m sure he gave me a new testament
when | was leaving with his name on it showing who it was from. This was the first

time | had ever met him.

He never said why | was getting moved but | think it was because of what the older
boys were making me do to them and | think the staff knew what was going on. | was
happy that | was going to be getting out of there. I'm not sure how long | had been in
Dr Guthrie’s. My mind said | was there a long time but it could have been six months

maybe longer.
A few weeks later | got taken to another approved school, Dale School in Arbroath. |

can't remember how | got there. It might have been the same people who took me

from Larchgrove to Dr Guthrie’s.

Dale Approved School, Arbroath

Secondary Institutions - to be published later
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Leaving Dale Approved School

115. I think | left Dale at the end of the sentence I'd been given when | went to Dr Guthrie’s.
| don't know if | did the full three years or | got out early. | don'’t think anybody sat me
down and said that was me finished. | think | was just put on a train and sent back to
Glasgow to go back to my mum. [ was with somebody, an adult but | can’t remember

who.

116. | went back to my mum’s and she was pregnant with my sister [} ! don’t know
if my brother [l and |l were there. | think they maybe just came at weekends.
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| think | was about thirteen or fourteen when | went back to Larchgrove by this time
and the boys who had abused me the first time | was there were no longer there. |
can’t remember any of the staff there. | was in dorms again and the routine was just

as it had been the time before.
| was fighting a lot this time and used to get the strap on the hands as a punishment
from the head of Larchgrove. It was usually three times with the same leather type of

teacher’s belt.

Nothing happened to me when | went back there that was abusive.

Dr Guthrie’s Approved School (2" Sentence)

| think Mr el was still SN vhen | went back there. He was alright but
B \hile we were there. The other staff | remember were Mr and Mr

GFG

| was there for eighteen months and it was different boys from before that were now
there. The routine was exactly the same as it had been when | had been there before.

| went to school while | was there but never sat exams.

There was a big sport's centre, playing field and swimming pool. We did a lot of sport
on the football field and did wrestling, boxing and trampolining in the evenings. We

were also made to play murderball.

| never had any visitors or saw a social worker or anybody like that whilst | was at Dr
Guthrie’s. | did get to go home sometimes for the weekend or maybe at times in the
holidays. | would get the train back through to my mums.

| ran away a couple of times whilst | was there this time. | got the strap across the
backside over my clothes from the deputy headmaster who was called Mr Rush
something. Maybe Mr Rushford. He would give us six of the belt. Other teachers would
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send us to him if we did anything wrong and he would belt you. | don’t think there was
any record kept of how often or why | got the belt.

Mr ZZ3lll also used to make me sit in a room and do the alphabet all the time whilst
the others were out doing what they wanted. It was a punishment but he was punishing

me for nothing.

Abuse at Dr Guthries (2" sentence)

When | went back to Guthrie’s the same kind of abuse happened a couple of times
where | was dragged into the toilets and made to masturbate an older boy again. It
was just that one boy who made me do it twice. He hadn'’t been at Dr Guthrie’s when
| had been there before. | was about thirteen or fourteen and started to stand up for
myself so it stopped. | don’t know if this was happening to other boys. | never told

anybody about what he had made me do.

Me and a guy called ||} ] o was also there at the same time and was
a well-known guy who is now dead, ran away one time up to near where the ski slope
is in Edinburgh. Mr S and Mr il chased us in a land rover and tried to knock
us over. | don't know who was driving but we fell over trying to get away and they got
out and chased us. The two of them battered us both whilst we were on the ground.
They started kicking us to the body. We got taken back to school and the deputy
teacher gave us the strap across the backside over our clothes. | can’'t remember his
name. It was a usual teacher’s belt with two tongs at the end. We got hit at least six
times each with the belt.

