










































































Q. Okay. Thank you.

If we can look at page 9 in this document, please.
Scrolling down to the foot, Dr Guthrie's Girls' School
logbook, and over to the far right-hand side --

LADY SMITH: This is for 1971 to 1973; is that correct?
MR SHELDON: That's right, my Lady.
LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MR SHELDON: There are various entries there in relation to
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a or Mr and I think, scrolling down, we see

there are various complaints against him.
Mm~-hmm.
I think you found some records about that episode or
chapter.
That's the only case of specific names that I was given
to particularly look out for -- was relating to this
gardener and the four girls that complained about him.
So that's why I concentrated on that particular
incident.
All right.

You weren't asked to look into an individual called
Pountney -?
No, I was never given those specific names. If I found
information, it was just because I was looking in
a general sense.

All right. Sure. Again, we can look at the records in
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relation to and Mr Pountney later on.

So, if we put that aside -- and that gives us
an idea of the breadth of the records that you looked
at, Alison. And if we can look, please, at a document
DRG.001.001.0049.

I think we see, first of all, that's a letter to the
Inquiry, to Lady Smith, dated 29 September 2017. This
is the heading -- it's headed:

'Answers to sections C to D.'

As I think you now know, the A to D and indeed the C
to D, are our term for reports given to the Inquiry that
are sought by the Inquiry from various individuals and
organisations.

The C to D covers, in particular, matters relating
to abuse and alleged abuse. If we just look briefly at
the letter, in the first paragraph we are told:

'As previously advised Dr Guthrie's schools closed
in 1986 and the association has no contact with any of
those involved in running the schools. 1In order to be
able to respond to sections C to D of the Inquiry, we
employed a researcher to review the school's minutes,
which are principally head in the National Records
Office.'

The letter goes on to narrate some matters that the

researcher talked about.
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But it noted there was a change in recording minutes
after the Pountney investigation at the boys' school.
Previously headmaster reports on the schools were
presented to the general purposes committee,
subsequently this was changed to a different committee
reporting system.

If we look at page 36, please, of this document,
towards the top there, again, this is under the
heading -- I'm sorry, I should have taken you to it:

'Known abusers at the establishment.

'Does the organisation know of specific abusers?'.

And the school names two individuals there, Mr

and Mr Pountney; do you see that?

LADY SMITH: Which question are you addressing here?

MR SHELDON: I'm sorry, my Lady, this is question 5.8.

Moving on, of course, to the other headings of the
guestion.

So the organisation does know of alleged abusers.
If so, what are the names of the alleged abusers? There
is mention of investigation into a Mr at the girls'
school and a Mr Pountney, teacher at the boys' school.

I think you'wve told us that Mr was someone
whose name you came across in your research?
Yes.

But Mr Pountney was not; i1s that correct?
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Well, LaMl' was a name I was given by the solicitors,
so I knew to particularly look for information. If

I also found information relating to Pountney, it would
have been because I was looking for anything that was
indicative of abuse and -- but I hadn't known his name
beforehand, so I didn't know to particularly look for
him.

All right.

I think if we move on to page 38, please, we see,
right at the top of the page, the gquestion:

'What was the form of response, eg apology, redress
and so on?'.

And the response is:

'Not known. Although the police and Procurator
Fiscal were notified about Mr .‘

If we go to page 39, please, at the foot of that
page -- this i1s under the heading 'Crown':

'To what extent has the Crown raised proceedings in
respect of allegations of abuse?'.

And we are told the minutes of October 1982 stated
that Mr Pountney might be brought before the Sheriff in
Arbroath:

'But we do not know whether this was related to the
allegations made about him, although it would appear to

be likely from the minutes.'
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So, again, there is a focus on Mr and
Mr Pountney in this connection.

My Lady, I can say that at a late stage the Crown
contacted the Inquiry to say that an individual was
convicted in 1983 of sexual offences and his name was
Pountney- That was at Livingston, my Lady.

LADY SMITH: It looks as though they only searched in Forfar
at this time.

MR SHELDON: Yes. We have of course asked for the papers in
relation to that prosecution, but they have not -- this
was only last week, my Lady, and the papers haven't yet
been forthcoming.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MR SHELDON: But that will be attended to.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MR SHELDON: So, Alison, thank you for that.

I appreciate that you only saw this document, the A
to D, this morning and there's perhaps a limit to what
you can tell us about it. But it's helpful to know that
your material wasn't part of the input for this
document.

A. I don't think so. The way it's worded, they seem to
very much have concentrated on looking at the minutes,
whereas obviously I was looking at everything else as

well. The logbooks were often a more informative source
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Inspector Murphy. In the second paragraph, five lines
down, I think we see that he says:
'On my entry in 1950, my first main task was to

secure, against the wishes of the managers, the

dismissal from Dr Guthrie's Girls' School of
L whose 20 years of service had been marked by
sadistic cruelty and many other irregularities which had

brought such misery to two decades of girls.'

So, if the inspector is right about that, and he's

fair in his characterisation of GakM

SNR the school, then it perhaps casts the 1931

entry in a slightly different light; would that be fair
to say?
That would be fair to say.

I don't know if it's relevant, I did ask for some
pages from that minute book to be scanned and sent
relating to the treatment of a particular girl in
May 1931. I don't know whether you have those?

I don't think we do. But we'll certainly check, Alison.
Thank you for that.

Next record, please, DGS-000001066.

I think we can see this is a minute of a meeting of
the Educational Committee, April 1953. Under the
heading 'Boys' school', there is a reference to

a teacher. The secretary submitted letters from
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On the 10th, the doctor examined all boys who
alleged assault and reported the matter to
HMI McPherson, who made an investigation. One of the
teachers was then charged with assault at -- I think --

is that 5.00 pm?

LADY SMITH: Five something in the afternoon. Yes, it looks

like 5.00 pm, vyes.

MR SHELDON: The entry for 17th, the police interviewed,

I think, two boys re statements in Dumfries alleging
assault by the same person.

If we go to 427, please, DGS-000000427, and this
appears, I think, to be September, October. We have

looked at this before.

LADY SMITH: We have been to this page before.

