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Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

Support person present: Yes
1.

My name is

I prefer to be calledB My date of birth is-

.1977. My contact details are known to the Inquiry.

Life before Keil School

2.

I lived with my parents and my sister who is eight years older than me. Both my parents
were teachers and we had a stable family. My dad was a teacher at Clydebank High
School and my mother was at a school in Helensburgh. Both my parents worked in
state schools. We stayed in Balloch, close to Keil School. I went to Haldane Primary
School which was a normal state primary school. I had friends there. There was an
element of religious tension at school because St Kessog's Catholic Primary School
was right next to Haldane Primary School.

3.

We lived in the Vale of Leven area which was quite rough. Balloch is in the Vale of
Leven. My dad definitely didn't want me going to the school where he worked. My
sister had gone to Glasgow High School and my parents didn't want me to go to the
local secondary school so they decided to send me to Keil School which was about
eight miles from where we lived in Balloch. Although I knew a couple of people who
were going to Keil, none of my close friends from primary school were going to Keil so
I didn't have any friends there.

4.

My parents told me in Primary 7 that I was going to Keil School. My parents didn't
discuss the proposal with me so much as they told me I was going. I think they wanted
to maximise my academic potential. I did tell them I didn't want to go to Keil. I didn't
1

DocuSign Envelope ID: 4314FC3D-278F-4891-AF4D-9C5EED75289A

want to go there right from the start but the decision wasn't mine. I got some stick from
my friends about going to Keil. In Vale of Leven, there was a certain amount of
snobbery associated going to anywhere other than the local school. I think I got two
weeks longer in the summer holidays as Keil started its term later than the state
schools.
5.

I remember I had to do an entrance exam to see about a bursary to go there. The
exam was held at Keil School. My parents took me there for the exam and I had a tour
about the school. It was very formal, almost military in some respects.

Keil School, Dumbarton 1988/9 to 1989/90
6.

I was eleven years old when I started first year at Keil School. I had to get the bus from
the main street in Balloch to the school. It was a private minibus and it picked up kids
along the route to the school. I had to stand in the street in the distinctive green and
yellow blazer but fortunately it was earlier than the time when kids would be going to
the local school. You didn't want to be seen in that blazer because it made you a
target.

Routine at Keil School
7

The regime at Keil was quite harsh. They used violence to keep us in line. The prefects
were called Chiefs and Deputy Chiefs. The Chiefs were sixth year pupils and the
Deputies were fifth year pupils. They were mostly huge guys who played rugby. They
all had the remit of disciplining the younger kids. It was mainly beatings, or dead-arms.
Most of them were very handy with their fists and their feet. Each Chief and Deputy
had a squad made up of pupils from all the years below them. I think the allocation of
squads was based on whether a pupil was a day pupil or a boarder. There were about
ten or twelve pupils in my squad.
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I would not shower at school, I would just go home and get a shower there. The
principal reason was that the showers were unhygienic. There wasn't any sexual
abuse in the showers that I suffered, but the level of horseplay went beyond what I
would say was normal. Some boys would put bars of soap in the end of a towel and
hit you with that, rather than just flicking a towel at you.
Clothing/uniform

22.

The school uniform at Keil was a green and yellow blazer. We also had a green and
yellow tie. We wore trousers most of the time but we had a kilt for travelling to sports
matches and things.

Leisure time

23.

They had cadets at Keil School. I think the history teacher had some connection with
the cadets. We had uniforms for cadets and we wore combat trousers, lightweight
trousers, and dress trousers. We went to the rifle range above Faslane. They had new
rifles there called 5A80's. I don't remember doing any parades as I don't think I was
in the cadets long enough.

Chores

24.

After lunch we had to clean the school. We had to sweep the floors and hoover the
carpets. I had to clean the history classroom. It seems unbelievable that we had to do
this when our parents were paying for us to attend the school. One of the female
student deputy's called Arlene supervised my cleaning duties. She was alright.
Religious instruction

25.

There were prayers for the Queen in the morning. We also had to go out onto the lawn
in the morning and sometimes stand in our squads and salute the Union Jack. It was
very militaristic and it was a throwback to the days of Empire. There were prayers at
lunchtime too. There were some Chinese, Pakistani, and African boys boarding at the
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Impact

52.

I felt embarrassed about going to Keil School, I still do. There was a sense of shame
at the time because all my pals were at state schools. I couldn't explain these feelings
to my friends at that age. I needed a strong role model to help me through that time
and I didn't have one.

53.

It is not as much of a problem for me now but growing up I wrestled with the idea that
I had allowed the abuse I suffered at Keil School to happen to me.

54.

For a time after Keil School my confidence was shot. I was put on beta blockers at the
age of seventeen but they didn't do me any good and I wouldn't take them again. Due
to having panic attacks I was referred for counselling by my G.P. and I have tried
hypnosis and things but none of them helped me.

55.

With regard to my housemaster from Keil School, William Bain, I found it very strange
that the media reports about his conviction for abuse made absolutely no mention of
any abuse at Keil School. I know it might sound paranoid but I did wonder if the people
who were in charge of running Keil School might still have some influence in public life
or with the media.

56.

I took up Karate at the age of sixteen and Thai boxing after leaving school. My
confidence was in pieces after leaving Keil School. I used to suffer from panic attacks
and I had no confidence whatsoever. I couldn't go into somewhere like a hall full of
people. Through martial arts I rebuilt myself from the shy wee laddie I was. It gave me
great confidence. I also gained confidence from having a drink of alcohol when
socialising as it made me feel relaxed and let me switch my mind off. I am not a heavy
drinker but it did help me to relax at university by having a drink.
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