We went swimming a lot and when we went in the swimming pool we always had to
swim naked. | found this really strange and the teacher made us do lifesaving and it
wasn’t nice doing that naked. | don’t know the teacher’'s name but we all called him by
the nickname [ He was in his fities and was always shouting and

pointing at you. He never came in the water himself.
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Reporting Abuse at Dr Guthrie’s

Atter | got the doing from Mr SN and Mr S wrote to my mum because |
had got the doing and my face was all bruises. After | wrote the letter, | sneaked
outside the school to send the letter. My mum came to school a couple of weeks later
and attacked one of them. I'm not sure which one it was. | was there and she was

cursing and swearing at them.

| can’t remember what the staff said | just remember my mum was bawling and
swearing at them about what they had done to her boy. She said “look at the state of
him”. | still had bruises on my thigh and my stomach. | got told to leave and didn’t see
my mum again but she told me later she had got physical with them after | was sent

out.

Leaving Dr Guthrie’s Approved School (2" Sentence)

| left Dr Guthrie’'s at the end of my sentence and got sent home on a train. | can't
remember who told me | was leaving but something had been put in place as | got a

letter from my mum saying she was looking forward to me being back home again.

I went back to my mum’s and [l my sister was there.- was there sometimes
and sometimes he was staying with [l Home life was just the same as it had
been before. My mum and | still didn’t have a relationship.

| was meant to be at school but was skipping it again and getting up to mischief. There
was a lot of police involvement because | was breaking into things and stealing out of
vans. | would runaway for days on end. Pals would sneak me into their houses and |
would sleep on buses and at railways.

| ended up at the children’s panel a couple of times for both not going to school and
stealing. | was given a warning to start going to school and behaving but | never did

either.
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| had a probation officer who | saw a couple of times at Govan Town Hall. It was just
me that went on my own and he would question what my mum was doing and what |
was doing but there wasn'’t any point to it.

When | was about fifteenish | ended up either back at court or a children’s panel, |

can’t remember for certain and was sent to Kibble Approved School for two years but

went to Larchgrove for a short period first.

Larchgrove Remand Centre (3rd Sentence)

The set up was much the same as before and | was only in for a short period before
going to Kibble.

The time | was in there, there were gangs and | saw people getting stabbed in the

legs. This never happened to me though. By the time | went back | was bigger, stronger

and more streetwise.

Kibble Approved School, Paisley

Kibble was an approved school in Paisley and although | was meant to be there for

two years | only did about one year or something there.

| don't know who ran Kibble but i was Mr Il and we called him
The other staff | can remember were Mr Anderson who was a painter and

there was Andy who was a gardener. | remember them because they were both alright
with me. Mr Anderson was from the Gorbals in Glasgow. He was the maintenance
painter and | helped out with the painting at the new Kibble unit that got built while |

was there. There were a few other staff that | can’t remember just now.

It was all boys there who were aged from about thirteen or fourteen up to about

eighteen years. | think there was probably about thirty or forty of us there at the time.
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Leisure time

We were allowed to go out of Kibble as it wasn’t secure but you still needed to get
permission to go. We would go to the shops and spend any money we had. You had
to get permission to go and | would get money from my mum or my Gran when | was

home at the weekends.

In the evening we just sat about in groups and read or watched the telly. There was
table tennis and football outside if you wanted.

We were treated a bit better and had more freedom at Kibble.

Social work / review of detention

Whilst | was in there | never saw a social worker or had a key worker in the home.
Visits

My mum came to see me and brought [JJffwith her a couple of times. It wasn’t far
from the house to Kibble.

Bed Wetting

| had stopped wetting the bed by the time | went to Kibble and | don’t know how they
dealt with other boys who did.

Discipline
We would always sit in the gym room and usually on the Friday and Mr (G would

decide and tell us who was getting home leave. It was dependant on your behaviour
during the week.
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Running away

| never ran away or tried to run away from there because | got on well with all the
people there.

Abuse at Kibble Approved School

There were a lot of fights in Kibble. There was one time | was in a fight after somebody
had slashed a boy and | got a doing from Mr SN 2nd another staff member who
| can’t remember. | got the blame and they were looking for the blade but it wasn’'t me
that had the blade. They put me in a headlock, banging my head off the wall and
shouting “where’s the blade”? We were in the gym room, he then sat me down and
told me that | was getting denied home leave and they kept me in for six weekends.