MR SHELDON: Yes. DGS-000000426.

Yes, this is October 1959. On 19th, we see an entry
to the effect that the inspector of police visited
school and showed headmaster preliminary draft of his
report. In the case of one of the teachers we have just
been hearing about, Mr the draft report, which
was for the information of the police, indicated that
there was no evidence to support a charge of assault
against him, and that seems to have been conveyed to --
I think that's the boy. Perhaps not clear. Then, on

next entry, for 25 October --
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another.

MR SHELDON: Yes.

Next please, DGS-00000114e6.

This is an entry for 15 October 1961. The date is
quite difficult to make out, but the l4th is quite
clear. It's the 15th we're looking at.

We see there that a particular boy made allegations
of assault against -- very difficult to read, but I
think it's possibly Mr

Perhaps you're better qualified --

You want me to read it:

'[Blank] ... Made allegations of assault against
the teacher.'

It's hard. I was Jjust scanning it quickly:

'I have investigated these and find some substance
in them.'

Perhaps it's:

YBUE. s

Something -- or possibly it goes over to the next
line and something 'denial has been made' by the
teacher:

'Blank is a ..."

LADY SMITH: Firm denial, maybe?

MR SHELDON: Yes.

'Insolent and disobedient boy and I have made it clear
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LADY SMITH: Who is the complainer and who is the accused?

A. I could tell you the name if you want me to.

LADY SMITH: You can tell me here, because names -- some
names are not to be repeated outside here.

Who is it?
With the redactions it could be either way. The
reading is ambiguous.

MR SHELDON: One of the names is a Mr the second
of the two. But I can't read the first one. I think it
night be R ' ldy-

LADY SMITH: Oh right. It could give the role:

Mr So-and-so.

A. Called to school made against
-

LADY SMITH: Right. That's it. Thank you.

MR SHELDON: We are told that HM interviewed girls. Then
staff involved or present, including Mr and
concluded that there had been premeditated collusion on
part of the group of girls. Individual questioning

produced varying accounts. Mr HSB appeared to be
in a situation which called for immediate action on the
part of the -- not sure what that is.

A. 'Senior responsible staff member'.

Q. Yes, that will be it.

A. 'This he did to my satisfaction.’
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Yes. So the head seems to be approving of what was done
here. There's no detail of the assault which was
alleged, but rather the events leading up to it.

DGS-000000438.

This is an entry for 20 October 1977. Again, this
is quite difficult to read, certainly I find it so. But
it seems that a particular person -- not clear if it was
a boy -- was interviewed by the headmaster, with
Mr Mackey, Mr Rawlson present. It would appear that --
yes, it's a boy -- had made a false statement to his
parents that he had been detained all night in the
visitors' room, following an incident involving =--
again, very difficult to make out. Mr pcssibly,
night watchman, during evening activities.

This appears to be the parent of the boy, who I
won't name. Accepted that he had been visited by his
son and stated that he had approached St Andrew's House
under pressure from his wife. So there appears to have

been a complaint, straight to SED, my Lady.

LADY SMITH: Yes.

MR SHELDON: Further disclosed that he was satisfied by the

school --
The school's care of his sons.
Yes. And wanted the son to have an opportunity to

attend on a daily basis, if that became possible,
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because he couldn't get in anywhere else.

The interview, we're told, clearly demonstrated the
manipulative and strongly anti-authority attitude of the
parents. So, again, there seems to be a judgment being
made about the incident, because of the nature of the
people involved. Or the perceived nature, I should say.

DGS-000000439, please. This is an entry relating to
16 November 1983. Yes, this is, I think, three lines
down, a particular boy reported that ,
handyman, had grasped him painfully by the lower lip:

‘Mrcame himself to the office to report the
incident this morning.'

Is that 'I reminded him'?

Mm-—hmm.
I think it could be: I reminded him that he had
previously been given ...

Sorry: I had previously given him a specific verbal
warning that physical ...

Can you read that? Physical something?

'Physical responses to misbehaviour were inappropriate
and would not be tolerated.'

'I also informed him that I was now formally warning him
that should there be any further incident of a like
nature, I would immediately suspend him from duty and

that the probable discussion of the school's managers
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should be dismissal.'
Decision.
Sorry, decision.
Again, there is a reference to a report going in the
leog.
My Lady, I've gone to that record particularly
because there are applicant reports specifically about

that type of behaviour.

LADY SMITH: I think that also links to the man's nickname,

doesn't 1it?

MR SHELDON: Indeed, yes.

Moving on to a different heading, this is entries in
relation to Mr and of course I think you came
across a number of entries about him.

Yes.

I won't go through all these. There is really gquite
a range. The entries all -- the relevant entries
certainly being late September, early October 1972.

I just want to take you to two or three of these
records. The first is DGS-000001571. Just to note
an entry for 25th, this is October:

'Record of the board of managers, general purposes
meeting in the offices of Scott Moncrieff. Proposed
action in regard to Mr endorsed.‘

'HM', headmaster or mistress, whichever it was at that
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point.
'Outlined situation to superintendent.’

I think that's Smail at county police station,
Dalkeith:

'After due consideration advised that the
information be laid before the Procurator Fiscal.'.

This was to be done by a particular member of staff.

If we can go to the next entry or record, which is
DGS-000001573, please, entry for 27 October, there is
a reference there to two absconders, which we're not
concerned with.

But, again, three lines down, emergency meeting of
headmaster, Mr Guthrie, and Mr Skinner, to consider
statements made by two girls, alleging behaviour and
conversation of a lewd nature by Mr, gardener.

This is a recurrence of the events recorded on
2 October 1972 and thereafter:

'Mr interviewed at this time and both girls
asked to restate allegations in front of him. He denied
having acted in this way. Following further discussion
Mrresigned and handed over his keys.'

Mm-—hmm.
So, again, my Lady, an example. This is a relatively
late example of children having to, as it were, face the

person that they're accusing.
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LADY SMITH: Yes.

MR SHELDON: There is a minuting of the resignation. But,
if we can go finally in this connection to
DGS-000001589. 1It's the entry for -- we think this is
16 February 1973.

