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| have always worked though | gave it up to look after my grandchildren.

137. If | was asked about what lessons might be learned and how to help
children now, | would say listen to them. Hear them out and at least check out what
they say. I'm not saying you should simply believe them, but listen to them and
check on what they say. Sometimes kids do tell lies but an adult should be able to
look at a kid and know there is something wrong. If you ask a child if they are alright
and they say “yes” but won't look you in the eye, you know there is something wrong.

138. And don't hit us to get us to go away; don't hit us to get us to shut up.

139. I've never had faith in the system and even today with all the things they
have in place that weren’t there when | was a child, | still have no faith in them.
When a child is at risk, go and see them. Don'’t allow the child not to be seen. If they
are at risk, make sure you see them. | have told social workers that kids are at risk
because their parents are drug abusers. They simply reply that they didn’t see any
drugs when they were there. Of course they didn’t, but there will be other signs of

drug abuse. They should use their eyes and common sense more.

140. | have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of
the evidence to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this withess statement to be

true.
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