There were lots of fights that went on at Kibble but the staff didn’t bother trying to stop
it. | got my head split open by another boy who hit me with a table tennis bat and they
just stood and watched it. There was the gang stuff going on in there with all the
different Glasgow gangs and they would just fight. The gangs were decided by what
area you were from. | was in a gang with mates and we would all look after each other.
I was in the Govan gang but | ran about with boys from other gangs who | had got pally
with and I'd go with them at the weekends.

Leaving Kibble Approved School

| left Kibble when | was about sixteen. [l to!d me | was free to go and see the
social work, sign on the brew and get some money.

I went back home to my mum’s and things were just the same. There was no
conversation between us and still to this day | don’t know why. | was sixteen or
seventeen, was drinking a lot, was back fighting with gangs and getting in trouble with

the police again.
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170.

171.

172.

173.

174.

Routine at Polmont Borstal

We got woken up in the morning, the cell doors were opened and we got shouted out
onto the landing where we were then shouted at to face our cell doors. We were then
told by a landing at a time to turn right, march down the stairs and in to the dining area
to get fed. After breakfast you had to go back to your cell, clean it out and make your
bed up in bed blocks.

Our cells used to get inspected three times a day. They would check to see if there
was any dust, that your cell was tidy and your bed block was made up properly.

We then got shouted out again, had to face the cell door and brought out again. We
were then told what chores we were going to be doing. This involved jobs like breaking
up the old Bakelite phones, gardening, cleaning and scrubbing the floors in the mile

corridor which was the worst one.

We were out our cell most of the day and you couldn’t go back to it unless you were
told to. You couldn’t do anything unless you were told. After tea we were allowed to sit
about. People would be smoking and chatting and then we would be back into our cell

for eight o’clock and that was us for the rest of the night.

After six weeks | moved to the north wing. It was a lot easier there and | had no issues
because | knew the guy that was the main man in there. He was from Govan and was
in for murder, he ran the north wing and he knew me. There was a snooker table there
and because of who he was he could play snooker any time he wanted. He called me

B3l and he would get me in to play snooker with him.

At first in the north wing, we would get up at eight in the morning, do a bit of chores,
do the floors, do your room and that was it. A few weeks later they were looking for
plasterers for building Cornton Vale at the time so | volunteered. We got transported
up to Cornton Vale, did the work went back down to Polmont, got our tea and then

went to bed.
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175.

Abuse at Polmont Borstal

There was a screw called and if anything was wrong in your cell he would hit
you with the bed stick. This was a piece of wood used to measure your bed block. It
was about two feet long and was thin. One time my bed block was a bit loose and he
hit me across the side of the face with his bed stick. When he did this | went for him
but he over powered me. | was dubbed up in ‘the cooler for the night. That's where
you got sent if you were fighting or did anything wrong. It was underneath the blocks

and was a cell with just a bed in it.

176. was one of these guys that if he didn't like you he would take it out on you.

177.

178.

179.

When we were in the mile corridor scrubbing the floor he would come up behind you,
kick you up the arse with his big pointed shoes and call you a ‘fuckin bastard.” We
were all in a line scrubbing with a brush and water, he made you look at the ground in
front of you and you weren't allowed to talk. We would shite ourselves that he was
going to come back up behind us and kick us with these shoes.

Nothing happened to me at the north wing in Polmont. It was all very easy-osy because

of the main man that | knew.

Leaving Polmont Borstal / Transfer to Cornton Vale Borstal

Going back and forward to Cornton Vale went on for a while and then they shifted a
few of us up to Cornton Vale because they had their own borstal there. We stayed in
the rooms up there. | never thought about running away from there as | enjoyed it and
was with a lot of people | knew from Govan. | liked the work and they kept us busy.

Leaving Cornton Vale Borstal

I’'m not sure what dates | left Cornton Vale but think | was about eighteen. One of the

reasons | volunteered to go was because | was told | would get an early release from
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210.

211,

212.

213.

found out to be a grass either on the outside or in an institution of some kind. That
goes back to EaMlthreatening me at Quarriers that | wasn't to tell anyone.

It did not matter with what | did in my young life as | was always seen as being an
unruly person by the authorities and my mother was always seen by the authorities to
be an unfit mother that was unable to look after me. If | look back it was nothing to do
with my mother in the way | behaved as it was me alone that had decided to go down

that path and that was due to what | was put through.

| have said that | did not know anything about Quarriers or why | was there and how
long | was there for but | will say during my time there | felt a great emptiness, | felt a

feeling of sadness, loneliness, fear and the despair of abandonment.

