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Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

Support person present: Yes

My name is and my date of birth is -1974. My contact

details are known to the inquiry.

Background

| have stayed at the address | have given you for the last twenty years. My mum
and dad, || 2~ N < both alive. My mum lives in
Nairn and my dad in Clydebank. | have two sisters, ||| NG vho is 45

and lives in Clydebank and || 2'though she calis herself

I and lives in Naimn. | have two sons aged 23 and 25.

Life before care

| was brought up by my mum and dad until my mum left home. My dad used to
rape my mum and beat her up. She left my dad in 1982 or 1983 when | was
nine. For a while | lived between the both of them until eventually my dad got
legal custody of all three of us. My dad started abusing me from a very young
age and | kept running away when | was living with him. My dad would bring
other men into the house and we used to play tickling games with these men.

One time when | was eleven, | am sure it was the same day as my sister's

communion, for some reason | was upset in the bedroom. My aunt; my dad'’s
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sister came in and lay on the bed to comfort me. My dad came in too and lay
beside my aunt and he abused me and my aunt at the same time. The social
worker was in the other room when this was going on.

Abuse - social worker

| had a family social worker, Mrs, possibly when | was still living
at home with my dad, but she was horrible and hit me a couple of times. | can’t
remember why she hit me but she slapped me across the legs and told me that
| was a brat and how good my dad was. She seemed to be around our house
constantly and even went to my sister’'s communion which would have been on
a Sunday. She was often there at night time and even started bringing clothes
for us to wear. Twice Mrs [gigffs'apped me and | would have been between
eleven and twelve years old when this happened. | suspect she may have been
having an affair with my dad. She always made me out to be unruly. Mrs

GRU was my social worker before | went to Flemington House. Christine
Hughes came into my life when | was about twelve and a half; a couple of

months before | went into care.

One time Mrsturned up at where my mum was staying in Troon and
said she was there to take my sister-away although my mum had been
told by a lawyer that-was to stay with my mum until it was all settled. My
mum queried this as she didn’t have any paperwork but Mrswas the
authority so my sister was taken back to our dad’s.

One day | caught my dad doing something to my sister so | attacked him with an
axe. That's when he took me to the social work department and told them that
he couldn’t cope with me and | was taken out of the family home and put into
care.

Page 2 of 30



10.

11.

12,

WIT.001.001.0815

Blairvadoch Children’s Home, Helensburgh

It was Christine Hughes the social worker who initially took me to an emergency

placement at Blairvadoch Children’s Home in Helensburgh where | stayed for
about a week. | don’t remember much about my time there

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

After | had been at Blairvadoch for about a week a different social worker came

and said that it was time for me to go and initially they said that | was going
home, but | wasn’t. | was taken to Flemington House. | did get taken to my dad’s
house on the way there so that | could collect my favourite teddy bear and my
clothes. | was initially at Flemington House voluntarily, but at some point when |

was there it became formal under a Section 44(1) (b) supervision order.

Flemington House, Glasgow Road, Uddingston

Secondary Institutions - to be published later
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Leaving Flemington House

| was not sure why | was moved from Flemington house, but | have found out

recently it was when | was fourteen and a half years old sty
Secondary Institutions - to be published later
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All of a sudden | was sent to Cardross Assessment Centre not long after the
I think it may have been the result of a children’s panel and |
think the idea was that they would decide where | would go, although | don’t
remember going to a children’s panel. | was only supposed to be at Cardoss for
six to eight weeks but ended up staying there for three months.

Cardross Assessment Centre, Dumbarton

Cardross Assessment Centre was a big building built in different sections. |
think there were maybe six units. | only really got to know my own unit. There
was a main room with chairs in the middle, a television and bedrooms off this
room, kind of like a prison set up. There were about ten people in my unit and |
had my own room. There was a big canteen but | don't think | ever went to it
and just ate in my unit. Most children were high school age.

| remember there was a girl, - came to our unit for a while and she was
taken out every night down to the basement or to the shower block and she
was screaming. It would echo through the building. | remember questioning it
and they said she had nightmares so she was taken down there so she didn’t
disturb the other children.