LADY SMITH: This has an asterisk on it.

MR SHELDON: Yes.

There is a reference to a particular girl being
probably pregnant. But, again, three lines down, one of
the girls involved in the incidents, there is
an entry:

'Also seen by doctor in fear of pregnancy following
involvement in garden incidents.'

So it appears that there was at least a possibility
that these incidents had resulted in a pregnancy.

A. Is there doubt about the date of that? I mean, I can
give you the date. We're up to 1973 at this point.

Q. Well, perhaps let's double check it, yes. That's
certainly the date that I had.

LADY SMITH: We think it is, but do you have a clearer date?

MR SHELDON: In you've --

A. It's 16 February. If it's -- the following involvement,
it's 16 February 1973.

LADY SMITH: It is 1973.

MR SHELDON: Thank you.
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LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MR SHELDON: So next record, please, is moving on to
a different topic and a different alleged abuser.

LADY SMITH: Just to sort of link up the dates, so Mr
resigned in October 1972.

MR SHELDON: And this is --

LADY SMITH: Then this is February 1973, just four months or
so later.

MR SHELDON: Yes.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MR SHELDON: So the dates, I suppose, could fit.

LADY SMITH: Could fit.

MR SHELDON: Could fit.

So the next record is DGS-000003006.
Now, this 1s another one which is -- certainly
I found rather difficult to read.

LADY SMITH: We're in 1982 now, are we?

MR SHELDON: We're into 1982 and the first entry is --
18 March 1982.

LADY SMITH: There we are. That's it.

MR SHELDON: As best I can make that out -- and again if you
feel you can help Alison just jump in -- the school
attendance officer at Cowdenbeath contacted Mr Mackey,
presumably at the school. He was concerned at --

concerned, I think, to check the non-attendance of
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LADY SMITH: And a boy's mother and social worker.

MR SHELDON: And the social worker, to learn from them what

A.

he now alleges occurred during visits with Mr Pountney.
As a result of this meeting, informed, I think, the
headmaster that further investigations were necessary
and that in his opinion Mr Pountney, currently on sick
leave, should be suspended. So --

On full pay, pending --

LADY SMITH: Yes.

MR SHELDON: Indeed. Thank you for that. Page 6, line 7 --

actually, can you read from line 6, Alison? If you can
make that out.
'Had interviewed ... [somebody] in the presence of his
mother. Mr and Mrfor this school that
certain allegations had been made.'.

That:

'Some appeared to be confirmed by another boy. I
informed Mr ... that he was suspended from duty

immediately pending investigation of the allegations and

Mr would accompany him to collect any private
possessions he might have in school. I also reminded

him that he had resigned his post from 31 July and that
his resignation would remain effective unless he chose
to advance the date out of consideration for children,

colleagues and school.'
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A.

final strait.

If we can look, please, in relation to another
teacher, a Mr (I} DGs-000002648.

It's an entry for 22 August 1974. We're told that
Mr Keddie informed the headmaster of an incident which
had occurred between Mr teacher, and a pupil on
Wednesday, 14 August. Headmaster informed Mr Guthrie,
the chair, by telephone, that he was investigating that
information presently available indicated a serious
error on part of ..."'.

Is that 'serious error'?
'Serious error', yes.
On the part of Mr I think there must be another
member of the board -- was also informed and the
headmaster interviewed the teacher.

If we look at the next entry for 23 August,
Mr Keddie reported an incident between the same teacher
and another pupil had occurred. Is that 'shortly after
boys'?

'Shortly after boys had risen' perhaps.

LADY SMITH: It looks like it, doesn't it?

A.

Hasn't got out of bed.

MR SHELDON: At that time, the night supervisor was not

available. The entry then runs out, my Lady, and we

don't know what the result of that was.
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LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MR SHELDON: But if we look at DGS-000002653, please. This

is on the first of the two pages there, an entry for
25 April 1975, and we see that there's a report that

a number of boys had made a complaint against their
class teacher, Mr . I think that's 'with him was
another boy', possibly:

'T looked at a small cut on one of the boys' lip,
but he was not bleeding. I later saw the boys named and
from them learned that a sustained and lengthy
deliberate period of provocation had taken place which
culminated in a !

Can you read that Alison: in a disorderly and
disobedient group?

'Disorderly and disobedient', yeah, among which somebody
took a leading part.

So the suggestion seems to be that an incident had taken
place.

If we look at the continuation on next page, about
six lines down, the suggestion that the boy had made
much of the bleeding, so clearly had been bleeding. Can
you read the next word?

'Alarmed the others who crowded round and were in turn
pushed back into their seats.'

‘Mr when interviewed, both gave details of the
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considerable provocation he had suffered and agreed to
the basis of the boy's complaint while asserting that
his class's conduct ...'

'... had reached a point where he had to physically put
several in their place.'

So, as it were, reading between the lines, it seems that
there was an incident where the boy was struck.

There is then a group of boys apparently concerned
about their friend, their classmate, and they are then
pushed back into their seats by, presumably, by
v [

Finally on this particular teacher, DGS-000000412.
This is an entry for 7 September 1977, and we see the
entry:

'Following an incident in class between [the
teacher] Mr and a pupil, it became apparent
that: . .."

Can you read that?

I want it to say 'abnormal', but I'm not sure. Or

an 'observed build-up of pressure and strain'.

Had --

'Observed', yeah.

And then 'caused Mr '?

'Had rendered Mrunfit to work. Any attempt to

accede to his desire to ...'.
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"ot == Ywould'! ==
The next page may give that some context.

'Desire to continue would place both', yeah.
The continuation page is DGS-000000420:

'Would put [I think] Mr [JiJand his pupils at
risk, there being no further additional means of support
available to relieve the situation.'

Then something referred to Mr family doctor:

'Confirmed the school's opinion and Mrhas
since been sent on sick leave which is likely to be of
lengthy duration. The boy's mother is aware of the
incident, of which a report is available and will be
submitted to the meeting of the house committee.'

Again, we're not given very much detail about the
incident, my Lady, but it again seems to have been quite

a serious one, given what's being said about it.