At the same time | have had to look deep into myself and have found it very hard to
describe my feelings and the anger that | still have with my personal history. It was
painful to me with the memories that | have from that place. | felt that | was unable to
put it down on paper or speak about the true nature of what really happened to me in
this place as it is disgusting and it causes me a very lot of pain to speak about it.

Quarriers turned me into someone that | did not want to be or even like. This is due to
the trouble that | had with authority and authoritative figures. | was constantly getting
into trouble but most of it was due to the aggression that | had inside of me which led
me into getting into a lot of fights. This aggression that | had inside of me came from

Quarriers as it had followed me from there even from an early age.

A lot of times when | got into trouble with the police | would be asked who my mother
and father were but | could not answer who my father was. This led to many taunts
from them about me being a bastard and this is something else that embarrassed me
and hung over my life. | would get embarrassed if | had to fill in a form or go for an
interview when | was asked for my father's name and it would stop me filling out a form
that asked for it. It was my auntie that told me years later my dad’s name was-
I e has passed away now and | never met him.
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Reporting of Abuse
| have not reported the abuse | suffered to the police.

In 2016 | contacted the National Confidential Forum based in Glasgow where the
children’s panel was situated at the time. The name of the contact that | had at the
time was a person called Emma. | did not follow it up as | was scared and felt ashamed
of sharing what had happened at Quarriers and it has taken me a lot of time to get my

head around it and have the courage to speak out.

Records

| got some of my records when | started going to Brand Street. Along with my CPN
they got some of my social work records. It was a lot about me being drunk and not fit
to look after the kids.

| do however have some information of my stay in Quarriers due to the Freedom of
Information Act. There is not very much information about me regarding the time that
| spent there. Some of the years to me seem mixed up and is quite confusing to me,
due to what | have been told and what | received from Glasgow City council about the
information about Quarriers from Glasgow City Council which made it more confusing

to me.

| have a letter from The Royal Scottish Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children
to Quarriers homes dated |||} 1958. 1t is background about home
conditions and the application for me to go into Quarriers. The inspector considers that
the case is worthy of assistance and that the child should be admitted. An admission
form shows that my mum was paying £1 towards my stay.

| have a copy of a Quarriers Homes Psychologist Report of aged five
from November 1960.

42



236.

237.

238.

It says ' is according to present exhibits one of the dull who it may be that mental
ability is somewhat better. His severely retarded social and emotional development
are probably having a detrimental effect on the development of his potential mental
status. Very over dependant his whole behaviour pattern is that of a much younger
child, perhaps about the three year old stage. Over dependant in attitude he frequently
loses his belongings and needs an abnormal amount of individual attention. If more
demands such as are commensurate with his developmental level are made upon him
his present extreme immaturity should cease and his emotional status come within the
normal range. There is no apparent reason why providing handling is suitable future
mental and emotional development should not be satisfactory.’

Another record is a letter from The Royal Scottish Society for the Prevention of Cruelty
to Children to Quarriers homes dated 17 February 1961. It says that it was not suitable
for me to return to my mum’s address. My mother agreed that she had been stupid
and she might possibly be persuaded to leave the child in Quarriers homes until after
the birth of her second child.

Another record from Quarriers authored by the house parents says ‘Sl was
admitted to our care on - 1958 to allow his mother who was not married to go
out to work and eventually make a home for him. remained until he was
discharged to his mother on || 1963. When we arrived to take over cottage
8, Quarriers Village in || 1962 our attention was drawn to
Apart from his poor physique he appeared to be so pathetic. He was always crying,
someone had hit him, he had fallen, he had lost some of his clothing, there was always
something. He was continually late home from school and quite often walked in the
river with his socks and shoes on. In the morning he took twice as long to dress as
other children of his age. We felt that these little things must have led to frustration for
those caring for him and this must have led to getting into lots of rows. He
certainly was an unhappy child. We decided to make allowances for him and spend
more time helping him and to give him as much attention and affection as was
possible, whilst caring for the other fourteen children. was not very bright at
school although he read well for his age. Over the fifteen months that we cared for him
he was not visited by relatives. His mum took him out for a holiday at Christmas 1962.
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240.