Leisure Time

We couldn’t buzz gas or anything like that at Cardross but staff would take us to
the shop at the bottom of the road sometimes. We weren’t allowed to go on our

own.
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Visits / inspections

48. Sometimes we were allowed visitors but they weren't allowed into the actual

unit. | was allowed home some weekends and | remember | was allowed out for

my randrather’s funera

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Self -harming

49. | remember | took an overdose once after | had been to visit my dad._

taken to hospital.
Discipline

50. If you were bad at Cardross the punishment was that all the posters were
removed from your wall all my clothes and my teddy were taken away, leaving
me only with my pyjamas and a mattress on the floor. You weren’t allowed out
of your room.

Loaningdale List D School, Biggar

51. | moved to Loaningdale when | was fourteen and left when | was fifteen and a
half. Again | think it was a decision made at a children’s hearing that | got
moved. Initially | was supposed to be going to another all girls home but my dad

saw there were a couple of girls going who | knew from Clydebank and he said
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he didn’t want me to be there so | went to Loaningdale . it was all because |

wasn't going to school.

Loaningdale was run by the council and was divided into two sides, a girl’s side
and a boy’s side and there was also a big house which is where the manager’s
office was and other different rooms. There was a yard attached with a school.
And it was all was set in its own grounds. Part of it was an older building but |
am not sure why it was built or what it was before a home. It was designed for
children between the ages of twelve to sixteen years old. There were twenty
children there initially but this decreased towards the end when it was closing. It
was mixed with boys and girls but for sleeping there were boys on one side and
girls on the other in different dorms. The rooms were either single, double or
some with four beds. Children were there from Edinburgh and Glasgow and all
over Scotland.

There were day staff there just for the schooling and there were day care staff
and night staff. Two members of staff lived on the grounds. One was a woman

who lived with her husband and kids in a house not attached to the home. The

other was a man, who lived in a f[at_

Il When | first arrived there was an older man R out he was retiring.

He was Irish and staff didn’t like him_
|

Life in Care - Loaningdale
First day

| can’t remember the name of the woman who took me to Loaningdale but |
remember being terrified when | arrived there. | was put in a bedroom with a girl
called [Jjfjand she just sat in the window sill and rocked backwards and
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Leisure time

Secondary Institutions - to be published lat

It wasn't as easy at Loaningdale to get gas,
drugs or alcohol but we were still wild. There was some sex going on and |

think we all knew it was happening. | am not sure if the staff knew.
Running away

The doors at Loaningdale weren't locked and you could just walk out. You
weren’t supposed to walk out but we did go out sometimes to the nearby town.
One time it wasn't that | ran away it was just that | didn’t go back. | was too
scared to go back because | was frightened of another girl in the home. On that
Monday morning we were waiting at St Enoch’s shopping centre in Glasgow to
get picked up and taken back to Loaningdale when | met a couple of boys that |
knew so we decided to all run away together and we went to Beith in Ayrshire.

Later | got drunk and passed out and slept in a school. The next thing I knew |
got woken up by the police and the fire service because a different part of the
school had been set on fire. | spent the next four days at Greenock police
station in a cell. | was only fifteen at the time. My dad and my Granny got to
visit me in the police station and my granny insisted that | get seen by a
medical person and that | get clothes and a blanket. | wasn't really treated very
well until my granny came to see me. | went to Kilmarnock Sheriff court and
from there | was taken to Kerelaw Secure Unit for a week.

Abuse - Loaningdale

One of the staff,, but we just called him, lived in a flat
B < ould take different boys and girls into his flat

apparently to do arts and crafts. One time | was in his house and | can’t

remember why but when | went into the room a boy ||| ¢
were both rustling and adjusting the front of their trousers.-was
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upset and was fixing the front of his trousers.was doing the same and
he was flustered. | can’t say that | saw their private parts but they jumped and
were sorting themselves and there is no doubt that some sexual act had taken
place. It was the same as | had seen with my dad and my sister. There were
other children there, a girl fjand another girl was || v ose
dad was a policeman and her mum was a social worker. | never spoke to them
later about it or asked what had happened, but | knew-was scared so |
told her not to go back into his flat. [Jjwas probably the same age as me.

After that | remember-and _went out and a boy set
’ s shed on fire. [ said something like ‘can’t abuse us now" or

'can’t take us in there now”.