LADY SMITH: Alison, do you recall finding out what was the

full extent of the house committee's remit? We have
seen it referred to a few times.

When I was describing the contents of the minute books,
do I actually say what the -- I don't think I actually
say what the remit of each committee was. I list which
committees are listed in the minute books, but I don't

actually say their remit, no.

LADY SMITH: Okay. We can no doubt explore that further
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with somebody else.

I've seen it relating perhaps to the buildings, but

then this is nothing to do with the buildings if it's

the house committee needing to know about a particular

member of staff.

MR SHELDON: My Lady, I'm moving on to a different heading.

There's not a lot of references still to go, but

certainly enough for perhaps 15 minutes.

LADY SMITH: Well, I think we should stop now.

A. The letter from 2017 mentions the house committee's

remit, because they did a bit more on the minutes than I

obviously did.

LADY SMITH: 1I'll check that.

Alison, I'll stop now for the lunch break and sit

again at 2 o'clock. We can pick up the rest of your

evidence, which I'm assured won't take too long.

Before I rise, those who have been following this

phase of hearings will know that there are a lot of

names being used in this room in the course of evidence

for convenience, but they are in respect of people whose

identities are protected by my General Restriction Order

and we have four from this morning who fall into that

category, Mr Mr Pountney, although he may no

longer, if we're right about the conviction that we

think we have uncovered, be on the list,
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So that's it for just now and I'1ll sit again at
2 o'clock.
(12.59 pm)
(The luncheon adjournment)
(2.00 pm)
LADY SMITH: Are you ready for us to carry on, Alison?
A. Yes.
LADY SMITH: Thank you.
Mr Sheldon.
MR SHELDCN: Thank you, my Lady.

As I indicated before lunch, there isn't a great
deal further to go with these records, but I'd like to
take you, Alison, through some records about restraint
and segregation.

First of all, it's DGS-000002498.

I think we can see this 1s an excerpt from
a logbook --

A. Yes, it looks like it.

Q. -- or a diary, for December 1961 into January 1962.
I think we can see, right at the top of that page, that
a particular girl -- and it is girls in this case --
allowed out for lunch as it was Christmas Day, from then
was in circulation daily, but slept in detention from

8.00 pm.
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matter.

MR SHELDON: It certainly seems that way, my Lady. It seems
to be, on the face of it, entirely open ended.

LADY SMITH: Yes.

MR SHELDON: Just really, I think, two more of these to go.

DGS-000001606. This, we think, is 1 June. 1It's
from the 1980 to 1986 set of logbooks, but not clear
precisely when. My recollection is that this
handwriting is typical of entries from the early 1980s;
is that right?

A. Yes. Up to when the school closed, that's right.

Q. Towards the bottom of the page, it's about nine lines
from the bottom -- sorry, the context is a little higher
up than that. There is a paragraph that starts with
a redaction.

A. So she's physically aggressive in-house on:

'Required physical restraint and removal by Ms
and Mrs Denham today, after she aggressively refused
dress as for day school and ...'.

I don't know what that says:

'... and was impeded from absconding by Ms,
attacked HM and under restraint and, with difficulty,
again removed to segregation. Arrangements made
immediately for girl's removal by social worker.'

Q. And going on with that:

84





















10

11

12

13

14

1:5

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

dormitory. I was in Jeffrey. Each house had a captain,
a vice captain and two monitors.

'There were more boys in there than Larchgrove. The
boys in there aged from ten to 13 years old. There were
twins from Aberdeen in there [and he names them] and
there were boys from Dundee.'.

And he names that boy, too. He also names another
boy who is from Wick. He says —-- someone he describes
as a 'wee coloured boy' who was in there as well. He
says he had a friend in there who was from Possilpark,
who was in because his parents were alcoholics. He
describes him and says:

'He was a great wee guy and there were boys in there
from all over.

'There was a girls' school at Dr Guthrie's, but they
were in a different building. They were up in Liberton
and we never had anything to do with them.'

He then goes on to talk about staff from
paragraph 35 and he names some of the staff and
describes them. I'll go through that, my Lady, to set
out who was there at that time:

'Mr was of the place for
a while. He died of a heart attack a year or 15 months
after I went there. Mrwas
There were educational teachers in the
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school and then there were staff who looked after us

after school and some who did both.

'Mr was a teacher and took_
-, known as-. He was also one of and

would sometimes Miss Jack was

an educational teacher who taught the boys who weren't
very good at reading or writing. She would also come
away to summer camps with us. Mrwas also
educational, but would come away to summer camps.

'Mr Herron was the carpentry teacher who came in
from outside to teach us during school hours. He didn't

have access to our dormitories or anything.

'"There was Mr the science teacher, who
passed away and was replaced with Mr who had

fought in the war in Burma.

§ GHZ taught us wrestling. There was a
painter and decorator called Mr who was

nicknamed ", who also taught us judo.

I'm unsure what exactly his role in the place was meant

to be. He was a big guy.

"There was Kl , who was the physical

"

training guy. We called him "[Sle because

he had been shot in the bum in the war. Mr
was the gardener. His name was

'There was a night watchman, Mr '
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He then goes on to talk about his routine at
Dr Guthrie's from paragraph 41:

'We got up in the morning about 7.00 am. We were
woken up by the night watchman Mr He would put
the lights on to get everyone up and then go off his
shift.

'We would get up, strip the bed down, get our shoes
on, run downstairs and run around the football pitch
once, still in our jammies. We then went straight to
the swimming pool, took our shoes and pyjamas off and
got into the pool toc swim a length of the pool, naked.

I was okay because I could swim before I got there, but
some boys struggled.

'We got out of the pool, put our pyjamas and shoes
back on, went back upstairs to the dormitory and made
our beds. Then we got dressed and went down to the
dining room for breakfast.

'We all lined up in the square in our school classes
and went to our classrooms. We got back into the square
for break, then back to classes. We got out at
lunchtime, had our lunch in the dining room, then played
in the square before going back to classes for the
afternoon. We got out for a bit after school again.

'During the winter we could do indoor activities

after school, like singing classes or making table
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outside to teach in classes.