241.

242.

243.

When he returned after the week he had a complete rig out of new clothing. On his
birthday his mother sent him a knitted jersey. She never visited him or wrote to him
until she visited him in || l} 1963 when she asked the superintendent of the
home to discharge [gall}into her care.’

| also have a copy of a letter from Mr{EaElS 2t Dr Guthrie’s to Mr

McLeish the Children’s Officer from The Children’s department at John Street,
Glasgow. It is dated || N 1965 and Mr says | was admitted to Dr Guthries
on -1965 and notes that | had been in the care of the children’s department
for about a year since | came out of the orphan homes. This means | was ten years

old when | went to Dr Guthries.
| did have other records but | don’t have them anymore.
Reuvisits

| did visit Quarriers, a few years ago with a friend, after | had been talking about it and
was asked if | would want to go back to see the place. My friend and | went to Quarriers
and to me it was if | had been there only the day before. At the time of the visit | did
not know the number of the cottage that | was in but | could remember exactly where
it stood. | took my friend to the cottage. Straight away | felt it was as if | had never left
the place and the last time that | had been there was over fifty years ago. | felt angry

and upset.

| showed my friend the monkey puzzle tree that | used to try and climb up and had
said that the tree that was now there was not the same tree as it was a larger tree

when | was there and this one was much smaller.

| then showed her the back yard of the cottage and also where the back door from the
kitchen into the yard was. It was now bricked up but you could see where it originally
had been due to the difference in the brick work. There were two doors leading out
into the back yard from between the kitchen, the door from the kitchen led into a dark
space and then the door into the back yard.
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249.

The reason that | have a memory of this door leading into the yard is that this is the
door where | was made to stand for long periods of time in the dark space sometimes
with only my pyjamas on and in my bare feet in all types of weather. | felt angry when

| went back to the cottage especially when | saw this part again.

| went on to show my friend where the woods were from where | encountered the first
instance of abuse. | also showed my friend where the pond used to be but that too
was also filled in. Just like the door into the back yard of the cottage. | remember it all

as clear as if it were yesterday.

When we were there we met with this woman at some kind of information centre in the
place. | told her that | had been at Quarriers as a child and was just trying to find out
things about it. When | had told her where the cottage was she knew of it straight
away. | remember asking her about the cottage and about the people that worked
there. At the time | did not mention anything about abuse but | did mention the name
B and described the way he looked and dressed.

She did say to me that most of the people that were there did dress the same way and
she showed me some photos of people but it was when | described him to her, in the
way he looked and his features and the description of him, to me, by the way she
looked at me, she seemed to know the person that | had just described.

| thought she was being very careful with what she was telling me. She did say that
most of the old records had been either been lost or destroyed. We then left to go back
home and it felt as if | had never left Quarriers and never will due to the long and bad

memories that | have of it.

| tried to find other places but couldn't. | knew Dr Guthrie’s was in Liberton and wanted
to see what it was like even though | could see it in my mind but | couldn’t find it. One
time when we were through in Arbroath | looked for Dale but couldn’t find that either.

I've passed Kibble loads of time.
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265.

266.

267.

years seem to me as if they and their lives have been wrapped up in cotton wool all
their lives. They are very much oblivious to the hardships and the many issues that

many people face.

| would like say to them when | go to my grave | will be cursing you all. No amount of
apologies will ever put things right by a system that has destroyed so many lives due
to the failures of the system. At the same time these same people will never accept
their failures. They should all bow their heads in shame and let God be their judge

when the time comes.

Hopes for the Inquiry

| hope that the Inquiry will ensure that there should be more vetting for people working
in care. | also hope and think there should also be an independent body who come
into care homes to speak to those in care to see if they are okay. It shouldn’t just be
once every six months either it should be constantly.

If somebody that was independent and who | could trust had come into the likes of
Quarriers or Dr Guthrie’s | might have spoken to them.

Other information

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence

to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this withess statement are true.
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