Loaningdale was a joke of a place and staff were too busy dealing with their
own relationships but Mr Whiteside was really nice. Even when | went to Hill
Park children’s home | wrote him a letter and he wrote back to me. There was
nothing untoward against him.

Leaving Loaningdale

| was one of the last children to leave Loaningdale as the place was getting
shut down. The staff told us it was apparently because a petition had gone
round the town because we were so wild and unruly. Leading up to that there
were a lot of inspectors coming in and out but | don’t really know who they
were.

Kerelaw Secure Unit, Stevenson, Ayrshire

| was sent to Kerelaw after | appeared at Kilimarnock Sheriff Court for breaking
into the school. | was only at Kerelaw for a week. When | was at Kerelaw I-
o t | put it all down to what happened at home with my dad. Nothing in

Page 18 of 30



72.

73.

74.

WIT.001.001.0831

particular happened when | was at Kerelaw that | want to tell you about but |
was just really scared in there. The staff weren'’t very nice to me because some
of them had family or relations whose children went to the school that was burnt
down. Bill Whiteside from Loaningdale wrote a letter saying | could go back to
Loaningdale.

Hill Park Children’s Home, Clydebank

| went back to Loaningdale for a while but it was closing down and | was asked

if | wanted to go home to my dad but | told them | didn’t. | was fifteen by that

time and | was sent to Hill Park children’s home.
it was to send me there but | was still under the supervision order. | think,
because Loaningdale was getting shut down, Hill Park was the best option.

Secondary Institutions - to be published later
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pregnant at seventeen. The social work department also helped me get a

council flat and furniture so | could move in with my partner. | think by then |

was mentally ill because of everything that had gone on.

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Reporting of abuse - Committed by my father

The first time | really told anybody about the abuse from my father was to a
social worker when she came to the house before | went into care. | told the
social worker that | thought | may have been pregnant and if | was it was
because my father had raped me. | was twelve at the time. Christine was the
social worker and | think she believed me at the time but there was nothing to
back it up. | backtracked later on and told them that it didn’t happen. | never said
anything more about it and | was left at home.

_I then told my social worker Christine. Christine

believed what | told her about the physical, mental and sexual abuse at the
hands of my father but nothing ever happened. We had a meeting but my dad
just denied it all. | told them the full extent of what | have told you and
afterwards | seem to remember two members of staff came with me to my dad’s
house.

After | reported what was going on at home both my sisters were taken into
another care home and they were interviewed but denied anything had
happened. Because there was no other evidence they were returned home to
my dad. | told my mum when | was in Spain about what was happening at

Flemington and at home but she didn’t believed it all happened.

| continued to visit my dad at his house and sometimes || JJil§ my friend,
came with me. We walked into the house one time and he had been doing
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something to my sister. He was sorting his trousers together. ||| N

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

My dad denied it and | stopped visiting him and refused to go home. | did start

to go back after a while, maybe every second weekend and it was fairly normal
in the house and he just acted like he was a great man. | thought it had stopped
with my sisters but they have told me recently that it carried on the whole time.
One time when | was home my dad had a girlfriend there and for no reason he
got up and punched her on the face. He told me that if | didn’t shut up | would
get the same thing. That was never reported.

I'had told Christine Hughes my social worker ||| NG
I | 2/ways told her about things that were going on at

home and she believed me but she said there was nothing she could do
because there was no evidence.

| am not sure when the section 44(1) (b) order came into force but it was
granted because | refused to go to school and was unruly. There was no
condition about contact with my father. | continued to go home because |
wanted to see my sisters. My dad would only let me see my sisters if he was
there.

At church | used to tell the priest in confession what my dad had done. | know it
was Father Quinn. My dad had cottoned on to it and another priest used to
come out to the house, Father Bradburn, but dad would frighten us and tell us
that god was watching us and that it was god that was making him do these
things to us.
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Reporting of abuse - Cardross and Loaningdale

There was a man at Cardross, Bill Torrance, he was a key worker and |
remember | told him about the abuse by my father, and getting abandoned by

my mum.