‘Mrwas a wee bit belt happy. If he thought
you'd done something wrong, he would get you into his
office to belt you.

'TI really liked Mr Herron, the carpentry teacher.
He was a wee guy with glasses. He was really good.

I was good at techy drawing and making stuff. I made my
mum a wee fold-up coffee table in his class. I also
made elephant bookcases for her. Some of these were in
after school classes in the winter. I was really proud
of the things I made.

'We also learned other things, like map reading and
orienteering. This was when we went out on camping
trips, so we learned things outside of the classroom as
well.

‘was supposed to be the physical
training guy, but he just got us to play murder ball,
which was quite violent. He would just make the teams
and stand back and watch us. He was also in charge of
the swimming and pool area at all times. ©Not all the
boys who came to Dr Guthrie's could swim and was
supposed to teach them how to, but I never saw him
teaching anyone. Some boys would be holding on to the

edge for dear life. was in charge and he

would be shouting at them to get into the shallow end.
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It was about six feet at the deep end, so it was quite
deep.

'There were adult men that would come into the pool
area who I never recognised. They would be dressed in
tennis whites and the gym was next to the pool, so maybe
they were going to play badminton after. They would

come into the pool area and talk to as

boys were running about naked. It was weird.

'Mr taught us wrestling and Mrtaught
us judo. had a big, proper judo suit and so did
the boys.'

Then he talks about leisure time, from paragraph 62:

'We could play in the scare during school breaks and
after school. There were playing fields nearby where we
could go and throw flying discs or play football, but we
could only go there when staff took us. We weren't
allowed to go ourselves.

'We were also taken to the gym by the staff. They
built a new gym in there while I was there.'

He then speaks about trips and holidays from
paragraph 64:

‘Mr the science teacher, took me and my pal,
- to his caravan a couple of times. It was at
River Esk in Dalkeith. It was a lovely setting. He had

a wee cigarette holder which he used to keep his
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Woodbine cigarettes dry which he had from when he was in
the war in Burma. He would give us some cigarettes too.
He was alright and felt like a grandad. I don't know if
he took other boys to the caravan. He would drive us
there and we would just be there for a couple of hours,
then he would drive us back.

'We were taken on the bus to Edinburgh to see The
Sound of Music when it came out in the cinema. That was
good.

'I learned map reading and orienteering with
Mr Keddie. He was a good teacher. We started learning
at Pentlands. We then moved up a level and did
Lammermuir Hills and the Cairngorms, which were proper
camping trips. That was good.

'During the summer holidays, all the boys would go
to North Berwick for summer camp for about six weeks.

We would sleep in tents and huts. The houses mixed with
each other more during this time. There was the usual
fighting between boys, but they were happy trips because
we had a bit more freedom. We did things like
canoeing.'

Then he talks about chores and work:

'We had to clean our own dormitories every day and

they would get inspected by a senior member of staff,

like Mr (SRS to make sure they were clean enough.
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If it wasn't, then we would have to clean the whole room
again. It was mostly always clean though because it was
cleaned every day, so never had time to get dirty.

would take a few boys out during the school
day to clean out horse stables. I don't know where they
were or who they belonged to. He took me a couple of
times a month. I would be with a few other boys. He
took different boys as well, so maybe he took boys daily
or a few times a week to clean these stables.

'When I was about ten or 11 years old,
Mrgot me and a few other boys to pick
potatoes in some farmer's fields. We did this for about
three weeks and it was during our school day, so we did
this instead of going to school.

'The farmer would come in his tractor and me and
a few boys would jump on the back and he would drive us
down to his field at Liberton Braes. He would be
ploughing the potatoes up with his tractor and we had to
go after him and pick the tatties and bag them. The
farmer would be shouting at us for not going fast
enough. We were just wee boys! It was good to get out
of the home, but it was proper labour. We stopped for
a cup of tea and our dinner and were made to get right
back at it. We got money for it which staff would keep

for you.
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'My throat was all swollen and I had to get my
tonsils out. I had to go and catch the bus myself to
Sick Kids Hospital because nobody was able to take me.'

He then talks about running away, at paragraph 87:

'The place wasn't locked up, so you could just walk
out and run away. You would probably even get a couple
of hours' grace before you were caught by the police and
brought back. I never ran away though, because it would
just cause grief for your family. The boys who ran away
were sent to Rossie Farm in Montrose, which was like
a secure unit. I knew it would be worse for me there
and that I would never get to see my family.'

He then goes on to talk about bed wetting, and
'John' says from paragraph 88 that:

'The night watchman, Mr got the bed wetters
up in the middle of the night to make them go to the
toilet so they wouldn't wet themselves. If they already
had wet the bed, he would make them get up and go have
a shower.

‘Mrwas a creepy, big guy with a red,
pock-marked face, who always wore a cardigan. He got

called [Sold by the boys behind his back. The

band, - who had brought out a record at the time
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got that nickname, whether it was from the time I was
there or from before my time there, but he never did
anything to me or anybody else I knew about.'

He then talks about abuse at Dr Guthrie's from
paragraph 90:

'There wasn't any really kind of set discipline
where you got punished this way for doing a certain
thing. Boys who wanted to go home got threatened with
their home leave being taken away and they did stop boys
from going home. Other boys who didn't want to go home
didn't get the same punishment.

'Most of the staff treated us like we were
sub-human. They thought we were just bad boys and
called the boys from Glasgow 'The Weegies and the rest
were called 'The Teuchters'.

‘Mrwould take you to his office to belt you
if he thought you did something wrong. He would make
you stand on a chair with your hand out and belt you
three or six times on the hand, but he would catch you
on the wrist. It was one of those belts that had the
tongues at the end. If he thought you'd done something
really bad he would tell you to bend over and touch your
toes and belt you six times on the bum over your
clothes. Nobody else would be in the office. If he

took more than one boy for fighting or something we
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would wait outside his office and go in one at a time to
get belted. He belted me about six times and I would
have marks on my wrists or welts on my bum or tops of my
thighs afterwards. This happened during the early
months of me being there because I soon wised up and
learned how to behave.

'I didn't likeat all. He was a big
guy and would give you a whack with a big bunch of keys.
I hated him. He was called "A4EM" because he was a big,
lumbering guy with big, fat, sausage fingers. We only
saw him when he was painting or decorating or when
taking judo. He wasn't involved in the care of the
boys.

‘would come out of his painting and
decorating place and he used to sit in the yard. Boys
used to go for a sly smoke in the toilets and if anyone
saw il coming they'd warn you because we weren't
allowed to smoke. | would sometimes come into the
toilets, line us up and smell our fingers to see if we
had been smoking.

'This one day, me and some of the boys were in the
toilets and |af came in, lined us up and smelled our
fingers. I hadn't been smoking, but he said I had been.
I said I hadn't and maybe swore. He hit me, bang, with

his hand, and I shot right through the yellow bat-wing
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doors of a cubicle. I went like a bullet into the
cubicle and whacked my knee against the toilet pan.
I think I was physically sick with the pain. I was
about 11 years old at the time and he was huge.

‘took me to the matron and told me
under no circumstances was I to tell her what happened
in the toilets. He said, "You will never mention what
happened in the ablutions". The matron wasn't that
caring. She didn't ask me what happened to my knee, but
gave me jags in the knee, which might have been
painkillers, but I don't know.

'My knee was swollen and huge after that, so I had
to go back and see her a few times. She kept giving me
jags, even when it was really swollen. Years later,

I found out from an orthopaedic surgeon that you're not
supposed to do anything to a swollen knee until the
swelling goes down.

'I wasn't the only one. I saw boys get the side of
their heads burst open by It was like
a ritual. He would just crack you willy-nilly. I knew
boys who got their head bust from him. He would carry
a big bunch of keys attached to his trousers on a chain,
like a jailor, and he'd whip it off the chain and whack
boys with them for small reasons, like if he thought you

were being boisterous. He'd usually hit you on the back
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of the hand. He'd be standing with his big painter
overalls on, with his big round head. He wasn't a nice
man at all.

‘ would use his judo classes as an excuse to
throw boys around. Some boys got it more than others.
He would do it to me and rag doll me about, even after
hurting my knee. He would pull a move on you and have
you on the floor and he'd be lying on top of you with
his whole body weight. Then he would explain to the
other boys how he had done it and that they should pay
attention as they would be doing it next. But the whole
time he was talking he would still be lying on top of
you as you struggled. He did that to some boys,
including me, like he was trying to dominate you. He
would let other boys get up straight away.

'Mr (B4 knew | hit boys. Nobody did
anything about it. Other staff would also hit boys with
the back of the hand as well.

'There was a wee boy [and he names him] in the home
who was the only coloured boy in the school. He was the
same age as me. He had a terrible time there and got
battered and bullied by the staff and the other boys and
I know it was because of his colour. He was a cracking
wee guy and I really liked him. He knew how to stick up

for himself and I would weigh in and help him too, but
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there was only so much I could do.

'Staff would threaten boys by saying they would be
sent to The Farm, which was a closed block on
Rossie Farm, where we would be locked up. It was like
a secure unit. Boys were threatened with this all the
time if staff thought you were lying about something or
being unruly.

'There were things that went on at summer camp that
you just knew didn't feel right. You would see a staff
member walking along the beach with a boy at 11.00 pm at
night, when everyone should have been in bed in their
tents. We would see Mr walking along the beach
at night with a boy or two.

"Mr [ESl was nice to me, but anybody can put on
a veneer and appear decent, so you don't know what was
going on. I also saw who took wrestling,
on the beach at night with boys.

'Some boys there were on a care order and some had
been sent there by the court, so there were two
different kinds of boys there. We were all mixed
together and you could see the strong from the weak
being separated. The boys did that themselves. There
was a wee boy

And he names him and he says they had a nickname for

him:
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'You could see right away that he was a victim. He
shouldn't have been in there.

'We were made to play really violent games, like
murder ball. It was okay for us rough-tough Glasgow
boys, but the wee soft ones got hurt.

'There were older boys hitting on younger boys,
physically and sexually. 0Older boys had gone through
puberty and looked like young men. Then you had wee
boys running around.

'Certain teachers also took stock of what was
happening and they could then pick out who the victims
were to abuse themselves.

'It was a strange phenomenon in the swimming pool.
We were all in there naked in the mornings and some boys
would be running around with erections. Some younger
boys would be holding on to the side of the pool, while
older boys would be pressed up against them.
cGic would be watching and seemed to think it was
all right, because he never stopped it. He would be
standing at a distance watching some boys getting almost
drowned by other boys and just let it happen.

'I had to intervene a few times to help my wee pal
[and he names him] who was from Possilpark. He was in

Stair House. I thought I saved him in the pool, but
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in Stair House.'.

Then he names_and _ He
says that his friend told him this happened to him and
that things weren't right in his dorm. Then he, 'John',
says:

'I think this all stemmed from the messing about in
the swimming pool.'

He then goes on to say from paragraph 110:

'T told Bill Gladstone, who ran the football team,
what did to me. I had told him I couldn't play
football after hurting my knee. He said I had been fine
days before and asked why I couldn't play. I told him
whatdid. I don't think he did anything about
it or told Mr I know that's behaviour
didn't get better.'

Then he says that he and his friend told Mr
that things were happening in Stair House, and says:

'I think we thought we could confide in him because
he was the newest member of staff.'.

He says he took him and his friend down to his
caravan with him, where he would give them Woodbine
cigarettes and he felt like a bit of a grandad.

He then names two boys who were sent away from
Dr Guthrie's, and says:

'TI think they were sent way to Rossie Farm. That
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held him back.

If I can go to paragraph 200 of his statement and
just read that part:

'T saw an orthopaedic surgeon to get my knee checked
as an adult and he asked if I had any bad impact
accidents as a child on my knee because I had a hairline
fracture the full length of my knee. I told him about
what had happened with and the toilet pan
because that was the only thing I could think of.’

He then talks about his friend from Dr Guthrie's
getting a job on the o0il rigs. Then he says:

'He thought it was okay for the first six months and
was making good money, but then he had to give it up
after a while because he felt it was weird being in
a closed space with all these other men. He told me it
felt like being at Dr Guthrie's again and so he had to
leave.'