| told staff at Cardross and Loaningdale about the abuse by my father but no
one ever took me seriously. | stopped telling them because no one was listening
and | didn’t see any point. All the staff at Loaningdale would have been aware
about the abuse | was suffering from my dad
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Impact — general

| am not sure who | apportion most of the impact on my life to. My dad is at the
forefront of my mind just now because this is all going on just now with the
police. The care side, very much so because | still didn’t learn how to trust
anybody | don't really talk about it
very much and | have never really told many people about that. | feel like |
wasn’t safe anywhere, nowhere, so a lot of what went on in the care system,
maybe | didn’t take much heed at the time but now thinking about it now as an
adult it really fries my brain.

| think about things that happened to me all the time. | think about my dad, my
mum, and the whole care system, and | think about what happened to me |
Bk when | ran away at Loaningdale. | didn’t think about it much as a
youngster but looking back now what happened to me was so wrong. The way |
was treated in care and the way we treated each other was all wrong. | don’t
think about it quite as much now but it is always there, every day, at some point
in the day and it is always at the back of my mind.

There are probably heaps of other things | haven’t told you about that just come
in and out my mind but nothing specific. | think it is a combination of both but
when | got out of my father's home that was good | was out, but the care side
didn’t take me on at all. Even after me and [Jihad told them about us
catching my dad abusing my sister they still let me go back there and they still
let me take my friend back there. They still let my dad come to visit even though
| was cutting myself and | remember my dad buying me stuff for Christmas and
| smashed it all up and cut myself, yet they still let him come and visit. We were
never kept safe in any way and that’s the way | feel. | don’t know if | have ever
felt safe to be fair, but maybe | do now because my boys are older and they are
good boys who will look after me. Now I've got-as well and she is
probably the first person | have ever trusted in my life.
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If a child ever told me they were in care and this was going on or if it was
happening in their home, | don’t know if | would advise them to come forward or
not. It is a horrendous thing to go through, to sit and tell people and then they
don’t take any heed of it.

| wouldn't say anything drastic really happened to me in care that was abnormal

compre o vhatves ot rome
, and a lot that happened to me was when | was under a

supervision order. Why did they allow me to be missing all these days, and |
was only up the road? At Loaningdale, | can’t be one hundred per-cent, but |
know there was something not right there, so | just feel like the whole system is
rubbish.

Everything has had an impact on my life. | think maybe when | got out of my
dad’s house | thought that was great because they would now look after my two
sisters but obviously they didn’t do that. They didn’t look after me either and it
just got worse and worse so there was no way that my older sister was going to
come forward and say this was going on, because she had seen what was
going on in the home | was in. There was no way she was going to allow my
little sister to get taken into care as she was only maybe six years old, that’s
why she didn’t speak up at the start.

Secondary Institutions - to be published later
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Other action taken

It was only last year that my friend -told me about the Scottish Child
Abuse Inquiry and she suggested | contact you. | phoned and I gave a lot of
details to the lady on the phone. As a result the information | gave was passed
to the police and the police are making enquiry into my dad. | think they have
uncovered quite a lot because my sisters have now spoken up. The police and
the procurator fiscal’s office have told us that other stuff has come to light that
they cannot discuss for legal reasons. | am grateful to the inquiry for passing
the information on to the police for me and that now something is actually

getting done.

Treatment / Support

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

| am now off heroin but still using methadone just now. | am on
antidepressants, and sedatives and they are going to start me on a new type of
medication soon for my Hepatitis C. | don’t drink or take any other drugs which
may adversely affect it.

| went for counselling about what happened with my dad but it just left me very
angry. | still have a community psychiatric nurse who | see once a fortnight, and
have previously had acupuncture. | also saw a psychologist but | stopped
because there were too many other things going on. | see a psychiatrist once a
month. | am also seeing a specialist in Neurology following my breakdown. |
think the best help and support that | get are from the community psychiatric
nurse and the psychiatrist, and my friend -who | see or speak to every
day, sometimes twice a day.
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Lessons to be learned

| would like to think that not just anybody can work in any of these care homes.
| think the disclosures really don’t mean anything. One thing | would like to see
is more inspections of care homes, but then again | wouldn’t trust that they
would actually get done.

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

There should also be somebody outside the children’s home who can speak to
the child to check on their welfare and also give the child somebody they can
speak to and confide in.

Records

My social work records are currently held by the police who got them following

my recent report to them Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

At this stage | would like to remain anonymous in this process. | would be

willing to attend to give oral evidence if required in the future

I have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the
evidence to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are
true.

GDH
SIeTal=ol
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