He then goes on to say that he grew up distanced
from his siblings because he had been in care, which
broke the bond of growing up together in a house. He
comments, at paragraph 205, that this all happened to
him because he climbed into a funnel to get some heat
from the laundrette as a child.

He says that as a parent himself he placed a lot of

emphasis on education to make sure his son got the

114






10

11

12

13

14

1:5

16

1

18

19

23

24

25

afternoon so far we've used the names Mr

r—C— ]
Mr (el alsoc known as vr BN -rc
, none of these people are to be identified

outside this room.
Now, Mr Sheldon, when you are ready.

MR SHELDON: My Lady, the next read-in is from the statement
of an applicant who is known as 'John'. The reference
for the statement -- I'm so sorry, my Lady -- is
WIT-1-000000876.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

'John' (read)
MR SHELDON: 'John' gave live evidence in the 'Foster Care'
Case Study. The reference for -- it was Day 295,

14 June 2022. TRN-10-000000027. His evidence is at
pages 114 to 188. There are some comments about
Dr Guthrie's at pages 131 to 132, wvery briefly.

LADY SMITH: He gave live evidence in 'Foster Care', didn't
he?

MR SHELDON: Yes. My Lady has the reference, I think.

LADY SMITH: Yes, I have that.

MR SHELDON: 'John' was born in 1952. He was at
Dr Guthrie's between 1965 and 1968, so overlapping quite

substantially with the last applicant that we heard
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the social work that wasn't public knowledge. Edinburgh
was miles away at a time when there were no motorways.
Most of those in Dr Guthrie's were from the east coast
and I only recall about three boys from Glasgow.'

Pausing there, my Lady, it may be that there was
some knowledge of what was happening to him in foster
care, but 'John' clearly doesn't know what the reason
was.

He notes, at paragraph 32, the horrible experience
that he had of living with his foster mother. He then
goes on, at paragraph 33, to talk about his time at
Dr Guthrie's. He says:

'When I arrived at Dr Guthrie's I went in a big
front door where there was a meeting room, a gym hall
and a long corridor. Upstairs there were four dorms,
each of which had between 18 and 20 boys therein. The
boys were split into houses and I was in House Yellow.
There were usually about 110 boys there, aged from 11 up
to 15. If there was 120, then it was considered full.

'The place had a playground, gardens and a swimming

pool. It was a great place to be.
was but I don't know who ran the place,

though it was an Approved School. When I arrived I was
taken to a sewing room where I was supplied with all the

clothing I needed before being shown about the place.
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a cell to calm down for a couple of hours. I think

I was the only person ever put in there and it would
happen if I got into an argument with another boy and

I would go berserk. There was no hitting and I think
the worse done was getting a telling off from Mr
in his office. On rare occasions, I think some boys got
lines or maybe you would have privileges, like swimming,
withdrawn. The belt was never used.

'I'm not aware of anybody ever running away, though
it's possible that some of the boys missed their parents
and did run away. You could walk out of the place
whenever you wanted, but you wouldn't go far and
everybody would return when they were supposed to.'

Under the heading 'Abuse at Dr Guthrie's':

'TI don't recall anything at Dr Guthrie's that
I would describe as abusive. Yes, we got shouted at now
and again, but you are talking about keeping over 100
teenage boys under control, so there had to be at least
some sort of discipline.'

He then talks about leaving Dr Guthrie's on turning
15 and he said he was sad to be leaving because:

'It was the first place I had been when I felt I had
security.’

After staying again in the West Coast, he was taken

to Geilsland in Beith and he was there for about two
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months in 1968. Again, he says:

'T had no complaints about Geilsland,
by I suppose my only complaint was it

wasn't Dr Guthrie's, which I missed.'

He goes on to talk about some aspects of the layout
and routine in the place. But, again, my Lady, he
doesn't describe really any abuse taking place at
Geilsland, certainly not that he was aware of.'

At paragraph 69, he says that the belt was given at
certain times:

'But I never got it because I was bad, but never
that bad. 2N would give the belt when it was
necessary. He didn't believe in the regimented way of
looking after young boys and believed that if something
went wrong it was better to sit down and discuss what
might be wrong with somebody in the background that was
making them behave in such a way. Yes, he would shout
at you sometimes, but shouting never hurt anybody.'

Again, my Lady, there is a certain contrast with

other evidence that we have.

LADY SMITH: Yes, there certainly is.

MR SHELDON: My Lady, I'll just say a word or two about life

after care. In his evidence in 'Foster Care', he does
talk about that a little, but his evidence focused

mainly on records, certainly his feelings that he had
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He talks about his time at Dr Guthrie's between
paragraphs 76 and 89 of his statement. If I could go to
paragraph 76, he states:

'Dr Guthrie's looked like a big castle. You went up
a drive and through a main gate that took you up to the
school. On the inside there was a big square with doors
all the way round it.

'T don't know who ran Dr Guthrie's or what it was
when I first went there. It was boys only and it wasn't
until later I found out it was an Approved School. The
boys were about the same age as they had been at
Larchgrove, which was between nine and sixteen.

'It seemed like there were thousands of boys there.
There were loads of dorms and they were all upstairs
with about sixteen boys in each. You could walk right
round and there were wings off of it. Downstairs there
was the dining room, laundry and offices. I can't
remember if there were showers there.

'The staff that I can remember there were
, Mr , and a guy called
I might be getting confused though because I was only
there for a short time. I got sent elsewhere between
the ages of nine and thirteen and then was back at
Dr Guthrie's for another spell later. They might have

been there the second time.'
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Dr Guthrie's. He thinks by this time he was 13 or 14,
the second time he went to Dr Guthrie's. He talks about
that from paragraph 124 to 134. If I can go to

paragraph 124, 'David' states:

went back there. He was all right, _while we

were there. The other staff I remember were Mr
and Mr

'TI was there for 18 months and it was different boys
from before that were now there. The routine was
exactly the same as it had been when I had been there
before. I went to school while I was there, but never
sat exams.

'There was a big sports centre, playing field and
swimming pool. We did a lot of sport on the football
field and did wrestling, boxing and trampolining in the
evenings. We were alsoc made to play murderball.

'I never had any visitors or saw a social worker or
anybody like that whilst I was at Dr Guthrie's. I did
get to go home sometimes for the weekend, or maybe at
times in the holidays. I would get the train back
through to my mum's.

'TI ran away a couple of times whilst I was there
this time. I got the strap across the backside over my

clothes from the deputy headmaster, who was called
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Mr Rush something. Maybe Mr Rushford. He would give us
six of the belt. Other teachers would send us to him if
we did anything wrong and he would belt you. I don't
think there was any record kept of how often or why

I got belt.

‘Mralso used to make me sit in a room and do
the alphabet all the time whilst the others were out
doing what they wanted. It was a punishment, but he was
punishing me for nothing.'

He then talks about abuse at Dr Guthrie's while he
was there the second time, from paragraph 130. 'David'
said:

'When I went back to Dr Guthrie's the same kind of
abuse happened a couple of times, where I was dragged
into the toilets and made to masturbate an older boy
again. It was just that one boy who made me do it
twice. He hadn't been at Dr Guthrie's when I had been
there before. I was about 13 or 14 and started to stand
up for myself, so it stopped. I don't know if this was
happening to other boys. I never told anybody about
what he had made me do.'

He then says he and another guy, who he names, who
was also there at the same time and was a well-known
guy:

'Ran away one time up to near where a ski slope was
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in Edinburgh. Mr and Mrchased us in

a Land Rover and tried to knock us over. I don't know
who was driving, but we fell over trying to get away and
they got out and chased us. The two of them battered us
both whilst we were on the ground. They started kicking
us to the body. We got taken back to the school and the
deputy teacher gave us the strap across the backside
over our clothes. I can't remember his name. It was

a usual teacher's belt with two tongs at the end. We
got hit at least six times each with the belt.

'We went swimming a lot and when we went in the
swimming pool we always had to swim naked. I found this
really strange and the teacher made us do life saving
and it wasn't nice doing that naked. I don't know the
teacher's name, but we all called him by the name "
GIC '. He was in his 50s and was always shouting

and pointing at you. He never came 1in the water

himself.
'After I got the doing from Mrand
Mr I wrote to my mum because I had got the

doing and my face was all bruises. After I wrote the
letter I sneaked outside the school to send the letter.
My mum came to school a couple of weeks later and
attacked one of them. I'm not sure which one it was.

I was there and she was cursing and swearing at them.
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I should have noted that he was born in 1953, so he
seems to have gone to Dr Guthrie's when he was about 12
or 13.

He says:

'Dr Guthrie's Boys' School was in a big stone built
building in its own grounds on Lasswade Road, at
Liberton, Edinburgh. Inside there were four dormitories
upstairs, one called Argyll and another call Newhaven.

I can't remember what the others were called.
'There was also a swimming pool inside and outside

there was a square where we used to play. Mrwas

although I never saw much of him.
was a guy called Mr I think. He was

a small man in his 50s and was balding and wore glasses.
I had heard he used to be a bare knuckle fighter.

'I would say there were maybe ten staff in total who
were all men, except for one lady who came in to teach.
Among the rest of the staff I remember a man called
Mr he was a bit more approachable than the
others. They were all pretty strict.

'T would estimate there were between 80 and 100-
boys at Dr Guthrie's. Perhaps there could have been
more. I think the youngest would have been about 12 and

the oldest about 14.'

LADY SMITH: Just a moment, Mr Sheldon. Have we got
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'Most of our leisure time was spent in the square
where everybody would be standing about chatting. Some
boys used to do some skating and everyone was in little
groups. I don't remember any free time at night and
I don't think there was a TV.

'I do remember playing football on a Sunday and now
and again at other times. One time I managed to score
a goal from the halfway line. One of the staff,

Mr was an ex-footballer and I thought he was
a good man. There was another member of staff involved
with the football too and he was okay as well.

'Those two staff put my name and another two boys'
names forward to train with either Heart of Midlothian
or Hibernian football clubs. I went a few times, but
nothing came of it. One of the other two was really
good at dribbling and I thought he'd become a
professional footballer, but I don't know if he did.

'We also went swimming twice a week in the pool at
Dr Guthrie's, but there wasn't much else. We were never
taken to the cinema or anything like that. We had some
school in the afternoon, but there wasn't much. There
might have been some school in the morning as well, but
I don't recall. There would be 15 or 20 boys in the
classroom and we were taught in a room upstairs by

a lady teacher who was brought in. I always used to sit
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we showered and when we went swimming. The staff made
us swim in the nude. We never wore trunks. The boys
were all the same age group, but during the winter they
also told us to go outside and roll in the snow in the
field with no clothes on before going into the pool.

I can't remember the staffs' names, but there were

a couple of them.

'The staff who watched us wvaried, depending on their
shifts, and I suppose I didn't think much of it at the
time. You just did what you were told. Looking back
though, I think that was a bit weird. I think there was
maybe something sexual about it.

'At that time we used to get the belt at school and
I got it a couple of times at Dr Guthrie's. However
that wasn't the worst punishment. One time I got in
trouble for something and Mr
at Dr Guthrie's, punished me for it. He told me
to clench my fist and hold it out and when I did he
brought his clenched fist down on mine. He hit me very
hard with his knuckles and it was painful. He did that
on three separate occasions during my time at
Dr Guthrie's, including after I'd run away.'

He says:

'I never reported anything that happened to me at

Dr Guthrie's to anyone. There was nobody that I could
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witnesses tomorrow?
MR SHELDON: Two in the morning, my Lady.
LADY SMITH: That's great. Very well.
Before I rise, three names, one, people who were
present during the Geilsland evidence will remember me

mentioningname. He's not to be

identified outside this room and we have also had
Mr and known as He's
not to be identified outside here either.
I'11 rise now until tomorrow morning.
(3.56 pm)
(The Inguiry adjourned until 10.00 am

on Wednesday, 29 May 2024)
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